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very British RPG? 
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TfoLE PLAY FOR P? 

The Legend of 
Darkmoon 
continues 



The famous role model for all AD&D « role-playing 
fantasies, the dreaded Temple Darkmoon is back. 

More sinister, terrifying and haunting than ever. It 
will slowly weave into your sub-conscious and refuse to 
let go. 





Through a clearing in the shadowy forest, a trio of 
towers rise menacingly into the night sky. You are on the 
threshold of terror, one wrong move and it's curtains. 
Finito. 

The exciting sequel to Eye of 
the Beholder is here. Bigger. 
Better. And so realistic you'll 
keep looking over your shoulder. 

The improved "point 'n' click" 
interface lets you come face-to- 
face with the most gruesome characters and complex 
clues. 

In fact, you'll only want to 
playing this State-of-the-Art 
adventure game for one 
reason. To pinch yourself 
and prove you're not in 
the middle of a 
nightmare. 

Available on: PC (EGA 
VGA/ MCGA (256 Colour). 640k 
RAM and Hard disk required. Supports 
AdLib Soundblaster'^^' and compatibles). 
Amiga version coming soon. 

ADVANCED DUNGEONS & DRAGONS, AD&D and the TSR 
logo are trademarks owned by TSR, Inc., Lake Geneva, 
WI, USA and used under license from Strategic 
Simulations, IncSunnyvale, CA, USA. ©1991, 1992 
TSR, Inc. © 1991, 1992 Strategic Simulations, Inc. 
All rights reserved. 






L LAUGHS FOR PQ 

Side-splitting 
pirate 
adventure 



Just when you thought it was le end for LeChuck, 
he's back. 

The legend states that "when LeChuck wants you 
dead, you're dead"- grim news for his old adversary, 
young Guybrush Threepwood. 




I 




But fear not. Big Whoop holds the 
key to great power. All is not lost. 

In this stunning graphic sequel, 
young Guybrush's adventures 
will have you rolling in hysterics. 
Beware, you'll laugh so hard, 
milk will flow from your nose. 

Behind every pirate is a really 
gnarly chair and in front of 
Guybrush is a saga so savage ilT 
put hairs on your chest. 



With 256 colours (PC 
version), variable difficulty 
modes, interactive reggae music 
and "point 'n' click" interface, 
you'll be transported to Monkey 
Island in a flash. 

So, brace yourself, the fun starts here. Who knows 
when it will stop? 

Available on: Amiga (32 colours) and PC (VGA/ 
MCGA. Requires 640k Ram AT or compatible. Supports 
AdLib'-^', Roland'-'', Soundblaster'-^' and SoundMaster™II 
sound cards. Hard drive required. 

TM & © 1991 LucasArts Entertainment Company. L ucasfilm Games is ; 
trademark of Lucasfilm Ltd. Monkey Island 2 - 
Le Chuck s Revenge is a trademark of LucasArts 
Entertainment Company. All rights reserved. 




LucasArts 



Lucasfilm Garnet 




A serioias PC experience! 



U.S Gold Ltd., Units 2/3, Holford Way, Holford, Bimingham B6 VAX. Tel: 021 625 3366 



SPORT FOR PC 

Play a round 
All year 
round 



It's raining cats and dogs outside, but it's a beautiful 
crisp Spring day on the Torrey Pines Golf Course. 

You approach the tee, driver in hand. Gazing down 
the fairway, you notice every feature of this classic Pacific 
Ocean Links course. 
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The Challenge of Golf takes 
you to a new level of realism. You 
can almost smell the grass, feel 
the silky putting surfaces and 
take in the fresh sea air. At 
times, you'll want to replace the 
divots, until you remember it's 
only a game. 





But WOW, what a game! 

And now, the 256 colour 3D 
graphics can be enjoyed on 
another six championship 
courses: Bountiful Municipal, 
Firestone CC South, Bayhill, 
Pinehurst, Barton Creek and 
Hyatt Dorado. 



So, put on your sun visor 
and practice your swing. 
You're next on the tee. 



^^^^ Available on: 

PC (VGA or MCGA, 
640k and Hard disk 
required. Supports: 
• AdLib'^'^\ Soundblaster^^^ 

MSound'''^^ sound cards) 
Amiga version coming soon. ± 




FLIGHT FOR PC 

A Simulation 
to take your 
breath away 

Hard on the tail of Jetfighter 1, the mind-blowing 
combat sequel is airborne. 

Jetfighter 11: Advanced Tactical Fighter shoots Top 
Gun down in flames. 





Strap yourself in as the most advanced and powerful 
3D technology takes to the skies, with you as pilot 
whatever the time of day or night. 

Revolutionary animation lets 
you see parachutes opening in 
the wind, radar chaff blooming 
behind your jet and feel the 
landing gear deploy and retract. 

Dogfights take on a different 
dimension with real time 
artificial intelligence. Includes F/A-18 Hornet, F-16 
Falcon and F-14 Tomcat. 

Features instant flying mode for beginners, 
interactive Jiypertext help system and tunable joystick 
system for maximum response. 

So, answer the call of the wild. Now, 
even the sky's^ 
no limit. 




Available on: 
PC (CGA/Tandy (4 Colour), 
EGA ( 16 colour) VGA (256 Colour). 640k RAM 
required. Supports AdLib'''^ and Soundblaster''^'^ 
sound cards. Hard drive recommended. 



©Access Software, Inc. 
Ml rights reserved. 
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© 1991 Velocity. 
All rights reserved. 





A serious PC experience 

SCRKENSHOTS ARE ONLY INTENDED TO BE ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE GAMEPIJVY AND NOT THE SCREEN (IRAPHICS WHICH MAY VARY 
CONSIDERABLY BETWEEN DIFFERENT FORMATS IN QUALITY AND APPEARANCE AND ARE SUBJECT TO THE COMPUTER S SPECIFICATIONS 



^[review 



Content 



PCs FOR TWO 

Since there's been another flurry of articles 
in the papers about connputer ganning being 
an addictive and unsocial activity. PC 
Review is pleased to tell you how you can 
play PC games and see your friends as well. 
The idea of serial linking PCs for two-player, 
simultaneous play is not a new one and a 
number of games support the feature, but 
too many people believe that you'll need a 
modem and a mastery of baud rates and 
protocols to play In fact, as Paul Presley 
explains on page 34, it's pretty simple, and 
hugely enjoyable. 

It's good to see British design and pro- 
gramming teams tackling a full-blown RPG 
in Shadowlands (reviewed on page 40). This 
is just one area where US-based companies 
have held a virtual monopoly for years. Now 
British programmers have a world-wide rep- 
utation for technical proficiency and imagi- 
nation, and we'd like to see much more in 
the way of home-grown RPGs (Gremlin's 
Daemonsgate should help to make up the 
numbers, when it finally hits the shops next 
month), native flight simulations (for which 
Digital Integration and occasionally Domark 
are sole standard bearers), and more in the 
way of the graphically-led adventure in the 
Dynamix style (which is where Lure of the 
Temptress just might make a splash). 

As we report in this month's News pages, 
Amstrad has responded to criticisms of its 
5286 Games Pack on the grounds that the 
core 80286 processor wasn't powerful 
enough. Enter the Family Pack, with similar 
extras, and a similar design, but using a 
386SX PC for the heart of the bundle. This is 
a much better prospect, and if you're torn 
between Amstrad's Family Pack and the 
Games pack, I'd seriously consider finding 
the extra £200 for the increase in power. 

Finally, it has been brought to our atten- 
tion that we have been seriously underesti- 
mating the price of Prince of Persia in our 
Classics section. Although the game has 
been available for some time at budget 
prices on the Amiga and ST machines, I'm 
afraid the PC version is still full-price, at 
€30.64. We'll make sure our lists are amend- 
ed as soon as possible. 

Christina Erskine 



FEATURE 

20 DOS TAMERS 




if you're finding 
struggling 
with the 
DOS 
prompt 
a pain 



, and typing in commands is 
all too time-consuming, 
you might fare better with 
one of thesefile management 
programs designed to make 
your life with DOS easier 
Huw Collingbourne 
reports. 

25 WAR 
GAMES 

War games have a devoted 




COVER DISK 

88 DISK 9 

The Bitmap Brothers have 
done us proud again, with a | 
special playable level from 
their forthcoming platform 
game Magic Pockets 

Then there's the Cool 
Croc Twins, two cartoon- 
style characters vying for 
the charms of Daisy 
Crocette. i this arcade style 
game from Empire. We've got four levels from the game for you to 
play on the Cover Disk. 

And that's not all: Wilf is an entertaining maze game, while, in true 
1992 spirit, we have Dynamo, a version of European draughts for you. 
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cult following on the PC. Robin Matthews looks at 
the history of war gannes and picks out some of the 
outstanding products of the genre for 
the war gaming novice or someone 
\ looking to expand their collection 
Plus. Laurence Scotford talks to Dr 
Peter Turcan. one of the country's 
foremost war game designers 
about his thoughts on the 
development and future of war 
gaming. 

30 PC 

PERIPHERALS 

Having dealt largely with internal 
l expansion possibilities on the PC 
up until now. this month s First 
Steps guide looks at some of the 
/ devices and add-ons you can plug 

into those sockets at the back to 
enhance your PC's performance and 
expand its range 





COVER STORY 

34 LINK YOUR PCs FOR 
HEAD TO HEAD 
COMBAT 

Take two PCs, one game 
and one serial link cable 
... and you have a playing 
experience unlike any 
other: dogfighting in 
Falcon 3.0, struggling for 
world domination in 
Populous, or playing 
MicroProse Golf directly 
against your human 
opponent, Paul Presley 
takes you through the 
games made for two, and shows you how to make the right 
connections. Plus, a look at some of games that are networked in 
the US, and the future of tnetworked games in 
the UK. 
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7 News 

Amstrad's new Family pack, and the fate of Ad Lib, the 
company behind the MSC and Gold Card sound-boards. 

1 4 Coming soon 

Interplay has signed up veteran astronaut Buzz Aldrin to front 
Its space strategy simulation, while Sierra s Dagger of Amon Ra 
stars Laura Bow and a distinctly Egyptian-looking New York 
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39 Reviews 

RPG addicts should enjoy Shadowlands, while Indiana jones 
makes his latest appearance on the small screen, courtesy of 
US Gold Plus the Giger-designed Dark Seed. 

76 Tips 

The Gods guide finally reaches its conclusion , plus maps for 
Heimdall and a comprehensive guide to Star Trek. 
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YOU OVERCAME THE GODS? 
THESE HANDSOME SPECIMENS WILL 
BRING YOU DOWN TO EARTH! 



In Populous, you challenged the gods. Now 
man is your adversary in the form of three 
unscrupulous and violent tribal leaders. 

Be as mean as them and match force with 
force, or be more cunning, play Mr Nice Guy and 
win over the local villagers. 

By doing so you not only swell your 
numbers, but also keep your larders stocked, 
which is essential in ensuring the loyalty of 
your army. 

With the stunning graphics you've come to 
expect from Bullfrog. 

Powermonger is a living 
world of mountains, forests 
and rivers, sun, snows and 



Available on IBM/PC. 
Amiga and Atari ST. 






rain, where inventiveness and strategic skill can 
triumph over mere brute force. 



Powermonger 
will test you to 
the limit, but 
don't just take 
our word for it, 
look at the 
ratings... 



Ace— Ace rated 973, CU Amiga...Super 
Star 95%, C & VG...C & VG Hit 95%, 

The One. ..95%, Zero Hero. ..93%, 
Generation 4...97%, Tilt...95%. 



1=1. ■(: TRONIC ART! 

Electronic Arts, Langley Business Centre, 1 1 -49 Station Roa^ 
Langley. Berks SL3 8YN, Tel: 0753 549442, Fax: 0753 54667 
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News 



MAKING THE 
HEADLINES 



AMSTRAD LOOKS 
TO HIGHER POWER 




Having broken into the leisure PC business 
with the launch of last year's PC5286 Games 
Pack. Amstrad is now aiming to interest the 
more serious home user with the announcement of a 
similar bundle built around faster 386-based 
hardware and retailing for under £ 1 ,000. This follows 
the one widespread criticism of the Games Pack: that 
it was based around a 286 machine. 

Appearing with the snappy title of the Amstrad 
PC4386SX Family Pack, the single-carton bundle 
includes a 386SX system unit running at 20Mhz and 
equipped with a fast access 80Mb hard drive a 4Mb of 
RAM, a 10-inch Sony Trinitron VGA colour monitor, 
two-button mouse, joystick. AdLib-compatible sound 
card (with stereo speakers) and a range of business 
and games software. 

Amstrad's group sales and marketing director, 
Malcolm Miller, explained why the firm felt that the 
home user would benefit from the new bundle's extra 
computing power: "The end user needs as many 



computing options as possible for his nioiKv, so we 
are following the success of the PC5286 Games Pack 
with an even more powerful small footprint machine. 
It is a fast and powerful package, while the ultra high 
resolution VGA display far exceeds the capabilities of 
dedicated games machines and is also right up to the 
mark when it comes to dealing with today's advanced 
business graphics." 

Software bundled with the package consists of 
Broderbund's classic animated action adventure. 
Prince Of Persia, Access' 3D golf simulator Links. 
MicroProse's still-impressive (if a little long of tooth) 
all-action flight simulator F- 1 5 Strike Eagle 11, MS-Dos 
3.3. Windows v3.0. a customised version of the 
Microsoft's Excel spreadsheet. Counterpoint (a 
graphical interface) and Amstrad's own front end 
software. Manager. 

The package is available now from usual Amstrad 
stockists, priced at £999.99 (inclusive of VAT). Further 
details are available from Amstrad on (0277) 228888. 



GOLF GETS 386 POWER 



Golf enthusiasts equipped 
with a 386 machine or 
better can now malce the 
most of their sophisticated 
machinery with Unlcs 386 Pro 
from Access software. 

Written in 32-bit code and 
utilising Super VGA throughout, 
Links 386 Pro gives the user the 
potential to manipulate more 
than 345 viewing windows, 



allowing the game to be almost 
completely customised to the 
user's taste. 

This latest golf sim also claims 
to make full use of any 
extended memory - the game 
will run on any machine with 
2Mb, but will make full use of 
any extensions up to 8Mb. 

Other enhancements over the 
original Links game include a 



shot save facility, on-line 
tournaments, male and female 
players, zoomable top view and 
multiple play modes. 

Links 386 will be on the first 
tee by early |uly. No details of 
price have been announced as 
yet, but this information and 
more can be had from Access' 
UK distributor US Gold on (02 1 ) 
625 3366. 
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News 



ORIGIN CLUES UP 
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THE 



rigin is conning to the aid of 
I its games' less expert 
enthusiasts with the 
release of the latest in its series of 
clue books, designed to aid 
progress not only in its own latest 
releases but also to others by a 
number of other publishers too. 
Written in the style of game 
character Baron Almric s archivist, joye. Mysteries Of The Abyss 
contains 64 illustrated pages of clues and hints for Ultima Underworld 
Everything is explained, from the location of runestones through the 
complexities of combat and bartering - even the mysterious 
Lizardman language is demystified 

Not only does the book deliver a complete walkthrough' for the user, 
it also explains a good deal of the game's background - including how 
the Abyss became the breeding ground of evil intrigue that it is today 
Another narrator takes over to guide the hapless adventurer through 
Ultima VII in Key To The Black Gate. Here. Anton (apprentice to the 
mage Alagner) devotes his 64 pages to explaining many facets of the 
land of Britannia, from descriptions of weapons and spells to detailed 
maps and stats. The book also details two separate walkthroughs, one 
containing hints and advice from the Wisps and the other using 
detailed answers from the Time Lord 

AD LIB CALLS 
RECEIVER 

Sound specialist Ad Lib sent a shock through the world of PC gaming on May I st, when instead of 
shipping out the first units of its long-awaited Gold Card it instead announced that it had called in 
the receiver 

Details of the exact reasons for this situation are still unclear, but it's believed that the massive research 
and development costs of the Gold Card contributed heavily to the Canadian firm's debt 

A number of other firms are said to be interested in taking over the troubled company, so it's unlikely that 
production and distribution of the popular range of sound cards will be interrupted for long 

Phil Harrison, software development manager of Ad Lib's recently appointed UK distributor Mindscape, 
was taken by surprise by the sudden closure - he was actually calling Ad Lib to confirm apparently healthy 
orders for the new Gold Card when he heard the news However, he feels confident that the Gold Card will 
eventually appear, despite the manufacturer's troubles: "When a company has invested as much as Ad Lib 
has in research and development of a new product, it s not likely that it would be simply allowed to 
disappear It's safe to assume that a card with the Ad Lib Gold specifications will appear in the near future 
whether it's called the Gold Card or not is another question." 

At Ad Lib's Canadian headquarters, a spokeswoman was confident that its products would become 
available again shortly "I wish 1 could tell you more right now, but there are people interested in the 
company " 

Whether Ad Lib is eventually rescued or not. it s likely that Ad Lib standard' code will continue to be 
written into games software for the foreseeable future - not only to cater for the demands of existing users, 
but also to service the numerous third party cards which adhere to the standard. 

More news on this situation in next month s issue. 

• ?mew\men in the Ad lib Answers competition should have been notified about the availability of prizes Most have been 
despatched, but. if you are a winner, and haven't heard from us. get in touch using the phone number at the front of the 
magazine 



While both of the books mentioned so far cater for single Origin 
games only, the fifth in the Ouest For Clues series offers tips and 
solutions to 20 games from a variety of publishers Not only that, but 
Ouest For Clues: The Book Of Orbs also details such information as 
system requirements and summarises and reviews each game into the 
bargain. 

Games covered include SSl s Buck Rogers Matrix Cubed, Delphine's 
Cruise For A Corpse. Sierra's Leisure Suit Larry V. Empire's 
Megatraveller 2 from and The Secret Of Monkey Island 2 from 
Lucasfilm The Book Of Orbs is priced at £9.99, while the two Origin- 
specific titles will each set you back a quid less All are available 
through most major chains and software suppliers 

Like the Origin games themselves, the clue books are distributed in 
Britain by Mindscape, which is adding to the ever-growing library of 
helpful literature for stranded gamers with the publication of its own 
volume, the Knightmare Adventurer's Handbook 

Written by David Amor (with a little help from the game's author 
Tony Crowther), the KAH will help players to complete all four of the 
game's quests However, rather than making things too simple, the 
book has taken a lead from the game which inspired it by mixing the 
clues out of sequence and encrypting them in a special code 

The Handbook is priced at €5 99 and is available from the same 
sources as the Origin range Further information on all of the above 
titles can be found on (0444) 246333. 



GAMES 
DRIVE YOU 
MAD 

Stop right there 
unplug your joystick 
remove your sound 
card and get back to boring 
spreadsheets, because the 
latest batch of research 
results just in from lapan 
prove conclusively that 
playing computer games are 
bad for you 

The survey, which was 
carried out with the parents 
of l,9l7boysand 1,951 girls, 
pointed to increased 
aggression and energy in 
those who indulged in 
computer gaming 

Strangely though, these 
results only appeared in 
younger children, with the 
trends reversing as the age 
groups rose. 

So, maybe it's all right to 
carry on as you were then - 
sorry about the panic 



IN 

BRIEF 



NEW LAB 



, Basildon-based Entertainment 

m 



International, the company 
behind the Empire and 
Readysoft labels, has joined 
the budget games business 
with the launch of a new label, 
Touchdown. 

The label will carry a mixture of 
old El titles and games sourced 
from other publishers. An exact 
launch date has yet to be set, but 



the initial line up has been 
confirmed as Better Dead Than 
Alien, Gazza 2, Pipemania and 
Sleeping Gods Lie. 

Following this initial crop, the 
firm plans to release two titles a 
month on Touchdown, all priced 
at £9.99. For further information, 
call Entertainment International 
on (0628) 541126. 



KEY TO CLEANER 
COMPUTING 



spearheading the charge 
towards kitchen table 
computing with the 
release of its new *wipe- 
clean' Scorpion range of 
replacement keyboards. 
Offering all of the usual 




BRAVE NEW WORLD 



Essex man and woman 
can now enjoy the 
benefits of one-stop 
shopping as the PC World 
chain, which featured in the 
guide to buying a PC in our 
lanuary issue, has chosen the 
Lakeside Retail Park in 
Thurrock as the location for Its 
second store, and not Brent 
Cross as was previously 
announced. 

The store, which will open 
later this month and feature 



the same mix of hardware and 
software as Its Croydon 
namesake, Is situated 
alongside Toys R' Us and Do It 
All, covers 31 ,000 square feet 
and has access to 1 ,000 car 
parking spaces. 

There are no firm details of 
the location of further PC World 
stores, although It's likely that 
Brent Cross in North London 
could be the site for store 
three. More details from Vision 
Technology on (081) 760 9727. 



FUJITSU CLAIMS 
COMPUTER FILM FIRST 

With computer technology now adding a new dinnension to the 
special effects in the latest blockbusters, including 
Terminator 2 and the forthcoming Lawnmower Man. Fujitsu 
has gone one step further by releasing the first ever completely 
computer-generated film 

Echoes Of The Sun. a 20-minute documentary on the journey of a 
particle of light from the moment it leaves the sun until it finally 
transforms into human energy, is exhibited in an all-new wraparound' 
format, with an extra dimension added by the use of LCD glasses 

The film was produced on three Fujitsu supercomputers and eight 
workstations, running more than 100 separate software programs to 
generate the images at a cost of roughly €1 7 million 

The six-month Expo 92 exhibition which opened in Seville in late 
April is currently playing host to the film, which will tour the world's 
major universities and science foundations later this year 




functions and capabilities, _ 
including AT, XT and PS2 | 
compatibility, the Scorpion's 95 
keys are of the sealed membrane 
variety, ideal for use in those 
messy areas around the house. 

Further details, including 
information on the impact guards 
and finger location plates, are 
available from (0202) 632274. 



PHILIPS LAUNCHES NEW 
MONITOR 



Pfiillps has added to its Brnffance 
monitor range with a 
multistandard i 7" colour model, 
supporting resolutions up to 1 280 
X 1024. 

The Brilliance 1709 will cost 
£ 1 ,299 - details from Philips on 
(081)689 4444. 



COOLER THATsr 
AN ICEBERG irsJ 
ANTARCTICA 



HOTTER. THAN 

A F^icisric:: in 

DEATH VALLEY 




THE TOTALLY 
COOL 
EXI^ERJENCE OE A 
UEFETIIVIE ! 



CROCZIT ASTIC ! ! 

JOIN I»UNIC & 
ELTNIC CKLOC: ON 
THE COOLEST 
WORLD TOUR 
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News 



MAXIS GOES TO 
MINDSCAPE 



In the biggest transfer sensation since Lazio 
signed Paul Gascoigne, Maxis has left the 
Ocean fold to become the latest in the ever- 
expanding portfolio of Mindscape's European 
affiliates. 

With such notable successes as Sim City, 
SimEarth and Sim Ant under its belt, Maxis is a real 
feather in Mindscape's cap, as European boss Geoff 
Heath readily admits. "1 am delighted to have come 
to an agreement with Maxis to distribute their 
product in Europe, as 1 believe the profiles of our 
companies complement each other perfectly," he 
said. 

The deal will bear its first fruit later this month 
with the release of two new products - one an 
update of a Maxis classic and the other a 
completely new program. 

Sim City for Windows is just that, a specially 
enhanced version of the acclaimed urban simulator 
for Microsoft's popular graphical interface. Most 



importantly, the game will now support high 
resolution VGA graphics and offer full multitasking, 
so that the city can build in the background while 
other programs are running. 

The second release, A Train, once again 
concentrates the player's mind on developing a 
major urban centre, but this time with a railroad as 
the transportation hub. 

The game contains six separate scenarios in total, 
each of which provides building supplies, cash and 
a field of play. The object is simply to build as 
efficient a city as possible and become a wealthy 
man in the process. 

In graphic terms, the simulation cycles through 
day and night, while the train's movement itself is 
viewed in a separate animated window. 

Both games will retail at £44.95 and should be 
reaching the shops as you read this. 
Congratulations on the new partnership can be 
delivered to Mindscape on (0444) 246333. 



ROLL YOUR 
OWN 

If you fancy designing and 
building your own PC 
next time around, then 
Inside The Grey Box - 
Choosing, Building and 
Upgrading a PC by Dr P D 
Croker could be just the most 
important £14.95 you spend. 

Published by the I/O Press, 
this 258-page volume details 
Dr. Croker's own personal 
experience of building and 
upgrading IBM-compatible 
computers and provides 
practical insights into every 
aspect of the machine - from 
motherboards and memory 
to disk drives and video 
cards. 

The book also claims to be 
useful for those who already 
have a machine and want to 
bring it up to current 
standards. Further details are 
available from I/O Press on 
(0969) 24402. 



GIVE YOUR PC CD- 
ROM POWER 

Sony has become the latest hardware manufacturer to join the 
multimedia market with the launch of its Laser Library system, 
which it claims will turn just about any PC into a multimedia 
education and information centre. 

A complete hardware and software combination, the Laser Library is 
designed to be installed by any user regardless of technical knowledge 
- there's even a screwdriver included with the package. 

The package also includes six CD-ROM titles - including The 
Software Toolworks' World Atlas and Comptons' Family Encyclopedia - 
and Sony claims that there are a further 2,500 titles currently available. 

In technical terms, all that's required of the prospective user's system 
is that it has at least 5I2K of RAM, 3.5Mb of free hard disk space. VGA 
graphics and MS-DOS version 3. 1 or later. A mouse is recommended as 
the system's software utilises a Windows style interface. 

This system represents the first that Sony has produced under its 
own brand name, despite an eight-year track record in CD-ROM 
development. According to Sony's divisional manager. Phil Molyneux. 
this is because: "The branding of the Laser Library is a measure of 
Sony's confidence in the product, and in the level of quality and 
support that users can expect." 

The Laser Library is available now through specialist computer 
dealers, priced at £499. Further information from Sony on (0784) 
466660. 




MIND 

AND 

MAHER 

Two new software 
releases from PC 
Connections (available 
on (0706) 222988) allow you to 
explore either your own body 
or the entire universe - without 
leaving your chair or buying a 
stethoscope. 

Bodyworks - An Adventure in 
Anatomy is an illustrated 
database which allows the user 
to study specific areas of the 
human anatomy in graphic 
detail. 

All the major elements are 
covered - skeletal, muscular, 
nervous, digestive, 
cardiovascular and 
reproductive - and the 
program even includes a health 
reference section which 
contains information on first 
aid, general fitness, sports 
injuries and also common 
illnesses. 

Orbits, on the other hand, 
leaves behind all things 
physical to explore the celestial 
void. Once again an illustrated 
database, the program takes 
the user on a journey through 
the solar system making use of 
the latest satellite photography 
available along the way. 

Both programs are available 
now - Bodyworks is priced at 
£48.99 and Orbits at £37.99. 



IN 

BRIEF 




Europress Software's 



enormously popular Fun School 
series is scheduled to make a 
I fifth appearance - but not until 
1 993 at the earliest. 
The reason for the delay is 
that the firm plans to rest the 
series for a while to concentrate 
instead on three Fun School 
branded subject-specific products 
Jnstead: Spelling, Maths and Paint 



and Create. 

When it does eventually appear, 
Fun School V will come in the 
usual varieties concentrating on 
three separate age groups: under 
fives, fives to sevens and sevens to 
elevens. 

Europress Software can be 
contacted for more details on 
(0265) 859333. 




'mm 

Fans of Origin's Wing 
Commander saga can get 
their teeth into 20 new 
missions in Special 
Operations 2, the final dat 
disk for the award-winning 



TWO MORE 
FOR SSI 



Strategy specialist Strategic 
Simulations Inc has 
announced two new 
games with remarkably differing 
scenarios. 

Conflict; Korea is a operational 
wargame based on the US Army's 
ill-fated South-East Asian 
conflict in the 1950s. Designed 
for use by either one or two 
players on PC with at least a CGA 
card, the game is divided into 
three scenarios; The Dragon 
Wakes (june I950tolune 1951), 
Operation Chromite (September 
1950 to june 1951 and Cold Steel 
(November 1950 to lune 1951). 

There is also a fourth, 
hypothetical scenario which 
depicts a renewed outbreak of 
conflict in 1990, based on the 
assumption that the US is also 



engaged in other conflicts and 
therefore has limited resources. 

The second game. Midnight 
Sons, uses SSI's new grapzhics 
based role-playing system to tell 
the tale of an undercover team 
who travel to the distant planet 
of Monsoon to free a group of 
kidnapped diplomats. 

This mission, which takes place 
in glorious 256-colour VGA, 
involves the player controlling 
four characters and one robot in 
an attempt to wrest the whole 
planet from its captors. 

Midnight Sons will be available 
in luly (no price has been 
specified as yet), while Conflict: 
Korea is out now, priced at 
£34.99. More news from SSI's UK 
distributor US Gold on (02 1 ) 625 
3366. 



STAND UP 

CHRISTIAN 

CODERS 

The devil may have all of the best music, but computer 
software will be going to the other side if Evangelsoft's new 
range of bible study programs takes off. 
The first. Israel Then And Now, is a mine of information on the 
Holy Land, both historical and modern, which supports two add- 
on modules; Wish You Were Here (a quiz, based upon 10 eight- 
day holidays in the area) and You Are Invited To Attend (which 
recreates the biblical events of Easter). 

Those who crave a little more adventure might prefer to get 
stuck into the arcade action of King Solomon's Mines. The 
standard gameplay, which involves mining for copper and gold in 
a hazard-filled mine, is supplemented by answering biblical 
questions (get these right and you increase your store of treasure 
in heaven!). 

Evangelsoft games are developed by a team of 16 voluntary 
programmers working for EvangelTrust, a registered charity 
committed to the creation of Christian computer games. The trust 
can be contacted by writing to PO Box 224, Kingston Upon 
Thames, Surrey KTI 2NX. 




Designed to run in conjunction 
with Wing Commander II: The 



Vengeance Of The Kilrathi, S02 
puts the pilot at the helm of an 
untested superfighter and offers a 
number of enhancements over its 
predecessors, including tactical 
nuclear weapons. 

Special Operations 2 is out now, 
priced at £ 1 9.99. Further 
information from Origin's UK 
distributor Mindscape on (0444) 




VANITY IS A CROCS 
SECOND MOST 
IMPORTANT 
ATTRIBUTE; AFTER 
COOLNESS THAT IS... 

DON'T BELIEVE FT? 
CHECK OUT THE 
COOLEST DUDES 
IN TOWN! 




GUIDE PUNK AND FUNK THROUGH 60 
LEVEI5 OF MAYHEM 

10 WORLDS TO EXPLORE, EACH WITH 
BRILLIANT FULL COLOUR BACKDROPS 
AND UNIQUE BAD GUYS. 

THE FUNKIEST, PUNWEST SOUNDTRACK 
IN TOWN. 

BRILLIANT SIMULTANEOUS Z-PLAYER MODE. 



ENTERTAINMENT INTERNATIONAL. 4 THE STANNETS, LAINOON NORTH TRADING ESTATE, BASILDON, ESSEX SS15 60J Tel 0268 541212 




News 



CES FOR LONDON? 



London could join Las Vegas and Chicago as host to a huge 
annual Consunner Electronics Show, as the exhibition arnn of 
Rupert Murdoch's newspaper giant News International is 
currently drawing up plans to stage such an event in the latter half of 
1993. 

The show's project controller. Loretta Sales, expects the show to 
cover all aspects of electronics, including computers, television, video, 
hi-fi, electronic nnusic, telecomnnunications, home business, radio, 
broadcasting, satellite, cable and photography. 

"We feel that there is a need for a public show of this type in 
Europe, " she said. "And although there is nothing signed or confirmed 
as yet, we have spoken to most of the major electronics manufacturers 
and the interest is definitely there. " 

Should the show go ahead - and it now seems more than likely that 
it will - the Olympia complex is a likely venue, while both September 
and November of next year are currently being considered as possible 
dates. 




TOTAL 
SOUND 

AdLib's future may be in 
some doubt, but clones of 
its poplar sound card just 
keep on coming. Two more have 
been announced this month, the 
first of which is the Sound 
Commander FX from Total 
Memory and Media, which also 
includes Sound Blaster and 
Covox Speech Thing 
compatibility in its armoury. 

The card comes in two versions, 
mono and stereo (priced at £ 1 1 0 
and £145 respectively, with the 
mono version upgradable to 
stereo), both equipped with a 
pair of stereo speakers. 
Constructed around Yamaha FM 
synthesiser chips, the card has a 
built-in MIDI interface and can 
store and update digitised 
instruments through its 
programmable 8K RAM buffer 

Bundled software includes CD 
Studio, Soundtrack and 
Showpartner Lite (for compiling 
presentations and the like) as 
well as a number of family 
singalong favourites in a karaoke 
selection The card's functions 
can also be accessed via a 
remote control, which costs a 
further £20 (all prices quoted are 
exclusive of VAT) Total Memory 
& Media can be sounded out on 
(0256)880510 

A more conventional set-up is 
offered by Woking's 
Interconnections, whose audio 
system consists of a PC 
Symphony card and two stereo 
speakers. The sound card is 
AdLlb-compatible and contains a 
built-in 4.5 watt amplifier. 

Interconnections' model retails 
at £49 95 (also ex. VAT). Details 
of availability and so on can be 
found by calling (0483) 797418. 



HOUSE OF FUN 



Your local amusement arcade may be 
about to lose Its conventional Image as 
a den of Ill-repute, as Japanese-style 
video game theme parks are set to make an 
entry Into Europe In the near future. 

The parks - which are run In Japan by the 
major video game manufacturers including 
Sega, Namco and Talto - feature the usual 
arcade fare, alongside cabinet-housed driving 
games, big screen shooting games and even 
leading-edge virtual reality machines. They 



are however different to existing European 
arcades In that they feature more expansive 
floor space, upmarket interiors and even fast 
food. 

Sega Enterprises Is expected to lead the 
push into Europe, and has already acquired 
London's Deith Leisure and WDK in Paris as 
part of its plans. Interested parties can 
preview these new theme parks by visiting 
Sega's 800 square metre display at Euro 
Disney. 



MISCO GETS 

ORGANISED September 



GRAND PRIX 
SET FOR 



Once again Misco Connputer Supplies, the Ronco Products of 
the computer world, has come up trumps with the 
announcement of another catalogue of 'how did we ever live 
without them?' computer accessories 

Best of the bunch this month is the Virgin Microfile (below) - a 3.5" 
disk storage box which can hold up to 20 disks, and deliver them to the 
user by dialling a number and pressing a button! 

The Microfile is complemented by a complete range of Virgin disks 
(of all densities and sizes) available in either standard finish or five 
pastel colours Misco is currently offering a special promotion on the 
Microfile where customers purchasing the unit and a box of 10 disks 
(retailing at €39 85) receive a further box of 10 free of charge. 

Further information is available from Misco Computer Supplies on 
(0933)400000. 




The eagerly awaited racing 
game from Geoff Crammond, 
Formula One Grand Prix, is now 
due for release in September 
Crammond s track record in this 
field is impressive - he also 
programmed the BBC classic 
Revs in the mid-eighties, and 
more recently, Stunt Car Racer 
Grand Prix features cars from the 
1991 Formula One teams, racing 
on all 16 official circuits 

Formula One Grand Prix will 
cost £34 99 and be published by 
MicroProse, which has also been 
talking about other titles in its 
autumn line-up. 

Haunted is the working title of 
a 3D role playing game being 
written for MicroProse by 
Magnetic Scrolls (of Wonderland 
fame), while MicroProse is also 
getting into the war game area 
with Napoleon, detailing events 
following Napoleon's return from 
exile on Elba. Full details of 
these two have yet to be 
released. 



E BITMAP BROT 





iiWB I T M A P 
BROTHERS 



They've nicked his bike. 
They've whipped his helmet. 
This time they've gone too damn far... 

NO ONE MESSES WITH THE BITMAP KID 

features: 

stacks off levels • heaps off weapons • swarms off intelligent nasties 
bonus games • secret rooms • loads and loads off power-ups 

a, Mmtropolltmn Whmrf, Wmpping Wmll, London El 9SS 
<E> 1991 Tho Bitmap Brothmrm. Rubllmhmd by Ronogmdm 




B3j|lgiMi| Coming soon. 



Buzz Aldrin's Race 




Title: Buzz Aldrin's Race 
into Space 
Development: Fritz 
' Bonner/Interplay 
ry Genre: Strategy simulation 
Publisher: Electronic Arts 
(0733 349442) 
Release date: Au^st 
Price: £39.99 



PC version of board game Liftoff., 
chronicling the early days of space 
exploration 



Probably the most surprising 
addition to the latest batch 
of space titles (Shuttle, Star 
Trek, et al) is Interplay's Buzz 
Aldrin's Race into Space' (BA). 
Another surprise is the 
background of the game's designer. 
Fritz Bonner is an actor with 
around 1 75 commercials to his 
name, appearances in Miami Vice, 
Beauty and the Beast and General 
Hospital. Fritz himself has a high 
interest in cosmic adventure. "I 
worked at the Space Transit 
Planetarium which cultivated my 
interest. From there, I went to the 
United States Air Force Academy 
with [the] goal of being an 
astronaut. Unfortunately, financial 
cutbacks were made in my area of 
interest and I resigned from the 
Academy and became an actor. 
The flying was great though." 

Because the computer game has 
been based upon a board game 
called Liftoff! the amount and 
depth of research for the 
computer game has become quite 
substantial. As Fritz says, the cost 
runs into "... several thousand 
dollars in books, videos, tapes and 
phone calls with all sorts of 
Using digitised footage from NASA, Buzz 
real-life space race. 



experts: from the Department of 
Defense, to NASA, to the CIA field 
experts on the Soviet space 
programme — all of which was 
accumulated over 10 years." 

Buzz Aldrin is, essentially, a 
strategy-based game. The gameplay 
covers 1957 to 1976, from the 
early exploration of space to the 
man on the moon project. You can 
choose to control either the 
American or Soviet space 
programs. There are two levels of 
play pertaining to the country you 
choose. In the beginners' game, 
both sides start equal. In the 
advanced game there are historical 
advantages for the more powerful 
rockets for the Soviets and with 
technology for the Americans. 

During play, you begin with a 
spaceport. The Cape' (in the USA) 
or 'Baikonur' (in the old USSR). 
Initially your centre is a very small 
facility with a couple of buildings 
and one launch facility. As your 
budget increases and you start 
various programs buildings are 
added and others increase in size 
(buildings are entered to access 
game functions). An example is 
offered by Fritz. "If there is a 
Aldrin closely follows the United States 





J 



ft 



launch that is scheduled this 
season, after purchasing additional 
hardware in the Administration 
Building, you would probably 
continue to research and develop 
it in the R&D complex, then go to 
the Vostok Training Facility to 
check on the crew. After going to 
a couple of other buildings, it's 
time to assemble the rocket and 
payload in the Vehicle Assembly 
Building. After that you send it to 
the launch tower and you go to 
the Mission Control Room where 
you run the mission." 

Astronauts, you can control all 
140 of them, can undergo training 
programs. Each astronaut and 
cosmonaut has skills, although only 
a couple are shown at recruiting. In 
addition, in each game the skills are 
slightly varied and 5% have hidden 
skills. The new recruits go into an 
18 month training school. Then, 
finally, their full skill lists are 
displayed to the player by the 
game's analysts and psychologists. 
After the training period the 
astronauts are assigned capsule 
programs and as crews. The 
players get reports on 
compatibility with crew mates and 
their enthusiasm with how you are 
running the space programme. If 
astronauts are not in capsule 
programmes they could be in 
advance training to improve their 
skills. 

There are 58 set missions at the 
moment, but, because you can vary 
the hardware set-ups, there is a 
potential of hundreds of different 
missions. One example is offered 
by Fritz. "Placing a Gemini or 
Mercury [rocket] in orbit are [can 
total] 20 different missions. As for 
landing a man on the moon, there 
are 20 different ways." 

The essence of the game involves 
a variety of tactical and strategic 
decisions as Fritz describes, "You 



decide what your goals are. Do 
you follow history and launch 
several satellites or are you more 
aggressive and want to send men 
into space as soon as possible? 
What type of programs do you 
want to develop as you establish 
your goals? Do you follow 
historical steps or do you follow 
'proposed' programs such as the 
Nova rocket or the Mini-Shuttle or 
the one man Lunar Module? How 
well you succeed in the early 
exploration of space effects the 
outcome of the final goal of landing 
men on the Moon and returning 
safely to earth." 

Because of the ability to vary 
your programming decisions you 
can change the course of history: 
the first man and woman in space, 
the first space walk, the first 
satellite, space walk, man on the 
Moon — all of these events can be 
manipulated in the game. 

"As for man on Mars," quipped 
Fritz, "well, that's for the next 
game of course!" 

The presentation to BA will "... 
be very visual with digitised 
graphics, VGA only to begin with, 
and sound," said Fritz. "The 
digitised graphics are all from 
photos, film and video footage 





THE PRESIDENT QUESTIONS SOME GUIDELINES, 
ftND STRONGLV URGES A CHANGEOUER IN PRIORITIES. 

HE IS CONCERNED WITH THE FAILURE TO HUT 
60ALS AND IS «OXN« TQ iVALUATS VOMR STWimv. 



ito space 



HE WALKED 
ON THE MOON" 

Lunar gravity was so springy 
that coming down tlie ladder 
(of tlie Lunar Module) was 
both pleasant and tricky. I 
took a practice run at getting 
back up to that high first step, 
then hopped down beside 
Neil I Armstrong). 

" Isn't that something?' Nell 
asked. Magnificent sight out 
here.' 

"I turned around and looked 
out at a horizon that dropped 
steeply away in all directions. 
Off to the left I could make 
out the rim of a large crater. I 
breathed deeply, goose flesh 
covering my neck and face. 
Beautiful, beautiful,' I said. 
Magnificent desolation.' 

"We were both in the sun 
again, our helmets close 
together. Neil leaned toward 
me and clapped his gloved 
hand on my shoulder. 'Isn't it 
fun?' he said. 

"I was grinning ear to ear, 
even though the gold visor hid 
my face. Neil and I were 
standing together on the 
MOON." 

The above is an excerpt 
from Buzz Aldrin's co-written 
book (with Malcolm 
McConnell) about his story 



leading up to the first moon 
landing and its aftermath. 

However, even though the 
moon landing was a notable 
historical event people do 
forget ... or lose the 
perception of what the event 
meant to mankind in general. 
Buzz, recounted the following 
story: "Recently, 1 was In the 
visitor's building of the 
lohnson Space Centre in 
Houston where there's a lunar 
module on display. A young 
couple strolled up with their 
two kids, a girl around four 
and a boy a few years older. 

" What's that Dad?' the boy 
asked pointing at the strange 
machine pointing at the 
strange machine perched like 
a gold and black cement 
mixer on four gangly legs. 

"The father frowned, unsure 
of himself. They hadn't seen 
the explanation panel, i think 
it goes up on the shuttle 
lason,' he finally replied. 

"I decided to tell the story of 
Apollo so that future 
generations will have an 
understanding of the 
historical events and the 
chance to share the 
experience of what has been 
called humanity's greatest 
adventure." 



from the DOD, NASA and various 
agencies. They were either 'frame 
grabbed' or retouched or drav/n 
from photos." 

The final game should be on the 
shelves around September but the 
package will include at least eight 
high density disks (Wing 
Commander 2 only had seven!) 
and a 200 page manual. 
Mission control in all its glory. 



Buzz Aldrin, who took part in the 
first landing on the moon and 
performed the first wholly 
successful space walk, was involved 
in the game project from the start 

"Buzz is very interested and 
excited with all the mission 
variations and approaches to the 
Moon that are in the game," said 
Fritz. 




review 



Coming soon. 




Title: Flag 
Developer: Envision 
Screen \ Sonography: N/A 
Genre: Strategy 
Publisher: Gremlin 
Release date: 
November/December 
Price: £TBA 



Paintball meets fantasy in a two- 
player strategy game. 



Flag takes you back to the 
times of wizards and all that 
jazz. Picture a planet 
inhabited by wizards where the 
game of Flag is used to settle all 
differences using two zombie 
armies to do all of their fighting for 
them. You play an evil wizard who 
decides that he wants to take over 
the entire planet. To do so you are 
using your right to call the other 
wizards to play you in a game of 
Flag. Canny, eh? 

There are 10 opponents but you 
must beat them four times to win, 
which makes 40 levels but there 
are extra levels for special 
occasions. If you beat the 10 
opponents the planet is yours. 

"The game itself is a bit like 
Paintball in as much that the 
objective is that, simply, one of 
your men has to touch the enemy 
flag and vice versa, the flag can be 
placed anywhere you like. Putting it 
in your stockade might be a good 
idea. To make things more difficult 
you and your opponent can build 
walls anywhere you like — to 
protect the flag or to make it 
difficult for the enemy to cross a 
bridge or whatever," said Envision 
programmer Ian Marling. 

Flag is presented in full screen 
isometric 3D and offers multi- 



FLAG 



directional scrolling. You start out 
with no players on the board. They 
are all created or 'bought* using 
limited gold reserves at the start. 
Soldiers are the basic unit, cannon 
fodder used just for fighting with 
basic spears. You also have other 
units such as bombardiers who can 
blow up walls, ninjas (handy for 
destroying buildings) and the 
dragon who will fry soldiers. 

Then you've got magic on top of 
that. Spells available include things 
like 'plague'. If you give one of your 
soldiers a plague spell you can send 
him out amongst the enemy and he 
will transfer a plague from person 
to person and, one by one, the 
enemy die. Other spells include 
extra strength, extra speed, and so 
on. In amongst all of this is the 
importance of certain buildings 
(which provide gold, soldiers and 
so on) within the stockade such as 
the treasury, the uarracks and the 
merchant's house. 




Flag's isometric viewpoint offers a new din^ension to the strategy aspect while 
the graphics vary depending on what stage of development you've reached, 
starting with basic wooden huU and progressing to stonework and beyond. 



Graphically, the game changes as 
the you progress. The initial levels 
begin as a medieval scenario and 
slowly progresses to more 
Elizabethan era. This means that 
your equipment may change. The 
stockade may diminish in stature, 
for example. 

A river divides the two 
stockades. Normally soldiers will 
use the bridge to cross the river 
but if you've blocked off the bridge 
then they'll wade through the 
water. However, they will also lose 
a bit of their strength. Soldiers lose 
strength during a successful 
combat, too, but that is slowly 
regained. 

"The joy of Flag is the control 
system because we have got a 
'tagging multi-system', issuing 
multiple commands. I can order a 
soldier (up to five soldiers) to 
come out of the barracks, move 
right up to the north end of the 
play area where nobody is going to 
see him, then walk right down 
again behind the other person's 
barracks, attack two guards and 
then go into the stockade and 
capture the flag. You can also issue 
patrols which the soldiers will 
endlessly follow," said Marling. 

The commands are issued by a 
simple series of icons accessed 
without having to go back and 
forwards through menus. All 
commands are instantaneous and 
movement is real time. Which can 
get quite hectic with up to 50 
soldiers on each side on-screen at 
one time. 

"This sounds like we are trying 
to create gameplay by rushing the 
player," commented Marling. "That 
is not the case. You do have a 
mini-map, as in Populous which 
enable you to keep a tag on your 
men. The multitude of possible 



strategies and the need to think 
ahead by several moves gives the 
game a 'chess' feel." enthused 
Marling. 

Also, Envision say that you can 
link two machines up via the 
comms link, you can play a one or 
two player game on one machine. 
"We are also working on it so you 
can play through modems in real 
time. With a bit of luck we may be 
able to rig up four or five different 
stockades if you can link up enough 
PCs. If you can link up a modem 
too it would make a nice game for 
a network like CIX," mused 
Marling. 

The PC version will use 256 
colour VGA graphics with Roland 
and Adiib soundcards. 
Soundblaster digitised sounds will, 
hopefully, be there with speech 
appearing at specific times. The 
game should appear this autumn. 




■ > 



The intra sequence sets the scene for 
this battle of the wizards with 
stunning 256-co/our graphics. 




In Medieval Germany, reality is more horrifying than fantasy 



Deep in the twilight of the 
Black Forest, you and your 
companions crouch before the 
robber-knight's tower. Hans the 
alchemist, places a mysterious 
potion by the heavy oak door. 
Ebhard the monk implores Saint 
Dunstan to bless your weapons 
and armour. Gretchen and you 
unsheathe your broadswords ready 
to jump into the fray. 

With a thundering crash, the door 
explodes into fragments. You and 
your companions charge inside 
swinging swords and maces from 
side to side. 



Gerhard the Red Wolf, the 
infamous robber knight waii.^ lui 
you surrounded by his evil 
henchmen. They are ready with 
weapons drawn. Suddenly. Hans 
tosses a choking potion into their 
faces, they reel from the effect and 
in that precious moment you race 
into them. The lonely tower, 
set deep within the vast Black 
Forest, echoes with the sound of 
clashing steel. 

Darklands. The first realistic 
fantasy role-playing game. By 
leading a band of adventurers 
across the sinister lands of LSth 



century Germany you'll encounter 
the real Middle Ages steeped in 
fear; myth and legend. Travel 
hundreds of miles, visit over 
ninety cities and watch savage 
battles unfold before your eyes! 

Your quest, or series of quests, 
may take you through raucous city 
streets, down deep dank mine 
shafts or into witches' covens in 
search of fame and fortune. So 
prepare yourself for the wonders 
and mysteries of Darklands! 

AlKi^OPROSE 



Darklands is available for IBM PC compatibles. 
Look tor the box in all good software stores or telephone now for your free MicroProse Catalogue. 0666 504 326. 
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Title: Laura Bow 2: The 
Dagger of Amon Ra 
Publisher: Sierra 
Genre: Graphic Adventure 
Programming Team: Sierra 
Release Date: Early June 
Price: £39.99 
Softography: (Roberta Williams) The 
King's Quest series, The Colonel's 
Bequest, Mixed-'up Mother Goose 



kgatha Christie style adventure from 
the King's Quest stable 




Laura Bow 2: 

The Dagger of Amon Ra 



L\ oi 
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out for a while, we do 
I survey asking the 
players how well they liked it, if 
they would buy a sequel and other 



questions along those lines. On the 
question of would you buy the 
sequel. The Colonel's Bequest had 
the highest affirmative rate of any 
of our games, even over King's 



Quest It was something like 90- 
95%." 

Even a minor hit for Sierra puts 
most our home-grown successes 
to shame. Roberta Williams herself 



would be the first to admit that 
The Colonel's Bequest — the first 
game featuring the heroine Laura 
Bow — wasn't a massive hit either 
here or in the States, but the 



U 1\ KS 

It's such a great time of year for a round of golf. 
Fresh air, a light warm breeze, pristene golf 
course. ..no crowds, no hassles, and unlimited tee 
times. Is this a dream? Absolutely not! This is 
LINKS The Challenge of Golf. The only golf 
simulator with the power to transport you to the 
finest championship golf courses in the world! 



I JNKS 



• 256 colour VGA digitsed graphics (PC) 

• 32 colour digitised graphics (Amiga) 

• Digitised sound. 

• Full 3-D contoured terrain. 

• Exact renditions of famous golf courses. 

• Supports major sound boards (PC). 

• 1 Meg of RAM and hard drive required (Amiga). 

"Links from Access sets 
new standards for golf 
simulation software "- PC 
Magazine 

"It's graphics are the 
best yet... far superior to 
any other computer golf 
game. — Golf World 
If you enjoy golf, we guarantee you'll love LINKS! 

To get on the course with LINKS, see your software 
retailer. If you experience a problem obtaining LINKS 
products, contact U.S. Gold on 021-625-3366. 




(Torrey Pines Golf Course 
included with LINKS) 




I 



U.S. Gold Ltd.. Units 2 3, Holford Way. Holford. Birmingham B6 7AX. England. 



CHAMPIONSHIP COURSES 

The LINKS Design Team has taken special care in 
producing some of the most outstanding golf courses in 
the world. Each course has its own unique challenge and 
personality. LINKS delivers graphics so realistic, you'll 
think you re there. Experience the challenge! 



Firestone Country d 
Akron, OH 



retention rate of her audience is 
such that it warranted a sequel, 
one taking full advantage of the SCI 
interface and the updated graphics 
and sound capabilities. The Dagger 
of Amon Ra is the result of these 
surveys and is set to give the 
amateur sleuth her second taste of 
murder in the 20s. 

This time round Laura has 
graduated from college and is 
working as a cub reporter for a 
local newspaper. Sent to 
investigate the theft of an ancient 
Egyptian dagger she winds up 
scouring New York for clues 
before attending a fund-raiser at 
the scene of the crime, the New 
York museum. 

The Colonel's Bequest was novel 
for a Sierra game in that once you 
arrived at the mansion, the game 
was played in a series of eight acts, 
with all the aaion taking place in 
the same locations but events 
differed depending on which act 
you were in. "Once you get into 
the museum, that's pretty much 
the way it is here too. People will 
come and go, different murders 
may happen, people will have 
different conversations, objects 
may appear and disappear from 
rooms where they were before. 
There are some other parts of the 
museum that you can't get to 
during some of the acts." 

One of the other differences in 
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The /920s provides a backdrop rich in atmosphere and intrigue. Extensive 
research went into to ensuring that the whole feel of the era was captured, from 
dress styles to flapper giris. 



The Colonel's Bequest compared 
to most Sierra games was the 
amount of conversations that took 
place. But with the new text-free 
input system that Sierra has 
adopted, how can you question 



suspects on where they were and 
what they know? "The interface in 
Laura Bow 2 is the same as the 
ones in King's Quest V and Space 
Quest IV; however we have a neat 
enhancement. We didn't know 



how to ask about something when 
you don't have a parser and you 
can't type anything in, so what we 
came up with was the idea of her 
notebook. In The Colonel's 
Bequest we had the notebook in 
the box, intended for the player to 
write down notes as he went 
along. In this case the notebook is 
in the game and as Laura learns 
things we'll put it down in the 
notebook along with people's 
names and things like that. We've 
put another icon at the top of the 
screen, an Ask or Question icon. 
When you put the icon on 
somebody it'll take you to the 
notebook and you can flip pages, 
highlight something and ask about 
it" 



The art of Laura Bow 2 takes full advantage of Sierra improved graphic interface, using a mixture of rotoscoping for the 
sprites (whereby actors are pimed performing various manoeuvers and the film is digitised) and scanned artwork for the 
backdrops and close-up shots. Each scene is hand drawn (Pic A), inked and coloured (again by hand — Pic B) and finally 
transferred to the computer screen (Pic C). 
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SPECIAL 



There is one main obstacle standing between the PC 
user and an easy life. Its called DOS. But if all you 
want to do is to make DOS more accessible, a full- 
blown graphical interface such as Windows is not 
necessarily the best solution. Huw Collingbourne looks 
at a number of file management programs designed to 
give you easy control over your hard disk without 
making unreasonable demands on your hardware. 



Hi 




No matter how often or how 
fluently you use your PC's Disk 
Operating System (or DOS), it is 
difficult to like the PC's unhelpful operating 
system. Users of other types of computer 
such as the Amiga or Macintosh are 
provided with a graphical environment that 
makes it easy to perform most operations 
with a few clicks of the mouse button. On 
the PC, however, even before you can run 
a program or copy some files on to your 
disk you will need to get to grips with a 
whole load of commands entered at the 
infuriating DOS prompt. 

These days the fashionable way to 
improve your PC's user-friendliness is to 
install Microsoft Windows. Windows has 
three principal benefits. First, it offers you 
a simpler interface to your computer hard- 
ware; second, it lets you use more than 
one program at a time; and third, it 
provides you with a set of pop-up 'desktop 
tools' such as a calculator and notepad. But 
for many users Windows is overkill. It 




£49 • PowerUp! 



The Program Director 
(0252) 376000 

The Program Director from PowerUp! is a menu program that lets you start up 
applications from a numbered list instead of entering commands at the DOS 
prompt You can create a menu containing up to 16 entries Normally there will be one 
entry for each application However, you can also use an entry to start up a new menu 
containing another 16 entries 

Having added a program to a menu, you must then specify the commands needed to 
start that program These might include commands to change the directory or echo' a 
message onto the screen A typical set of commands might read something like the 
following 

CD \WORD 

ECHO Loading Word with the last document edited. 
PAUSE 

WORD MYDOC 

Now. whenever the user selects the numbered option from the menu, all those 
commands will be executed and the Word program will be started up and the 
document. MyDoc. will be loaded into it On quitting Word, the user is returned to the 
Program Director menu 

To prevent unauthorised users modifying the menu of selecting certain Items, 
passwords can be assigned This allows the person responsible for setting up the 

menu to exercise a moderate degree of 
control over the activities of other users. 

This kind of menu system may be useful if 
you need to create a simple interface for 
inexperienced PC users. If you alone use 
your PC, however, you would do better to 
come to terms with DOS. With the exception 
of the password protection, most of the 
features of Program Director could be |ust 
as well performed by simple DOS batch 
files. 

Power Up's Program Director is a simple menu 
system for people who hate the DOS prompt. But 
maybe it's too simple? 




NORTON COMMANDER • 
£99.95 • Symantec (0628) 
776343 

''Phe Nuriun Coiiiindnder hdb most of the things I 
1 would hope to find in a competent file manager It 
can display both a tree-map of directories and file 
libtmgs It tan display formatted files created by many 
popular word processors, databases and graphics 
products The file viewer does have a few problems, 
however It cannot cope with very large graphics, for 
mstante and it imperfectly formats some other types 
of file 

The Norton Commander likes to give the impression 
that it isn't really replacing the DOS command line at 
all It is enhancing it It manager to create this 
impression by popping up its windows above the DOS 
prompt If you want to enter commands to DOS, you 
can do it m the normal way Or you can use the 
Commander s windows 

At first sight, this may appear to be fairly pointless In 
fact. It can occasionally be faster to enter a command 
at the DOS prompt than to select a function from 
menub or windows 

One of the specialities of this program is its fairly 
high level of configurability. You place a window in 
only half the screen, with the DOS display visible in tht 
remainder or you can expand a window to occupy the 
entire screen If you wish, you can even remove the 
windows completely Alternatively, different windows 
can be shown in the left and right halves of the screen 
- a tree-map on the left perhaps and a file listing on 
the right Common files operations such as copying 
and deleting can be done using either the keyboard or 
the mouse 

The Norton Commander has a menu program built 
in You simply name the menu items and enter the 
commands you wish to run when that item is selected 



GEOWORKS PRO • £149 • Riva 
(0420) 22666 

It you d like to use Microsoft Windows but Idck the hardware to 
support it, you may be interested to take a look at an alternative 
graphical interface called GeoWorks This looks and works a lot like 
Windows However, unlike Windows, it can be used on relatively low- 
power hardware All you need is a PC based on an 8086 processor or 
better, plus a hard disk, at least 5 1 2K of memory and a a minimum of 
a CGA graphics screen 

GeoWorks Pro comes with a very strong set of integrated utilities 
These include the obligatory card-index database, calendar and 
calculator plus a file manager and communications program hi 
addition to this, there is also a moderately powerful word processor, 
a drawing program and a cut-down version of Borland's Quattro 
spreadsheet With the exception of the spreadsheet, which is not a 
dedicated GeoWorks application, all the programs can be loaded into 
their own windows and data can easily be copied from one program 
to another 

In theory, third-party developers can write programs to take full 
advantage of the GeoWorks environment in the same way they can 
write programs to take advantage of Windows In practice, however, 
software developers seem to have better things to do with their time 
For all its merits. GeoWorks is a non-standard environment which will 
never challenge the domination of Windows You would have to 
search hard to find any third-party GeoWorks applications 



You can run standard DOS programs from within GeoWorks but this 
doesn't gain you much What happens is that GeoWorks shuts down 
before the selected DOS program is run and then it starts up again 
when you quit the DOS program The situation is a bit better if you 
are using Digital Research s DR DOS 6 instead of the more widely- 
used MS DOS DR DOS 6 includes a task switching utility that lets 
GeoWorks load up other programs without shutting itself down. Even 
so, if you are looking for efficient multi-tasking, GeoWorks is not the 
program you are after 

In short. GeoWorks is fine if you want a friendly front end' to use on 
low-power hardware Its suite of built-in applications certainly 
surpasses those that come as standard with Windows However, 
because it is so poorly supported by software developers, GeoWorks 
doesn t really cut the ice 
as a graphical interface 
And because its 
environment is so all- 
dominating, it can t be 
recommended as a suite 
of DOS tools either 



GeoWorks provides a 
Windows-like environment 
for PCs that can't run 
Windows. 
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takes up a lot of disk space and. unless you 
are using top-range hardware, it runs 
rather slowly too. 

In fact, on some PCs Windows won't 
run at all. You need to have a minimum of 
a 286-based PC with a hard disk even to 
load it. And Windows only really makes 
sense on a PC with a 386SX processor or 



better with a few megabytes of extra mem- 
ory and a VGA screen. 

If all you want to do is to make DOS 
more accessible, Windows is not necessar- 
ily the best solution. There are a number 
of other programs that can give you a com- 
parable range of utilities and better control 
over your disk without making so many 



demands on your hardware. 

Taking control of your disk may sound 
boring but it is essential if you are to live 
on equitable terms with your PC. If you 
just left everything to DOS, your files and 
directories would quickly become a 
disordered mess. 

Every DOS disk has at least one 'top 



There is a range of other useful tools in this program 
Vou can search for a file by name throughout all 
i rectories on a disk, you can launch a document 
iructing the Commander to load files with a 
11 extension into a particular application You 
.! tell it to load all files ending in the letters DOC 
Microsoft Word, for example 
re is also a simple text editor and a program that 
ic used to transfer files to and from another 
; uler when their serial ports are connected 
her via a cable (not supplied) 
Mihuugh the Norton Commander is a good program, 

it IS not as powerful as XTree Gold Symantec is about 
lease an alternative DOS management program, 
ver. closely based on the Norton Desktop hor 
'a iws It remains to be seen whether this will offer 
igmficant advantages over conventional DOS file 

. .jiidgers 



The Norton ConMnander gives you a bit of everything. Here 
there is a 'tree' map on the /eft, a file listing on the right, a 
iiser-defmed menu in the middle and even the command 
prompt underneath it all. 




£ 1 63 • Central Point (08 1 ) 



PC TOOLS 7.0 
848 1414 

There is so much in PC Tools 7 it's difficult to know where to begin. It has a disk 
manager that s a bit like XTree and a set of popup utilities that are a lot like 
Sidekick 2. In addition, it also has a large range of technical disk doctoring tools to 
rival a package such as the Norton Utilities. It even has a capable backup program 
that can save compressed copies of your files on to a series of floppy disks. 

While Its file manager, PCShell, is not as good as XTree Gold, it comes pretty close. 
It uses a similar style of tree-structured directory map with lists of files shown in a 
window alongside. It can display many types of file in an approximation of their 
correct format. 

The most annoying thing about PCShell Is that it does not display directories In 
alphabetical order. The order in which It displays the directories may make some 
sense to DOS, but it looks fairly random to the user. 

The PC Tools equivalent of Sidekick is called Desktop. It includes a notepad, a 
diary, a card index database and even an outlining tool that lets you structure notes 
beneath a hierarchy of headings. There is also a simple communications program and 
no less than four calculators. 

My main criticism is that the program uses a strange set of keystrokes. Most simple 
text editors use a subset of the keystrokes from the WordStar word processor. The 
Desktop goes its own way, however. I still haven t found which keystrokes are needed 
to delete a word in the notepad, if indeed this can be done at all. 

Almost everything in the PC Tools package can be bettered by other programs. On 
the other hand, PC Tools does pack in a huge 
range of utilities. I've only scraped the surface 
here. 

The individual tools may not be the best of 
their type but, when you put them all 
together, PC Tools is just about the best value 
software collection you II find. 



PC Tools 7 has something for everyone. The file 
manager shown here is just one of a huge collection 

of utilities. 
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level' or 'root' directory and a hard disk 
will almost certainly have many other 
subdirectories branching off this. These 
subdirectories may then be further divided 
Into further levels of subdirectories. To 
access the files stored in a subdirectory, 
you must either make that subdirectory 
active by using the CD (Change Directory) 
command or you must add that 
subdirectory to the path statement in the 
autoexec.bat file. 

Already this simple operation is starting 
to sound complicated. However, using a 
file management program, moving down 
the directory structure is as simple as trac- 
ing your cursor down a graphical map of 
the directories. Copying a file can then be 
done simply by selecting the file from a list- 
ing on screen and pointing to the directory 
to which it is to be copied. 

Life without windows 

Several of the programs discussed in the 
panels provide a file manager ranging from 
the exceptional power and sophistication 
of XTree Pro Gold to the much simpler 
GeoWorks. However, even the most 
elementary of file managers is a great 
improvement over raw DOS. 

Menu programs provide a different way 
of simplifying DOS. Whereas file managers 
reveal the directory structure of the disk. 



DOS 5 

The latest release of the PC operating system, DOS 5, actually provides its own set 
of disk management tools and desktop utilities. Most significant among these is 
the Dosshell program. This provides an XTree-like view of the disk plus a menu from 
which programs can be started. It even lets you start up several programs and flip 
from one to the other. 

While DOS 5 is certainly an improvement over earlier versions of DOS, its suite of 
utilities does not match the power and sophistication of most of the specialist tools 
reviewed here. By comparison with XTree Gold, the DOS 5 File Manager is trivial. Its 

'task swapping' does not rival 
the kind of multitasking that is 
possible using Desqview. 
Switching from one program to 
another under Dosshell is very 
slow, it cannot display programs 
in windows and it cannot deal 
with problems caused by 
memory-hungry programs. 
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The Dosshell utility that comes with 
DOS 5 includes a file manager, seen 
here in the top part of the screen, and 
a menu system shown beneath it. 



menu programs actually hide it. They allow 
you to create menus of commonly used 
programs so that you can select those pro- 
grams by name instead of having to 
manoeuvre your way through many levels 
of subdirectories to find a program's 
executable file. 

Taken to taslc 

One of the principal limitations of DOS is 
that it only allows you to run a single 
program at a time. Nor does an ordinary 



menu program do anything to address this 
problem. But there are some so-called 
'multi-tasking' programs that perform the 
neat trick of allowing you to switch from 
one program to another without having to 
exit from either of them. 

Quarterdeck's Desqview is the most 
famous DOS multi-tasking utility. When 
you first load it up, it looks much like any 
ordinary menu program on the whole. 
However, from its menu you can load 
several different applications without 



WINDOWS AND BEYOND 
NewWave 4 • £1 36 • Hewlett- 
Packard: 081-673 1210 
Norton Desktop For Windows # 
£99 • Symantec: (0628) 776343 

Try as I might, I couldn't do justice to this feature without at least a 
sideways glance at Microsoft Windows. After all, it is the most 
successful interface to DOS ever launched Windows incorporates 
many of the features of the other programs reviewed here, but it also 
goes much further. It gives the user a complete operating 
environment' which completely transforms the way you use the PC. 

At one time Windows was the plaything of the wealthy. However, 
the price of PC hardware has tumbled over the past year or so and it 
is now possible to buy a Windows-capable 386SX PC for around £700. 
For £1,000 you could get yourself quite a sophisticated Windows 
machine. There is also a good range of realistically-priced Windows 
software around including good word processors such as Lotus Write 
(£149) and Desktop Publishing packages such as Serif's PagePlus 
(£119). 

To a large extent, Windows solves the problems of DOS's notorious 
unfriendliness. It lets you launch programs just by clicking on little 
icons'. Programs are then loaded up into overlapping windows which 
can be resized or moved around on screen. Windows can load regular 
DOS programs in this way too but it really comes into its own when 
working with applications that have been specially written for it. 

If you really hate DOS, 
maybe your best solution is 
to start using Windows 3. 1. 
This includes a set of 
utilities such as the word 




processor, calculator and 
file manager shown here. 
And it lets you run several 
programs simultaneously. 



Windows applications can take full advantage of the environment by 
using a common set of tools to take care of printing or displaying 
fancy character styles on screen. In most cases. Windows programs 
can also easily exchange data with one another. 

The recently-launched Windows 3. ! comes with a good file manager 
built-in. This is roughly the equivalent of a DOS program like XTree. 
While it doesn't provide the full range of XTree Gold's features (no 
formatted file viewing, for instance) it does benefit greatly from a 
simple point-and-click operation. For example, to move a file from 
one disk or directory to another, you would just highlight the file 
name using the mouse, then drag that file into another directory 
which can be displayed in a different window. 

Even though Windows 3. 1 is much better than the horrible DOS 
command line, some people think that there is still room for 
improvement. Which explains why some companies offer alternative 
interfaces to Windows. Probably the two most famous of these are 
the Norton Desktop For Windows from Symantec and NewWave 4 
from Hewlett-Packard. 

Not only does the Norton Desktop make several cosmetic changes 
to the Windows environment but it also adds a number of completely 
new features. Its file manager includes formatted viewing and it also 
has an undelete function that lets you restore files that have been 
erased from disk. And there is a batch language that can be used to 
write short programs to automate your work in Windows. 

NewWave 4 effects even more drastic changes to Windows. Whereas 
the Norton Desktop gives you an interface to your disks and 
directories. NewWave 4 effectively hides them from you. Instead of 
bothering the user with such details, it handles all the disk-related 
matters itself. What the user sees is a kind of computerised filing 
cabinet into which folders of documents can be stored. This folder- 
based interface may be unfamiliar to most PC users but it will be 
immediately familiar to Macintosh users. And the Macintosh still has 
a reputation for being one of the easiest-to-use of all desktop 
computers. 

Microsoft Windows is fine if you intend to make full use of it. But it 
certainly isn't the only way to make DOS more accessible. If you are 
one of those countless thousands of users who have no need or 
desire to use Windows, why forsake DOS when you could use one of 
two of the programs reviewed above to help you patch up your 
differences? 
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Alternatively 

When it was first released, Lotus 
Magellan (£115) was one of the 
most powerful file managers and 
'launchers*. However, the product has 
not been significantly updated for 
more than two years and is no longer 
keeping up with its competitors. 

For anyone looking for a fairly cheap 
XTree *clone*, PowerUp! software 
sells a file manager called DOS 
Director at a cost of £49. This Is 
moderately capable but does suffer 
from a form of *copy protection* 
which prevents you installing It more 
than five times. 

There are also some very capable 
programs to be found in the 
shareware catalogues. Although you 
can get shareware programs for just a 
few pounds a piece, remember that 
you should pay an additional amount 
to register those programs if you 
intend to carry on using them. 
Registration details are normally 
provided on disk. 

If you want to try out some 
shareware file managers, you could 
start off by trying TreeTop, Treeview 
and Hard Disk Director. All three 
programs provide a subset of the 
capabilities of XTree Gold. The best- 
known shareware menu programs 
include Automenu, PowerMenu and 
PC-MasterControl. If you are looking 
for a Sidekick-like set of pop-up 
utilities you will be spoilt for choice. 
Power Desk, PC DeskTeam and IMX 
Co-Pilot are all worth a look. 




SIDEKICK 2 • £79.95 • Borland (0734) 32 1 1 50 

These days we have become used to the fact that the PC is capable of doing more than one thing at 
a time. Using Microsoft Windows or Desqview, you can have several programs loaded and switch 
from one to the other with a couple of keystrokes or mouse clicks. 

It used to be the case, however, that the PC ran strictly one program at a time. If you wanted to use 
another one. you had to exit from the first one. So when Borland launched Sidekick back in 1984. the 
program seemed to be doing the impossible. You could load up Sidekick and keep it hidden away out 
of sight in the computer's memory Then you could load up some other program and magically pop 
Sidekick back on to the screen by pressing a special combination of keys. 

Even today, pop-up programs like this are still useful to have around And the updated Sidekick 2 is 
one of the best of its kind. 

Unlike some of the other programs reviewed here, Sidekick 2 makes no attempt to change the way 
you use DOS. It has no disk organising tool to compare with XTree and cannot be used to launch 
programs from a menu like The Program Director. 

Instead of starting up some other program from within Sidekick, you are able to start up Sidekick 
from within another program. You then have immediate access to a multi-window text editor, an 
appointments diary, calculator and address-book. If you have a modem connected, it can even dial 
phone numbers for you. 

If popped up over a program that uses 'text-based' rather than a graphics display, it can even copy 
portions of that programs screen and paste 
them into other programs. 

Essentially Sidekick 2 provides ready access 
to the utilities that DOS forgot to provide. 
Since all these utilities are just a keystroke 
away, this may be the simplest DOS upgrade 
for anyone who does not want all the features 
of a multi-tasking environment. 

Sidekick 2 gfves you a set of handy utilities 
just a keystroke away. It doesn't give you any 
special facilities for organising your disks 
though. 




having to exit from any of them. Desqview 
2.4 (£99.95) can be used on PCs with no 
additional extended or expanded memory 
above the base 640K. 

To take advantage of extra memory, you 
will need Desqview 386 which comes with 
a sophisticated memory manager called 
QEMM and is available for £ 1 79.95 from 
Quarterdeck on (0245) 496699. 



If all you require is ready access to a 
range of desktop tools, there is a much 
more straightforward solution available to 
the determined PC user. Using a pop-up 
program such as Sidekick, you will be able 
to keep those tools hidden away in your 
computer's memory, ready to appear at a 
moment's notice on top of any other 
program you might happen to be using. 



If you are frustrated by the unhelpfulness 
of DOS, it is probably time you treated 
yourself to one or more programs to make 
life with your PC a little less of a headache. 
Maybe a good file manager is all that's 
needed. Or a set of pop-up tools. Or 
maybe it's time to bite the bullet and make 
the switch to a complete graphical environ- 
ment such as GeoWorks or Windows. 



XTREE PRO GOLD 2.5 • £120 • 
Xitan (0703) 899113 

If you want to see what a good file manager can do. you need look 
no further than XTree Pro Gold 2.5. This is fairly expensive for a 
program of this sort. But it is also exceptionally powerful. 

The XTree screen is divided into three areas. The main area displays 
a map of your disk showing a tree-like structure of all the directories 
and the subdirectories branching off them. Beneath this area, a 
window lists all the files in the currently selected subdirectory. On 
the right-hand side of the screen a third window shows various 
statistics such as the number of files in the directory and the amount 
of disk space they take up. 

When you need to perform operations on several files at a time, you 
must first indicate those files by scrolling down the names in the file 
window and pressing T to tag' them. The names of tagged files are 
preceded by a small diamond-shaped symbol. Large groups of tagged 
files can then be easily deleted or copied to other disks. 

You don't have to tag files one at a time. You can specify filename 
patterns such as *.BAK to select and tag all files ending with the 
extension BAK. If you wish, you can even tag all matching files 
through the entire disk. This could be used, for example, to delete 
huge numbers of backup files in a single operation. 

An entire directory of files can be manipulated just as easily as a 
single file. You can prune' a directory so that all the subdirectories 
branching off it are deleted. Or you can 'graft' a directory so that both 
it and its subdirectories are appended to some other subdirectory. 
Operations such as this would be extremely difficult to do using DOS 
alone. 

There is more to XTree Gold than just its file and directory 



organising facilities. It includes a variety of file viewers that can 
display the contents of files as they would appear in the programs 
used to create them. A Lotus 1-2-3 file is shown in the familiar 
spreadsheet format and a PCX graphic is displayed as a full-colour 
picture. 

If you want to create or alter text files. XTree has an editor. This can 
be handy if you want to edit system files such as Autoexec bat or 
Config.sys. And there is even an archiving program built in. This lets 
you tag files and compress them into the popular ZIP file format. A 
ZIP file is typically many times smaller than the files it contains. 
Archives are often used when sending files via the telephone line 
using a modem. To get at the files in an archive, a special 'unzipping' 
program is normally needed. However, XTree Gold also includes an 
option to create a self-extracting archive which will extract the 
original files itself. 

For heavy-duty file management, XTree Pro Gold would be hard to 
beat. 



If you have numerous 
directories and 
thousands of files on 
your hard disk, XTree 
Gold is the best way to 
take control of them. 

Here it is displaying 
the directories of two 
different disks. 





Distributed under licence by Dream Factory. 



SPECIAL 



War games are one of the oldest computer pursuits, 
and are based on a very ancient gaming tradition. 
Veteran gamer Robin Matthews makes a foray into the 
wonderful world of hex grids and combat tables. 



In the world of computer gaming, war 
games are probably unique. As a genre, 
they actually existed before the arrival 
of SIMMs, SIPPs and motherboards; it 
seems the Athenian Themistocles was very 
keen on war games, and used them 
extensively to practise tactics and manoeu- 



vres prior to his stuffing of the Persians at 
Salamis. A computer version would no 
doubt have been useful, but in 480BC 
there was a real shortage of floppy disks! 

War games developed into chess, 
draughts, backgammon and other abstract 
variations, and, in more recent years, 
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fuelled the development of commercial 
board games. Once computers arrived 
these board games became ideal for 
promotion to computer regulated games. 
The computer was able to provide an 
opponent, deal with hidden movement, 
perform all the number crunching 
operations and ideally leave the player to 
'enjoy' the conflict. 

War games deal with all aspects of 
mankind's most terrible invention. You can 
fight against the Hittites in R T Smith's 
authentic Ancient Battles, become a 
Roman general in Impressions' Cohort, try 
to defeat those colonial upstarts in Brittan- 
ica's Revolution '76, alter the course of US 
history in Decisive Battles of the American 
Civil War (SSG), deal with the Corsican 
bandit in Peter Turcan's Waterloo and 
fight almost every battle of World War 
Two, in a multitude of ways. 

One of the main combatants is the US 
software house SSI (distributed by US Gold 
in the UK), as PC Review detailed in Issue 
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Conflict Korea - war gaming in a tradi^onal 
mould. 



WAR GAMES 
— A QUICK SORTIE 



8. It has been in the arms race from the 
very start, its Computer Bismarck 
appearing in 1 98 1 , albeit on the Apple II 
Computer. The early products were virtu- 
ally no more than computer moderated 
games. Graphics were at best poor, and 
more than likely non-existent. This 
approach has been made into an art form 
by a Canadian company. Simulations Cana- 
da. Its titles include the renowned Main 
Battle Tank and Fall Gelb. The games are 
pure text, and their stance is one of no 
concession to graphics, merely complete 
accuracy and realism. 

This is the classic trade-off in war 
gaming. To satisfy purists the product must 
be historically accurate and realistic. Playa- 
bility is secondary as long as the right figure 
has been included for the thickness of the 
armour plate on the StuG III, and the game 



is statistically as near to the 
actual event as possible. 

Non-purists however, 
do return fire. What they ■ 
want is for the game to look 
and feel right, but to be 
playable at the same 
time. This does not mean 
that Sim Canada 
products and others . ^ . 
like Action Stations are v' ? • 
unplayable. The latter 
from Internecine is 
recognised as the stan- 
dard work on surface 
action. It does however 
require an enthusiast to 
come to grips with it, and 
someone who is not put off by ^- --r., 
pages and pages of compar- i^:'^^??'^- 
ative tables, ranges and 
lines of sight. 

Other software houses developed 
systems based on board game rules, all 
showing their ancestry clearly. Many of the 
computer war games were in fact not as 
good as their cardboard predecessors, and 
as the hardware revolution picked up pace, 
the war game fell slightly under siege. 
Elsewhere arcade games, simulators and 
role-playing games were taking advantage 
of quicker hardware, better graphic 
standards and soundboards. The attitude 




was almost one of realism being the most 
important aspect, and ignoring what was 
happening in the rest of the computer 
industry. 

Although a major player, SSI has not had 
the killing fields to itself; some excellent 
products continue to come from the 
Australian Strategic Studies Group (SSG). 
The three volumes of Decisive Battles of 
the American Civil War are the best treat- 
ment of that conflict, and Rommel has 
stood the test of time well. Although the 



The 3000 
Soldiers of 
Doctor T 

In the past five years Dr Peter Turcan has made a 
name for himself as a designer of superior war 
games. Laurence Scotford talks to him about his 
work, war games and war in general. 

Dr Peter Turcan is probably the most impressive talent working in 
the field of computer war games today. Having produced six 
superb war games, each universally acclaimed, he has set excit- 
ing new standards for a traditionally conservative genre. Peter's interest 
in war games began at the tender age of 1 4 when he was actively playing 
table-top war games and had even started a war games club. By the 
time he went to university, he had given all that up, but had developed 
a talent for programming. "I don't play computer games at all, and I 
hardly ever play war games or any other games," he claims. 

He started programming word games at university where he did a 
PhD in computer science. His first project was Word Mastermind, which 
was followed by Scrabble. The latter game was professionally marketed 
and became a phenomenal success even though it didn't make Peter a 
lot of money. 

Peter spent a couple of years as a journalist editing a computer maga- 
zine, but in 1 985 the title folded, leaving him with lots of unexpected 
time to sit and think. A couple of months later he had come up with the 
idea of a war game which played in 3D. "The basic thing was actually 
what it was like just to be a commander," Peter explains, "because when 
you play war games you play everybody, which is hopelessly 
unrealistic. It's like the story that's on the TV at the moment about those 



British people who were killed in the Gulf war by friendly fire. Basi- 
cally the problem is the weakness of battlefield communications. 
Now if you take something like the Gulf War, which is the highest 
technology war there has ever been, and still you can't stop your 
own side shooting themselves, and if you go back to something 
like Waterioo, there were whole battles fought between regiments 
on the same side. So the idea that you play everybody, the idea 
that that is a realistic simulation of what battle was like is just 
absurd." 

He wanted to come up with a computer system which 
introduced the concept of fallibility. The player would play the 
commander, and would be constricted in a realistic way by 'the fog 
of war'. Peter elaborates, "Every instruction is open to misinterpre- 
tation, and in some cases quite deliberately so. The instructions 
themselves had to be open to a variety of interpretations. Partly 
because by the time they get there they might not quite fit: 'Shoot 
at the guns on top of the hill' — there aren't any bloody guns on 
the top of the hill, there are guns down in the village, does he 
mean that, or does he mean the infantry on top of the hill? Well a 
sensible commander is going to choose one or the other, a robot is 
going to say 'Order cannot be responded to because it doesn't fit'. 
So it was to give that flexibility that the program does a best fit of 
the order if it cannot make some sense of what it's told. 
"The fundamental idea was to try to capture what it's like to be a 
commander. Not to be a soldier, not to be a gunner, not to be 
anything else other than the commander-in-chief. You don't 
bother with ammunition, you don't bother with lines of sight, or 
anything else. That's other people's problems." 



On war games ]^ 

Peter is understandably dismissive of traditional hex-based warjf^ 
games that give the player a god-like influence. "They're 
pointless as simulations of war. A war game is either a war or a 
game. If you've got a god-like view then it's primarily a game, a 
competition between you and your opponent. Realism-wise it's 
almost pointless. Not quite pointless, there are other things in a 
war game. For example, in a table-top war game you can capture 
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One of the striking games from Dr. Peter Turcan, 
Waterloo places you firmly in Napoleon's shoes, 

SSG products still operate on the Hex sys- 
tem, the main elements of Orders, 
Movement and Combat are far 
smoother, and each release is 
accompanied by good documentation 

and professional colour glossy maps. SSG 
also has an advantage with its 'Warpaint' 

system enabling the player to customise 

scenarios, considerably increasing Ve- 
playability' and satisfying one of the classic 
attractions of war games, 'what would have 
happened if 

SSG also had a hand in the development 
of the well rated Fire Brigade. This 
simulation of one of the Battles for Kiev 
during World War II, was released several 
years ago, but was way ahead of its time. 
Graphically it is superbly crisp and clean, 
the interface is super-smooth, the 
documentation is outstanding, and it even 
contains a detailed tutorial. The system 
takes some time to get to grips with, but 
the investment is well worth it The lack of 
any sequel remains one of the mysteries of 
computer wargaming. 



Probably the best SSG game, and one of 
the best games of the last few years is 
Warlords. This is a fantasy/mediaeval strat- 
egy game with good graphics and interface. 
The mediaeval period is not widely 
covered, and the fantasy angle adds 
another dimension as regards foes and 
enemies. It deserves a place in any war 
gamer's collection. Finally, as regards SSG, 
the early previews of its awaited Carriers 
of War make the game look very 
interesting, and graphically superb. Keep an 
eye out for this one. 

A different approach was taken by the 
publisher Koei. In a very idiosyncratic 
Japanese way it produced a huge and 
complicated games engine to run its strate- 
gic 'campaign' games involving feudal Japan. 
Nobunaga's Ambition produced a son in 
Ambition II, was developed into Genghis 
Khan and most recently appeared in 
L'Empereur. The Koei system is unique 
with its emphasis on economic and political 
considerations, but, although the engine 
worked acceptably with the first products 
it now looks dated. 

Internecine is also worthy of mention, 
their titles include Action Stations, Worlds 
at War. White Death and Blitzkrieg. 
Worlds at War is a real oddity. Carrier 
warfare translated into a science fiction, 
inter-planetary warfare scenario. 
Graphically non-existent, it has received a 



very muted reaction. The remaining two 
products are both based on board games, 
and are first-rate examples of hex-comput- 
er war games. Graphics are above average 
and they are probably about as far as this 
genre can go. 

Dr Peter Turcan's products are also 
improving on every release, and 
Dreadnoughts (reviewed in this issue) is 
almost a brilliant game. See below for an 
interview with Turcan himself on how he 
perceives the development of war games. 

Impressions produces the 'Miniatures' 
series of war games, the emphasis being far 
more on playability than realism. To date 
there has been Rourke's Drift, Fort 
Apache, Charge of the Light Brigade, and 
Cohort. Most of its products deal with a 




Perfect General: combines good graphics wMi 
playability. 



some of the spectacle, you 
get some of the colour, some 
of the mechanics, but it's not 
in any sense what it was like 
to be there, or what it was 
like to be in command there. 

There are many war games 
that use either a minimalist 
schematic view of the battle- 
field or no view at all. 1 asked 
Peter how important he 
thought the 3D views of the 
battlefield in his own games 
were. 

film \lin\pnrP i< "if it's something llke a 
fUm. V ll/lt;riCC^ » Napoleonic battle then! 

don't see any alternative. 
You can have a sort of plan 
view and then fog out bits 
that you can't see, but it 
doesn't really work because 
you don't have the problem of being able to see clearly in the 
foreground and having a muddied view further on. in a modern bat- 
tle that might be less important because the commander's have got 
plans and charts. They've got electronics to tell them what's going 
on." 

So does he think that other war games designers have got the 
presentation aspect all wrong? 

"What they've done is they've produced computer versions of 
board games. They haven't gone back a stage and dumped the war 
game idea and taken the battles themselves as a basis. 1 think 
they're on a hiding to nothing, I think that will just die. 1 think hex 
grids will die. The Harpoon style approach, with big plan views of 
the world, 1 think has probably got more life in it, but battles are not 
fought on hex grids. 1 think it's just because the best programmers 
have been involved in other things." 



I don't think 
there's anything 
morally different 
between playing 
a war game and 
watching a war 
Im. Violence is 
in, thaVs the 
problem.'' 



fill 



On the history of war 

Painstaking research is involved in all Peter's games. "If you get 
something like Waterloo it's very easy," he informs me, "you can get 
books which detail counts of men, guns and everything else. Far more 
detail than you need in a simulation. If you move to something like 
Borodino, it's much more difficult, because all of the accounts written in 
English are all based on French accounts and they were flawed as far as 
the Russians were concerned in the sense that there are all sorts of 
anomalies were found in the command structures and it was only by 
having stuff translated from the Russian that those anomalies were 
ironed out. 

"Most books that you can buy in bookshops, the ones with glossy cov- 
ers, are of little value, because they're just trying to tell a story. The 
most useful are always the government official accounts." 

A major aspect that Peter has discovered during the course of his 
research is the importance of sound. 

"One of the mistakes in Borodino was to ignore sound, but I've since 
changed my mind on that because the accounts of battles by people 
who actually fought in them is that what dominates is the sound of 
shells and bullets flying because you can't see the bloody things. 

"You take one soldier in the war against the lapanese, an American. 
You throw yourself into the nearest hole you can find, and all you can 
hear is the sound of bullets whistling above you, you can't see anything. 
There's nothing to motivate you visually. It's all the sound. Eventually 
one guy says, sod this, this is getting boring, puts his head up and 
shoots back. And the other side, all they can do is hear these bullets 
coming, and they've got to duck. So its a to and fro based on the 
sounds, not on what you can see." 

On morality 

I asked Peter if he thought there was a moral problem with war games."I 
don't think so, no. I don't think there's anything morally different 
between playing a war game and watching a war film. Violence is fun, 
that's the problem. So I don't see there's any difference. I don't see any 
obstacle to doing it. 
But doesn't a war game sanitise the whole experience of war? 
"It doesn't sanitise it any more than the general lust people have for 



single historic action as opposed to a 
campaign, have simplified rules and are 
more akin to table-top wargaming than 
board-wargaming. They are criticised by 
the 'top brass', in particular for their 
almost cartoon style of graphics. Don't 
knock It until you've tried it, they certainly 
do provide some pleasant entertainment. 

Quantum Quality Productions (QQP) 
has recently joined the fray, and has 
entered vy^ith two real heavyvy^elghts. The 
Lost Admiral, and the Perfect General have 
similar gaming systems even though one 
covers sea, the other land operations. One 
of the co-designers Is Mark Baldwin, famed 
for the legendary Empire. That classic is 
really the basis for both of these products, 
and that is a recommendation in itself. The 
graphics are good (very good in Perfect 




Carrier Strike: one of SSI's best. 



General), but the real strength of these 
products is the friendly interface and playa- 
bility. You will even find pull-down help 
menus! There should be enough to satisfy 
everyone here, and if you're a die-hard you 
can even turn on a hex-grid to make you 
feel at home! 

Each game can be learnt in one solid 
evening session, the documentation being 
unusually well written, but like all good 
games, the subtle nuances may require 
more time. A UK distribution deal should 
shortly be set up, so if you want to be a 
Perfect General this might be the way to 
do it. 

Before concluding this brief look with a 
final product, other 'one-offs' are worth a 
mention. Harpoon from 360/Electronic 
Arts remains a brilliant modern naval sim, 
(watch out for the land based Patriot), Uni- 
versal Military Simulator II (MicroProse) 
may become more playable with the Planet 
Editor, and Rules of Engagement and its 
forerunner Breach 2 (Mindcraft) are the 
best 'squad' level war games. 

So to finish on one war game, this has to 
be Broderbund's Patton Strikes Back 
(distributed by Electronic Arts in the UK. 
and reviewed in PC Review Issue 2). This is 
designed by Chris Crawford, author of Bal- 
ance of Power and is one of the best war 
games on the market. Why? It simply has 




Pa tt r 7 c/c Chris Crawford's 

comprehensive WWII simulation. 



that elusive blend of playability and first- 
rate graphics. The interface is a dream, the 
rules are simple, the game content good, 
and the accuracy level is sufficiently high. 

It seems as though, at long last, software 
publishers and game designers have accept- 
ed, that to make war games appeal beyond 
the narrow range of enthusiasts, attention 
must be given not just to realism, but to 
playability. The PC is now able to offer 
superior graphics, good sound support, 
and, with a mouse, will support an easy 
user interface, so the message from war 
game players to war game designers is, 
don't just sell the steak, sell the sizzle! 
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violence. Watching the gulf war at night was a hugely popular 
thing. I'm not saying there's a blood lust, but there's a 
fascination for it. I don't think there's anything to be gained by 
ignoring how violent history has been, and how violent it will 
continue to be. Apart from that, the people who actually study 
war and war games are usually the least aggressive people 
you've ever met." 

On war game design 

On the surface, Peter's war games are visually spectacular, 
but does he go into as much detail as other war games con- 
cerning variables like fatigue and morale? 

"If you don't take fatigue into account you have superhuman 
battles. Basically I go Into as much detail as a table-top war 
game with tables of figures, which are usually slow moving but 
taking lots of different things into account. In fact the best 
simulations concentrate more on the human side than on the 
mechanics of the weapons. 

"The best simulation of a Napoleonic battle is one which Is a 
clash of the morale and capabilities of the men rather than 
does this make of musket fire ten yards further than the other 
make of musket'. Battles are not decided by that. If you don't 
take fatigue Into account there's no point in keeping reserves, 
because your battle line Is never going to run out of energy. 
Reserves are kept partly because you've got fresh people, but 
partly because they're organised all together. What tends to 
happen is that units break up and become ineffective. The 
organisation and the morale side in the Napoleonic wars is I 
think, the deciding factor. You can almost ignore the difference 
between a six pound gun and a twelve pound gun." 
So how do the sea simulations differ? 

"The Al in Armada was very loosely based on the land battles. 
Quite a number of people enjoyed Armada but it's not a very 
effective simulator. Land wars are based on terrain, even in 
modern land wars terrain is the dominant factor In sea the dom- 



inant factor is the 
relative positions of 
your fleet and the 
enemy fleet, and the fact 
that you might be going 
at thirty knots and 
zooming over the terrain 
is not important, it's the 
relative positions." 

On the future 

So where does Peter 
Turcan's unique bat- 
tle system go from here? 
Initially he plans to 
produce several more 
scenarios using the 
current system, 
probably concentrating 
on those battles that are 
visually spectacular. It 
seems likely that he will 
continue to concentrate 
on battles of the past. 
"In modern warfare the 

battle is fought over too large an area, dominated by too much 
technology, to many electronics, too many mechanics. You get 
bogged down in mechanics and not in decision making. 

Peter is also looking at the possibilities presented by CD, 
which he sees mainly as an opportunity to include 
encyclopaedic background information rather than enhancing 
the actual games Speech output is another area with may well 
be exploited in the future 

Whatever happens, it looks like Peter Turcan plans to 
continue dragging the world of war games out of the dark ages, 
and there is certainly so much more to be done 



"A war game is 
either a war or a 
game. If you've 
got a god like 
view then it's 
primarily a game, 
a competition 
between you and 
your opponent. 
Realism-wise it's 
almost pointless," 




EAD US 
NOT INTO 

Temptation, 
but deliver us 
FROM Evil... 

Sick and tired of playing the 
same old, sterile, graphic 
adventure? 

Then envisage a new playing 

experience where each 
character can go about his or 
her own affairs independently 
of your actions, where each 
scenario is different every 
time you return to it, where 
you can experience ''real 
world'' environments. 

It's happened. 

LuRF OF THF Tfmptrfss has 
been developed using the 
'Revolutionary' Virtual 
Theatre^ svstem. 



Virtual 
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^ FIRST STEPS 



AHACHING PERIPHERALS 


In this series of articles about the PC, hardware and 
software, well be taking you, step by step, through 
the ins and outs of using, controlling and upgrading 

your machine. 
You'll find out what the PC's components are, how to 
use them, and how to use PC software to get the best 
out of your computer. 


In this instalment of our 
First Steps, we'll be looking 
at just some of the 
peripherals that can be 
attached to your machine to 
enhance its performance. 



So far in the First Steps series, we've 
looked at a number of ways to 
expand your PC by adding internal 
boards and devices. This month, we're 
dealing with external peripherals; add-ons 
that don't require you to open up the 
machine. 

At the back of your PC, you'll find a num- 
ber of sockets and ports to take 



peripherals — exactly how many depends 
on the PC in question. The nearest you'll 
get to a 'standard' set-up is probably the 
following: one parallel, one or two serial 
ports, a graphics card port, keyboard sock- 
et, power supply, and monitor power 
supply. Some modern, PS/2-style machines 
will also include a dedicated mouse socket. 
The picture below shows these in detail. 



Common devices such as a printer and 
modem usually attach to the parallel and 
serial ports respectively (serial mice are 
also common, but there are alternatives 
available to avoid a clash. More specialised 
peripherals, such as a CD-ROM drive, or 
joystick, require dedicated ports on a card 
which you fit into a free expansion slot 
With external add-ons, the device will usu- 



Any port in a storm? 

The PC here is a modern Goldstar design, but you should be able 
to identify most of your own PC's ports from this diagram. Note 
that Goldstar has helpfully labelled the ports itself for the 
new user (why on earth don't all manufacturers do this?). 



Monitor power supply 

Monitors will usually be supplied with either a mains ^ 
cable or an I EC cable or both. If your monitor is 
currently connected directly to the mains as well as yoi 
PC, hunt down one of these cables to connect the 
monitor to the PC, and save on plugs. 




Cooling A/C mains 
fan plug 



This whirrs into 
action when you 
switch the 
machne on, to 
keep the power 
supply unit 
behind it from 
overheating. 



Parallel port 

Generally used for one- 
way communication, from 
the computer to an output 
device, and that output 
device is most commonly a 
printer. Just about all PCs 
will come with a built-in 
parallel port, some with 
two. The parallel interface 
is one of the few areas in 
which PCs are universally 
standardised. 



Keyboard 
socket 

This is the PS/2-style 
connector on the Goldstar. 
Most older PCs use a 
larger 5-pin socket. 



Mouse port 

Again this is a PS/2 -styk 
direct socket for a mous 
Most PCs will make use 
a serial port for the 
mouse, or you can buy a 
mouse with its own 
expansion card, which ^ 
take up one of your slot 
above. 



J 





ally need software to 'drive' it — to tell the 
computer that the device is attached and 
how to use it. Printer drivers, for instance, 
are normally included in commercial 
software, such as word processors or 
databases. If a game supports print-outs, it 
will usually contain a basic printer driver in 
the program, and you won't get any of the 
fancy font effects that the more 
comprehensive drivers in business 
software give you — but then, that's hardly 
the point. 

The modular design of PCs means that 
not only can you expand your system by 
adding peripherals, but improve on the 
basics as well. If you find your monitor too 
small, or the keyboard not to your liking, 
you can always 'upgrade' by buying better 
ones and simply plugging them in. 

The following items are by no means 
exhaustive, but represent some of the 
most common expansions and upgrades 
you can make to your PC using the built-in 
sockets with the machine. 



EXPANDING 



Expansion slots 

These backplates cover the PC's 
internal expansion slots. When 
expanding the PC with devices which 
need an expansion card, you need to 
remove the PC's casing and the 
backplate, and fit the card into the 
accompanying expansion slot. The 
cards will incorporate the ports and 
sockets required for the device in 
question. 

VGA graphics 
port 

Leads out from the graphics card inside 
the machine. On your PC, the VGA 
graphics card may well be using up an 
expansion slot, but the connector here 
will look the same. 



Serial ports 



COM I and COM2 are the serial ports, 
used for bi-directional data 
transmission, most usually for mice and 
modems. Your PC may only have one 
serial port. Serial ports come in two 
sizes, the older 25-pin D-type, and 
newer 9-pin D-type. Obviously, any 
peripheral you buy which uses your 
serial port will need to use the 
correctly sized connector. If it comes 
with the wrong one on the end of the 
cable, you'll find that adapters are 
easily available, and sometimes 
manufacturers will include the requisite 
adapter as part of the package. 




Low-cost dot matrix printers have improved 
immensely in terms of printed output and style. 

Printers 

Not the most obvious of add-ons for 
the games-player, a printer rapidly 
goes on the shopping list of anyone who 
uses a PC for general purposes. Letters, 
reports, memos, posters, graphics work ... 
without a printer, these are viewable only 
on screen. Printers these days give 
excellent value for money. There are three 
main types of printer on the market: dot 
matrix (these can cost less than £ 1 00), 
Inkjet, and laser printers (which are now 
well below £1,000). 

For text output which doesn't have to 
have a professionally printed look, a 9-pin 
dot matrix printer will suit you just fine, 
although a 24-pin model has noticeably 
better print quality at around £50-£ 1 00 
more. Dot matrix printers work by firing 
ink-headed pins at the paper to create each 
character. 9-pin models have a printhead 
with a single row of nine pins; 24-pin print- 
ers have two rows of 1 2 pins each. Thus 
you get more dots to your character, and a 
better resolution with a 24-pin printer. 

Fast catching up in popularity are inkjets. 
A bit pricier, they'll give you another 
distinct improvement in print quality, and 
also have the advantage of being virtually 
silent in operation. These squirt ink from a 
set of tiny nozzles at the paper to make up 
each character, which is much less messy 
than it sounds. Generally the 'printhead' 
consists of both the nozzles and the ink 
container and are changed as a unit when 
your ink runs out. 

The best output of ail comes from a laser 
printer. Once the preserve of designers 
and large companies, lasers can now cost 
well under £ 1 ,000. These work in a quite 
similar fashion to photocopiers, and will 
only take single sheets of paper, normally 
A4 size, rather than the continuous sheets 
of varying width of the dot matrix. Inkjets 
will often also take both single sheet and 
sprocketed continuous stationery. 

You can connect a printer to either your 
PC's parallel port or the serial port (check 
which interface the printer has before you 
buy), although the former is much more 
common. When you buy your printer, 
check that the requisite cable to connect 
the printer to the PC is included with it. 



Good brand names to look out for in the 
dot matrix market are Seikosha, Star and 
Citizen at the low-budget end, and Brother 
and Panasonic for slightly more up-market 
models. Canon Bubblejets and Hewlett- 
Packard DeskJets dominate the inkjet mar- 
ket, with Canon's slimline BJ-300 a 
particular low-cost favourite. In the laser 
printer market, you'll find Canon, Brother 
and Hewlett-Packard again, while Star pro- 
duces some very inexpensive models. 

Modems 

Modems come in two versions: internal 
modems, which fit into a free 
expansion slot inside the PC, and external 
modems which connect to the serial port 
Internal modems are unobtrusive and con- 
venient once fitted; they also tend to be 
slightly more expensive. 

A modem will enable you to send and 
receive computer data over the telephone 
lines to another computer. This can be 
direct to another modem-equipped 
computer, or via a bulletin board, or 
mailbox system. PC Review receives many 
of its articles this way, and readers can cor- 
respond with us via our mailbox on CIX — 
the Compulink Information Exchange. 
Most of this correspondence is in the form 
of messages or articles for the magazine, 
but you can also upload or download 
programs, or take part in multi-user games 
on some bulletin board systems. 

Once you have bought and fitted a 
modem, you will need software in order to 
use it — as often as not, this will come 
with the modem anyway; if not, there are 
several good public domain and shareware 
programs around, such as Telix or 
Odyssey. This will enable you to set the 
correct protocols to ensure the machine 
at the other end of the line can understand 
what you're sending them, and contains 
the commands needed for transmitting, 
receiving, storing data, along with such 
niceties as auto-answering the telephone, 
password protection and setting up 
shortcuts for frequently dialled numbers. 
You can also buy a fax card for your PC 

— or indeed, a combined modem/fax card 

— which will transmit files over the 
telephone lines and output them at the 
other end on paper in the form of a 
conventional fax. This cuts out the process 
of printing, say, a word processed 
document and feeding it through a 
standard fax machine. Fax cards are gener- 
ally Group 3 compatible (the vast majority 

Dataflex's unobtrusive Pocket Stradcom is 
particularly convenient vifith laptops. 
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UPGRADING 

Keyboards 

In a market where prices are falling 
all the time, and manufacturers 
compete fiercely to produce value 
for money PC packages, one item 
where corners are frequently cut 
and costs pared is the keyboard. If 
you do a lot of typing, or like the 
precision of keyboard control for 
games, a sub-standard keyboard can 
be a serious drawback. If your PC is 
getting long in the tooth, your 
keyboard may simply be knackered 
through wear and tear. 

Keyboards are a notoriously 
personal matter. It's difficult to 
describe how any particular make of 
keyboard feels without sounding like 
the worst kind of wine snob: terms 
such as spongy, flabby, dead flesh, 
clacky, and tacky reappear again and 
again. As a common denominator, 
the keys should have a certain 
amount of 'travel' on them, so that 
you have to press a key down some 
distance before the character is 
registered, with either an audible or 
tactile 'click' to confirm 
subconsciously to the user that the 
keystroke has been made. 

Keyboards evidently shouldn't be 
bought blind, but tried out at some 
length before you decide whether to 




The f 0/-keyboord: \uncX\on keys a/ong the 
top ond o %eparQXe numeric keypad. 

buy. On a more practical level, make 
sure your new keyboard will fit your 
machine. Some new computers such 
as the Amstrad 5000 series and 
Goldstar's current range, have a 
small PS/2-style socket; older 
machines have the bigger AT socket. 

There are two types of PC 
keyboard, the 84-key XT keyboard 
and the 101- or 1 02-key AT 
keyboard, although you'd be highly 
unlikely to find an XT keyboard on a 
new PC in the shops these days. The 
XT keyboard is distinctive in that the 
function keys sit in two rows down 
the left hand side rather than along 
the top and there is no separate 
numeric keypad. If you currently 
have an 84-key board and you'd like 
to upgrade, be warned that the two 
types are not wholly compatible - 
what you need to buy is a switchable 
XT/AT keyboard (which will still 
have the full 1 0 1 / 1 02 keys), or an 
auto-sensing keyboard. As ever, 
check before you buy. 



Mice 

Comparatively few PCs are sold 
these days without a mouse 
thrown in, but plenty of them are 
sold with very cheap devices which 
will not convince you this is an 
intuitive, easy way to control your 
software. 

More and more games are being 
designed to be most comfortably 
controlled by a mouse, and certainly 
a mouse is virtually the only sensible 
option for any menu-driven 
program. 

There are three ways you can con- 
nect a mouse to your PC. Bus mice 
come with a card to be fitted into a 
free expansion slot which contains 
its own socket for fitting the mouse 
cable. Serial mice connect to the 
serial port. PCs with PS/2-style 
mouse sockets can be fitted with 
PS/2 -style mice. 
There are also three distinct 




Logitech's MouseMan: in left and right 
handed versions. 



technologies used to 
manufacture mice. The cheapest 
and most common have a 
protruding ball set into the base. 
When you roll the mouse on the 
desktop, sensors inside the casing 
transmit the ball's movement to 
the PC and translate that 
movement to the on-screen 
cursor. 

Optical mice are more 
expensive, but can be more accu- 
rate — useful if you're doing pre- 
cision graphics work, for 
example. These come with a spe- 
cial hard mouse mat, usually lami- 
nated in silver with a black grid 
on it. Here the movement of the 
mouse on the mat is picked up by 
light sensors inside it and the 
position relating to the grid is 
translated into cursor movement 

Finally, you can be very swanky 
and use a cordless mouse which 
transmits movement via a radio 
wave sensor attached to the PC. 

Pretty well all mice sold these 
days are Microsoft-compatible 
the standard in terms of mouse 
drivers. The Mouse Systems stan- 
dard is designed for use with 
three-buttoned mice. Having 
fitted your mouse, all you 
generally need to do is copy the 
programs supplied with it on disk 
to your hard disk. The installation 
program will either give you the 



of office fax machines are Group 3 
standard), and the software with them will 
usually support polling (storing faxes to be 
sent at a particular time, eg, after 6.00pm 
when phone rates are cheaper) and short 
cuts for dialling frequently used numbers. 

Manufacturers with a strong range of 
modems, both internal and external, 
budget and pricey, include Dataflex Design, 
Pace Micro Technology and Miracom. 
We'll be dealing with modems, fax cards 
and computer communications in greater 
detail in the September issue of PC 
Review; bear this in mind if you're thinking 
of buying a modem now. 

Disk drives 

Some of the very compact PCs on the 
market simply don't have room inside 
the casing to fit a second hard or floppy 
disk drive, but it is possible to buy external 
devices. Most slimline machines are fitted 
with the more up-to-date 3.5" disk drives, 
and if your PC is fitted with 3.5" drives 
only, you shouldn't need a 5.25" drive 
these days unless you're regularly given 
5.25" data disks to use. But if your machine 
is fitted with 5.25" drive(s) only and there's 
no room for any more, then at least adding 
an external 3.5" device, rather than replac- 



ing the drives, won't render your existing 
disk collection obsolete. 

The cost of external hard disk devices 
means that it's usually more cost-effective 
to replace your existing internal hard disk 
with a bigger one — bigger in capacity 
doesn't mean bigger in size, or to look at 
the possibility of adding a hard disk on card 
if you have any free expansion slots (See 
First Steps, Issue 3). Most external drives 
will require you to open the machine and 
fit a supplied PCB edge connector into the 



slot provided on the ribbon cable running 
from your existing disk drive. 

There are a number of external disk 
drives available through distributors and 
mail order companies which are 
manufactured in Taiwan; however, one 
British company which makes a full range 
of PC external drives, from low density 
5 25" devices to high density 3.5" drives is 
Cumana. 



Contacts 

Brother (06 1 ) 330 653 1 (printers) 
Canon (081) 773 3173 (printers, scanners) 
Citizen Europe (0895) 272621 (printers, monitors) 
Cumana (0483) 503121 (external disk drives) 
Dataflex Design (081) 543 6417 (modems) 
Hewlett-Packard (0344) 763767 (printers, scanners 
Logitech (0344) 89 1 3 1 3 (mice, scanners, trackballs) 
Miracom (0473) 233888 (modems) 
Mouse Systems (0420) 544979 (mice) 
Pace Micro Technology (0274) 48821 1 (modems) 
Panasonic (0344) 862444 (printers, monitors, scanners) 
Philips (081) 689 4444 (monitors) 

RSC (0923) 243301 (distributor with very wide range of 
peripherals) 

Star Micronics (0494) 471 I I I (printers) 
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)ption of putting a line in your 
tart-up files so that your mouse 
)ecomes active every time you 
turn the PC on. or you can load it 
fourself (generally just by typing 
MOUSE). 

Logitech is probably the current 
)est-l<nown mouse 
manufacturer, with cordless, PS/2 
ind serial mice in a wide variety 
3f types. I've been using its 
ergonomically designed" Mouse- 
Ian for about a year now and 
ind it extremely comfortable, 
ilthough I still think the Mouse 
Systems optical mouse beats it 
br accuracy and precision. What 
fou don't want is a nasty, rubbery 
iiing which scrapes along the 
tesktop and needs about three 
^)uds on the button before 
mything registers on screen. 
Three final things about mice: 
irstly, get a mouse mat - saves 
icratches on the table-top and 
nakes controlling the mouse 
tiuch more accurate. Secondly, 
ion't worry too much about 
ifhether your chosen mouse has 
nvo or three buttons. 
Standard mouse control uses 
iie left button to turn things on 
equivalent to Enter on the 
leyboard) and the right button to 
turn things off (equivalent to Esc). 
Only the Mouse Systems 
standard really caters specifically 



for a third button and virtually all 
games and other applications 
conform to Microsoft's two-button 
standard. 

Thirdly, left-handed people should 
note that some mouse software con- 
tains options to enable you switch 
the left and right button functions, 
while Logitech's Mouseman comes in 
specifically left-handed and right- 
handed versions. 

Monitors 

Monitors are so much an integral 
part of the computer package 
that it may be some time before you 
appreciate whether yours is a quality 
model or not. There is a 
considerable difference in the clarity, 
crispness and amount of glare 
between individual monitors which 
aren't apparent until you compare 
them with others. Your monitor will 
also need replacing if you upgrade 
your graphics card from, say, CGA 
to VGA, since your monitor needs 
to match or better your graphics 
card. In other words, a CGA 
monitor won't show VGA pictures if 
you have a VGA graphics card it'll 
work only with the card in CGA 
mode - but a VGA monitor will dis- 
play CGA screens 

The best way to evaluate other 
monitors on the market is of course 
to make on the spot comparisons in 




Super VG>^ monitors ore more ond more 
common on new PCs. 

the shop. A number of 
manufacturers will quote you a dot 
pitch' rating when describing clarity 
of the image. Dot pitch is the 
distance between the red, green and 
blue bars which make up the on- 
screen dots, and dot pitches quoted 
are typically between 0.28mm and 
0 31mm. 

PC monitors come in two standard 
screen sizes (larger ones are 
available but start getting very 
expensive). 12" and 14", as measured 
diagonally from one top corner to 
the bottom corner opposite The 
14" models are, naturally, more cost- 
ly, but if you're happy with the defini- 
tion and clarity of your 1 2" model, 
there's no pressing reason to 
upgrade. 

One recommendation I would 
whole-heartedly make to anyone 
buying a new monitor is to look for a 
model on which the controls 



(horizontal and vertical hold, 
contrast and brightness) are placed 
conveniently at the front, instead of 
in deep fingernail-breaking recesses 
at the back. I can think of few 
activities more calculated to waste 
energy and patience than to-ing and 
fro-ing between front and back of 
the monitor twiddling at poky little 
switches and then gauging the effect 
on screen when it could so easily be 
done from the front 

Health and safety has also become 
an issue with monitors, with 
concerns over radiation from 
screens, so that a number of 
manufacturers are now claiming 
their monitors are "low-glare" 
(which has more to do with comfort 
than health, but is a point worth tak- 
ing into consideration) or "low- 
radiation " This is a topic which we'll 
be covering in detail in a future issue 
of PC Review Until then, current 
guidelines advise that you sit well 
back from the monitor (at least 30" 
away), take frequent short breaks 
from the screen, and don't use for 
any length of time if you're pregnant 

Philips and Panasonic both make 
good clear monitors and Philips, par- 
ticularly, h->s a wide range available. 



Joysticks 



Unless your PC already has a game card 
fitted, or you have a soundboard such 
as the Sound Blaster with a joystick port 
built into it. you cannot plug a joystick 
directly into your PC. There's no socket 
for one. 

What you need to do is to buy a game 
card (around £20 or so), fit it into a free 
expansion slot and connect your joystick 
to it. Note, also, that you cannot take the 
standard digital joysticks that are used on 
computers such as the Amiga and ST; PC 
game cards use analog joysticks (which are 
better, in many respects, than digital ones, 
anyway), so you must make sure that this is 
what you buy. In next month's First Steps, 
we'll explain game card and joystick fitting 
in detail, with a step by step guide to 
installing them and a look at some of the 
best buys on the market. 

For PCs you need on analog joystick. 




Scanners 

A scanner is a device which will 'read' an 
image on paper and store that image in 
digital form on the PC The image can then 
be called up from a graphics program and 
edited, altered and otherwise manipulated 
Scanners are supplied with a dedicated 
card to be fitted into a free expansion slot. 

There are basically two types of scanner. 
Flat bed scanners look a bit like the top of 
a photocopier here you place the image 
on the scanner to be read They tend to be 
expensive, although you can find budget 
flat-bed scanners for £300 or so (such as 
the Corporate ScanPlus). With hand-held 
scanners, you take the scanner and roll it 
over the image to read it These are 
considerably less expensive, but as you can 
imagine, a steady hand is needed, and they 
have a disadvantage in that the scanning 
beam tends to be narrower than A4 paper 

The five inch wide Logitech hand-held 
scanner costs around £200 and will scan at 
resolutions up to 360 dots per inch (the 
higher the resolution, the more memory 
the resulting scan will take up) and 
attempts to scan colours and shades as 
grey scales Genius is another company 
with a good range of hand-held scanners 
Also, colour hand-held scanners are avail- 



able for the PC. starting at around £300- 
£400. Hand-held scanning is a cost- 
effective way of incorporating images as 
graphics within a graphics program or 
DTP'd document, but make sure you have 
a wide flat non-slip surface to place your 
images on. that you don't have a hangover 
at the time, and be prepared to practise 
your smooth-rolling technique. 

Trackballs 

A trackball is. in essence, an upside- 
down roller mouse (see Mice, 
opposite page) Rather than holding and 
moving the entire mouse to activate cursor 
movement on screen, you rotate the 
upturned ball A trackball has buttons 
which act in the same way as the mouse 
buttons do. and herein lies the rub: unless 
you perfect an idiosyncratic trackball tech- 
nique, your hands will usually have to leave 
the ball to click on the buttons, as opposed 
to the more intuitive clicking action with a 
mouse. In compensation, trackball fans cite 
greater accuracy of movement, and point 
out that where a mouse requires a certain 
amount of free desk space to move freely, 
a trackball takes up no more space than 
the unit itself (which makes them far more 
suitable for laptops). 



Cov£R STORY 

How do you make an already enjoyable game even 
better? By adding extra players. Paul Presley takes 
you through the ins and outs of serial links, modems 
and networks 



We've all experienced multi- 
player games at some stage 
in the past. Be it a simple 
game of two-player chess or a rather 
more enjoyable eight-player 
extravaganza with one of Epyx*s 
Games series. The one drawback to 
these gaming get-togethers is that it 
does get pretty cramped around the 
one machine. Fortunately, there are 
ways to allow two or more separate 
PCs to join together, enabling each 
person to have a machine of their own. 
By physically linking two machines 
together with a cable which attaches to 
the serial ports (more than two 
machines if youVe running the game 
over a network), you can play on one 
screen while your partner or opponent 
plays the same game on the other. 

Serial linked games, while not 
exactly rare, are still pretty thin on the 
ground in this modern age of high tech- 
nology, but if you know what youVe 
looking for you can find some of the 
most enjoyable gaming experiences 
ever. Bullfrog, master of the *God sim*, 
has included a multi-player option in 
every one of its games since the 
original Populous. "The trouble with 
any computer player," explains 
Bullfrog's Peter Molyneux, "is that no 
matter how well it's programmed, 
after you play a few games you get a 
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feel for what the computer player 
does. You can't tell whether a human 
player is going to throw a spanner in 
the works by doing something really 
stupid or by being really clever. Also, 
you can't have the emotional 



attachment that you can with a human 
player, when you think to yourself, *Oh, 
I know what he's going to do, I know 
him'. You just can't do that with a com- 
puter player and it'll be a long time, if 
ever, that you will be able to do it." 



Populous is an ideal example of a 
link-up game at its best. Just knowing 
that the opposing army is being 
controlled by another human being 
adds to both the atmosphere and the 
challenge. "Quite a few bulletin boards 



Serial links vs networks 

As with serial links, networks are nothing new. Modem users have 
been able to experience the delights that are MUGs (Multi-User 
Games) for years, at least until the recent demise of Compunet, 
Britain's foremost consumer network. Amongst the pages of travel 
information and home shopping services on offer, Compunet ran a cou- 
ple of games called MUD (Multi-User Dungeon) and Shades, simple 
text adventures where players would log on and for a running fee take 
part in adventures with other such users. 

The network technology has recently leapt forward by several gener- 
ations, to the point where now, in America, several big name games 
companies are researching, developing and even putting into opera- 
tion networks of their own. This is helped by the none too encouraging 
fact (for us Europeans at any rate) that American phone charges are 



practically non-existent (local area calls being absolutely free). 

The largest commercial network currently in operation has to 
be the imaginatively titled Sierra Network (see panel for full 
details of what this family orientated environment is). According 
to Sierra's director of marketing, )effrey S Leibowitz, The Sierra 
Network has become popular for more than just the playing of 
multi-user games: "Although games are ostensibly why you sign 
on to the network, the main feature of the network seems to have 
evolved to be socialisation, in that it's an interactive network, 
you're actually playing with or talking to other people. ' 

The Sierra Network currently has over 8,500 users regulariy 
logging on from all across America. Interestingly, the third largest 
area of membership is in Florida, amongst the senior citizens liv- 
ing in the retirement centre of the states. "One main reason,' 
according to Leibowitz, "is that they can socialise without leaving 
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The Sierra Network 

Currently on offer to stateside users are 
everything from bulletin boards to flight 
sims. Once logged on, the users first choose 
appearances for themselves using an identikit 
system similar to that found in Police Quest ill. 
With their looks taken care of, users can partici- 
pate in: 

Red Baron — Dynamix's detailed simulation of 
World War I biplanes allows up to four players to 
take to the skies against either a common enemy 
or each other. 

Mini Golf — In the true tradition of Mini Golf 
centres all over America (and most British sea- 
side resorts), Sierra Mini Golf features moving 
holes, crazy tubes and pipes, clown heads with 
gaps in the teeth and the compulsory windmill. 

A bundle of card and board games (including 
Chess, Bridge, Backgammon and Cribbage), all 
taken from the Hoyle series of games. 

All the usual bulletin board services and sever- 
al Chat Rooms, places where groups of people 
just get together and talk. As a added bonus for 
TSN users, many of the Sierra staff (including 
president Ken Williams himself) are often to be 
found wandering around the network. 

TSN has plenty of plans for the future, not 
least of which is the opening of the world's first 
computerised theme park — SierraLand. Big 
name events here include White Water Rafting 
and a computerised version of every executive 
businessman's favourite pastime (no ... the other 
one), Paintball! 



TSN puts you 
in touch with 
thousands of 
other users 
across the 
couritry, 
letting you 
link up for 
games of 
mini golf or 
Red Baron. 
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throughout the world ran Populous 
competitions/' says Molyneux, "so you 
could play with another human player 
somewhere else in the same country, 
which is pretty amazing, as It starts to 
get really exciting." 



It doesn't just end with strategy 
games, though. Flight simulators are 
prime targets for serial link options and 
one company that seems to realise this 
more than most is Digital Integration. 
F- 1 6 Combat Pilot was the first of the 



big-name flight sims to feature a link- 
up option, allowing two budding pilots 
to take to the air in a state-of-the-art 
fighter and dogfight until only one was 
left. Tornado (Dl's next release — see 
Coming Soon in Issue 8) takes the 



their homes, as some of them either can't leave their homes or have 
a very difficult time getting around. Another is that the games we 
happen to have on-line are very popular games with senior citizens, 
Bridge, Cribbage, Hearts and games like that. I think it's a combina- 
tion of both, but I would venture to say that by far the social aspect 
of the system, not only for senior citizens but for almost everybody, 
is the main attraction." 

In keeping with true Sierra tradition, the whole network has been 
designed for family use (despite rumours of a Leisure Suit Larry 
Land appearing in the future). This could be one of the first comput- 
ing developments that actually manages to bridge the technologi- 
cal age-gaps. 

"Ken jWilliamsl actually recruited primarily senior citizens to test 
out the network. His mental image of the network was that his 
grandmother should be able to use it as well as his son. He figured 



if senior citizens were not afraid of the computer and use it and be 
effective with it then it must be a good product, and indeed that seems 
to be the case." 

Sierra plans to expand the network to other countries by 1993, but 
where is still to be decided. The problem with bringing such a system 
to Europe is less a technological one than a financial one. Currently, 
the cost of using a modem is based on the standard telephone charges 
assigned to normal telephone calls and when you think that you could 
be spending anything from ten minutes to a good couple of hours up in 
the air with your friend as a wingman, your phone bill at the end of the 
quarter could end up reading like lain Vallance's pay check. 

It isn't fair to rule modems or networks out in this country though. 
Despite the demise of Compunet there are still a few lights shining for 
multi-user networks, even if the sources are from the other side of the 
Atlantic and the Far East. 




concept a step further. Developer 
Kevin Bezant explains: 

"With the Tornado you can have the 
two principal types — the Air Defence 
Variant (ADV) and the Interdictor 
Strike Variant (IDS). So you could have 
an ADV versus an ADV» which would 
be your typical dogfight, or you could 
have an ADV versus an IDS. One player 
would have a mission to bomb targets 
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while the other would have a mission 
to stop him." 

The idea of having different types of 
planes for different players is also one 
that's being worked on by the 
American flight simulator specialists 
Spectrum Holobyte. In this case 
however, it's slightly more than just 
two different types of the same plane. 

Being based on the US military's own 



networked training simulators 
(SimNet), the Electronic Battlefield 
System (EBS) is designed to allow play- 
ers with different Spectrum Holobyte 
simulation to take part in the same 
battles at the same time. For example, 
one PC could be running a copy of 
Falcon 3.0 while another runs a copy of 
Spectrum Holobyte's forthcoming tank 
simulator. The EBS allows the two 





To connect your PC to ano^er simply plug one 
end of the cable into either your COM I or 
COM2 port and make sure the other end is in 
the same socket on the other PC. 



Make sure you get the right size connection for 
your COM port. Null modem cables normally 
only fit 25-pin sockets but you can buy a 
converter for 9-pin sockets. 



Null modem cables are available from almost 
any good computer hardv^are outlet or, failing 
that, from most software companies that 
produce tv^o-player games. 

How to get connected 

Connecting one PC to another Is simply a case of knowing what you need and where to put it. For standard connec- 
tions the only lead required is a null modem cable, available from almost any good computer hardware store 
(Tandy being a particularly good example). Alternatively, you can usually buy one from the makers of the particular 
game (usually for a much cheaper price), look inside the game's manual for details. 

The important thing to consider here is the size of your COM port. Before going out to buy the lead, make a note of 
how many pins your COMl or COM2 socket has (depending on which you decide to use) and how many the same sock- 
et on the PC you wish to connect to has. It's usually a 25-pin socket but if you have a 9-pin you'll probably have to buy a 
converter to make it fit. 

With the cable in hand, just find the COMl port on the back of your machine, plug in the lead, do the same with the 
other end on the other PC and turn on the power. Now, providing there are no flexes hanging loose and you haven't 
wired it up to the kettle by mistake, your PCs should just boot and run as normal. From there just follow the game's 
manual to activate the two-player options and away you go. 




Populous and Sim City 

A long time ago, when Populous was at its height 
and everyone was looking for ways to improve this 
superlative game, Peter Molyneux mentioned in 
passing an idea to link games of Populous with the 
other big 'God' simulator, Sim City. He has since 
lived to regret it due to a constant barrage of ques- 
tions concerning the subject. However, the good 
news is that a project is currently underway to link 
the two together. 

"We are actually employing someone between 
our two companies (French developers Maxis were 
responsible for Sim City) to go backwards and for- 
wards ail the time, because we're planning to do it 
in a really big way and to do a whole line of link-up 
games." 

"It actually went ahead and we had Populous 
landscape moving to and from Sim City I, but the 

trouble is that it's 
such an old title 
and there are so 
many nice things 
you can do with 
Sim City If, that 
that's where we 
decided to pitch 
the Populous link 
and that should be 
out later this year. " 



Two-player link-up games 
to look out for: 

Digital integration (0276 684959): 
F- 16 Combat Pilot 
Tornado 

Doniark(081 780 2222): 
Hard Drivin' 

MiG-29M Super Fulcrum 
Race Drivin' 

Electronic Arts (0753 549442): 
Populous 
Populous 2 
Powermonger 





Interlocking Game 
System 

Taking a completely different 
approach to the concept of 
linked games is Omnitrend's 
interlocking Game System, 
instead of linking two or more 
machines together, ICS allows 
you to link two or more games 
together to create a much larger 
environment to play in. There 
are currently two games avail- 
able that support ICS — Breach 
2 and Rules of Engagement — 
and while It isn't necessary to 
have both games in order to 
enjoy them, linking the two 
together does give both games a 
much larger scope. 

Breach 2 deals with futuristic 
infantry warfare and has 
received critical appraisal 
across the board. ROE deals 
with starship combat (along sim- 
ilar lines to the whole Star Trek 
genre). When alone, ROE's dock- 
ing and landing procedures 
would be handled automatically, 
with Breach 2 added you actual- 
ly get to control the actions of 
the away teams. 



games to run together, so while Johnny 
is busy trundling over a bridge in his 
M I Abrams, Billy could sweep down in 
his F- 1 6 and blow it away from under 
him. 

Currently only Falcon 3.0 supports 
EBS and allows either two players to 
play against each other or act as 
wingmen on the same side, or for up to 
six players to hook up to a network and 
either play a free-for-all with the last 
man standing (or flying) being declared 




Infogrames (081 738 8199): 
Sim City 

MicroProse (0666 304326): 
Knights of the Sky 




the winner or to ail take part on the 
same side in an ongoing campaign. 

Spectrum Holobyte is planning to 
release further simulators, the next 
being based on the A 1 0 Thunderbolt 
and later titles to include Harriers, 
M I Al Abram tanks and AIH-64 Apache 
helicopters, and is hoping to improve 
the technology to allow for more than 
just six players at a time. The biggest 
step that the company wants to take is 
to set up a global network, with a core 
computer running an on-going 
campaign and players just phoning up 
and logging on with whichever 
simulation they happen to have. 

Where do we go from 
here? 

During a recent trip to Japan, Peter 
Molyneux stumbled across what he 
considers to be the future of linked 
entertainment. "They're building 
homes now.with computers built-in, 
so that all the homes are linked into a 
central computer. There's one estate, 
well it's more of a town, with 1 0,000 
homes all linked together. You can 
play games with anybody in the place 
... it's enormous, really enormous and 
it's growing." 

Are we going the same way? 
"Unfortunately a lot of this stuff is so 
techie because there's a lot of people 
in the professional world that would 
lose their jobs if it wasn't and I'm sure 
that it's ail designed to be over-techie, 
and really all that you should have to 
do with a network is plug a card into 
your machine and turn it on. Instead it 
took us three months just to network 



up here and even now there are 
problems." 

America has very different views 
about the future of computerised 
technology, many of them aligning 
with the Japanese outlook. "In essence 
we have that system now with The 
Sierra Network and we are beginning 
to have it with the interactive cable 
systems that are springing up around 
the world." says Leibowitz. "Things 
like Mini-Tel in France are certainly 
are adding to that momentum. It's 
now technically possible, although I 
think that there are politics and other 
things involved, especially if you're 
talking about cabling up 
neighbourhoods, cities or towns. 

"But I think that all of things we now 
regard as separate, such as television, 
computer networks, games, movies 
on tape and so on and so forth, I think 
that they're all going to merge into 
one or few unified technologies. So 
that the same device, whatever you 
call that device, will be the same one 
that you watch your television on, 
order your groceries through or chat 
to your friends on." 

Whatever the future holds, most 
people would seem to welcome mass 
networking. People like Walter 
Gibson and the other Cyberpunk 
authors have had these kind of visions 
for years and with every new 
technological breakthrough, their 
world of global communication 
software and alternative 
computerised environments seems to 
draw closer. For the time being, I'd be 
quite content with a ten-player game 
of Populous. 



MicroProse Golf 

Microsoft (0734 270001): 
Flight Simulator v4.0 

Millennium (0733 349442): 
Global Effect 

Ocean (061 832 6633): 
F-29 Retaliator 
Sim Earth 

Spectrum Holobyte (c/o MicroProse on 
0666 304326): 
Falcon 3.0 
Super Tetris 
Wordtris 
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IT TOOK 6 DAYS TO CREATE THE EARTH 




A brand new animation system combines with 
atmospheric graphics and superb music to bring you 
another top-class Delphine adventure... 

...Another World 

Young scientist Lester Chaykin never in his wildest dreams 

imagined that it could happen but it did. His laboratory was 

struck by lightning and he was teleported to another 
civilisation, a strange world nothing like earth, where he must ^ 
call upon all his intelligence, 

training and resources to survive. AlB|||KHp^SS| 
© 1991 DELPHINE SOFTWARE. ^jj^SBl^^ 



mm 



• Designed and programmed by the designer of the best selling 
Future Wars graphic adventure 

• 2 years development have led to a revolutionary new polygon 
animation technique, featuring fluid, flowing animation of 
characters and objects. 

• Special effects offer a "cinema" style of gameplay: 
• Zoom 'Panorama • Close-up shots. 

• Main character is joystick-controlled, adding to playability 
and giving a real sense of player interaction. 

^^^^^^^ w • Superb music mixed in Delphines in-house 



^1 



recording studios 



U.S. Gold Ltd., Units 2/3 Holford Way, 1 
Holford Birmingham B6 7AX. 
Tel: 021 625 3366. 



LEGEND OF DARKMOON (EYE OF THE BEHOLDER II) • SHADOW SORCERER 

m: 0839 654 139 

HILLSFAR • DRAGONS OF FLAME • HEROES OF THE LANCE 
ni: 0891 442 025 

^\ CURSE OF THE AZURE BONDS • POOL OF RADIANCE 

IJ • CHAMPIONS OF KRYNN HL: 0891 442 026 

BUCK ROGERS • SECRH OF THE SILVER BLADES • EYE OF THE BEHOLDER 

HL 0891 442 030 




NEED HELP? CALL THE 

GOLD PHONE 

HINTS & TIPS LINE 



OPERATION STEALTH • ANOTHER WORLD • CRUISE FOR A CORPSI 
m: 0839 654 284 

LUCASFILM HELPUNE • LE CHUCKS REVENGE (MONKEY ISUND 2) 
• INDIANA JONES • ZAK MCKRACKEN • MANIAC MANSION * 
LOOM . SECRH OF MONKEY ISUND • BATTU Of BRITAIN LJ 
nL 0839 654123 / 



r.w.,.wr.xn....,..^w-.. nil>ll9 Ct IIKD LIPIC IMBAPUATIAM LIMB* 

E SILVER BLADES • EYE Of THE BEHOLDER lli -KKfS mYIJm * 

nL 0891 442 030 0839-654 1 24 

Service provided by U.S. GOLD LTD., UNITS 2/3, HOLFORD WAY, HOLFORD, BIRMINGHAM B6 7AX. 

If you ore under 18 please get permission to use the telephone. Colls cost 36p per minute cheep rate, 48p per minute all other times. 






Reviews 



Fans of role-playing games 
have a treat in store this 
month as we've reviewed 
three of the latest and updated our 
earlier review of Ultima Vll. These 
four games each have a distinctive 
style, so if you've yet to try an RPG, 
there will be at least one game 
here that's right for you. 



Alternatively 



We believe games should be placed in context. 
If you like the sound of Darkseed. for example 
see page 50). you'll be interested in other games 
of a similar style. In all our major reviews, we offer 
comparisons with other titles on the market, some of 
which may be more suited to your tastes. 



Hardware requirements 



A succinct and precise list of the hardware fea- 
tures required by each game. If you need to 
know how much hard disk space a game will 
take up and how many floppies you'll find in the 
box. this is where to look. 
Our no-messing, no-guessing guide to the hardware 
supported by the game tells you exactly what graphics 
and sound cards are supported. And if there's any- 
thing unusual about the specs, or any additional infor- 
mation, we'll note it along with the hardware require- 
ments. 



Two minutes 



The Two Minutes panel is the nearest thing 

to seeing the game in action, as we take 
you through selected screens and note the 
^gameplay required. 
You'll find our reviews concentrate on the atmo- 
sphere generated by the program and the gameplay 
involved, rather than regurgitating reams about the 
background story. You can always read the novella 
when you buy the game - our job is to help you 
decide whether you want to buy it in the first place. 



Our rating system 



^ i We're as fed up as you are of over- 
J^^^ complicated rating systems that mark 

/jr\^ everything from packaging to intro 
w J LvUJ ^ sequences and tell you nothing about the 
\a real quality of the game. That's why we've 

^ made our rating system simple and 

consequently useful. We give a single mark out of 
10. based on the game's overall quality and how 
enjoyable it is to play. 

You'll find the marks in PC Review are frequently 
not as high as in some computer games magazines. 
This is deliberate - not everything is worth the 
equivalent of 80 per cent. As a general yardstick, 
anything which gets more than five is. in our 
opinion, an above average game, seven is good, and 
eight or over is excellent. 
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bright young star of Role Playing 
Games? 
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SOFTWARE REVIEW 



Shadowlands 
Domark 
! £29.99 

I (081) 780 2222 



It's becoming increasingly nnore difficult to come up with 
original ideas for games these days, with almost every- 
thing falling into strict categories and sticking to tried and 
tested themes, systems and ideas. Face it. can you really tell 
the difference between flying Fl I7A Stealth Fighter and FI5 
Strike Eagle II? If you swapped the cosmetics from one pro- 
gram to the other, I doubt you'd find anything different at all. 

Role-playing games fare better in this respect, but even 
these are starting to look stale and uninspired. There are prac- 
tically no differences in the style of any of SSI's AD&D games 
and even Origin, the undisputed king of the genre, has fallen 
into the Dungeon Master trap with Ultima Underworld. You 
may note that all of the aforementioned titles are American 
games. There's a reason for this. 

Without wanting to blow our own trumpet, there is some- 
thing to be said for European games designers. We may not be 
topping the charts worldwide with games such as Another 
World. Heimdall, Cadaver or Wonderland, but there are very 
good examples of creative designing. As is Shadowlands. 

Freedom to act 

While isometric games are nothing new (the best example pre- 
viously being Cadaver), Shadowlands takes the basic concept 
and adds so many new ideas that it is quite simply one of the 
most enjoyable RPG/adventures to arrive for a long time. I'm 
actually quite hesitant in using the terms RPG or adventure as 
it doesn't really fall completely under either banner. 

The basic premise is similar to Cadaver, except here you 
command a party of four characters which (and this is the good 
bit) can all be controlled individually. Split the party up and 
have two or more groups tackling different problems at the 




Dungeons aren't the only 
locations found in the 
Shadowlands. You start in 
a forest area, connplete 
with trees, gravestones and 
orchards. Later on you'll 
come to a forest maze, not 
too dissimilar to Hampton 
Court ... apart from the 
fireball-toting minotaur of 
course. 

After a while (and several 
life or death situations) 
you'll arrive in an 
Egyptian-based level. 
Sarcophagi line the walls, 
mummies stalk the 
corridors and the pesky 
rats have been replaced by 
poisonous snakes. 



Further still are the 
underground caves. This is 
close to the end of the 
game and you're likely to 
come across some of the 
most deadly creatures 
here. The firemen are 
particularly tough, as are 
the minotaurs wandering 
around near the exit 



This part of the world doesn't often 
venture into the vastly Americanised 
market of RPGs, but when we do, we 

do it with a bit of class 




same time, attacking creatures from four different sides, set- 
ting up elaborate ambushes: the list is almost endless when all 
four characters can do their own thing. 

If you think this is all a little overenthusiastic, let me 
explain. The trouble with almost every computer role-playing 
game on the market is that they have to get over the problem 
of having multi-character parties being controlled by a single 
player. The most common way around this is to treat the entire 
party as a single entity for the most part, splitting them up 
when and where necessary (usually only in combat situations). 
The problem then becomes how to enable the player to control 
all of the characters at the same time easily, the most common 
solution to which is to freeze time and run the encounter as a 
series of turns, allowing the player to issue orders to each char- 
acter, then watch them carry them out. Either that or use the 
Eye of the Beholder approach where you get a single first-per- 
son view and the characters never split up. 



Now ask any RPG fan and he or she will tell you that you 
can't beat a bit of creative thought when it comes to solving 
puzzles or defeating enemies. The trouble is these systems 
don't allow for that. However, by slowing the pace of the game 
down a notch or two and allowing the player to have continual 
control over each character. Shadowlands manages to break 
free of the mould and offers the player an almost complete 
feeling of freedom over his or her actions. 

There is a down side unfortunately, but it's got nothing to 
do with the system. The problem lies in the actual puzzles the 
game springs on you. For the most part they only have a single 
solution and while this doesn't take anything away from the 
gameplay it doesn't add nearly quite as much as it could have 
done. 

The Shadowlands system has enormous potential for 
growth in this area and with time, the designers could create 
some absolutely stunning adventures and problems with real- 




istic solutions and true multiple answers. As it stands, being 
able to use either a stick or an apple to apply weight to a pres- 
sure plate doesn't really count as a multiple solution. 

Shadowlands' other brand new feature is something called 
photoscaping. Essentially this is an atmosphere-generating 
device, using light sources to create realistic shadows and sur- 
prisingly enough it works. It's all too easy to instantly dismiss a 
game that boasts a brand new gaming system with a fancy and 
marketing-created name on the cover blurb, but photoscaping 
really does add a new dimension to the game, making those 
tense moments of danger even worse when your torch sudden- 
ly flickers out and you're left fumbling in the dark. 

The light fantastic 

what's even nicer is that the designers of the game haven't just 
left it as a fancy mood-setting device. Light plays a very impor- 
tant and realistic part of the game (you can't read signs on the 



wall without something to see by), and is the focal point for 
more than one of the more fiendish traps and puzzles. There's 
also a very nice routine built into the program that causes cer- 
tain monsters to be attracted to light sources (rats for exam- 
ple) which can lead to some very interesting circumstances. 
This also allows you to get clever in the way you dispatch them; 
guiding a zombie towards a couple of pits then throwing the 
torch on to the far side and watching him fall to his un-death. 

Speaking of rats, Shadowlands contains one of the most 
irritating sets of monsters ever to appear in a computer game. 
Namely, the bad guy that can't be killed. It starts with rats, but 
on later levels can take the form of snakes or scorpions. Who- 
ever came up with this idea for these minuscule monsters that 
are too small to hit but will quite happily follow you around 
nibbling away at a hit point here and there has possibly the 
most sick and twisted mind I've yet to come across in the world 
of computer games (you know who you are). One was so per- 




Shadowlands 



sistent he even followed us through teleporters in order to 
deliver that fatal bite. 

To be honest I think this feature has been slightly overused. 
Introducing the pesky varnnints at a later stage than level one 
and not including quite so many of thenn would definitely have 
been a step in the right direction and would have caused at 
least one less case of a heavy object being hurled violently 
towards the monitor. 

Generally speaking, combat is a well balanced affair, occur- 
ring just often enough to generate excitement and lift the pace, 
but remaining infrequent enough to keep from being the centre 
of the game. You don't get a lot of control over a character's 
actions, merely putting a weapon in his hand, pointing him in 
the right direction and saying "Kill ", but it's all the game needs. 
Because you can control each character individually, you can 
set them up to attack from different directions or you can have 
one character keeping the hordes at bay while your wizard runs 
around the back to cast a fireball. Because the system is so 
easy to use. you can employ almost any kind of strategy you 
wish. 

An age old story 

But I've barely touched the objectives of the game and while 
this isn't always as important to an RPG as the actual game- 
play, the storyline is quite an important part of Shadowlands's 
overall feel. It's quite similar in content to the plot of every- 
one's favourite underground explorer. Dungeon Master. You are 
killed when an army of foul things and horrible whatsits come 
pouring out of the Shadowlands of the title, slaughtering 
everything in their path. Your spirit lives on. though, and is 
determined to get revenge for the foul atrocities committed 
against your people and your wife (you were a royal prince). 

You do this by influencing the minds of four local adventur- 
ers and guiding them into the Shadowlands to find your bones 
and place them on some altar of life, or something. This is a 
clever way of saying you control the four heroes. 

You start on a forest track, presumably just on the edge of 
the Shadowlands themselves. This level 0' allows you to get 
the hang of moving around, picking up and manipulating 
objects and to generally get used to the controls. There are no 
bad guys around, plenty of apples to stock up on, a stick or two 
and even a bow. There are also a couple of ravens flitting about 
to practise your swordsmanship on (or wooden stickmanship 
as the case may be), should you feel that way inclined. 

One thing you may notice while wandering around the for- 
est area is that the statues you pass occasionally turn into thin 



red lines on the ground. Don't worry, this isn't a bug. instead a 
rather clever system for enabling the player to see what's going 
on at all times. The thing about isometric games is that when a 
character goes behind a wall to his south, the player can no 
longer see him or what's happening to him. What Shadowlands 
does is to replace the vision-obscuring walls, doors or items 
with thin red outlines. You still get to see where the walls are, 
light still reflects off them, objects still bounce off them, you 
just can't see them. This can be very handy in restricted areas, 
especially when there's a lot happening at once. 

Another clever use of vision is the line of sight each charac- 
ter has. At least it would have been clever had it remained true 
throughout. The basic principle is that if you move the cursor 
out of the character's line of sight he won't perform the func- 
tion. Set a character to move, then put the cursor behind a wall 
and he won't go anywhere. This is supposed to represent your 
influence over the charcater's will, stray too far away and you 
will lose your control. 

The whole line of sight thing falls down when it comes to 
the actual intelligence of the characters. Tell them to walk from 
A to B and they'll do just that. If a C (such as a tree stump or a 
wall) happens to be slap-bang in the middle of the two. they'll 
walk straight into it and refuse to go any further, causing you to 
guide them around the offending obstacle. This is particularly 
annoying when you're trying to avoid pits^get a party through a 
narrow doorway or dodge a series of fireballs. Even with an 
outside force controlling their minds, you'd expect them to 
have a little bit of common sense. 

Making your hapless (and so it seems witless) band of 
troopers perform actions is a lot simpler than you'd think for a 
game that allows you to do so much. Each character has an 
individual 'portrait' along the bottom of the screen, showing an 
outlined impression of his body. This is split into five areas - 
the head, both arms and both legs - each of which performs a 
separate function appropriate to that particular appendage. 

The head, as you'd expect, is used to eat and drink items 
and to read signs, scrolls and parchments. The arms are used 
to pick things up, use objects and throw things (with particular 
items displayed in the 'hand' area of the portrait), and the legs 
are used (surprise, surprise) to move around. The right leg just 
moves the one character, while the left acts as a lead' leg. com- 
manding the other characters to follow the selected one like 
sheep (more often than not to the slaughter). 

You may find it needs a little getting used to (the amount of 
times I confused the functions of the right side with the left 
side were innumerable), but thanks to the unhurried pace of 




TWO MINUTES OF INDIVIDUALISM 



' We join our heroes as 
they ponder a tricky 
problem, how to get past these 
pits. That pressure plate might 
be the answer. 



Hurling a stick over the pits lends 
just enough weight to trigger the 
pad and remove the central pit. A 
spot of careful negotiation and 
we're through. 



A sign on the wall reads 'Watch 
your step'. Carefully we make our 

way along the edge of the wall, 
with the torch carrier leading the 
way. 



A light trigger! Thanks to the 
light from the torch, we've 

revealed the pits to the east, 
in single file we make our 
way past them. 



Photoscaping at work 

What photoscaping does is provide a realistic use 
of light and light sources throughout the game. 
Without any light sources activated a dungeon 
area will be in darkness (pic A). Light a fresh 
torch and you'll see the light spread out from the 
centre, grovy^ing dimmer as it reaches its limits 
(pic B). As you move around, the light 'bounces' 
off walls, doors and the like, curving around 
corners or through doorways (pic C). Gradually 
the torch will burn down and the area of light will 
decrease (pic D), until it finally burns out 
completely and you'll have to relight another 
torch or find a different source of light. 
Apart from aiding vision, light plays a key factor 
with some of the monsters and traps that are 
pitted against your motley crew. Hanging from 
walls at key points in the dungeons are light 
'receptacles', triggers that activate certain events 
when a light source comes into contact with them 
(such as opening pits or closing doors). It's a fairly 
simple concept but they do mean that the game's 
developers can design some pretty crafty 
problems for the player to solve. For example, a 
pit blocks your path with a sign that says 'Cast 
some light on the problem' . Out of the sight, way 
down the corridor beyond the pit, is a receptacle 
that will close the pit when triggered. But how to 
trigger it? A torch will only reach so far and even 
throwing it doesn't make the distance. But a 
fireball spell (which also provides a source of 
travelling light as well as being a devastating 
weapon) would travel far enough. 




the game it's not usually a problem, it is one of those irritating 
smaii features (along with the aforementioned rats and unin- 
telligent movement paths) that virtually every game has. 

Another irritating features that were probably good ideas on 
paper was the object rotation process. In layman's terms, when 
you access your inventory screen you can place objects in the 
16 slots in whatever order you like. By using the two arrows on 
the character portraits you can rotate through the objects in 
the order you set them up, until the desired object is in the 
character's hand. Unfortunately it's very easy to lose track of 
what object was where and you rotate through endless of use- 
less items until you get to the one you want. Again, this is a 
minor irritation unlikely to affect the game in any major way. 
but it still niggled and could easily have been improved. 



At an RPG's heart 

Every role-playing game set in a fantasy genre has to include 
magic. A good magic system can transform a fairly average 
game into something worth coming back to. In my mind Dun- 
geon Master still has one of the best magic systems ever to 
appear in a computer game and while Shadowlands doesn't 
come close to touching it, it does contain several really nice 
ideas. 

The first of these is the use of magikforce (sic). Every object 
contains an amount of energy that determines how powerful it 
is. A sword with an MF of 67 is more effective than one with an 
MF of 12 (to quote the manual for a moment). What's really 
nice about this is that wizards and magicians can drain objects 
of MF in order to beef up their spells. A fireball scroll that's just 



With nothing else to hinder us, 
we mal<e it down towards a 
couple of skeletons. After a 
quick thrust and parry they 
drop a key. 



Making our way back past the 
pits we arrive back at the top 

where the skeleton's key opens 
the locked gate. Carefully we 
push on. 



Two pressure pads stand in front 
of the gate and need 
considerable weight to trigger. 
Two characters on each should 
do it. 



Damn! The two guys on the 
southern pad were teleported 
into a rat-infested cell. Guess it's 
up to the other two to find a way 
to rescue them ... and quick! 




Shadowlands 



; LONG SWORD 
^HEIGHT: Oe.50 KG. 
^MQGIK FORCE :^<^/S^ 



\ TOTQL S COMBQT Lk'L : 

WEIGHT :oeo. 00 kg.!mogik lvl: 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ STRENGTH : 



I ENERGHM 

mm 



oso/oao j^HV 




The inventory screen offers more than just a list of possessions. You can set up 
group formations on the chess boards, eat, drink and sleep, drain magical 
energy from objects and even set up an equipment rota^on. 

been used is no use to anyone, but all the 
wizard has to do is take. say. an apple, 
drain 50 points of MF from it and 
transfer that energy to the scroll. 
Hey presto! A brand new fireball 
spell. Of course, the apple is now tv^ 
probably no use to anyone and \r 
would barely contain enough nour- 
ishment to be an effective guard 
against hunger, but that's the choice the 
wizard made. This means that you have to be careful about 
what you drain and what you hang on to. It's all very well hav- 
ing a dozen fully charged scrolls at hand, but if that's left you 
with hardly any food, you're in trouble. 

The other nice touch with the magic is the way spellbooks 
are used. You start with an empty book containing six slots. 
Whenever you come across a scroll you can add it to the book 
in the order that you wish to cast it (similar to the object rota- 
tion of the inventory). This means you would be able to cast six 
spells from a single book before you then have to select anoth- 
er piece of equipment to use - this is all very handy when you 
become embroiled in tricky combat situations. And that is the 
core of Shadowlands' appeal. The designers have made every 
effort to make the game accessible, friendly and enjoyable and 
while not every area has worked as well as it could, they got all 




REQUIREMENTS 



Shadowlands doesn't ask for much in the 
way of hardware, but will quite happily absorb 
whatever you throw at it. Having said that, I 
would recomnnend a VGA card as EGA looks pretty 
dreadful. Sound doesn't play too much of a part in the game 
(the only music coming in the intro and the end sequence) 
but whatever soundboard you can offer does add to the 
atmosphere. Memory restraints are pretty minimal (I've 
had no problems at all on many different machines) and 
you'll need less than I Mb free on your hard drive. 



Hercules^ | Roland^ [Ad Ub ^ 




ALTERNATIVELY... 




Eye of the Beholder 

SSI/us Gold, £30.99 

Although it turned quite a few 
heads in its day, SSI's sojourn 
into the world of 'popular' 
RPGs is beginning to look a 
little dated and unless some 
serious work goes into the 
third release in the series, it's 
likely to start receiving the 
same sort of criticisms that are 
being levelled at the standard range of AD&D games. 

Compared to Shadowlands, Eye really comes in for some stick. 
The first-person perspective genre is hugely popular with a wide 
body of people (especially with the recent release of Ultima 
Underworld) but Shadowlands is just the kind of game to win back 
some of the 'floating voters' and even cause a few defections. 

Ultima VII 

Origin/Mindscape, £39.99 

Origin's flawed masterpiece has 
a lot going for it (the strength 
of the previous titles) and a lot 
against it (horrendous bugs). To 
be fair to Origin, it has tried to 
produce something really 
special for this supposedly final 
trilogy in the series, but the end product looks over-stretched and 
isn't nearly as enjoyable as The Savage Empire. 

Storytelling has always been Origin's strongest suit and Ultima VII 
is no shirker in this department. Ritual serial killings, drug 
problems, important social issues and developing societies - Ultima 
VII tells its story with ease and clarity and you're never at a loss as 
to what's going on. Unfortunately it just isn't as friendly as 
Shadowlands and the bugs are enough to turn anyone away. 

Cadaver 

Renegade, £35.99 

Cadaver is possibly the closest 
thing to Shadowlands on the 
PC (with the possible 
exception of Legend - see 
below), but with only a single 
character to control and a 
much stronger puzzle element, it's reminiscent of the age-old 8-bit 
classics such as Head Over Heels and Batman. 

Shadowlands is a superior game, there's no doubting that, but 
Cadaver has quite a following and shouldn't simply be ignored. It 
has a lot to offer and with Cadaver - The Payoff almost upon us, is 
likely to remain the strongest alternative choice to Shadowlands. 





Legend 




Mindscape, £30.99 

For full details on Legend see 
the review on page 54. But in a 
nutshell. Legend is more like 
Cadaver with four characters 
than a cross between that and 
Shadowlands. It doesn't quite 
have the same feeling of 
excitement and atmosphere and doesn't feel nearly as 'realistic*. 

It's certainly not a bad product but as to whether you'd choose it 
over Cadaver depends on how much you like the feel of owning an 
older classic. As to whether you'd choose it over Shadowlands, it's 
really only worth it if you want to own both. Shadowlands is the 
better product. 



the important areas right. Shadowlands deserves to do as well 
as Ultima VII, Underworld or EOTB II and if there's any justice it 
will do. Once again the creative talents of European designers 
has certainly paid off. 



PAUL PRESLEY 
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Based on a twelve year old 
tournament series, the game 
includes a highly refined yet 
very intuitive playing system 



i» Gorgeous playing field and landscapes 
• Clean and simple interface 
• Three difficulty levels 
• You control every move and fire of your 

forces 

^ • Superior artificial intelligence 
• One or two players, human or computer, 
plus play by modem 
• A v/ide range of intriguing scenarios 
The thrill and sounds of artillery, tan 

inrant 
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TWO MINUTES OF GAMBLING 



The very badly drawn 
intro sequence outlines 
Indy's latest and most dangerous 
quest - the search for Atlantis. 



Indy starts off in the casino, and 

since he's a born gambler, he 
purchases some chips and heads 
for the tables. 



By pressing the switch character 
key, you can move to Sophia and 
try to get her to join Indy so she 
can help him in his quest. 



As in his previous adventures 
the Nazis are Indy's arch- 
enemies, and the casino is 
crawling with them... 
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Indiana Jones faces his 
toughest assignment yet - to 
find the lost kingdom of 
Atlantis and stop Nazis and 
alien hordes from 
conquering the world 

Us Gold hasn't been slow to capitalise on the populari- 
ty of Indiana jones and his computerisation, courtesy 
of Lucasfilm. The last two Indy filnns have been ren- 
dered as adventure' gannes (Lucasfilm's) and 'action' games 
(developed by Attention To Detail for USG). However, just as 
the lames Bond film-makers have pretty well run out of Ian 
Fleming stories to adapt, so Lucasfilm and USG have exhaust- 
ed the Indy film archive. Hence Fate of Atlantis is based on an 
Indiana lones comic book story. This is the action game - 
Lucasfilm's adventure won't be out for a while yet. 

The game begins in 1938. Indiana jones has discovered two 
artefacts - a minotaur statuette and a mysterious bead - which 
he believes will eventually lead him to the lost city, Atlantis. 
Unfortunately for the intrepid Indy, these artefacts are stolen 
from him by a mysterious thief. 

While he tries to track them down, Indy discovers that a 
close friend. Sophia Hapgood - a psychic specialising in 
Atlantean lore - has also had various Atlantean artefacts 
stolen and it appears someone also wants to find the fabled 
city of Atlantis - and fast. 

After hearing that a certain casino owner in Monte Carlo 
has acquired' some new Atlantean relics, Indy. accompanied 
by Sophia, makes his way to the Mediterranean principality 
and this is where the game proper begins ... 

Keeping Indy under control 

The screen is divided up into eight different areas, all of which 
have to be checked regularly. The action screen is the largest 
part of the display and this is where Indy and Sophia fight it 




The use of colour in the game is a little disappointing, tending to be dull and 
drab, not adding any sparkle to the play. 

out with the baddies and solve various problems. 

In the upper right-hand corner is the health meter, which 
shows how badly wounded either character is. while the com- 
pass opposite shows the direction of the exit from the level. 
The timer is also situated on the left hand side and comes into 
play when various time-sensitive stages are reached. 

The selected character icon, located at the bottom left-hand 
side of the screen, allows you to switch control between Indy 
and Sophia whenever you want, while the other character sta- 
tus is at the very bottom and depicts the health of the charac- 
ter not under your control. 

Finally the inventory, at the bottom right, shows what items 
are currently in use by your main character. This also contains 
various icons that represent basic commands, such as stop. go. 
eat and so on. The inventory also allows Indy to wield various 
weapons and use any other objects he has found. 

You can move the characters about by using either the 
mouse, the joystick or the keyboard controls. Personally. I 
found it best to use the joystick as Indy tends to be quite 
mouse-sensitive. You can get him killed off very easily by acci- 
dentally moving the mouse a couple of centimetres too far in 
the right direction. That said, the keyboard controls are more 
than adequate and the programmers have had the foresight to 
include a function that allows you to change the game's default 
settings. I found this a godsend when using the keyboard, as 
the game's original control didn't suit me at all. 

A word of warning, though. Be very careful when changing 



Even the Nazis however are no 
match for Indy's bullwhip. 
Knock them out and they 

occasionally drop useful items. 



There are more goodies to be 
had in the green caskets to be 
found lying around on all the 
floors of the casino. 



Once you've won enough money, 
go to see Monsieur Trottier and 
buy some equipment from him 
with your winnings. 



If both Sophia and Indy get 
caught by the Nazis at the same 
time then I'm afraid you really 
have had your chips. 






Indiana Jones and 
the Fate of Atlantis 



these settings, as I found several of my selections reacted with 
some parts of the game in such a way that I couldn't continue 
the game and had to re-boot the game from scratch. 

Once you have mastered moving Indy about, which takes 
some time, you can proceed with the game. Initially. Indy and 
Sophia are located at different parts of the casino and your first 
task is to get them together. By switching between characters, 
you can work out where they are and get them to join up. As 
you move Indy and Sophia towards each other, they are accost- 
ed by various baddies. At first, Indy can only use his fists or his 
whip to defend himself- while Sophia delivers a particularly 
nasty-looking kick - but as the game progresses, various 
weapons and implements become available. 

If you control Indy well, he will knock out his opponent. It is 
worth noting, though, that your opposition is never killed and 
an unconscious enemy will soon recover and begin attacking 
again. Sometimes a defeated opponent will drop useful items, 
which can range from chocolate to money. For the record, eat- 
ing chocolate restores Indy's energy, while mone\ enables you 
to bribe people or gamble. 

Gambling plays a major part on the first level. The casino's 
roulette tables are rigged and you need a lot of money to strike 
the best deal with Monsieur Trottier, the casino's owner, for the 
artefacts and weapons he can supply you with. The knack is to 
crack the system and bankrupt the house, it can be done. 

Communication breakdown 

Communicating with the game's characters is handled in a 
very strange way indeed. When characters 'speak' to you. their 
messages appear in the form of icons which you then have to 
translate using a chart. These interruptions spoil the atmo- 
sphere of the game somewhat, as a character may say "+" and 
you have to consult the rule book to discover it could mean 
"Sorry this table is closed ". 

I assume must that including this is meant as a device to 
stop the pirates, but it seems rather elaborate, as the initial 
protection seems good enough. The code wheel supplied with 
the game is printed on jet-black cardboard and uses even 
blacker figures! I found them really difficult to see and had to 
resort to reading them directly under a bright light. Photocopy- 
ing them would be next to impossible. 

Once you have all that is required and found a way out of 
the casino, you move off to level two which is set in a Nazi-con- 
trolled naval base. The aim here is to get both Indy and Sophia 
inside the perimeter fence and find the hidden entrance to the 
secret submarine base. This sounds much easier than it really 

When faced with a tricky situation it is often worth the effort to watch the 
demo version of the game.. Clues or solutions to particular problems to some 
problems can be found there. 





ALTERNATIVELY... 




Indiana Jones and The 
Last Crusade - the Action 
Game 

Lucasfilm/US Gold £25.99 

Similar to Atlantis, but with less 
puzzle solving. Indy has to find 
the Holy Grail and on the way 
he punches and whips several 
hundred evil people to get 
there. In this version Indy is 
quite hard to control and he 
tends to get killed on a very 
regular basis, which does spoil the fun somewhat. Like Atlantis it is 
very fast, furious and frantic, but it is also a lot of fun and well 
worth checking out if you like to be kept on the edge of your seat. 
This was the best of the Indy computer games until the Fate of 
Atlantis came along. 

Rick Dangerous 2 

Kixx £9.99 

Although more of a traditional 
platform game, it has enough 
similarities to warrant a 
comparison. After defeating the 
Gollutribe and a bunch of Nazi 
agents. Rick returns to try and 
save the world from the evil 
devices of the Fat man. To do 
so he has to overcome a plethora of ladders, traps, secret switches 
and remote control guards as well as travel to the ice world, a 
forest and atomic mud mine! With slick graphics, quick-fire action, 
great atmosphere and tons of pressure. Rick Dangerous will have 
you ducking and diving in front of your monitor, while breaking out 
into a cold sweat. Highly recommended - one of the best action 
games on the PC - and yours for less than a tenner. 




is: you have to manoeuvre Indy around a series of guard towers 
which house powerful spotlights. If any of these beams hits 
Indy. he gets caught in a murderous crossfire which drains his 
energy at an incredible rate. 

You also have to fight a huge number of guards, pick up sev- 
eral items and crack a code to finish this level. In fact, search- 
ing for items plays a big part in this game because obtaining 
certain objects - maps, passes and wire-cutters to name but a 
few - is essential if you want to finish the game. 

This leads you to the third level, which requires different 
skills to complete. There is no combat here, but you still have 
to think on your feet and react with lightening speed as it is 
against the clock. The idea is to get Indy and Sophia on the 
submarine by using a loading crane - and this is really tough. 
You have to make both characters jump, grab the crane and 

Life's a gamble and Indiana Jones is always willing to play the odds. Here 
Monsieur Trottier, owner of the Monte Carol casino, sits in his office, growing 
fat on the profits from his rigged games. 





The gaming action can be viewed from four different angles, allowing you to 
gain a comprehensive knowledge of the area you are currently exploring. 

then judge when they should drop on to the submarine, which 
is rapidly departing, all within a time-limit. Once on the sub 
you are ready for the next level. The Nazis know you are aboard 
and have booby-trapped the conning tower, so disarming the 
bomb is a must. Added to this problem, you have to deal with a 
Nazi armed with acid bombs, take control of the sub and steer 
it to a group of Greek islands. 

The final part of the game is really action-packed. By now 
you should have gathered enough information to know under 
which island lies Atlantis. To make things difficult, all the 
islands seem the same and are inhabited by hostile natives. 
Once in Atlantis you have to conquer scores of Nazis while at 
the same time learning how to activate various machines 
which will enable you to enter the island's interior. 

Here there are literally hundreds of aliens to combat and 
plenty of puzzles to solve. Hopefully you will be able to put a 
stop to their plans of world domination! 

Frantic manipulations 

Atlantis contains the right combination of action, strategy and 
discovery to make the game highly playable. The scrolling is 
particularly excellent and both characters move about the 
screen in a fluid fashion. Admittedly, it does start off rather 
slowly and gambling at the casino soon loses its appeal, espe- 
cially when you have cracked the system. However, once the 
game gets going you find yourself embarked on a tense and 
exhilarating journey through the different levels, always either 
fighting something, trying to beat the clock or frantically 
manipulating the controls to keep Indy and Sophia alive. 

1 also liked the way you could arrange for your 'other charac- 
ter' to act totally independently. While you are busy controlling 
Indy, you can get Sophia to explore a large area under her own 
initiative and if she gets in trouble - indicated by a change of 
colour in the other character status chart - it is just a simple 
matter of clicking on the switch character option for you to gain 
control her again and deal with her plight. 

It is worth noting that Indy and Sophia never actually die. If 
Indy is unfortunate enough to get beaten to a pulp, he is 
whisked off by the Nazis and held hostage, allowing you to take 
control of Sophia. With her, you can try and rescue him and if 
you are successful you can use Indy again to play the game. 
Nevertheless, if Sophia and Indy are both captured the game 
is over, as it is if you fail to complete one of the time-sensitive 
sections within the given time. 

You can get some good hints and tips on how not to get 
captured if you watch the demo which follows the opening title 
sequences. Some real little gems of information are revealed if 
you can be patient enough and sit through the whole showing. 
1 found a whole host of secret doors, combat techniques and 
other information just waiting to be divulged. Indeed, I found it 



good practice to go back and look at the demo again when I 
became stuck at a particularly difficult stage of the game, and it 
actually helped me out of tight spots on several occasions. 

Saving the game regularly is a must. Unlike other action 
games, you have the ability to save the game where you want, 
and not just at a specific point such as the end of a level. Also, 
by just slowly wandering around, you can see certain Nazis 
only patrol a given area, and it is possible to avoid them by 
planning a route around that area. Playing a few times from a 
saved game and experimenting by trial and error will help you 
out in the long run and save Indy from losing any more of his 
much-needed energy than is absolutely necessary. 

Another nice touch is the ability to view the gaming action 
from any of four angles. Using the cameras - which are placed 
north, south, east and west of any action - you get a better idea 
of the areas you are exploring. The change of view is also 
immediate, so you don't lose out if Indy is involved in combat. 
It also helps when your character gets involved in a fight in an 
area which is partially obscured by walls and the like, as it gives 
you an absolutely clear view. This facet sometimes reveals 
objects and doorways that you might otherwise miss. 

Again, unlike some action games, you cannot overlook an 
object that you need, as they are all contained in little bright 
green chests which stick out a mile. Using 
the items is simplicity itself: select an 
item from your inventory, stand Indy 
in front of the place or thing you 
want to use it on and Indy auto- ^/ 



matically does the rest. 

On the negative side, the game's 



graphics are pretty ordinary and 1^ k ^JL^ 
nothing to get worked up about. The ^ 
colours used throughout the game also 
tend to be pretty drab and do nothing to enliven it. But these 
few negative points are vastly outweighed by the positive 
because Atlantis is an exceptionally well-balanced game, with 
true depth and variation. 

It was also nice to see that the puzzles contained in the 
game were logical and not overly complex as in some adven- 
tures. This, coupled with the fact that the game unravels itself 
at a decent rate, maintains the interest within the game. You 
soon get to know that top nazi spy Klaus Kerner has stolen all 
the Atlanean artefacts for Dr Hans Ubermann. who believes 
that the artefacts contain an energy which he can harness for 
the Nazi cause, and it is clear that Indy has to stop him! 

Atlantis demands a combination of manual dexterity and 
puzzle-solving and, while it is difficult to finish, it is highly 
addictive. If you like action and problem solving in the same 
package, then Indiana jones and the Fate of Atlantis is 
definitely the game for you 



WAYNE LEGG 



REQUIREMENTS 



The game requires 5 1 2K for the VGA and 
EGA versions, while the MCGA requires 640K. 
Either a mouse, keyboard or joystick can be used 
for this game. I would recommend a joystick, as 
controlling the characters with a mouse is quite tricky. 
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SOFTWARE REVIEW 



Darkseed 
Mirage 
I £39.99 

I (0260) 299909 



Most people will be familiar with Giger's work through 
Ridley Scott's classic science-fiction thriller Alien. 
But Giger's art transcends the nnerely horrific; his 
unique works embody all aspects of the human subconscious, 
from our worst nightmares to our darkest desires. The images 
Giger generates are. at one extreme, strangely abstract, and at 
the other blatantly erotic, some would say pornographic. 

Looking at these depictions of phallic symbols, distortions 
of natural shapes and biomechanic symbiosis, can hardly be 
called a pleasant experience; these pictures strike too many 
raw nerves for that to be the case. The truth is that art of this 
nature forces the viewer to respond violently; it is impossible 
not to react with disgust or empathy, or pleasure. The games 
that the art of Escher plays with logic, are played by Giger on 
emotions. 

The plot thickens 

But what, you may well ask, has all this got to do with comput- 
er games? The answer is Darkseed, the creation of American 
development team Cyber Dreams, which uses Giger's artwork 
extensively. In a time when every graphic adventure released 
on the PC seems to be comic (witness Sierra and Lucasfilm's 
games), it is refreshing to see a company taking the plunge and 
producing one with a serious plot. And you can't get much 
more serious than the plot of Darkseed. It develops like a cross 
between Alien and a Michael Crichton novel. Protagonist Mike 




In the 'real world' artwork exaggerated perspective is used to very good effect, 
as can be seen from this shot of the front of the house. 



The macabre art 
of Giger provides 
an atmospheric 
background in this 
most unusual of 
graphic 
adventures 



■ I 



Dark 



Dawson, who coincidentally looks exactly like his namesake. 
Mike Dawson the game designer, buys an old Victorian house 
m a strange and hostile neighbourhood. While taking a nap in 
the house he has a bizarre nightmare in which an alien embryo 
is implanted within his skull. He wakes with a splitting 
headache and over the next few days his dreams and 
headaches become increasingly severe. Realising that some- 
thing is very wrong, his only hope is to find the meaning 
behind his dreams and destroy the source of his headaches. 
Enough to give migraine sufferers sleepless nights for months, 
isn't it? 

Twin worlds 

If you've read any of the publicity that Darkseed has had to 
date you'll know that the answer lies in the existance of a paral- 
lel world. While even the normal' world in Darkseed is a little 
odd. what with its strange goings on and distinct lack of people 



One of the first clues 
you find is the note on 
this mirror - why had it been put 
in the garage? 



TWO IMINUTES OF CLUE HUNTING 



The house plans that have been 
conveniently left in the study 
show that there is more to the 
place than first meets the eye. 



Things certainly take a turn for 
the worse when the postman 
delivers a macabre package 
to you. 



Stepping outside you come 
across a discarded 

newspaper, it confirm that 
something is amiss. 




or human activity, the parallel world, which is the one based on 
Giger's artwork, is even nnore bizarre, populated as it is by 
unhealthy looking alien creatures and intelligent combinations 
of flesh and machine. The Giger-generated world is 
monochrome because Giger insisted on his art being rendered 
in a high resolution mode. This does of course mean that only 
VGA owners will get to sample the delights of Giger on screen. 
The lack of colour is no great loss since much of Giger's art is 
either monochrome or painted in very subtle shades, and in 
fact the sombre look actually suits it. 

The real world' art is a little more colourful although it still 
has a slightly hazy, 'unreal' look about it. Unfortunately all of 
the digitised sprites, especially the main character, are 
extremely crisp, and when they are set against the softer bak- 
grounds they have a very two-dimensional cardboard cut-out 
look to them. This is made worse by the very stiff and stilted 
animation. 
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The worst offender is the central character who, much of the 
time, looks like a mindless robot. Cyber Dreams would also 
have done well to take a leaf out of Lucasfilm's book and give 
the main character something to do when he isn't being 
moved. To see him sitting down and having a drink or contem- 
platively picking his nose would have been better than just 
standing like a lemon staring into space. 

It's hydromatic, systematic ... 

A definite plus point is the control system-, it's simple, but 
effective. All functions are achieved with the mouse. Normally 
the cursor is an arrow which can be pointed to any location on 
the screen to make Dawson walk there (if he can reach it). 
When it passes over an exit the cursor changes shape to show 
that the screen can be left at this point. Clicking the right 
mouse button changes the cursor to a hand and the function to 
get/manipulate object. Whenever the cursor passes over an 
object that can be taken or manipulated it changes to a point- 
ing finger. This makes it very easy to identify items which are 
only there as part of the background. Clicking the right mouse 
button again changes the cursor once more, to a question 
mark this time, and the function becomes examine. Once again 
the cursor changes shape, to an exclamation mark, whenever it 
passes over an item of interest. 

The inventory is shown as a strip of icons which drop down 
whenever the cursor is moved to the top of the screen. These 
can then be held by changing the cursor to a hand and clicking 
on the desired object, which is highlighted. Some objects, 
when collected, will cause the game to cut to a close-up view, 
especially when there is something to be read. 




Eoch night, after Dawson goes to $/eep, he is subjected to strange dreams which 
provide eerie clues as to his predicament. 



A library book has been 
reserved for you and it makes 
fascinating, if rather chilling, 
reading. 



The library also holds another 
clue - this time hidden in 
the stacks of books on the 
shelves. 



Robbing the dead is not usually 
your style, but your grave 
situation calls for desperate 
measures. 



The clues so far have been a little 
helpful, but there's still no sign of 
an answer. Maybe new neighbour 
Delbert can help. 




Darkseed 




In the dark world you have to find alternative means of getting from one 
location to another. This one is particularly stomach churning. 

Players who don't possess a mouse (why, when they are so 
cheap now?) can ennulate it using either a joystick or keyboard. 
Both of these are fairly slow and clunnsy ways of going about 
things, although the ganne is still playable in both cases. 

As far as interacting with other characters is concerned, 
there is no Talk' option as such, although they will speak to 
you if the need arises. Speech is available on both Ad Lib and 
Sound Blaster (which are the only sound cards supported), and 
also through the standard PC speaker. The quality of the 
speech through the latter is surprisingly good, clearer in fact, 
than it is through the Ad Lib card, although Sound Blaster 
owners inevitably get the best deal. Even using a hard disk 
there is an annoying pause while each bit of speech is loaded, 
so you always know when someone is about to speak to you. 
Both worlds actually operate in compressed real time, so 
shops open and close, people move about, and days pass 
whether you do anything or not. 

Save your soul 

Once you've done everything you want to do on a particular 
day you have to go back to the house and go to sleep. While 
you sleep you dream about the strange aliens again and this is 
shown in a monochrome animated sequence. The manual 
advises that the game is saved often, especially at the 
end of each day. in case you need to go back and do 
something on that day. 

Saving and loading games is a very simple affair, 
achieved via an icon on the inventory strip, and you 
can save as many games as you wish, each with a 
unique filename. I would reiterate the need for fre- j!^ 
quent saves; this is not one of those games in which 
you can't die, and it is also very easy to go down a 
metaphorical 'dead end' from which there is no way out bar 
loading a game saved earlier. 

This is the sort of adventure that you will have to play 
through several times to make any progress, rather than the 
type in which you will be stuck in a particular spot for a long 
while. You are playing within a severe time limit. If you don't 
achieve every necessary objective within a few days the crea- 
ture within your head will be born and the game comes to an 
end. In fact timing is ridiculously critical throughout and fre- 
quently the only way in which you find out you have neglected 
to do something vital is when the game comes to an unexpect- 
ed end and you are forced to play through from the beginning, 
usually with very little idea of where it is you've gone wrong. 

The difficulty is that many of the problems are so disjointed 
and obscure that only luck will really lead you to the answer, 
and this problem is compounded by the fact that a couple of 




ALTERNATIVELY... 



Altered Destiny 



Accolade, £34.99 

Another graphic adventure in 
which the hero is unexpectedly 
thrown into another dimension, 
on this occasion through a 
strange television set. Altered 
Destiny is a far more colourful 
and lighter in plot than 
Darkseed and certainly easier 
to complete, so it will appeal to 
those who find Darkseed's plot 
a little too sombre, or who don't like the idea of tackling such a 
tough adventure. 

Heart Of China 

Dynamix, £39.99 

If it's spectacular graphics and 
sound you want then you can 
do a lot worse than taking a 
look at this and Rise Of The 
Dragon, both of which 
combine stunning visuals and 
complementary music and 
sound effects with a reasonable degree of payability. Both 
adventures convey a strong atmosphere, but some players may find 
them a little too linear. 




the objects you need to find are so small that they are virtually 
indistinguishable from the background artwork, making it all to 
easy to overlook them. 

With the exception of the poor animation I mentioned earli- 
er, the game's presentation is generally very good. The 'real 
world" artwork is well drawn with some excellent use of exag- 
gerated perspective and the dark world' artwork is a real treat 
for Giger fans. What is noticeable is that, despite the fact that 
this is a very adult adventure, Cyber Dreams has avoided using 
any of Giger's more sexually provocative pieces. The sound- 
track leaves a lot to be desired. Although it vaguely fits the 
mood of each scene it sounds too much like supermarket 
muzak in places and it is far better to switch it off and have just 
the sound effects working. Incidentally, it is not a good idea to 
switch sound effects off because they give vital clues at 
various points in the game. 

All in all. Darkseed is a brilliant idea which 
hasn't really been done justice. This is a shame 
because Cyber Dreams could have had a best- 
selling, award-winning adventure here. As it is. 
it's a must for Giger fanatics and a definite 
maybe' for hardened adventure players) but any- 
tA ^ body looking for a first graphic adventure game or 
wanting something that is entertaining without being 
too taxing had better look elsewhere. 



laiiuai . 
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LAURENCE SCOTFORD 




REQUIREMENTS 



Darkseed comes on five high density disks, 
takes nearly half an hour to install, and will use 
up just short of 1 0Mb of your hard disk space. You'll need 
at leasty 580K of free base memory to run it. 
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ames 



Quality, Service and Choice 



I Jack Nicklaus 



ADVENTURE/ROLE PLAY 

Another World X27.99 

B Rodgers 2: Matrix Cubed X29.99 

Bards Tale Construction Set X29.99 

Bards Tale Triple Pack X30.99 

Battletech 2: The Crescent Hawks X29.99 

Conan the Cimmerian X28.99 

Conquest of the Longbow i32.99 

Corporation X26.99 

Covert Action £29.99 

Cruise for a Corpse .TEA 

Dungeon Master X29.99 

Ecoquest i32.99 

Elvira 2: Jaws of Ceberus £29.99 

Eye of the Beholder 2 £28.99 

Flames of Freedom £33.99 

Gateway to the Savage Empire £23.99 

GODS £23.99 

Heart of China £29.99 

Heroquest £28.99 

Immortal £29.99 

Kings Quest 5(VGA) £33.99 

Keys to Maramon £22.99 

Uisure Suit Larry 5 £32.99 

Lord of the Rings 1 £22.99 

Magic Candle 2:4 & 40 £29.99 

Martian Dreams £28.99 

Megatraveller2 £27.99 

Might and Magic 3 £29.99 

Planets Edge £30.99 

PoUce Quest 3 £32.99 

Pools of Darkness 

Prince of Persia £22.99 

Quest for Adventure (Indy LOp Stealth/ 

Mean Streets £30.99 

Rise of the Dragon £28.99 

Rocketeer £26.99 

Savage Empire £28.99 

Secret of Monkey Island £23.99 

Secret of Monkey Island 2 £30.99 

Secret of the SUver Blades £23.99 

Shadow Sorcerer £24.99 

Space Wrecked ,.^.....£23.99 




amm 



60 Worlds to explore and a quest to save 

the earth. Design and construct 
spaceshopSy explore alien science and fight 
strange monsters^ all in Planets Edge. 



Spellcast 101 (SorcA3irls) £23.99 

Spcllcast201 (SorcAppUance) £29.99 

Star Trek 25th Anv £29.99 

Terminator (Adventure) £24.99 

Time Quest £29.99 

Treasure/Savage Frontier £23.99 

TwiUght2000 £28.99 

Ultima? £30.99 

Ultima Underworlds £30.99 

Vengeance of Excalibur TB A 

WUlie Beamish £32.99 

SIMULATIONS 

A320 Airbus £37.99 

AlO Tank Killer (Enhanced) £29.99 

Aces of the Pacific £32.99 

EPIC £29.99 

Fl 17A Stealth Fighter £30.99 

F15 Strike Eagle 2 £28.99 

F29 Retaliator £24.99 

Falcon 3 £39.99 

Gunship 2000 £29.99 

Harpoon 1.2.1 £30.99 

Harpoon Battle Sets £12.99 

Hyperspeed £31.99 

Jetrighter2 £27.99 

Ml Tank Platoon £29.99 

Megafortress £28.99 

MIG29 Super Fulcrum £33.99 

Red Baron (VGA) £29.99 

Secret Weapons of the Luftwaffe £30.99 

SWOTL Data Disk (Heinkel HE162) £14.99 
SWOTL Dau Disk (P38 Lightning) .£14.99 

SWOTL Data Disk (P80 S/Star) £14.99 

Silent Service 2 £29.99 

Space Shuttle £39.99 

Team Yankee 2 £29.99 

Wing Commander £27.99 

Wing Co Missions £12.99 

Wing Commander 2 £28.99 

Wing Co 2/Speech Pack £12.99 

Wing Co 2/Special Ops Pack £13.99 

SPORT 

4D Sports Boxing £22.99 

Battlechess for Windows £25.99 

Budokan £9.99 

Chess Champion 2175 £29.99 

Chessmaster 3000 £29.99 

Earl Weaver Baseball 2 £23.99 

Games Winter Challenge £28.99 

Ian Botham's Cricket £24.99 

Ironman Stewart Super Offroad £9.99 

J Nicklaus Unlimited Golf £30.99 

J.Nicklaus courses £12.99 

J. Nicklaus Signature Golf. £31.99 

Links £30.99 

Links Courses £12.99 

Man Utd Europe £26.99 

Manager TBA 

Mario Andretti Racing £22.99 

Mike Ditka Football £30.99 

PGA Tour Golf £23.99 



256 Colour VGA graphics, stunning 
visuals, two courses and a course builder 
in the all -new 
Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf 

P.CA.Cours Disk £13.99 

Pro Tennis Tour 2 £27.99 

Shanghai 2 £29.99 

Team Suzuki £27.99 

T Larussa Baseball £25.99 

STRATEGY 

Bandit Kings of China £29.99 

BatUe Isle TBA 

Breach 2 £23.99 

Casdes £25.99 

CasUes Dau Disk £13.99 

Civilisation £30.99 

Dune £29.99 

Elite Plus £29.99 

Fu-eteam 2200 £28.99 

Floor 13 £28.99 

GhenghisKhan £29.99 

Patton Strikes Back £30.99 

Populous £9.99 

Powcrmonger £29.99 

Raih-oad Tycoon £29.99 

Reahns £29.99 

Samurai W/Warrior £27.99 

Sim Ant £29.99 

Sim City / Populous £25.99 

Sim Earth £29.99 

Storm Master £26.99 

Supremacy £26.99 

GENERAL 

Award Winners (Space Ace..) £29.99 

Fun School Range £21.99 

Hoyles Book Of Games £30.99 

Lemmings £25.99 

Magnetic Scrolls Pack £25.99 

Top League £28.99 

HARDWARE 

SoundblasterV2 £129.99 

Analog Plus Joystick £22.99 

Analog Extra Joystick £29.99 

NOW AVAILABLE 

EOB2Cluebook £8.99 

Quest & Glory £30.99 

(Compilation Inc. B AT/Cadaver 
Bloodwych/Midwinter 1) 



IF YOU DON'T SEE THE 
GAME YOU WANT 
PLEASE RING US 



GAMES EXPRESS Hours Mon-Fri 8am-9pm 

Sun l()ain-6pm 
SAME DAY DESPATCH IF ORDERED BEFORE 3pm 
SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 

PRICES INCLUDE P&P (UK) AND VAT 



GAMES EXPRESS P.O. BOX 515 LONDON SE4 IHE 

^081 -314 0303 

CREDIT CARDS/CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS ACCEPTED 




SOFTWARE REVIEW 



Legend 
Mindscape 

I (0444) 246333 

I £30.99 



Legend 



Bloodwych made its debut on the Amiga and Atari ST 
over three years ago. receiving widespread, though not 
ecstatic, acclaim. At the time it was overshadowed by 
FTL's excellent Dungeon Master, despite its impressive first- 
person graphics window, excellent character selection screens 
and decent presentation. 

The major difference this time round is the graphical 
viewpoint. Legend combines a group of beautifully drawn still- 
graphics screens with an isometric 3D display in the 
dungeons. There is also considerably more depth and variety 
in the gameplay, tougher (and more) monsters, and plenty of 
complex puzzles to keep you scratching your skull. 

In fact, the only thing that the two games do have in com- 
mon is the plot. Both are set in the land of Trazere, and feature 
the town of Treihadwyl as the focus of the action. In both cases 
evil forces are corrupting the peoples of the ancient realm, and 
engaging in a laugh-a-minute orgy of destruction, carnage, and 
general impoliteness. The four keeps in the kingdom can't hold 
out against them for long, so four heroes have spontaneously 
decided to gang up on the baddies and offer resistance. 

And that, refreshingly, is just about all the manual offers 
you by way of background information. However, there's a lot 
more to the game than ridding the land of evil, as you soon 
find out. Once you've selected your characters (see the panel 
on heroes and heroines), the land of Trazere is laid out before 
you, on the main map. 

There are plenty of interesting places to visit, including the 
king's palace, which you need a permit to enter, the dark tower, 
which similarly can't be breached until you learn its name, the 
constantly elusive unshrine which disappears as soon as you 



The long-awaited sequel 
to Bloodwych is 
here, although the two 
have little in common 
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The enemy forces are directed from the Dark Tower, but you need to know its 
name before you can enter. 

approach, the towers, where you can buy horses to help speed 
your progress around the map and pay for new soldiers to 
defend Trazere, fields where you encounter the enemy in 
surprise battles, the Ancient, who offers advice on magic in 
exchange for cash - well, you get the idea. Quite apart from the 
main task of dungeon exploration there are plenty of puzzles to 
be solved and activities to engage in above ground, and they 
provide a large part of the game's appeal. 

There is also the guild, a secretive, monastic sect found only 
in the town of Treihadwyl. They can perform superficial func- 




TWO MINUTES IN TREIHADWYL 



Whenever you load a 
saved game or simply 
travel around Trazere, you 
encounter the main map screen. 
At the beginning of your very first 

game it's a good idea to head 
south for the town of Treihadwyl. 



Each village, town and special 
location has its own still graphics 
screen which tells you what can 
be found there, in Treihadwyl's 

case there is a tavern, a 
blacksmith, an artificer, and the 
guild. 



Selecting any location takes you 
to a sub-screen, showing you the 
services on offer. At the guild you 

can alter the design of your 
heroes, or train them. First of all 
though, your adventurers need 
experience ... 



... and this is usually gainei 
by entering the dungeons. 

These provide the main 
action in Legend, involving 
spells, combat, puzzles am 
dead ends. But how do yoi 
get past those locked doon 
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tions such as changing the colour and name of your characters, 
but they can also train them to new levels of ability once the 
required experience points have been gained, in addition, they 
guard the gateway to Legend's major testing ground: the dun- 
geons. 

The dungeons 

These labyrinthine levels are where you will spend much of 
your time, and are an excellent compromise between role-play- 
ing and arcade action. They are large, sprawling mazes of 
rooms and corridors, packed with puzzles, traps and objects - 
and, of course, monsters. 

Legend's magic system is outstanding. It's not a case of 
unleashing ready-made spells, as with Eye of the Beholder, or 
of combining a few runes, as with Dungeon Master. It's far more 
innovative: you have a mixing bowl, a list of basic ingredients, 
knowledge of a couple of basic runes (at the beginning, at any 
rate), and you're left to get on with it. 

Well, not quite. The manual explains some general 
principles about the way the runes interact, and the initial 
walk-through accustoms you to the procedures you need to fol- 
low. Even so. there's a much greater sense of involvement and 
achievement when you're physically mixing the potions your- 
self. One unusual feature is that, as your experience increases, 
you can mix increasingly complex spells, creating a whole 
sequence of effects (such as healing wounds, launching a dam- 
age spell, paralysing an enemy and protecting yourself) with 
just one command. 

The way magic works is typical of the game's excellent 
presentation. For example, you can consult a reference screen 
to remind you of ingredients for a particular spell (in case you 
forget), you have a scroll telling you the type and number of 
spells available, and you can instantly regenerate spells you 
already know without having to go through the process of gath- 
ering the ingredients and mixing them again. The only minor 
drawback with this is one of realism: accessing the magic 
screen pauses the action, which means that you can stock up 
on large numbers of spells in the heat of combat. 

Weapons and combat 

Fighting is the speciality of the berserker and the assassin. The 
runemaster can guard against other magic users, heal wounds, 
and provide effective missiles, and the troubadour can 

increase the party's statistics with a few tunes, but the hard 



HEROES AND 
HEROINES 

Meet your adventurers: 
the troubadour, a kind of 
minstrel who plays a variety of 
mean 'n' magic tunes to help his 
chums; the berserker, the heavy 
artillery of the group whose 
uncontrollable rages can wipe 
out opposition in a flash; 
the assassin, whose use of small 
weapons is second-to-none and 
who can also hide from the 
forces of chaos when the 
situation gets hairy; and the 
runemaster, whose skill with 
bats' wings and brimstone is vital 
to the party's progress. 

As you can see. Legend has 
only four character classes, 
which is minimal by role-playing 
standards - but it does make 
good use of what there is. For a 
start, you actually get to see 
your adventurers in the 



dungeons, unlike the many first 
person 3D games such as Eye of 
the Beholder. 

This does make a difference, 
not only because you can change 
the sex of your party and even 
alter the colour of their clothes, 
but also because it's more 
compelling to watch them 
explore the dungeons, and fight 
and flee from the enemy. 

Secondly, you have a limited 
customisation facility, which 
allows you to align your heroes 
with the four elements of earth, 
air, fire and water, altering their 
statistics accordingly. These 
statistics are adequately 
comprehensive, including attack 
and defence factors, armour 
class, strength, intelligence, 
speed, dexterity, constitution, 
luck and hit points. Naturally 
enough, objects found in the 
dungeons can enhance a 
character's abilities. 




slog of combat is a job for the brawn in your party. Your basic 
kit won't get you far, but fortunately the dungeons are littered 
with old armour, including mail shirts, gauntlets and boots, 
and with a variety of weapons, rings and wands, which will all 
increase your abilities. 

As well as combat and exploration, much of the action in 
the dungeon levels involves solving puzzles. Some of these are 
simply a case of pulling a switch to disable a trap, but most of 
them are complex enough to keep you occupied for some 
time, particularly in the later stages. Luckily, there are a few 
clues lying around, and your confidence increases once you've 



Checking the inventories 
doesn't help: none has a Icey, 
and they aren't strong enough 
to smash the doors. However, 
the runemaster eventually 
reasons her magic could 
provide the answer. 



It does, and it isn't long before 
your party is exploring the huge 
number of rooms and corridors in 
the first level. One handy feature 
of the game is this auto-mapping 
facility which, thankfully, also 
pauses the action. 



Exploration is not just about 
looting chests and solving 
puzzles: there are plenty of 
creatures from the underworld 
who are just waiting to wield their 
axes and practise their magical 
spells on you. 



Don't despair if most of your 
party dies in battle: in classic 
RPG fashion you can pick up their 
bones and carry them off to the 
nearest holy temple. Here, for a 
fee, they will be resurrected with 
their inventory intact. 




Legend 





your adventurers can visit a wide variety of shops, which will supply anything 
from weapons to healing potions. 

mastered the magic system and found a few 
keys. However good you are though, it's 
more than likely that eventually some 
members of your party will bite the 
dust. When this happens there's no 
need to panic: as long as you have tv^ 
one character left, he or she can vT" 
carry the bones of the rest to a holy 
temple, where they can be resurrected. 

And finally ... 

Legend has one of the most user-friendly control systems of 
any RPG. Most actions can be executed with a single click of 
the mouse button or a key-press, and there is often 
more than one way of performing a task. This is a 
tribute to the game design and structure, 
which is virtually flawless. 

Inevitably, there are some annoying 
aspects. The Ad Lib sound effects are 
pretty poor, particularly in combat 
ii*"- where your mighty slashes are reward- 

yii-^ ed with pathetic pings. The music is also a lit- 
* tie underdeveloped: the title theme is a little 
fuzzy, and the troubadour's stirring tunes tend 
to fall flat. Other faults are more minor in 3D 
mode, for example, your characters can occa- 
sionally get in each other's way. though the 
program usually copes well with this prob- 
lem. In its favour, though, the inventory and 






REQUIREMENTS 



The Legend box comes complete with two 
3.5" disks and four 5.25" disks. The game itself 
requires 640K RAM and DOS 3.3 or better, and 
speed isn't a problem. It must be installed either on to 
floppy disks (which you use to save games) or, preferably, 
on to ahard disk - you can't use the original disks. A mouse 
is recommended, though not essential. The Ad Lib sound 
effects are disappointing, particularly in fight scenes, but 
the variety of music compensates. 
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ALTERNATIVELY... 





Heroquest 

Gremlin, £29.99 

This isometric 3D RPG is an 
accurate conversion of the 
Milton Bradley/Games 
Workshop board game, comes 
complete with the expansion 
pack, Return of the Witchlord, 
and is aimed primarily at 9-14 
year olds. The simple action 
reflects this: there are only 
four heroes, there is little 
interaction in combat sequences, and there are too many 
unatmospheric empty corridors and rooms; however, there are 
some neat features, such as an auto-mapper and the ability to 
trade treasure for weapons in the equipment shop. It's a good, 
basic introduction to arcade style RPG, but won't seriously 
challenge experienced gamers. 

Might and 
Magic III 

New World Computing/US 
Gold, £40.99 

The first two games in this 
series presented an Ultima- 
style bird's eye view of the 
action, which here has been replaced by a first-person viewpoint. 
The graphics window is larger than any other game of this type, 
allowing masses of detail and adding an extra level of atmosphere. 
Unfortunately, it's spoiled by some nasty technical drawbacks: even 
on fast machines the disk accessing times are excruciatingly slow, 
and the program has an embarrassing habit of crashing at the 
worst moments. This problem is amplified by hordes of extremely 
tough monsters. The good news is that you can have up to eight 
characters, the puzzles are excellent, and the graphics and sound 
are very good indeed. 

Eye of the 
Beholder 2: 
The Legend of 
Darkmoon 

SSI/us Gold, £34.99 

Probably the best Dungeon 
Master-style RPG available (until Dungeon Master itself comes 
along, at any rate), EOTB2 is the sequel to SSI's single-dungeon 
original. Both games have similar faults, including monotonous 
exploration of seemingly endless corridors without an encounter 
in sight, and an unimpressive magic system, but the sequel does at 
least have more depth. This is partly due to the beginning which, 
unusually, is set in a forest, and the fact that there are reputedly 
three dungeons and a brace of towers and temples to be found. 
There are also plentyof positive presentation features, such as 
beautiful still graphics screens, a wide scope of character 
interaction, fiendish puzzles, and easy-to-use controls. An 
excellent, atmospheric RPG which offers months of enjoyment 
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statistics system is particularly well structured once you get 
used to it, and the auto-mapper in the dungeons is an excel- 
lent feature. As you get further into the game you begin to 
realise just how complex your task is: not only do you have to 
conquer the dungeons, but you also have to keep your eye on 
the enemy's progress and find a way to enter all the apparently 
impassable locations. 

It's particularly good to see an RPG, with considerable 
depth and a neatly illustrated colour manual, at a reasonable 
price. (Mindscape has thankfully resisted the temptation to 
stick a €40 burden on Legend.) This relatively low cost makes 
an already attractive, beautifully designed and enjoyable game 
even more compelling. 



GORDON HOUGHTON 




118a Palmers Road (ocentom-epmeaaysi 
New Southgate LONDON Nil 1SL 
Tel: 081-361 2733/5730 



PC BUDGET TITLES UNDER £10 



30 Pod £7.99 

3 Stooges £6.99 

ADS £8.99 

Arac (5.25* only) £4.99 

Arcade 1 R99 

Arcade 2 £4.99 

Arcade Bonanza £4.99 

Afchipeiagos £4.99 

Armchair Q/back (5.25* only) £4.99 

Austefiitz £6.99 

Backgarrrnon £4.99 

B»ds Tale III £8.99 

Battle Chew £8.99 

aackjack £4.99 

aoodwych £7.99 

BouWerdash £4.99 

Boulderdash2 £4.99 

B.dash Con.Krt £4.99 

Brix 2 (5.25- only) £4.99 

Budokai £8.99 

Cave Ugh-Lympics £8.99 

Centurion £8.99 

Chuck Yeagers 2.0 £8.99 

Qub Casino £4.99 

Colossus Chess (5.25- only) £6.99 

Da^y Dooble<5.25- only) £6.99 

Def.oftheCrovwi £7.99 



Demon Blue £8.99 

Disc £6.99 

DouUe Dragon II £7.99 

Eyeo<Honjs £4.99 

Fantasy Pack £4.99 

Ferrari Fonmula One £8.99 

FM2 Gift Pack £9.99 

F.O.F.T £7.99 

GFL Basebal £4.99 

GFL Foolbal £4.99 

GFL Golf £4.99 

Hitch Hikers Guide £7.99 

Hotshot R99 

Imperium £8.99 

International Karate £4.99 

KingofChK^ago £6.99 

Wax £6.99 

Leather Goddess otPhobos £7.99 

Mai United £9.99 

MasterWaster R99 

MazeAdventuree £4.99 

Moonshine Racers (525* only)£7.99 

Onslaught £7.99 

Passing Shot £7.99 

PopUas £8.99 

Pro League B. Bal £4.99 

Promised Laids £5.99 



Quadralien U. 

Rick Dangerous II £7.9l 

Rocket Ranger £7.99 

Skate or Die (5.25' only) .... £8.99 

SkiorDie £8.99 

Sky Chase £7.99 

Space Battles £4.99 

Space Games R99 

Speedtt^l {525' only) £6.99 

Sfxyls Spectacular £4.99 

Starllight £8.99 

Star Glider II £7.99 

Sta-goose £4.99 

Stamrwvik £6.99 

Staray £4.99 

Strategy Games £4.99 

Sirikeleet £8.99 

Strike Force £4.99 

Supaplex £6.99 

The Kristal £9.99 

Thunderstrike £8.99 

Tournament Golf (5.25- or^y) £7.99 

Tufles (3.5' only) £7.99 

TV Sports Foolbal £7.99 

Ultimate Gdf £9.99 

Waterloo £759 

Xenon II £7.90 

Zofkl.llorlll £7.90 



PC TOP TITLES 15 " 5.25" 

SOConstuctionKit £33.90 £33.99 

4D Spons Boxing £12.99 £12.99 

40 Sports Dnving £12.99 £12.99 

40 Sports Tennis £20.99 £20.99 

688 Attack Sub £20.99 £20.99 

AbransBatle Tanks N/A £20.99 

Aces of the Pacific £26.99 £26.99 

AddamsFanily £21.99 £21.99 

Airborne Raiger £17.99 £17.99 

AirWanriof £23.99 £23.99 

American Indoor Footbal .. £16.99 £16.99 

Another Worid £20.99 £20.99 

Are We There Yet £20.99 £20.99 

AmiourAley £20.99 £20.99 

Armourgeddon £23.99 £23.99 

A.TAC £27.99 £27.99 

Alias Pack £79.99 £79.99 

Alomino £23.99 £23.99 

A.T.P £23.99 £23.99 

B1 7 Flying Fortress £32.99 £32.99 

Baei £7.99 £7.99 

Back Up Pro £32.99 £32.99 

Bad Blood £12.90 £12.99 

Bdlistix £7.99 £7.99 

Bards Tale Con$tnjclionSet£20.99 £20.99 

Batle Chess II £20.99 £20.99 

Battle Chess Windows £23.99 £23.99 

Battle Commaxj £23.99 £23.99 

Battle Isle £23.99 £23.99 

Battlelech -Hawks Revenge £22.99 £22.99 

Beyond the Black Hole ....£20.99 £20.99 

BillEliotsNascaChalenge£23.99 £23.90 

Birds of Prey £26.90 £26.99 

Blood Money £7.99 £7.99 

Blue Max £23.99 £23.99 

Breach II £20.99 £20.99 

Buck Rogers Matrix Cubed £20.99 £20.99 

Cadaver £23.99 £23.99 

Camer Command £6.90 £7.99 

Cartooners N/A £17.99 

Casino £20.99 £20.99 

Castle of Or Brain £27.90 £27.90 

Castles £23.99 £23.99 

Castles Data Disc £12.99 £12.99 

Championship Manager .... £20.99 £20.99 

Chess Chanpion 21 75 £20.99 £20.99 

Chessmastef2000 £16.99 £16.90 

Chessmaslef2100 £15.99 £15.99 

ChessmasterSOOO £23.99 £23.99 

Chuck Yeeger-s Air Combat £23.99 £23.99 

Cisco Heat £15.99 £15.99 

Civlization £27.99 £27.99 

Colege League Module .... £12.90 N/A 

CommaidHQ £23.99 £23.99 

Conan the Cimmenan £23.99 £23.99 

Corporate Ladder £59.99 £59.99 

Cwer Girt Poker £20.99 £20.99 

Covert Adion £27.99 £27.99 



PC TOP TITLES 3.5 " 

Crisis in the Kremlin £27.99 

OuisefaaCorpse £22.99 

Cyberconlll £20.99 

DartdaxJs £32.99 

Daemons' Gate £26.99 

Das Boot £15.99 

Dekjxe Paml II Enhanced .. £85.99 

D/Generalion £23.99 

Dec Vision £50.99 

Disney Animation studio .... £74,99 

Double Dragon Nl £20.99 

Dragons Lar II £26.90 

Dragon Was £20.99 

Dreadnoughts £23.99 

DSRecova £20.99 

Dune £23.99 

Dungeon Master £23.99 

Dvaak on Typing £23.99 

Eail Weaver Basetal 2 ....£20.99 

Elite £17.99 

Elite* £27.99 

Etemum £23.90 

Elf £21.99 

Bvira II Jaws of Cerebenjs £26.99 

Bvira tie Arcade £16.99 

Epic £22.99 

EyeoftheBehokJer £20.99 

Eye of tie BehoMer II £24.99 

F15Stnke Eagle II £24.99 

F1 5 Desert Stonn Scenario £12.99 

F1 6 Combat Riot £11.99 

F117ASte^ti Fighter 2.0 £27.99 

F1 9 Sleuth Fighter £27.99 

F29 Retaliator £22.99 

Fakx)n3.0 £32.99 

FaitasyPak £13.99 

Fiendish Freddy £23.99 

Right for Victory £26.99 

Right Simulator IV £21.99 

Root 13 £23.99 

Form Filler £79.99 

Form Tool Gold V 3.0 £59.99 

Fun School 3 (under 5) £16.99 

Fun School 3 (5 -7) £16.99 

Fun School 3 (7+) £16.99 

Fun School 4 (under 5) £16.99 

Fun School 4 (5 -7) £16.99 

Fun School 4 (7+) £16.99 

Ganes Winter Challenge I £23.99 
Gtobal Effect £26.99 



Gods 

(joWenAxe 


£23.90 

£20.90 


GokJen Eagle 


. £23.99 


Go Srxjiator 


£16.99 


Grand Pnx 


£39.99 


(jrandslam Bridge .... 
Gunship 


N/A 

£24.99 



Gunship 2000 £27.99 



5w25" 
£27.90 
£22.90 
£20.99 
£32.99 
£26.99 
£15.99 
£85.99 
£23.90 
£59.90 
£74.99 
£20.99 
£26.99 
£20.99 
£23.99 
£20.99 
£23.99 
£23.99 
£23.99 
£20.99 
£17.99 
£27.99 
£23.99 
£21.99 
£26.99 
£16.99 
£22.99 
£20.99 
£24.99 
£24.90 
£12.99 
£11.99 
£27.99 
£27.99 
£22.99 
£32.99 
£14.99 
£23.99 
£26.99 
£21.99 
£23.99 
£79.99 
£59.99 
£16.99 
£16.99 
£16.99 
£16.99 
£16.99 
£16.99 
£23.99 
£26 99 
£23.99 
£20.99 
£23.99 
£16.99 
£39.99 
£20.90 
£24.99 
£27.99 



QUEST AND GLORY only £23.99 
Cadaver, Bloodwych, Mklwinter, BAT 


PHANTASIE BONUS EDITION only £20.99 
Phantasie, Phantasie III, Questron II 


FAST LANE only £23 95 
Had Driving, F.Formula 1, Vette, Highway 
Patrol, Stunt Ca Racer 


POWER PACK only £18 99 
Def of tie Crown. Lombard RAC Rily, TV 
Sports Footbal, Xenon II 


SOCCER STARS only £16.99 
Kick Off II, Mlaoprose Soccer, Worid 
Oiampionship Soccer 


AIR SEA SUPREMACY only £23 99 
Gunship, Slent Service, P47, F15 Stnke 
Eagle, Carria Command 


ACTION MASTERS only £21 99 
F1 6 Combat Piot, Italy 1 990. Double Dragon 
II, Turbo Outnjn, Welltris 


CHAMPIONS only £14 99 
J.Khan Squash, Mai United, Worid 
Champk>nship Boxing Managa 


VIRTUAL REAUTY 1 
only £23 99 
Mklwinta, Stunt Car Raca, 
Inlemational Socca Chalenge, 
Camer Command, Star Glider II 


MICROPROSE PACK 
CO-ROM only £36.99 

3D Pod, Rick Dangaous. 

Miaoprose Socca, Savage 



PC TOP TITLES 3.5 " 5^" 

Hadbal III (HD) £23.99 £23.90 

Had Drivin II £20.90 £20.99 

Hard Nova £20.99 £20.99 

Hapoon witi Battleset II £23.99 £23.99 

Hapoon Battlesel III £11.99 £11.99 

Hapoon Batlesel IV £11.99 £11.99 

Hapoon Scenario Edita £13.99 £13.99 

Heal of China £26.99 £26.99 

Homdal £23.99 £23.99 

Hero's Quest £20.90 £20.99 

Heroes of the 357ti £23.99 £23.99 

Hong Kong M^jond £20.99 £20.99 

Hook £21.99 £21.99 

Hyperspeed £32.90 £32.99 

Immortals £20.90 £20.90 

Indy500 £20.90 £20.99 

Infestation £7.90 £7.99 

Intemiission v2.0 £26.90 £26.99 

JaguaXJ220 £24.99 £24.99 

Jetfighterll £26.99 £26.99 

JNicklausS9iataeed(HD)£26.99 £2699 

Kara Fonts £33.99 £33.99 

KeysofMaamon N/A £20.99 

KidPix £23.99 £23.99 

Kid Pu Compaiion £16.99 £16.99 

Kings QuesllV £23.99 £23.99 

Kmgs Quest V VGA/ECiA £27.99 £27.99 

Knights of the Sky £27.99 £7.99 

Knights of Legend £20.99 £20.99 

Latter Utiilies £27.99 £27.99 

Legend £20.90 £20.90 

Leisaesuit Lary V V/EGA £27.99 £27. .99 

Lanmings £22.99 £22.99 

Lemmings - Data Disc .... £15.99 £15.99 

Lanmings ■ StaxJ Alone £20.99 £20.99 

Lexi-Cross £20.99 £20.99 

LHX Attack Choppa £26.99 £26.99 

Ute&Deati £16.99 £16.99 

Ufe& Death II £20.99 £2a99 

Links £26.99 £26.99 

Lad of tie Rings £23.90 £23.99 

Lord of the Rings II £23.99 £23.99 

Ml Tank Ratoon £27.99 £27.90 

M. Ditka Ultimate Footbal £23.99 £23.99 

Magic Caxjte II £23.90 £23.99 

MaioAndretti £20.99 £20.99 

Malian Memo (VGA only) £23.99 £23.99 

Mavis Beacon Typing II .. £23.99 £23.99 

Mega Fortress £15.99 N/A 

Mega Maths (A level) £16.99 £16.99 

Megatravelter I £23.99 £23.99 

Megalraveller II £23.99 £23.99 

Maiace £7.99 £7.99 

Mickey's Crossword £16.99 £16.99 

MK*ey's123 £16.99 £16.99 

MkAey'sABC £16.99 £16.99 

Mckey's Cok)rs & Shapes £16.90 £16.99 

Mki^e/s Jigsaw Puzzles.. £16.99 £16.99 



CD-ROM 



Back Box £74.90 

Commaxl HQ £24.99 

Crisis at the Kremlin £27.99 

Fakxxi 3.0 £32.99 

CiunshiD/Midvwnta £36.90 

Kings 6oes\ V £27.90 

Leisure Suit Lary V £27.99 

Ml Tank Platoon £27.99 

Rairoad Tycoon £27.99 

Red Stomi/Camer Command £27.99 

S101 £21.99 

S.Holmes Consulting Detective .... £26.99 

Space Series Apdto £74.99 

Slelar7 £32.99 

Super Tetns £24.99 

Time Quest £24.90 

Uttima Series 1-6 £52.99 

Voyaga £79.99 

WtigCommaxJa £44.99 

W.Commanda * SecMissions 1 & 2£35.90 

W.ComTUttima VI Deluxe Pack .... £35.99 



PC TOP TITLES 3.5 " 

Mkice/s Memory Chalenge£l6.99 

Miaoprose Golf £32.99 

Midwinter £24.99 

Midwintall £32.99 

Mk) 29M Supa Fukaum .. £26.99 

MK)ht aid Magic III £26.99 

Monkey blaid £20.99 

Monkey tslaid II £23 99 

Neva Mind £7 99 

Nova 9 £27.99 

Obitus £22.99 

Oma Shamfs Bridge £26.99 

Ork £2390 
Paafc isiaid ij'. Yankee II) £23*99 

PageGaden £63.99 

Papaboyll £16.99 

Ration Slnkes Back £26.99 

Personal Assistant £169.99 

PGA (iolf Tour* £23.99 

PGA Gdf Toumanent Disc £1 2.99 

PGA Windows £27.99 

PGA Wndows Courses.... £13.99 

Pirates £17.99 

Pitfighter £20.99 

Plan 9 from Quia Space.. £26.90 

Police Quest III £26.99 

Police Quest IV N/A 

Pools of Dartoiess £20.99 

Print nte £59,99 

Print Shop Deluxe £39.99 

Pro TennisTour II £23.99 

Race Drivin' £20.99 

Railroad Tycoon £24.99 

Reach fa tie Skies £20.99 

RedBaon £26.99 

Red Baon II £26.99 

Red Slorm Rising £24.99 

Rick Dangaous II £17.99 

Rise of tie Dragon £27.99 

Risky Woods £20.99 

RobnHood £20.99 

Robin Hood Longbow N/A 

Robocop III £22.99 

Rockelea £20.99 

R. Rabbit ^Sound Source £34.99 

Rolatabes £23.99 

Rol»igRonny £20.99 

Rules of Engagement £23.99 

Sands of Fife £20.99 

Sacrf^on £13.99 

Savage Empire £23.90 

Seaet Mssions 2 £12.99 

Seaet Weapon Luflwaffa £26.99 

Seige £20.99 

ShadowtaxJs £20.99 

Shadow Sorcaa £23.99 

Shaigha II £23.99 



5.25" PC TOP TITLES 15" 5.25" 

£16.90 ShutttetheSim £24.90 £24.90 

£32.99 snail Service II £24.99 £24.90 

£24.99 Sim Ant £22.99 £22.90 

£32.99 SimEarti £26.99 £26.90 

£26.99 Simpsons £22.99 £22.99 

£26.99 Skiled Builders £63.99 £63.99 

£20.99 3ide View Module £12.99 £1^99 

£23.99 Smash TV £22.99 £22.99 

£7.99 Sorcaers gel ^1 the (^ris £21.99 £21.99 

£27.99 Space 1889 £2199 £23.99 

£22.99 Space Ace II £26.90 £26.99 

£26.99 Space Quest IV £26.90 £26.99 

£23.99 Space WreckoJ £20.90 £20.90 

£23.99 Speedballl £15.90 £15.99 

£63.90 Spot £20.99 £22.99 

£16.99 Starlighterll £26.99 £26.99 

£26.99 Sta Flight II £20.90 £20.99 

£169.99 Star Trek V £20.99 £20.99 

£23.99 Sta Trek 25lhAnnivasary £24.99 £24.99 

£12.99 Steel Empire £23.90 £23.99 

£27.99 StomiMasla £20.90 £20.99 

£13.90 Srikell £20.99 £20.90 

£17.99 Stryx £7.99 £7.99 

£20.99 Supa Space Invaders .... £16.90 £16.99 

£26.99 Super Telris £24.90 £24.90 

£26.99 Tean Suzuki £20.99 £20.99 

£26.99 TeamYaikee £20.99 £20.99 

£20.90 Temiinala £23.99 £23.99 

£59.99 Taminatall £22.99 £22.90 

£39.90 Test Drive III £20.99 £20.99 

£23.90 Tetris £18.90 £18.90 

£20.90 Their Finest Hour £26.90 £26.99 

£24.99 ThundefhawkAH-73M .... £23.99 £23.99 

£20.99 Time Quest £24.99 £24.99 

£26.99 Titus The Fox £16.90 £16.90 

£26.99 Tod Woks Back Up Pro £39.90 £39.99 

£24.99 Tool Worics Lengthwise .. £25.90 £25.90 

£17.99 Tod Wort(s Office Managa £39.99 £39.99 

£27.99 Toyota CelicaGT4R^ly £20.99 £20.99 

£20.99 Treasures Savage Fronta £20.99 £20.99 

£20.99 Turtles II £20.99 £20.99 

£19.99 TV Sports Basebal £22.90 £22.99 

£22.99 Twilight 2000 £23.99 £23.99 

£20.99 Ultima Martian Dreams.... £24.99 £24.99 

£34.99 UH»na Underwortd £26.99 £26.99 

£23.99 Ultima V £3Z99 £32.99 

£20.99 Ultima VI £23.99 £23.90 

£23.99 UllmaVIKHD) £26.99 £26.99 

£20.99 UMSII £27.90 £27.99 

£13.99 UMS II Planet Editor £17.90 £17.99 

£23.99 WilyBeatieh £26.90 £26.99 

£12.99 WfigCommaxJall £26.99 £26.99 

£26.99 WngCommanda Deluxe £32.99 £32.99 

£20.99 Winta Supa Sports '92 .. £16.99 £16.90 

£20.99 WizkkJ £21.99 £21.99 

£23.99 Wad for Word Windows.. £79.90 £79.99 

£23.99 Wrath of the Demons £23.99 £23.90 

£20.99 W.W.F Wrestlanaiia .... £22.99 £22.90 



BARDS TALE TRILOGY only £26 99 
Bads Tale i. II and III 


ULTIMA TRILOGY 5.25* only £20.99 
Ultima 1, II aid III 


SUPER CAR PACK only £23 99 
Exotic Car Shovwoom, Ferrari Formula One, 
Grand Prix Circuit 


VIRTUAL WORLDS only £20.90 
Castle Masta, Crypt, Drila, Total 
Ecipse, Fast Lane 


TOP LEAGiUEonly£23 99 
Fak:on, Mklwinta, Rick Dangaous, TV 
Sports Footbal 


MOVIE PREMIER only £23 90 
Turles, Days ct Thunda, Gremlins M, 
Bad( totheFutaell 


MAGNETIC SCROLLS COLLECTION 
only £23.99 
Corporation, Fish, (auid of Thieves 


AIR, LAND, SEA only £26 99 
688 Attack Sub, Indy 500, Soviet Attack 
Fighta SVI-25 


PC GAMES COLLECTION 

only £26.99 
Castle Masla. Had Driving II. Trivial 
Pursuit, Mig 29 Fuloum. Escape form 
Planet of Robot Monsters 


ACCOLADE ALL TIME FAVOURITES 
only £19.99 
Test Drive, HanlBalll, Mini Putt, 
ApololS 



under£10 please add 50p per item. Europe: add £3.50 per item. Elsewhere add £4.50 per item. New 
titles will be sent as released and are subject to manufacturers price reviews. E.&O.E. 
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SOFTWARE REVIEW 



■ Omar Sharif's 
Bridge 

■ CP Software 

■ 0993 823463 

■ £39.99 



CP Software has been trying 
to make bridge computet^ 
friendly for years, and has 
brought in Omar Sharif to 
give it a human face 

For those who only have the vaguest idea of how to play 
bridge, it works like this. Four people sit at a table with a 
pack of cards, playing two against two. and play whist. 
Before the hand is played out. an auction is held to deternnine 
which team will choose the trunnp suit, and how nnany tricks 
they intend to nnake (see panel for a nnore detailed explana- 
tion). Like all the very best gannes. the premise is simple, the 
implementation almost infinite in its permutations. 

Omar Sharif's Bridge (the actor is also a world class bridge 
player — this isn't a bizarre new type of celebrity tie-in) 
attempts to tackle both the teaching and playing side of the 
game. Since most people are familiar with the principles of 



How to play bridge 



Bridge jargon stipulates that the players are dubbed North, South, East and 
West. North sits opposite South; they play as partners against the East-West 
pair. Each player bids (or passes) in turn, by stating a number of tricks out of 
1 3 and a preferred trump suit. The first six tricks are taken for granted, so a 
bid of one club by South means that he/she is suggesting that the partnership 
can take seven tricks if clubs are trumps. Bids proceed clockwise and each bid 
must rank higher than the previous one. When three players have passed after 
a bid, the auction is over and last bid made is now the contract. 

The player who first bid the current trump suit becomes the declarer; the 
player on declarer's left plays the first card to the first trick. Declarer's 
partner lays all their cards face up on the table for all to see. He/she is now 
'dummy', and must make coffee/drinks/take the dog for a walk. Declarer must 
now, with the advantage of seeing both hands in the partnership, and playing 
each card strictly in turn, attempt to make the stated contract. The other two 
players are the defence, and must attempt to defeat the contract. 



Omar 
Sharif's 

Bridge 

whist, it is the bidding system which always takes up the bulk 
of teaching a beginner, and Omar Sharif comprises not only a 
brief summary of the rules and principles governing bidding 
but also a number of tutorial and sample hands which you can 
play. If you wanted to learn how to play bridge from scratch, the 
tutorial hands plus the how to play section from the manual 
could certainly get you started, although without much under- 
standing of the hows and whys of what you were doing. 

The game can be used to practise bridge with randomly 
dealt hands, or you can set up your own hands for specific 
practice. The screen layout is clear and neatly presented, and 
there are also a host of options: you can take back bids or 




Omar Sharif is largely menu-driven. The Actions menu is the most useful for 
taking back cards, switching control of players and other 'cheats'. 




TWO MINUTES OF BIDDING AND PLAYING 



You can key in a bid or 
select it from the menu. A 
nice touch is that the menu 
scratches out any illegal bids. 



I've bid 3C rather than the 
possible 2C, to show North that 
my hand is strong and we should 
be in a high contract. 



Try the spades ... North raises to 

four, so we're now in a game 
contract ( 1 0 tricl^s with spades as 
trumps). 



West leads to the first trick j 
and North lays down the ^ 
dummy hand. It's, er, not^ 

quite what I was expecting 




ALTERNATIVELY... 



Bridge 
Pal 



Various (shareware), $9.95 
to register 

Has the interesting options of 
playing solo (ie. against the 
computer), or duplicate bridge. 
In solo mode, it doesn't do 
random hands; you have the option either to have the better cards 
or not. 



♦ Q le 3 

SOUTH PLi^rs 
1 MfONB J 8 5 4 3 ^J^M 

■LlJ 



Turbo Bridge 

Various (shareware), $9.95 
to register 

It's certainly fast, but the 
character-based display is dull 
and can be confusing. Control is 
keyboard only, so you need to 
type in the number and letter of the required card each time you 
bid or make a play. 




tricks, abort a hand altogether, get the program to explain the 
score, etc. One thing that is missing is a single option to restart 
the whole hand: say you've arrived at a 4H contract, the cards 
go down and you can see that you'd be much better off in a 
spade slam. At this point the only way to restart right from the 
bidding is to play the hand out, save it to disk and then reload 
it. which is cumbersome. Also, on my (finished) copy, reloading 
hands from disk was a rather hit and miss affair. 

Omar Sharif the program has precisely the same drawback 
as any other bridge program: the computer players are trans- 
parently software-generated. The program has its bidding sys- 
tem (a choice between standard Acol and Five Card Majors) 
and if this doesn't agree with your own, there's nothing you can 
do about it. Programmed in is the use of the Stayman conven- 
tion (asking for major suits after a no-trump opening) and 
Blackwood (checking for aces for a possible slam). There is a 
line in the manual which reads, "the computer uses many com- 
plex bidding strategies and it may deviate from the rules ... in 
certain situations". Unfortunately, it gives no hint as to what 
these might be (though I've detected the odd take-out double 
and cue bid). 

The program's cardplay is frustrating. I haven't kept an exact 
count, but I would guess that the program will lead trumps in 
defence at trick one over 50% of the time. Now I accept that 
there are times when leading trumps is the correct move (even 
if I can rarely identify them in real life), but in general it only 
helps declarer. 

Inputting your own hands in order to practise the finer 




points of card play is an attractive option and simple to imple- 
ment, but here it would have been nice if after keying in the 
hands for yourself and partner, you could get the program to 
distribute the other 26 cards between your 
opponents randomly . As it is, you have 
to allot each card individually, which 
means that when you come to play- 
ing the hand out. you already know 
where all the outstanding cards 

For those who play bridge, the 
attractions of playing with the com- 
puter are to make up for a shortfall in 
real life partners and opponents, or to prac- 
tise with sample hands. The first option is interesting, but no 
substitute for the real thing. The second can only really be 
effectively played by toggling control of the four players from 
human' to computer' and back and keeping the cards face up 
to try out different strategies. 

One day. someone will program bridge to play more like an 
expert (and a very long, fascinating exercise in artificial intelli- 
gence it will be, too) and put all those chess programs in their 
place. It may well be CP Software, which has been working in 
this field for years, and Omar Sharif is definitely an improve- 
ment on its Bridge Player series for other machines some years 
ago. Omar scores well in terms of attractive presentation and 
options, and as a beginners' package, but the day hasn't 
dawned yet I CHRISTINA ERSKINE 



REQUIREMENTS 



Omar Sharif comes on two disks. A hard disk 
recommended, where it will take up around 
TOOK if you install all the sample hands as well You'll also 
need about 565 K of RAM free A mouse is by far the best 
way to control the game. There's also a copy protection 
routine based on keying in words from the manual, which 
runs after initial installation only. 



CGA(^pGAfc?) |VGA^ [Tandy i j) 



[Hercules j| ) [Roland^ [Ad Lib j/ ) 



To lose only one trump trick, 
both the ace and queen must 
win tricks. So I've led a small 
trump from dummy. 



Three tricks left, and I'm going to 
make my 10 tricks. I can play the 
last trump now, and the two clubs 
in my hand are winners. 



This last trick shows that even the 
lowest of cards can win, since no- 
one else can follow suit to my 
three of clubs. 



i niffl 



^ . nan 1 fT" 



At the end of a hand, the screen 
shows the full deal and the score. 
North/South s 120 is the score for 
this four spade contract;. 



I 


1 


■ 


1 










ii 
















1 


1 


■ 
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iSOFTWARE REVIEW 



Fascination 
Colctel Vision 

I (0276) 684959 

I £49.99 



Iust imagine you are a beautiful busty international airline 
pilot with the unlikely name of Doralice May. While flying 
between Paris to Miami, a sick passenger asks to see the 
you. Telling you this is a 'most important matter'. Fayard 
Nichols hands you his briefcase, imploring you to deliver it to 
the President of Quantum Unlimited Laboratory, and promptly 
dies in your arms. 

So begins Fascination, a steamy CD-ROM game from 
French developer Tomahawk. It gives you the opportunity to 
become Doralice, sex kitten and international airline pilot, as 
you accept the mission of delivering the contents of the 
Fayard's case to its rightful owner in Miami. 

As you go about tracking down leffery Miller, the President 
of Quantum Unlimited, you discover he has invented an amaz- 
ing cerebral-chemical substance' which promises to revolu- 
tionise 'neuro-psychiatry'. Enter stage left bad guy, Peter 
Hillgate. alias Doc, the evil plastic surgeon, who has found the 
dark side of Miller's new drug, which he intends to market as a 
powerful stimulant regardless of the potentially damaging side 
effects which come with large doses of the drug. 

Only one thing is certain, you can be assured that along the 
way you'll encounter a whole cast of semi-clad and uniformly 
busty females and they all love to flirt. 

If the plot all sounds like a bad Jeffrey Archer novel or one of 
those hideous American mini-series to you, then you're right. 
It has that all-important mix of lust, power, money, greed, and 
murder. The only thing which saves the game from descending 
into the completely ridiculous is the quality of the play, which 
allows you to get right in there and indulge in a bit of the 
action yourself. 

Locked secrets 

In the same style as Deja Vu, Spaceship Warlock and other vir- 
tual environment games, Fascination involves a range of navi- 
gable and interactive environments. In the beginning, for 
example, you are deposited in a Miami Hotel room, fresh from 
the plane and Fayard's death, with a remarkable absence of jet 
lag. You can then explore the hotel room with the mouse, click- 
ing on objects to investigate them. 

One of your first tasks is to find the phial of Miller's drug, 
which is hidden in the briefcase. To do this you click on the 




Fascir 



Deaths intrigue and double- 
dealing In high and low 
places. The world^s most 
unlikely detective - and 
airline pilot - Doralice May 

investigates 



case and a window showing the case's lock pops up on the 
screen. Enter the correct code into the lock and a fresh window, 
representing the open case, appears, and this allows you to 
search through the contents. 

It is possible to pick up and keep many of the objects you 
come across on your travels. Clicking on an object will allow 
you to pick it up. The cursor now changes into the shape of the 
object. Using clicking the right mouse button puts the object 
into your personal inventory, which you can carry with you from 
screen to screen. Once you have an object in the inventory you 
can pick it out using the right button and use it on a person or 
thing later in the game. 

One of the most important tricks as you progress through 
each new environment is to always use the objects you collect 
on the people you come across. This will often elicit a telling 
response. Initiating a conversation with each of the characters 
you come across is also generally a good idea. All you need to 




Fascination incorporates quick snatches of digitisation, which are kept 
memory-efficient by their size - here, using that old "seen from across the 
street" ploy. 



HOTEL PELICAN - Key Biscayne - Miami 



Even the blandest looldng location needs to be searched and examined 
minutely: pretty well any object which moves, or can be acted on, will be 
relevant to the plot. 



ation 




I'm DoraLi.ce... The sex Lest coptocn on the Par Is- 
MLomc fL<.9ht' You Litee suspense'^ UeLL^ you're 
Inw^cted to spend a delccious ueelQend uLth me... 
Fn^fATi unar <u>Qthftl »<; . lip 'rp rpnrtu fnr tnbonff t — 



Fascination's airline pilot cum detective Doralice May is directly descended from 
the heroines in mini-series, or judith Kranti blockbusters. Sex and shopping 
occurs pretty much as frequently in Fascination as well. 

do is click on them with the mouse and they will then speak . 
Most have something useful to say. 

Another important clue is that their response to you will 
change depending on whether or not you have performed the 
right set of tasks before. It's dangerous to assume that you 
know what they have to say. But beware: many of the snippets 
of wisdom you get in this drama are also designed to throw you 
off the case and. as in life, it pays to believe no-one. 

Bad B-movies 

All too reminiscent of bad B-movies. there are many points on 
which Fascination is all too transparent. Like a film in which 
every plot point has obvious significance and the ending is a 
certainty, so is everything you encounter in Fascination After 
all. if the programmers have gone to the trouble of making an 
object movable, interactive, or collectable then you know it has 
a role in the unfolding drama. However, the game avoids giving 
away all its mysteries too easily, by hiding many of the key 
objects, which are often only a few pixels square and therefore 
hard to spot. 

The other complication is you often need to perform a key 
sequence of tasks before you can move from one environment 
to the next. For example, in the beginning of the game you 
need to find the correct hiding place for the phial once you 
have removed it from the case. Unless you do this correctly 
your room is ransacked, the phial discovered, and you are 
declared a failure by a very ugly thug. 

But once you have honed in on the strategies employed in 
Fascination, you can whizz through many of the tests. The 
game's designer has included a truck load of hints and 
prompts, and if you read or listen to the commentary and 
speech components carefully you find they point you in the 
right direction. 



One of the strangest elements of Fascination is its raunchy 
graphic style. These leave you with no doubts about the 
designer's testosterone levels with the constant parade of well- 
endowed women being the one thing you can count on. This 
guy really needs a few cold showers! Doralice also engages in a 
few sessions of suggestive banter with her erstwhile suitor, 
Robaire de la Caffetiere, who turns out to be a complete waste 
of space, passing out while the night is still young. It is actually 
pretty disconcerting occupying the body of a woman with such 
poor taste in men. Robaire really failed to make the earth move 
for me. 

Personally, Fascination's fascination with the female form, 
and particularly in its most curvaceous manifestations seems a 
little gratuitous to me. and added very little to what is other- 
wise a very playable and engaging game. But then that's all a 
matter of taste. 

The game uses the huge capacity of CD-ROM to provide an 
experience that would be impossible with floppy disk. The 
gameplay is greatly extended by use of the CD-ROM media. 
After a few long sessions there was no sign of an end in sight. 
The graphics are in VGA, and are clean but blocky. A good deal 
of the producers' energies seem to have been poured into the 
soundtrack, as there are many hundreds of sound bites' in the 
game. The quality of the characterisations is in keeping with 
the B-movie feel of the whole production, but they certainly 
add a lot of character to the game. 

Tomahawk/Coktel Vision has also used the capacity of the 
CD-ROM to digitise all the speech in five languages - French, 
Dutch. English. Spanish and Italian. When you boot it up you 
have the option of using either one. 

The game supports a good range of sound cards including 
InterSound. Ad Lib. Sound Blaster and MediaVision You also 
have the option to play the game without the sound, but when 
I tried this it was just as engaging. Using the Sound Blaster Pro, 
and just the standard Microsoft CD-ROM 
w extensions 1 had no problems getting 
Jf^T^^ program to work. You can get the 

ffY^ X""^ impression that the sound isn't 

Ijf f ^ working, as the game boots up in 

deathly silence in the introductory 
W screens. 
k^f Some of its side-preoccupations 

aside. Fascination is an appealing 
and very playable game which makes 
good use of the CD-ROM medium to deliver 
depth of game play with an entertaining soundtrack. 




TIM CARRIGAN 




REQUIREMENTS 



PC, 640K RAM, CD-ROM drive, Microsoft 
CD-ROM extensions to DOS, and VGA are all 



required. 



CGA(Si iTandy 
Hercules j| ) |Rolami^ \MUb j/ ) 



PC Compatible Software 



Special Reserve 
Sales 0279 600204 



SCRABBLE 




MIGHT & MAGIC 2 KICK OFF 2 GOLDEN AXE PRINCE OF PERSIA LEMMINGS 

6.99 9.99 9.49 7.99 16.99 



JACKNICKLAUS MS DOS 5.0 MICROSOFT WORKS PROTEXT 4.3 

6.99 59.99 109.99 44.99 



DISK SIZE 



5.25 3.5 



5.25 3.5 



5.25 3.5 



3D CONSTRUCTION KIT JF1791 

ACES OF THE PACIFK; V JF2350 

ACTION MASTERS (F18 COMBAT PILOT, 
ITALY 1990, DOUBLE DRAGON 2, 

TURBO OUTRUN, WELLTRIS) JF2291 

AO&D DUNGEON MASTER ASSISTANT V0L2 (SSI) JF1586 .. 

ADVANTAGE TENNIS E/ V JF2298 

AIR SEA SUPREMACY 
(GUNSHIP, SILENT SERVICE, P47, 

F15 STRIKE EAGLE, CARRIER COMMAND) JF2281 

AIR, LAND & SEA 

(688 ATTACK SUB. INDY 500, P18 INTERCEPTOR) JF2272 

BARD S TRILOGY JF2254 

BATTLE ISLE EA/ JF2280 

BATTLECHESS 2 C/E JF1316 

BLOODWYCHC/E JF485 ... 

BLUES BROTHERS JF2252 

BREACH 2 (ENHANCED) JF2243 

CASTLES E/V JF1816 

CASTLES DATA DISK E/V JF2i58 

CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER JF2323 

CHESSMASTER 3000 JP2276 

CHUCK YEAGER AIR COMBAT E/V JF1817 

CIVILIZATION JF2286 

CONAN THE CIMMERIAN E/V JP2297 

CONQUEST OF THE LONGBOW V 256 COL JF20M 

CORPORATION JF1301 

CORRUPTION (M/SCROLLS) JF043 ., 

CRUISE FOR A CORPSE C/E/V JF1709 

D-GENERATION JF2346 

DAILY SPORTS COVER GIRL POKER JF2335 

DELUXE PAINT 2 ENHANCED JF2104 

DICK TRACY ADVENTURE E/V JF2342 

DISNEY ANIMATION STUDIO C/E/V JF3065 

DRAKKHENC/6 JF680 ., 

DUNE E/V JF2336 

DYNA BLASTERS JF2349 

DYNAMIX VALUE PACK E (HEART OF CHINA. 

STELLAR 7, RISE OF THE DRAGON) JF2353 

ELITE JF032 ., 

ELITE PLUSEA/ JF1736 

ELVIRA 2 - JAWS OF CERBERUS H/D E/V JF2134 

EPIC (COMING SOON) JF1367 

EYE OF THE BEHOLDER (881) C/E/V JF1473 

EYE OF THE BEHOLDER 2 E.V 256 COL JF2296 

F117A NIGHTHAWK V JF2003 

F1 4 TOMCAT JF2041 

F15 STRIKE EAGLE 2 JF2080 

F16 FALCON V 3.0 E/V (REOUmfSMS4X)8V.5) JP1361 

F19 STEALTH FIGHTER M/C/E/V JF156 ... 

FERRARI FORMULA 1 C/E 

FIGHTER COMMAND JF2255 

FLAMES OF FREEDOM (MIDWINTER 2) JF1647 

FLIGHT OF THE INTRUDER E 

FLIGHT SIMULATOR 4 M/C/E/V JF999 ... 

FLOOR 13 JF2167 

FUN SCHOOL 2 (2-6) C/E JF361 ... 

FUN SCHOOL 2 (64) C/E JF362 ... 

FUN SCHOOL 2 (8+) C/E JF363 ... 

FUN SCHOOL 3 (2-5) JF1163 

FUN SCHOOL 3 (5-7) JF1 164 

FUN SCHOOL 3 (7*) JF1166 

FUN SCHOOL 4 (2-5) C/»V JF3009 

FUN SCHOOL 4 (5-7) C/E/V JF3010 

FUN SCHOOL 4 (7+) C/E/V JF301 1 

GATEWAY TO THE SAVAGE FRONTIER JF2237 

QOOS , JF1737 

GOLDEN AXE JP1248 . 

GRAHAM GOOCH WORLD CLASS CRICKET JF2056 

GUNSHIP 2000 E/V JF1792 

HARPOON VI. 21 JF2270 

HEART OF CHINA H/O V 286 COL JF1 865 

HELLCAT ACE JF942 
HEROQUEST ♦ DATA DISK (GREMUNj JF1 742 

HITCH HIKERS GUIDE JF495 . 

HOME ALONE JF2285 

HOOK E/V JF2325 

HYPERSPEED V 256 COL JF2319 

IAN BOTHAMS CRICKET JF2253 

INDIANA JONES 2 ACTION (FATE OF ATLANTIS) JF2317 

INDIANA JONES 2 ADVENTURE V 256 COL JF2239 

INDIANAPOLIS 500 C/E/V JF838 ... 

INTERCEPTER - RENEDE LEGION (SSI) JF2302 . 

INTERNATIONAL SPORTS CHALLENGE E/V JF2306 

JACKNICKLAUS GOLF C/E JFS22 . 

JET V2.1 C/E (SUBLOGIC) JF1637 ., 



.33.99 J01791 . 
.26.99 JD23S0 . 



.22.99 JD2291 . 

...7.99 

.21.49 JD2298 . 



.23.99 JD2281 ...23.9 



.26.99 JD2272 . 

.26.49 JD2254 . 

.23.99 JD2280 . 

.20.99 JD1316 . 

.18.49 JD465.... 

..17.99 JD2252 . 

.18.99 JD2243 

.23.99 JD1816 . 

.11.99 JD2158 . 

.19.99 JD2323 . 

.24.99 JD2276 . 

.23.99 JD1817 . 

.26.99 JD2286 . 

.23.99 JD2297 . 

.26.99 JO2085 . 

.14.99 JD1301 . 

...4.9« JD043 .. 

. 21.49 JD1709 . 

. 23.99 J02346 . 

.19.99 J02335 . 

. 65.99 JO2104 . 

.19.99 JD2342 . 

.65.99 JD3065 . 

...7.99 

.26.99 JD2336 . 

. 23.99 JD2349 . 

.27.99 J02353 . 

...8.99 JO032 .. 

. 26.99 JD1736 . 

. 26.99 JD2134 . 

.19.99 JD1367 . 

J01473 . 

.24.99 JD2296 . 

.26.99 JD2003 . 

!!l3!99 JD2080 . 

.32.99 JD1361 . 

.16.99 JD156.... 
J0269 .. 

.23.99 J02255 . 

.26.99 JD1647 . 
JD915.... 

.35.99 JD999.... 

.17.99 JD2167 . 

..14.99 JD361.... 

..14.99 JD362.... 

..14.99 J0363.... 

.17.99 JD1163 . 

..17.99 JD1164 . 

.17.99 JD1165 . 

..17.99 J03009 . 

.17.99 JD3010 . 

..17.99 JD3011 . 

..21.49 JD2237 . 

..19.99 J01737 . 

...9.49 JD1248.. 

..19.99 JD2056 . 

.26.99 JD1792 . 

. 26.49 J02270 . 

.27.90 JD1865 . 

..23.99 jD1742 . 

,...9.99 JD495 .. 

.19.99 JD2285 . 

. 23.99 JD2325 . 

. 26.99 JD2319 . 

..19.99 JD2253 . 

..21.49 JD2317 . 

..21.49 JD2239 . 

.19.99 JD838.... 

...6.99 JD2302.. 

.19.99 JD2306 . 

...6.99 JDS22 .. 

...3.99 



.26.99 
.26.49 
.23.99 
.20.99 
.18.49 
.17.99 
18.99 
.23.99 
.11.99 
.19.99 
.24.99 
.23.99 
.26.99 
.23.99 
.26.99 
.14.99 
...4.99 
.21.49 
.23.99 
.19.99 
.65.99 
.19.99 
.65.99 



.26.99 
.23.99 

.27.99 
...9.99 
.26.99 
.26.99 
.19.99 
.21.49 
,.24.99 
.26.99 



.13.99 
.32.99 
..16.99 
...9.99 
.23.99 
.26.99 
..13.99 



..23.99 
..14.99 
.14.99 
.14.99 
..17.99 
..17.99 
..17.99 
.17.99 
..17.99 
.17.99 
..21.49 
..19.99 
...9.49 
.19.99 
.26.99 
..26.49 
..27.99 



.23.99 
...9.99 
..19.99 
.23.99 
.26.99 
.19.99 
..21.49 
..21.49 
..19.99 
...6.99 
..19.99 
...6.90 



JINXTER (M/SCROLLS) JF008 . 

JOE MONTANA FOOTBALL JF2355 

KICK OFF 2 EA/ JF10S4 . 

KICK OFF 3 E/V JF2332 

KINGS QUEST 5 E/V 16 COL (SIERRA) JF1544 

KINGS QUEST 5 H/D V 256 COL JF1778 

KNIGHTS OF THE SKY E/V JF1564 

LEATHER GODDESSES JF422 . 

LEGEND E/V JF2347 

LEISURE SUIT LARRY 5 E JF20e6 

LEISURE SUIT LARRY 5 V 256 COL JF2087 

LEISURE SUIT LARRY 1 ,2 «• 3 TRIPLE PACK E ...JF2362 

LEMMINGS E/V JF1519 

LEMMINGS DISK - OH NO MORE LEMMINGS! ...JF2133 

LIFE AND DEATH 2 E/V JF1631 

LINKS (GOLF) (NORM) V 

LINKS (GOLF) H/D V JF1712 

LORD OF THE RINGS 2 JF2160 

Ml TANK PLATOON C/V JF2322 

MAGIC CANDLE 2 C/E JF1814 

MAGNETIC SCROLLS VOL.1 

(GUILD OF THIEVES, RSH, CORRUPTION) C/E/V JF1946 

MANCHESTER UNITED EUROPE JF1960 

MARIO ANDRETTI'S RACING CHALLENGE JF1744 

MAUPm ISLAND E/V JF2053 

MAVIS BEACON 2 TYPING TUTOR C/E/V JF3014 

METRAVELLER 1 JF1743 

METRAVELLER 2 E/V JF1973 

MENACE E JF151 . 

MICKEY'S 123 S (2-5 YRS) C/E (DISNEY) JF3070 

MICKEY S ABC (2-5 YRS) E/V (DISNEY) JF3067 

MICKEY'S COLOURS AND SHAPES 

(2-5 YRS) E (DISNEY) JF3068 

MICKEY S CROSSWORD PU2ZLE MAKER 

(5-8 YRS) C/E (DISNEY) JF3072 

MICKEY S JIGSAW PUZZLES 

(5-8 YRS) C/E/V (DISNEY) JF3069 

MICKEY S MEMORY CHALLENGE 

(5-8 YRS) E/V (DISNEY) JF3071 

MICROSOFT WORKS INTEGRATED SOFTWARE 
(WORD PROCESSOR. DICTIONARY, 
SPREADSHEET WITH GRAPHICS, 

DATABASE WITH MAIL MERGE. COMMS) JF3062 . 

MIG 29 FULCRUM C/E/V JF1644 

MIGHT & MAGIC 2 JF2301 . 

MKSHT AND MAGIC 3 E/V JF2046 

MIKE DITKAS FOOTBALL H/D E/V JF2094 

MS-DOS 5 UPGRADE (MICROSOFT) JF1856 

MURDER E JF1319. 

PAWN (M/SCROLLS) JF067 . 

PGA TOUR GOLF * COURSES E/V JF1252 

PGA TOUR GOLF COURSE DISK JF2161 

PITFIGHTER JF2092 

PLAN 9 FROM OUTER SPACE E/V JF2339 

POLICE QUEST 3 E « JF2166 

POLICE QUEST 3 V 256 COL ..^iv JF2164 

POOLS OF DARKNESS E/V JF2140 

POPULOUS & SIM CITY C/E/V £ JF368 .. 

POWERMONGER JF1295 

PRINCE OF PERSIA JF1642 . 

PROTEXT VERSION 4.3 JF3100 

QUEST 8. GLORY 

(BLOODWYCH, MIDWINTER. CADAVER, BAT) ...JF2356 

RACEDRIVIN JF2147 

RAILROAD TYCOON JF1104 

REALMS E/V JF2169 

RED BARON E/V 16 COL JF1548 

RED BARON H/D V 256 COL JF1780 

RISE OF THE DRAGON E/V 16 COL JF1546 

RISE OF THE DRAGON H/D V 256 COL JF1779 

ROB0C0P3CA/ JF2268 

ROCKETEER EAJ (DISNEY) JF2344 

ROGER RABBIT IN HARE RAISING 

HAVOC V 256 COL (DISNEY) JF2343 

ROGER RABBIT (WITH SOUND 

SOURCE DEVICE) V 256 COL (DISNEY) JF2361 

ROLLING RONNY 256 COL V JF2005 

SAMURAI - THE WAY OF THE WARRIOR JF2359 

SAVAGE EMPIRE (NORM) E/V JF1465 

SCRABBLE DE LUXE JF098 . 

SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND JF1468 

SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND 2 V 16 COL JF2238 

SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND 2 V 256 COL JF2337 

SECRET OF THE SILVER BLADE JF1218 

SECRET WEAPONS OF THE LUFTWAFFE JF1470 

SHADOW SORCERER E/V JF1982 



...4.99 JD008 ... 

..13.99 JD2355 .. 

...9.99 JD1084... 

.18.49 JD2332 .. 

..27.99 JD1544 .. 

.29.99 JD1778 .. 

.26.99 JD1564 .. 

...9.99 JD422 ... 

.21.49 JD2347 .. 

.27.99 JD2086 .. 

..29.99 JD2087 .. 

..27J9 JD2352 .. 

..16.99 JD1519 .. 

.17.99 JD2133 .. 

,.21.49 JD1631 .. 

JD1712 .. 

..27.99 

.23.99 JO2160 .. 

.12.99 JD2322 .. 

.13.99 JD1814 .. 

.,24.99 J01946 .. 
..17.99 JD1960 .. 
..14.99 JD1744 .. 
JD2053 .. 
JD3014 .. 



..4.99 
13.99 
..9.99 
18.49 

27.99 
29.99 
26.99 
..9.99 
21.49 
27.99 
29.99 
27.99 
16.99 
17.99 
21.49 
27.99 



.23.99 
.12.99 
.13.99 

.24.99 
.17.99 
.14.99 



..26M 

..11.99 

..23.99 JD1973 . 

...9.99 

.19.99 JD3070 . 
.19.99 JD3067 . 

..19.99 JD3068 ... 



.19.99 
.19.99 



..19.99 JD3069 .. 



.19.99 
.19.99 
.19.99 



.109.99 JD3062 

..13.99 JD1644 

...6.99 JD2301., 

..27.99 JD2046 

..23.99 JD2094 

..59.99 JD1956 

....4.99 

....9.99 JD067 . 



109.09 

.13.99 
...6.99 

.27.09 
..23.99 
..58.99 



..19.99 
..23.99 



JD2092 . 
JD2339 . 



..21.98 JD2140 

.19.99 J0368... 

.19.99 JD1295 

...7.99 JD1642.. 

.44.90 aO3100 



.23.99 

..19.99 JD2147 . 

..24.99 JD1104 . 

..23.99 JD2169 . 

..27.99 JD1548 . 

..27.09 JD1780 . 

..27.99 JD1546 . 

..20.99 JD1779 . 

.19.00 JD2266 . 

.19.99 JD2344 . 



.10.09 JD2343 ...19.99 



.35.99 
.23.99 
.23.99 
.24.49 



.11.99 
.19.99 
.23.99 
.26.99 
.29.99 
.21.99 
.19.99 
.19.99 
,..7.99 
.44.99 

.23.99 
.19.99 
.24.00 
.23.00 
.27.99 
.27.99 
.27.99 
.29.99 
.19.99 
.10.00 



...35.09 JD2361 . 

. . .23.99 JD2005 . 

...23.99 J02359 . 

...14.99 JD1455 . 

... 8.99 JD098 .. 

...21.49 JD1466 . 

...21.49 JD2238 . 

...21.49 JD2337 . 

...21.49 JD121« . 

...24.00 JD1470 . 

...21.49 J01982 . 



8.99 
.21.49 
.21.49 
.21.49 
.21.49 
.24.99 
.21.40 



...27.99 
...26.99 
...23.99 
...19.99 
...11.99 
...11.99 



JD1726 .23.99 
JD2242 ...32.99 

JD2354 ...27.99 
JD1148 ...26.99 
JD2324 ...23.99 

JD679 19.99 

JD1704 ...11.99 
JD1705 ...11.99 
JD1022 ...11.99 
J015S1 ...27.96 

JD317......24.99 

JD1784 ...27.99 
JD1545 ...27.99 
JD2351 ...27.99 



JD2321 . 
JD2142 . 
.JD2143 . 
J02241 . 
JD1298.. 
JD1601 



.19.99 
.26.99 
.26.00 

.17.99 
.9.99 
.19.99 



JD2175 ...23.99 

JD2135".".'.'2i3i.99 

J0030 16.99 

JD2327 ...21 49 

J01081 3.99 

JD048 8.99 

JD2002 ...19.99 
JD2341 ...17.99 
JD2245 ...20.49 



SHANGHAI 2 JF1726 

SHUTTLE EN JF2242 

SIERRA STARTER PACK E 

(KINGS QUEST 1. L S L 1, SPACE QUEST 1) JF2354 

SILENT SERVrcE 2 C/E/V JF1148 

SIM ANT JF2324 

SIM CITY i POPULOUS C/E/V JF679 . 

SIM CITY ANCIENT CITIES JF1704 

SIM CITY FUTURE WORLDS JF1705 

SIM CITY TERRAIN EDITOR C/E JF1022 

SIM EARTH MC/E/V JF1551 ...27.99 

SONS OF LIBERTY (SSI) JF1583 3.99 

SPACE QUEST 2 WCiEPJ JF31 7 24.99 

SPACE QUEST 4 E/V 16 COL JF1784 ...27.90 

SPACE QUEST 4 V 256 COL (SIERRA) JF1545 ...27.00 

SPACE QUEST TRIPLE PACK E JF2351 ...27.00 

STAR TREK (INTERPLAY) E/V JF2159 ...23.99 

STORM MASTER E/C/V JF2321 ...19.99 

STRIKE COMMANDER E/V JF2142 ...26.99 

STRIKE COMMANDER H/D E/V 

SUPER SPACE INVADERS „ JF2241 ...17.99 

SUPREMACY JF1298 9.99 

TEAM SUZUKI JF1601 ...19.99 

TEAM YANKEE 2 E/V JF2175 ...23.99 

TEENAGE QUEEN (STRiP POKER) M/C/E JP275 8.99 

TERMINATOR E/V JF2135 ...23.09 

TETRIS JF030 16.09 

THE MANAGER JF2327 ...21.49 

THIRD COURIER JF1081 2.99 

THREE STOOGES C/E JF048 8.99 

TIMEOUESTE/V JF2002 ...23.99 

TITUS THE FOX EA/ JF2341 ...17.99 

TURTLES 2 JF2245 ...20.49 

TV SPORTS (U S) FOOTBALL E/V JF233 6.96 

TV SPORTS BOXING E/V JF2139 ...23.99 

TWILIGHT 2000 E/V JF1974 ...23.99 

U F O (SUBLOGIC) C/E JF1634 4.99 

ULTIMA 5 JF141 21.99 

ULTIMA 6 M/C/E/V JF1071 ...24.99 

ULTIMA 7 E/V JF2141 ...24.90 

ULTIMA TRILOGY 2 V (ULTIMA 4, 5. 6) JF2358 ...26.09 

ULTIMA UNDERWORLD JF2345 ...26.99 

UNIVERSAL MILITARY SIMULATOR C/E JF010 13.99 

UNIVERSAL MILITARY SIMULATOR 2 (E/V) JF1254 ...24.99 

UP PERISCOPE (SUBLOGIC) JF1638 3.90 

VENGANCE OF EXCALIBUR JF2318 ...22.90 

WILD WEST WORLD C/EA/ JF2320 ...21>I9 

WILLY BEAMISH EA/ 16 COL JF2278 ...23 99 

WING COMMANDER 1 + MISSIONS H/D V JF2357 ...29.99 

WING COMMANDER 1 * MISSIONS V 

WING COMMANDER 1 MISSIONS E/V 

WING COMMANDER 1 MISSIONS H/D E/V JF1758 ...12.96 

WING COMMANDER 2 E/V 

WING COMMANDER 2 H/D E/V JF1033 ...26.99 

WING CMNDR 2 SPEECH ACCESSORY 

WING CMNDR 2 H/D SPEECH ACCESSORY JF2172 ...11.99 

WOLFPACK C/E/V JF916 23.90 

WONDERLAND C/E/V JF1357 ...14J9 

ZAKMAKRAKEN JF10B9 ...15.99 



CD Rom Software 



BRITANNICA FAMILY CHOICE (COMPILATION OF 15 TITLES 

FROM EARLY LEARNING TO MILLIONAIRE 2 STOCK MARKET) ...JL3022 59.99 

GROLIERS ILLUSTRATED ENCYCLOPEDIA JL3032 ...249.99 

GUINNESS DISC OF RECORDS JL3023 69.99 

GUNSHIP AND MIDWINTER JL3065 29.99 

INFOCOM COLLECTION (WISHBRINGER, LEATHER GODDESSES, 

PLANETFALL, HITCH HIKERS GUIDE TO THE GALAXY) JL3093 29.99 

KINGS QUEST 5 (COMING SOON) JL3027 29.99 

Ml TANK PLATOON JL3088 29.99 

MAGNETIC SCROLLS COMPILATION WITH WINDOWING 

(FISH. CORRUPTION AND GUILD OF THIEVES) JL3095 26.99 

MIG SUPER FULCRUM AND MIG 29 JL3089 39.90 

PRINCE OF PERSIA AND VIETNAM JL3090 41.49 

RAILROAD TYCOON JL3086 29.99 

RICK DANGEROUS, 3D POOL AND SAVAGE JL3087 29.99 

SHERLOCK HOLMES MULTIMEDIA JL3060 39.99 

SUPREMACY JL3094 26.99 

WING COMMANDER AND ULTIMA 6 JL3024 39.99 

WING COMMANDER WITH MISSIONS 1 & 2 JL3033 39 99 

WONDERLAND JL3091 26.99 

WORLD ATLAS VERSION 2 MULTIMEDIA JL3031 60.00 

ZORK TRILOGY (20RK1 . ZORK 2. ZORK 3) JL3092 26.00 



J02139 


..23.99 


JD1974 


.23.99 


JD1071 


..24J9 


JD2141 


.24.99 


JD2358 


.26.99 


J02345 


..26.99 


JD1254 


.24.90 


JD2318 


.22.99 


J02328 


..21.49 


J02278 


..23.99 


..JD2357 


..29.90 




..12.90 


..J01932 


..26.99 


J01933 


.26.99 




..11.99 


JD2172 


..11.99 



JD1357 ...14je 



C = CGA (Colour Graphics Adaptor), E = EGA (Enhanced Graphics Adaptor) 
V = VGA (Video Graphics Array). M = Mono, HD = High Density Dislcs. 




134.99 



199.99 



CANON BJ-10EX 
BUBBLE JET PRINTER 

64 NOZZLE, 80 COLUMN, 83LQ CPS 2LQ/1 
DRAFT FONT. 12 MONTH WARRANTY. A 
SMALL, PORTABLE PRINTER, VERY QUIET 
IN OPERATION YET GIVING OUTSTANDING 

PRINT QUALITY GG3099 

FREE PRINTER LEAD OitO OO 
FREE MEMBERSHIP ^'^^•WW 

CITIZEN 120D+ 

PRINTER 9 PIN, 80 COLUMN, 144 
CPS/25NLQ, 2NLQ/1 DRAFT FONT, 24 MTH 
WARRANTY. HIGH QUALITY BLACK AND 

WHITE PRINTER GG3004 

FREE PRINTER LEAD 
FREE MEMBERSHIP 

CITIZEN SWIFT 9 PRINTER 

WITH COLOUR KIT 9 PIN. 80 COLUMN, 
192CPS/48NLQ, 3NLQ/1 DRAFT FONT. 24 
MTH WARRANTY. A 9 PIN PRINTER WITH 
COLOUR FACILITY AND FULL PAPER 

HANDLING FUNCTIONS GG1703 

FREE PRINTER LEAD 
FREE MEMBERSHIP 
FREE COLOUR KIT 

CITIZEN 224 

PRINTER WITH COLOUR KIT 24 PIN, 80 
COLUMN, 192CPS/64LQ, 3LQ/1 DRAFT 
FONT, 24 MTH WARRANTY. 24 PIN LETTER 
QUALITY PRINTER WITH EXCELLENT 

GRAPHICS (360X360 DPI) GG3012 

FREE PRINTER LEAD 

FREE MEMBERSHIP OilO OO 
FREE COLOUR KIT ^"tTcT T 

CITIZEN SWIFT 24E 

PRINTER WITH COLOUR KIT 24 PIN, 80 
COLUMN, 216CPS/72LQ, 6LQ/1 DRAFT 
FONT, 24 MTH WARRANTY. ADVANCED 
VERSION OF 224 WITH HIGHER SPEED, 
MORE FONTS AND SPECIAL LCD 

CONTROL PANEL GG3054 

FREE PRINTER LEAD 
FREE MEMBERSHIP 
FREE COLOUR KIT 

PRINTER LEAD (PARALLEL) AMK3A, ATARI ST OR PC GG449 9.99 

DUST COVER FOR 80 COLUMN PRINTER (CLEAR PVC) GG1187 5.99 

INK CARTRIDGE FOR BJ10EX GG3101 ...20.09 

RIBBON (COLOUR) FOR SWIFT 9, 24 OR 224 GG1733 ...15.99 

RIBBON (COLOUR) FOR SWIFT 9X OR 24X GG2186 ...13.99 

RIBBON FOR SWIFT 9 OR 120D+ GG2182 6.99 

RIBBON FOR SWIFT 24 OR 224 GG2183 6.99 

RIBBON FOR SWIFT 9X ...GG2184 6.99 

RIBBON FOR SWIFT 24X GG2185 6.99 

SAMSUNG 14" COLOUR 
VGA MONITOR 

MODEL CJ-4685 WITH GG3015 

(REQUIRES VGA CARD) OOO OO 
FREE MEMBERSHIP 

VGA GRAPHICS CARD ...GG1938 ...39.99 
DUST COVER FOR MONITOR GG1188 5.99 





SOUND BLASTER 

MUSIC/VOICE/MIDI SOUND BOARD 
FOR PC WITH INBUILT ANALOGUE 
JOYSTICK PORT. UK SBEST 
SELLING SOUNBOARD. 
GQ1723 ...109.99 

SOUND BLASTER 
STARTER PACK 

(SOUND BLASTER, 
SUNCOM PC JOYSTICK, TWO 
SPEAKERS). INCLUDES 
EVERYTHING NEEDED TO 
CONVERT A PC INTO A FIRST 
CLASS GAMES MACHINE. 
GG1729 ...144.99 

SOUND BLASTER PRO 

(INCLUDES CD-ROM INTERFACE, 
MIDI INTERFACE, DIGITAL & 
ANALOGUE MIXER, AMPLIFIER, 
SOFTWARE) 
GG3019 ...199.99 

STEREO SPEAKERS FOR SOUNDBLASTER 

(REQUIRE MAINS ADAPTOR OR BATTERIES) GQ2108 ...19.99 

MAINS ADAPTOR FOR SPEAKERS GG1830 ...12.99 




279.99 




PC LEISURE STARTER PACK 

(COVOX SOUNDMASTER, SCREENBEAT 
SPEAKERS, M6 ANALOGUE JOYSTICK 
AND QUICKJOY GAMESCARD) GG3049 1 1 9 99 

COVOX SOUNDMASTER 

SOUND BOARD FOR PC (AD-LIB COMPATIBLE) .. .003034 ...69.99 

SCREENBEAT STEREO SPEAKERS 

FOR PC. REQUIRES 4AA BATTERIES OR MAINS ADAPTOR. 
DESIGNED FOR COMPUTERS. INCLUDES MOUNTINGS 

FOR ATTACHMENT TO MONITORS GG3061 ...24.99 

MAINS ADAPTOR FOR SPEAKERS GG1830 ...12.99 



SOUND SOURCE BOX FOR MOST 
PC DISNEY SOFTWARE 
(GENERATES SOUND EFFECTS. 
PLUGS INTO PRINTER PORT) 
GG3096 27.49 



Disks etc. 



CLEANING KIT FOR COMPUTERS 
(INCLUDES VACUUM) 
GG3006 
19.99 

DELUXE DISK BOX 3.5" 
(80), LOCKABLE 
DIVIDERS 
GG1874 
10.99 

3 5" DISK HEAD BANX DISK BOX 3.5" 
CLEANER (80) STACKABLE 
GQ1418 GG3059 
4.99 12.99 

DISK BOX 3.5" (10 CAPACITY) GQ595 1.99 

DISK BOX 3.5" (40) LOCKABLE. DIVIDERS GG883 7. 

DISK BOX 3.5" (80) LOCKABLE, DIVIDERS QG884 8.99 

DISK BOX 3.5" (100) DIVIDERS. LOCKABLE GG1221 9.99 




10 PACK GOLDSTAR 5.25" 
DSDD DISKS (96 TPI, 720K) 
GG1027 ...5.99 

10 PACK GOLDSTAR 5.25" 
HIGH DENSITY DISKS (1.2 MEG) 
QG1028...7.99 

3.5" DSDD GOLDSTAR 
DISK WITH LABEL 
GG413 

69p each 

PACK OF 50 GOLDSTAR 
3.5" DSDD DISKS 
WITH LABELS 
GG1600 

24.99 

3.5" GOLDSTAR HIGH 
DENSITY DISKS (1.4 MB) 
GG1026 

99p each 




GRAVIS 
ANALOGUE 
JOYSTICK 
FOR PC 
GG3046 
39.99 

QUICKJOY M5 
JOYSTICK FOR PC 



QUKJKSHOT 
WARRIOR 5 
PC ANALOGUE 
JOYSTICK 
QG1063 
13J9 

SUNCOM 

ANALOGUE EDGE 
JOYSTICK 
FOR PC 




GoldSix GoldStar 



2HD 





[ NAKSHA MOUSE FOR PC 
WITH DELUXE PAINT 2 
GG3016 

I 39.99 



Special Reserve Sales lines 0279 600204 
Please phone for our free 8-page colour catalogue 



TECHNOPLUS 
PHILIPS CM50 CD 
ROM DRIVE 

WITH WORLD ATLAS, 
CHESSMASTER 2000. LIFE & 
DEATH, BRUCE LEE. BLACK 
HOLE, GIN KING, THESAURUS, 
DICTIONARY, SPELL CHECKER, 

20TH CENTURY HISTORY GG3007 

FREE SPECIAL RESERVE MEMBERSHIP 



PHILIPS CDD 461 
CD ROM DRIVE 

WITH AUDIO CD FUNCTIONS 

INDEPENDENT OF THE PC GG3021 

FREE SPECIAL RESERVE MEMBERSHIP 



TECNO 



CD-ROM 




349.99 



NINTENDO SUPER NES 

Official UK console now in stock 



Inter-Medlates Ltd. Registered Office: 2 South Block, 
The Maltings, Sawbrldgeworth, Herts CM21 9PG. 
INEVITABLY, SOME GAMES MAY NOT YET BE RELEASED. 
PLEASE PHONE SALES ON 0279 600204 FOR LATEST 
RELEASE DATES AND STOCK AVAILABILITY. 

" "we OnT" SUPP~y'miEMBERS BUT Yo" CAN ORDErVs YOU JOIN. " 
THERE IS A SURCHARGE OF 50p PER GAME ON TELEPHONED ORDERS 
(PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS) REVIEW 20 



QUICKSHOT GAMES CARD PLUS 
JOYSTICK FOR PC. OS 120 TWIN 
PORT GAMES CARD WITH Q81 1 3 
ANALOQUE JOYSTICK 
GG3064 ...17.99 

QUICKSHOT QS120 GAMES CARD (ANALOGUE, 15 PIN) 
FOR PC, TWIN PORTS ALLOW USE OF 

TWO ANALOGUE JOYSTICKS GG427 ...13.99 

8QUIK SERIAL MOUSE FOR PC 
(INCLUDES DRIVER SOFTWARE) 
GG21 29 ..•■.#19.99 



PBO MOUSE + SOFTWARE) 
GG3036 44.9i 



Address_ 



.Postcode _ 



3.575.25" 

"DELETE ONE 



Enter membership number (if applicable) or 
Membership £6.99 UK. £8.99 EEC. £10.99 World 



item 



item 



item 



item 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE UK POSTAGE & VAT 



Cheque/P.O./Access/Mastercard/Switch/Visa Switch Issue No_ 



Credit card 
expiry date_ 



_Signature_ 



Cheques payable to: SPECIAL RESERVE 
P.O. BOX 847, HARLOW, CM21 9PH 

Overseas Orders: EEC software orders - no extra charge 

World software orders please add £1 .00 per item. 
Non-software items please add 10% EEC or 25% World. 
Overseas orders must be paid by credit card. 



SOFTWARE REVIEW 




■ Treasures of the 
Savage Frontier 

■ US Gold 

■ £32.99 

■ (021) 356 3388 



SSI's AD&D system has not been dragged kicking and 
screaming into the 90s, rather given a few tentative 
shoves Sadly, the latest improvements' in the system 
also amount to a lot less than the kick in the backside that this 
role-playing series desperately needs. 

Treasures of the Savage Frontier kicks off where Gateway to 
the Savage Frontier finished. Having apparently achieved com- 
plete victory at Ascore. you are summoned by your old friend 



SSI claims that its newest 
Advanced Dungeons and 
Dragons game uses a greatly 
improved system, but how 
much better is it? 



Tr?5asi jres of the 

Savage Frontier 



Amanitas who informs you that the evil Zhentarim legions 
have once again reared their ugly heads. Your first task is to 
help the dwarves at Llorkh to defeat the enemies that have 
already made successful forays into areas of the fort. Having 
done that you can venture onwards to Secomber and find out 
what other new perils await you. 

The first thing you will need to play this second Savage 
Frontier episode is a strong party. You can load up a surviving 
party from Gateway, or you can use the pre-rolled party sup- 
plied with the disk. Be warned though that the latter is not par- 
ticularly powerful and, if you need a new party, or a few more 
members to flesh out an existing one, you'd be better off 
spending the time rolling them from scratch. Like earlier AD&D 
games, there is no way of manually entering the details of char- 
acters you use in the table-top version of AD&D, which is a 
shame for aficionados of the game. You can change the 
appearance of your character's icon, but this is a small conces- 
sion to the sort of versatile character generating system that 
could have been included. 

Once you begin you are faced with the same old rusty inter- 
face. What does SSI think it's doing? While this menu system 
was fine when the system was in its infancy (and. incidentally. 



when fewer users had mice), now it looks and feels cumber- 
some. Almost every review of an AD&D game points this out. 
and on each occasion the criticism has been ignored. This is 
undoubtedly partly due to the strong sales of the series to 
AD&D fans, but SSI could attract so many more players if it 
bothered to update the system. 

The crude graphics and presentation could also do with a 
lick of proverbial paint. SSI has already shown what it can do 
with Eye of the Beholder, so why retain these clumsy, ugly visu- 
als? The still artwork has shown steady improvement with each 
game, but the isometric combat screens, while showing some 
promise, are still what can only be described as wooden-look- 
ing, and the 3D window is a disgrace for a new game. 

Don't give up the fight 

As per usual, unless you let the computer handle combat, it is 
slow and frequently boring. This is unfortunate as Treasures is 
very combat oriented. In fact, the first section of the game is 
nothing more than a series of forays into the occupied fortress 
to mash up the forces of darkness. Other than what is required 
for battle strategy, the intellect of the player is very rarely chal- 
lenged. 




TWO MINUTES OF THE FIGHT AGAINST DEATH 



Find out your task from 
the Intro sequence and 
set off into the blazing dawn. 



A little initial help doesn't go 
amiss. Thanks Mr. Dwarf, maybe 
we can repay the debt. 



We haven't gone far when we 
come across trouble. There's no 
turning back now. 



The combat begins. We're' 
facing Driders and Ettins 
are both extremely nasty, c 




GItfYXT KfYMPFUt 
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Combot works in the trodftiona/ melee round systenn in which moves are made 
in order of initiative. Most aspects of this work very well, but it is hampered by 
the control interface. 

Combat has been improved by the addition of a reinforce- 
ment rule. Under certain conditions, extra forces can arrive 
during a battle and aid one side or another. 
This can be extremely useful when the 
battle isn't going your way and all of 
a sudden half a dozen mad dwarves 
come screaming round the corner 
and hack 10 types of hell out of the 
opposition. The principle works , 
both ways, however, and it could be '^]^ 



nother. 



^1 



3f 



that you think you've got the upper 
hand when more enemy forces arrive and 
turn the tide of the battle. 

The one saving grace of this series of games is the way that 
the AD&D rules have been lovingly and carefully translated and 




REQUIREMENTS 



Supplied on two high density disks, this 
game must be installed on a hard disk, and 
takes up about 2.8Mb of space. You shouldn't 
experience any speed problems on slower machines (there 
is a speed compensation option accessible from within the 
game), but combat runs far too quickly on fast 386s or 
486s! Using a mouse or joystick is often more fiddly than 
just putting up with keyboard control. 



CGA(^|EGA^J IVGAj^ [Tandy j/ ) 
Hercules | Roland |C) |Ad Ub j/ ) 




ALTERNATIVELY... 



Eye of the 
Beholder II 

us Gold, £35.99 

If you want an example of what SSI can do 
when it tries, this is it. Beholder II is a fine 
piece of 3D programming, and the plot is 
excellently realised, although it is a little 
tough for beginners. 

Shadow Sorcerer 

us Gold, £30.99 

Closer to the gameplay style of the traditional 
series, although the isometric graphics are 
infinitely better and you can control up to 
four characters simultaneously. Unlike Savage 
Frontier, the combat takes place in real time. 

Magic Candle 2 

Electronic Arts, £34.99 

A similar system, but it allows you to create 
several parties from more than 30 characters. 
The emphasis is far more on problem solving 
than combat, so it may be more to your taste 
if you're looking for something intellectual. 




observed. Each spell, character type and creature corresponds 
exactly to the original rule books. Being slavishly faithful 
makes sense; the AD&D rules have had nearly two decades to 
evolve and it is difficult for a game not to be enjoyable if the 
scenario is imaginative. 

One addition which 1 anticipate the fans will not like is the 
Barbara Cartland episodes. The game is sprinkled with sicken- 
ing little set pieces in which a character and an NPC gradually 
fall in love with one another. Maybe I'm getting too old and 
cynical and other people will find it adds atmosphere to the 
plot, but somehow I doubt it. 

The real shame about the whole AD&D fiasco of late is that, 
underneath the crummy outmoded system there are some very 
good games struggling to get out. Once you have resigned 
yourself to the appalling interface, you'll find that Savage Fron- 
tier is very absorbing. It's just a pity that it could have been so 
much better. 



LAURENCE SCOTFORD 



To defeat them easily is to use Having won the battle it's time to Before we tackle anything else, Finally check on your characters' 
a bit of magic: the stinking split up the treasure that the let's retire to the local tavern to condition before going out to face 

:loud spell should do the trick. creatures left behind. relearn spells and rest. more forces of darkness. 




SOFTWARE REVIEW 



■ Dreadnoughts 

■ Turcan Research 
Systems 

■ £34.95 
(Bismarck and 

Ironclad scenario disks £16.93 each) 
■ (071) 625 8455 



Veteran war game designer 
Peter Turcan takes to the 
high seas again in this tribute 
to the glorious age of the 

battleship 

Waterloo, Austerlitz, Borodino. Gettysburg and the 
Armada are all famous battles that have been the 
subject of strategy wargames written by Dr Peter Tur- 
can. In the good doctor's latest venture he is once again getting 
his feet wet. Dreadnoughts "recreates the looks, specifications, 
and tactics of the great naval fleets during and before the age 
of the battleship". 

The game is limited to surface action, when the opposing 
fleets would actually see each other, and covers a period (with 
the scenario disks) from 1894 to 1943. The master package 
includes three hypothetical scenarios, and four historical. The 
latter are The Battles of Coronel (1914), Battle of the Falklands 
(before the exclusion zone in 1914), The Battle of Dogger Bank 
(191 5) and most famously the Battleof lutland ( 1916). 

In each of the initial scenarios, and in those on the two 
additional disks, you can select either side, play against the 
computer, against another person, or watch the computer take 
care of everything. The gaming system, a development of Dr 
Turcan's previous war game engines, is very user friendly. 

Graphics are very crisp, the individual ships and classes 
being recognisable, and even the coastline being well drawn. 
Sound support is for Sound Blaster, and Sound Blaster Pro, but 
the program strangely did not recognise the Sound Blaster 
compatible ThunderBoard. The sounds seem limited to gun- 
fire, whistles and the impact of shells, but added well to the 
sense of being there'. 



Dreadr 




H.MS. Lion leading the Grand Fleet into action at The Battle ofjutland in May 
1916. 

The Admiral Nelson pitfall 

At the simplest level you remain merely the Admiral, setting 
general strategy, and allowing your highly trained subordinates 
to carry out your orders. They will seek your permission for any 
change of tactics, and automatically perform knee-jerk' reac- 
tions to torpedo attacks, damage repair and so forth. 




REQUIREMENTS 



What a tidy piece of programming! Will run 
from floppy disks, if installed on hard disk takes 
up only 720K! 640K memory required. Scenario disks 
similar. Sound Blaster and Sound Blaster Pro supported. 
Mouse optional, 640K memory required. 



CGACi^pGA^ |VGA^ [Tandy ^ 
[Hercules^ | Roland M) [AdLib |g ) 
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TWO MINUTES OF BISMARK VERSUS HOOD 



The German super- 
battleship, Bismarck, 
with Its main 1 5 Inch armament. 



Prinz Eugen was the only German 
capital ship to survive the World 
War II. 



The Bismarck and Prlnz Eugen 
steam through the Denmark 
Straits in May 1941. 



The Bismarck makes contai 
with Prince of Wales and th 
Hood. 



oughts 

Alternatively, if the Lord Nelson in you starts to take over 
you can become more and more involved, and assume control 
of both the helm, and the engine-room. Probably in scenarios 
such as Jutland, you will decide you have too many other 
things on your mind. 

Once contact is made with opposing forces, you as Admiral 
must first make a decision as to the range you intend to keep. If 
you have the advantage in gunnery range then pick him off at a 
distance, if not, then try and close the range as soon as possi- 
ble. Once battle is joined the pace rapidly increases, and lead 
(or rather shells) starts flying in al' 
directions. Damage reports become 
available, and it is wise to request 
points' to show how the battle as 
a whole is progressing. Most sce- 
narios seem well balanced, and 
with care either side can win. 

In addition to the main program. JW 
two scenario disks are currently avail- ]A Agr 
able. The first, 'Ironclads', covers the 
immediate pre-dreadnought era, the major conflicts round the 
turn of the century like the Sino-Japanese War (1894). and the 
Russo-Iapanese war (1904/5). One of the unique attractions of 
Dreadnoughts is the ability to develop and perfect naval tactics 
during the most dynamic 50 years in maritime history. You as 
Admiral will have to learn the effects of greater speed and pro- 
tection, more accurate gunfire and more efficient and destruc- 
tive shells. Tactics which may have scraped a victory in 1894 
against the Chinese may not be sufficient to overpower and 
defeat the might of the powerful King George V Class battle- 
ships of World War Two. 

So, what criticisms can be levelled? The limited number of 
options available, orders, ships, and what have you. cry out for 
either 'drop-down' menus or a windows interface. This would 
reduce some of the repetitive typing and 'smooth out' the gen- 
eral gameplay. The 'battlefield views' are varied and smooth, 
but are rigid. An ability to roam over the area at will would 
improve atmosphere, and assist in tactical considerations. 






ALTERNATIVELY... 




Action Stations 

Internecine, £29.99 

Complex 'Naval Surface 
Combat Tactical Simulation' 
dealing in huge detail with each 
ships level of weaponry and 
armour. And a little like 
reading the technical 
supplement to Janes Fighting 
Ships. It's effectively 'text only' 
with a few rudimentary CGA 
graphics. Very much for the 

committed enthusiast, or those who enjoy tinkering with 
spreadsheets. With its vast amount of statistics and technical 
information. 

Harpoon 

360/Electronic Arts, 
£34.99 

The 'classic' naval war sim 
dealing with contemporary 
times has been around since 
late 1 989, but scenario disks 
keep it fresh. It uniquely 
combines all aspects of modern naval warfare including subs and 
very comprehensive coverage of air power. With a heavy emphasis 
on the interaction of various units. Combat at arms-length in 
comparison with Dreadnoughts, and a much 'heavier' program. 

The Lost 
Admiral 

QQP, Import only at 
present. 

Well received naval version of 
Perfect General. With a similar 
easy-to-use interface. Ship 
types are minimal and the 
thrust is much more on a 
strategic level. Its heritage seems to be from boardgames, and is a 
little rigid as a result. However, the game rattles along like a Long 








1 1 ■ 





















The 'perfect' war game probably doesn't exist. The purists 
would say it is too 'arcadey'. The non-hardliner would say they 
get choked in the 'fog of war' and playability has been sacri- 
ficed for realism. There has yet to be a truly popular war game 
on PC. but Dreadnoughts is a 
broadside in the right direction. 



ROBIN MATTHEWS 



Gunflashes from 'Anton' and 

'Caesar' turrets of the 
Bismarck as It engages HMS 
Hood 



KMS Bismarck and HMS Hood 
exchange broadsides. 



Bismarck starts to find the range 
of the Royal Navy's veteran 
battlecruiser HMS Hood. 



The Bismarck is straddled by the 
big guns of the Hood and Prince 
of Wales. 





4ACK 




SOFTWARE REVIEW 








■ Title: lack Nicklaus 
\ Golf & Course Design 
1 Signature Edition 
1 ■ Accolade 
1 ■£39.99 
M ■ (081)877 0880 




ls.ck Nicl 



I bet you think it's easy, don't you? lust find a large piece of 
countryside, get a nnap of the area, nnake a few pencil nnarks 
and presto! Your very own golf course! Wrong, course 
designing is an incredibly difficult and laborious task, involving 
years of head-scratching design work, land cultivation and 
back-breaking manual labour. 

Thankfully none of this applies to Accolade's latest golfing 
sinnulation to carry the Golden Bear's kisser on the front. What 
you can do is design an entire course in your lunchtime and 
play a couple of rounds on the thing with your friends, pointing 
out places of interest and saying "See that bush? I did that" and 
"That bunker you've just landed in? That was nny idea, that". 

And the course designer is just the half of it. lack Nicklaus 
Golf & Course Design Signature Edition (hereafter known as 
lack) also has a connpletely redesigned golf simulator, with new 
easy to use controls and two major American courses to hack 
away at. So now. even if they won't let you in at the clubhouse 
because of your soiled boots and jeans, you can still get to play 
with the best of them (including the man himself). I'll deal with 
this side of the package first. 

Starting from scratch 

Visually jack is a significant improvement over both lack Nick- 
laus's Greatest 18 Holes of Major Championship Golf and lack 
Nicklaus's Unlimited Golf & Course Design (what is it with 
Accolade and these massive names?), opting for the Links- 
style digitised graphics instead of the polygon-based style 
seen before. 

The graphics aren't the only things to have been digitised. 
Sound effects such as the swoosh of the club and the oohs and 
ahhs of the crowd add life to the game and to have your 50ft 
putt that missed by a matter of inches be greeted with a loud 
groan of sympathy by the. ahem, invisible crowd is pretty grati- 
fying. I must admit, they did at first sound like crisp packets 
being rustled (applauding) and an plane flying overhead (one 
of the oohs ) but I've got used to them and after a while you 
accept them for what they are. 

lack is a lot friendlier than its digitised rival, with a swing 
system that is simple enough to get to grips with and versatile 



& Course Desig 

Fore ... no, make it a five. 
Accolade's latest Jack 
Nicklaus licence allows you 
to change whatever you want 




When playing against computer 
generated opposition, you're not 
totally in the dark as to their 
abilities. It's possible to alter any 
aspect of their skills and features, 
right down to the way they look. 
Apart from Jack, there are only 
four different golfer animations, 
one of which is female. 



enough to cover all but one type of shot. Unfortunately the 
putting is a major let-down. For a start, the relative-sizing of 
the ball and the hole doesn't work as well here as it does on 
the fairway and just looks plain sloppy. Secondly, it's very inac- 
curate unless you put a lot of practice in. Aiming the shot from 
the top of the screen doesn't allow for any of the delicate fine 
tuning needed on greens. It's a shame that this is such a penal- 
ty as the rest of the game is a real contender. 

The problems 1 used to have with chipping in Links are 
almost non-existent here, thanks mainly to the universal power 
line. As with virtually every golf game on the market, each shot 
is taken with three clicks on the mouse. The first starts the 
backswing, the second sets the power and the third applies 




TWO MINUTES OF PETER ALLISS 



'Designing a course in 
eight easy steps. First, 
get a plot of land and shape it as 
you like. A hill here, a hill there, 
nothing like a valley to liven 
things up. 



Next you'll want a few holes. Pick 

a tee position, then indicate 
either the first dogleg or the hole. 
Make sure you don't go too far, 
since even par 3s have their 
limits. 



With the basic hole patterns 
down, it's time to start getting a 
little more detailed. Close in on 
one hole and start to add trees, 
bunkers, water and other 
landscape features. 



It's also a good idea to add i 
few small hills or ridges on 
each hole by marking the 
desired area, selecting a 
height and choosing either i 
sheer cliff or a gentle slope 



aus Golf 



ignature Edition 






Should you make a spectacular drive onto the green, perform a perfect 80-foot 
putt or even get a hole in one, you'll no doubt want to see it again and again. 
The replay allows you to see it from the front or froma reverse point of view. 

hook or slice (or neither). Having the same system in every 
game does make reviewing them something of a problem, forc- 
ing you to ignore the way the game plays and concentrate 
mainly on the lookand feel of things 

Not everyone manages to make this relatively simple sys- 
tem work well, though, and Links is the prime target of this 
remark. Because of the small size of the display, judging a shot 
accurately takes a fair amount of work. lack doesn't fall into 
this trap, clearly displaying different power levels (and indicat- 
ing where 50% power is to make life even easier). 

Aiming is a different kettle of fish altogether. As with putting 
you have to select your direction from the top of the screen. It 
works better here than it does for putting because there's less 
accuracy involved, but I would still have preferred to aim from 
the main screen. 



The bar just below the main screen shows the maximum strength of the shot 
(indicated by the red area), 50% of the club's power (the red line) and gradienU 
of 10% (the white lines). Then you've just to stay out of hook and slice country. 

Creating your own course 

For something as complex as a course designer, you might 
expect there to be a pretty informative, friendly manual and 
Accolade hasn't let us down. Each section of the designer is 
clearly described, with every option covered in adequate detail. 
There's also a lot to be gleaned from the How lack Designs a 
Course section, covering a step by step procedure for planning 
out. mapping and designing a real-life course. 

The designer is actually quite simple to use and you can 
create some pretty realistic courses. Planning out hole routes 
and deciding what obstacles to put where is simplicity itself 
and to help you along lack occasionally pops up with a spot of 
advice. Creating objects and drawing a background is some- 
thing else entirely. It's actually going to take a bit of work to 
make anything look as good as what's provided in the first 
place (remember, they're all digitised). My own feeble efforts 



A quick look at the hole so far 
is enough to reveal that a 
couple of corners need 
tightening up and that tree ... 
surely It shouldn't be in the 
water! 



The background could do with 
some work as well. Edit one of 
the existing ones or create your 
own rolling landscapes. You could 
even make your course in the 
middle of a city! 



Maybe you want an object or two? 

Why stick with trees or rocks 
though, why not go the whole hog 
and create your own versions of 
crazy golf. Perhaps a windmill or 
two? 



With everything in place it's finally 
time to head out on to the tee. 
The first hole doesn't look too 
daunting ... oh yes, you put the 
green right in the middle of a 
pond. 
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Before each hole (and at the start of the course) Mr. NicMaus pops up to offer 
a smidgen of advice. Avoid the bunkers, stay away from the water and try to 
reach the green in two. Wise words indeed ... 

included a completely out of scale, transparent sign post with 
No Golfers written in very shaky handwriting and very odd 
looking golf cart that would be best left in the garage. Thankful- 
ly, for those of you with a technological bent, you can import 
objects from other sources (providing they have an LBM or 
PCX extension). So if you have some sort of digitising facility, 
go right ahead. 

It wasn't until I started hammering away at the course 
designer that I realised just how tricky it is to design good 
holes. My first three or four were the usual maximum length 
par five, a very twisty-turny one surround- 
ed by water, a par three that required i 
putter from the tee and a nice 
square that while on paper looked 
fun, did in fact just need a 90° turn 
from the tee and a short chip. After 
that the ideas started to dry up and • . 
I spent most of the time messing 
around with huge cliffs in the middle 
of greens and marvelling at the way I 
could get water to run uphill! I'm sure someone 
out there has a bit more creative talent than I, but I just can't 
help thinking that most people are going to use it to create 
their own crazy golf courses and little else. 

So there you are, a complete review without ever resorting 
to the line par for the course, lack's is a fun product and is by 
no means the worst golf game ever to grace us with its pres- 
ence. Its biggest problem is that MicroProse Golf is just around 
the corner and Links is already the established digitised golf 
game (even if this deserves to be there instead). It's the course 
designer that really makes this worthwhile and I would suggest 





REQUIREMENTS 



Not much is required to run Jack's. 2 Mb of 
hard disk space is all it takes up and you must 
have VGA graphics. Speed is also nice, the minimum 
recommendation being around 1 6-20 Mhz. A sound board 
also helps as the noise from the internal speaker is 
atrocious. 

No low-density disk versions are available in the shops, but 
you can exchange your disks by mail with the included form. 



Hercules jfc 



VGA(i^ [Tandy ^ 




ALTERNATIVELY... 



Links 

us Gold, £40.99 

Technically, Links Is the closest golf game 
to Jack's, thanks to its 256-colour VGA 
digitised graphics. Real-life courses are 
photographed from every conceivable 
angle and the end result (for fast 
machines) is pretty smart. It's also one of 
the most technical when it comes to 
gameplay, allowing you to set up 
everything from how open the club is to 

the position of your feet. Jack scores with its course designer and 
faster screen update, but otherwise there's little to separate the 
two. It's really all down to whether you prefer driving on your 
own courses or chipping on real ones. 
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PGA Tour Golf 



r 



Electronic Arts, £29.99 

Hailed in Its day as the golf game, EA's 
little number is starting to look a little 
pale when compared to the graphical 
extravaganzas of Links and Jack's. But 
before you strike it off the card, just try 
playing it and see what all the fuss is 
about. PGA is possibly the most user-friendly of all the golf games 
on the course and therefore allows even the most inexperienced 
dullard to have an enjoyable (if not particularly impressive) round 
of golf. 

Recently EA released a data disk with three extra courses to try 
and boost its flagging popularity, and on the Amigas and STs 
(where PGA was also critically acclaimed) the recent release of 
MicroProse Golf has overshadowed the American team. It still has 
a large band of supporters though and it still plays a mean game, 
even today. 





Jack Nicklaus's 
Unlimited Golf & 
Course Design + 
Jack Nicklaus's 
Greatest 1 8 Holes of 
Major Championship Golf 

Accolade, £34.99 

The original Jack Nicklaus games were greeted by very mixed 
receptions from a public all too familiar with PGA Tour Golf. That 
hasn't stopped Accolade releasing all manner of data disks, 
supplements and spinoffs (of which the main feature of this review 
is but one) to compliment them and they've slowly begun to build 
quite a following. They're not bad games but they don't have nearly 
enough class or sophistication to stand up to today's course 
leaders. 




MicroProse Golf 

MicroProse, £TBA 

Still under development (see Coming 
Soon in issue 8), Britain's main entry into 
this 'Ryder Cup' of golf games was a very 
impressive number on the 'other' formats 
and looks like being equally good (if not 
better) on the PC. MicroProse Golf has options coming out of its 
ears, from different styles of golf games to tee height, you can set 
everything or anything, making the game as simple or as complex 
as you like. 

The one thing it doesn't have is digitised graphics, spurning the 
256-colour masterpieces for more familiar polygon-based courses. 
This does have the advantage of allowing camera to follow the balls 
in flight (from various angles). 



that anyone with the original Jack Nicklaus course designer 
should upgrade immediately. Everyone else really just has to 
ask themselves whether or not they really want another golf 
game that, when you get down to it, is little different from all 
the others. 



PAUL PRESLEY 



CITIZEN 



DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 

INK JET AND NOTEBOOK ■ ■mllH 1 fclm^^ 



LOW PRICE 9 PIN PRINTER 



ALWAYS A GOOD IDEA 



Silica presents some great 
offers on the award winning 
range of high quality matrix 
printers from Citizen. Each 
Citizen printer is built in the UK 
to exacting standards, ensuring 
superb reliability and output. 
Our confidence in Citizen's 
quality is such that we are 
pleased to include a 2 year 
guarantee with every printer. 
Plus, if you buy a Citizen 
printer (not Inkjet) from us, we 
will give you the Silica Printer 
Starter Kit (worth £29.38), 
FREE OF CHARGE! 



FREE DELIVERY 

Next Day - Anywhere in the UK mainland 

FREE STARTER KIT 

Worth £29.38 - With every Citizen printer 
(excluding inkjet) from Silica. 

2 YEAR WARRANTY 

Silica offer a 2 year warranty (including the 
printer head) with every Citizen printer from Silica. 

WINDOWS 3.0 

Free Windows 3.0 driver. 
Included with the Silica Starter Kit. 

FREE COLOUR KIT 

With every Prodot 9 and Swift 24e printer. 

FREE HELPLINE 

Technical support helpline open during office hours 

MADE IN THE UK 

Citizen printers are manufactured to high standards. 




9 PIN PRINTERS 



24 PIN PRINTER 





CPS 80 COLUMN 

» Citizen Prodot 9 - 9 pin - 80 column 
I 300cps Draft, 60cps NLQ 
I 8K Printer Buffer -h 3 Fonts 

• Parallel Interface 

I Graphics Resolution: 240 x 240dpi 

• Epson and IBM Emulation 

• FREE Colour Kit 

• ^REE Silica Printer Starter Kit 

£189 



AHTEH KIT 

TOTAL VALUE: £255 
SAVING JK 
SILICA PfflCE C18« V* 




1 92 CPS 80 COLUMN 

• Citizen Swift 9 - 9 pin - 80 column 

• 192cps Draft. 48cps NLQ 

• 8K Printer Buffer + 3 Fonts 

• Parallel Interface 

• Graphics Resolution: 240 x 240dpi 

• Epson and IBM Emulation 

• Colour Option available 

• FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 



RRP £239 

SILICA STARTER KI T £25 
TOTAL VALU£: £264 

SAVIN G C75 
SILICA PRICE: £189 



BE13 



■ VtVAT= E222 08 ret PRI 2209 J 




192 CPS 136 COLUMN 

• Citizen Swift 9x ■ 9 pin - 136 column 

• I92cps Draft. 48cps NLQ 

• 8K Printer Buffer + 3 Fonts 

• Parallel Interface 

• Graphics Resolution: 240 x 240dpi 

• Epson and IBM Emulation 

• Colour Option Available 

• FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 



RRP 029 

SILICA STARTER KI T £25 
TOTAL VALUE: £354 

SAVING _C105 
SILICA mCE: £249 



■ V WA T:. £292 56 ret PRI 2309 y 




PRINTER + SOFTWARE + COLOUR 



• Citizen Swift 24e - 24 pin - 80 column 

• 216cps Draft. 72cps LQ 

• 8K Printer Buffer + 6 Fonts 

• Parallel Interface 

• Graphics Resolution: 360 x 360dpi 

• Epson. IBM & NEC P6 Emulation 

• FREE Colour Kit 

• FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 

• FREE Lotus AMI 1.2 Word 
Processor and DTP package 

• FREE Adobe Type Manager VI. 15 
Lotus + Adobe software is fa PC only on 31 ' disk 



RRP £369 

COLOUR KIT £38 

SILICA STARTER KIT £25 

LOTUS AMI 12 WP/DTP PACKAGE ...£95 
ADOBE TYPE MANAGER V1.15 (Fontt) £79 
TOTAL VALUE: £606 
SAVING _E337 
SILICA miCE: £269 




24 PIN PRINTERS 



INKJET PRINTER NOTEBOOK PRINTER 




192 CPS 80 COLUMN 

t Citizen 224 - 24 pin - 80 column 

• 192cps Draft. 64cps LQ 

• 8K Printer Buffer + 4 Fonts 

• Parallel Intertace 

• Graphics Resolution: 360 x 360dpi 

• Epson and IBM Emulation 

• Colour Option Available 

• FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 



£269 

tUCA STARHR KIT £25 
ror>U VALUE: £294 

SAVING C95 
SILICA PftlCE: £199 



" V>VAT= C233 83 ret PRI 2484 J 




192 CPS 136 COLUMN 

• Citizen Swift 24x- 24 pin - 136 column 

• 192cps Draft. 64cps NLQ 

• 8K Printer Buffer + 4 Fonts 

• Parallel Intertace 

• Graphics Resolution: 360 x 360dpi 

• Epson. IBM and NEC P6 Emulation 

• Colour Option Available 

• FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 



RRP £489 

SILICA STARTER KIT £25 
TOTAL VALUE: £514 

SAVING E165 
SILICA PRICE: £349 



" V^-VAT^ C410 08 re( PRI 2574 J 




360 CPS 80 COLUMN 

• Citizen Projet - /n/cyef - 80 column 

• 360cps Draft. 120cps NLQ 

• 50 Nozzle Head - Whisper Quiet 47dB(A) 

• 8K Printer Buffer + 3 Fonts 

• Optional HP Compatible Font cards 

• Parallel Intertace 

• Graphics Resolution: 300x300dpi 

• HP Deskjet plus emulation 



RP £496 

TOTAL VALUE: £496 

SAVING C137 
SILICA PftlCE: £359 



♦VAT= C421 83 ref P 




-i Metre Parallel PnitlTTlillr 
200- Sheets otCooUiMJ ~ 
100 Confriuoits Aooress 
^5 Conli nuQjs Envelopes 



64 CPS 80 COLUMN 



Citizen PN48 Notebook Pnnter 

• Non -impact Printing on Plain Paper 

• 53cps LQ - 4K Buffer + 2 Fonts 

• Rear and Bottom Paper Loading 

• Parallel Interface 

• Graphics Resolution: 360 x 360dpi 

• Epson. IBM. NEC P6 & Citizen EmiMaton 

• Powered From Mains. Battery or Car AdafAor 

• FREE Silica Printer Starter Kit 

RRP £325 

SILICA STARTER KPT £25 

TOTAL VALUE: £350 
SAVING EKM 
SILICA PRICE: £249 

V*VAT= £292 58 rel PRI 2100 y 
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KIT 
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fREE! 



CITIZEN 
AMIGA 
PRINT MANAGER 
WORTH 

ftlMITED PERIOD ONLY) 
The ultima|^pfj 

lor your ' 
enhancei'pr 
drivers for all Citizen printers and 
replaces Amiga's normal pnnter 
preference system ■ printing is 
quicker colours more vibrant, 
graphics less fuzzy. Easy to use. 
Print Manager is supplied with its 
own instruction manual. Mam 
features include: 

Improved Image Smoothing 

Gamma/Colour Correction 

Image Scaling 

Colour Separation 
. Reduces/llliminates Banding 



SHEET FEEDERS 

PftA1200 120O C71M 
PRA 1 21 5 1 240/224«win ^24 018 70 
PRA 1 22« 1 240/224/Swlfl 9/24 £42 00 
SERIAL INTERFACES 

PnA1189l200. C56 45 

PRA 1209 Swift 9/9>/l 240.224 t3225 
PflA 1709 Swill 24/241/246 £26 38 

32K MEMORY EXPN 

PRAt7M 1?4D224SAifl24 C1310 

PRINTER STAND 

£2403 

£30 66 

\ONS 

RIB 3520 1200/Sw<tl 9 Black £291 
RIB 3949 Swift »9>Btacfc £715 
RIB 3924 124[VSwift 24 Black £4 70 

RIB 3336 224/Swift 9^4 Colour £1563 
RIB 3248 PN48 Single Strike £361 
RI63348 PN48Multi Strike £361 

COLOUR Krrs 

PRA 1236 224/Swit19/24/24« £35.25 
PRA 1240 Swift 9x/24« £3525 

PN4a ACCESSORIES 

PRA1148 PN48Bantfy £5170 
PRA 1 155 PN48 Cable btn £TBC 
PRA 1 162 PIII48 Car Adaptor £TBC 
piiCMnc VAT&dekvefy 



( SILICA SYSTEMS OFFER YOU ) 

t FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY: On all hardware orders shipped in the UK mainland, 
f TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPLINE: Team of technical experts at your service. 

• PRICE MATCH: We normally match competitors on a "Same product - Same phce" basis, 
f ESTABLISHED 12 YEARS: Proven track record in professional computer sales. 

t BUSINESS -t- EDUCATION + GOVERNMENT: Volume discounts available 081-308 0888. 
t SHOWROOMS: Demonstration and training facilities at our London & Sidcup branches, 
f THE FULL STOCK RANGE: All of your requirements from one supplier. 

• FREE CATALOGUES: Will be mailed to you with offers and software/peripheral details. 

• PAYMENT: By cash, cheque and all major credit cards. 

Before you decide when to buy your new printer, we suggest you think very carefully about WHERE you 
buy it. Consider what it will be like a few months after you have made your purchase, when you may 
require additional peripherals or software, or help and advice. And, will the company you buy from 
contact you with details of new developments and products? At Silica Systems, we ensure that you will 
have nothing to worry about. We have been established for over 12 years and. with our unrivalled 
experience and expertise, we can now claim to meet our customers' requirements with an 
understanding which is second to none. But don't just take our word for it. Complete and retum the 
coupon now for our latest Free literature and begin to experience the "Silica Systems Service". 



MAIL ORDER: 

Order Lines Open: 



1-4 The Mews. Hatherley Rd. Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX Tel: 081-309 1111 

Mon-Sat 9.00am-6.00pm No Late Nighit Opening Fax No 081-308 0608 



LONDON SHOP: 

Opening Hours: 



52 Tottenham Court Road, London, W1P OBA Tel: 071-580 4000 

Mon-Sat 9.30am-6.00pm No Late Night Opening Fax No 071-323 4737 



LONDON SHOP: 

Opening Hours: 



Selfridges (1st Floor), Oxford Street, London, W1A 1AB Tel: 071-629 1234 

Mon-Sat •9.30am-6.00pm Late Night Thursday until 8pm Extension 3914 



SIDCUP SHOP: 

Opening Hours: 



1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd. Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX Tel: 081-302 8811 

Mon-Sat 9.00am-5.30ptTi Late tslight: Friday until 7pm Fax No 081-309 0017 



Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms: . 



Initials: Surname: 



Address: . 



MAIL ORDER HOTLINE 

081-309 1111 



SILICA 
SYSTEMS 



ITo: Silica Systems, PCRVW-0792-55, 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd. Sidcup. Kent. DA14 4DX ^ 

I 



PLEASE SEND A CITIZEN COLOUR CATALOGUE 



I 
I 

I Tel (Home): Tel (Work): 

I Company Name (if applicable): 

^Vhich computer(s), if any, do you own? 55^^ 

E&OE - Advertised pnces and specilications may change - Please return the coupon lor the latest inlormation. 



Postcode . 



SHARESENSE 

98 Chatsworth Street, Sutton-in-Ashfield, Notts. NG17 4GE TEL (0623) 558057 



( DATABASE ) ( ASSORTED GAMES ) Q 



DBSTEEL * Intreg multi function excellent docs (4) 
FILE EXPRESS * Excellent program (2) 
WAMPUM * Much like DBase 3 (3) 
WYNFIELD * Mouse control Function key help 
PCFILEv5. 1 ♦ Highly rated Database (3) 
PE3 *Photography equpment Database 
PPSI * People, picture and sound Database 
CARDX * Visual Rolodex and Database 
DIFI2 * Database import facility for ASCII Files 
JBASE * Jokes, Gages Database 
KS2I* Kwikstat Statisical Data Analysis (3) 
MAGCAT * Magazine/Catalogue Database 
LM42 * Label Master, Mailing List Database 
MVLIB * Database on over 3(X)0 videos 
NIGHTCLB * Track nightclub members & data 
VTI30 * Video tape library database 
PED205 * Track dog pedigrees & awards 
SUSIE * Complete software library management 

( WORD processors"^ 

CHIWKII \ lmmh! W VSIW > (i u/pios 
GALAXY ^ Good with easy menus 
KWIKRITE * Executive W/Processor 
MUTIFW * Multi-Lingual W/Processor 
MUTIWORD * Popup elcctrinic Thesaurus 
MOREFORM * Custom form designer 
FORMGEN * Another form generator 
FORMFILL * Formgen companion 
BUSFORM * Business forms for Formgen 
SFORM * Yet another form generator 
PCTYPE * Popular Word Processor (4) 
SWORDP * Emulates Word Perfect (4) 
PCBROW * Search, cut, paste & find text (2) 
NOVA * W/Processor with pull-down menus 
WP5TUT * Word Perfect V5 Tutor Easy! 
MUTIEDIT * Very advanced text editor 
WPK * Word Processor for kids 
EXSPELL * Stand alone spell Checker 
MRE * Memory text editor 
BUSLTR * Collecting of over 600 Buss letters 
MAGIC * Black Magic Hypertext W/Pros (3) 
JORI * On-Line Dictionary (20) 
20-20 * Large text W/Proc for Lap-Tops 



C 



SPREADSHEETS 



ASEASYAS * Excellent 123 Package 
QUBECALC * 3D Spreadsheet 
LEARN 1 23 * Lotus 123 Tutorial 
INSTACLAC * Pop-UpSpreadsheet 
JOSSI * Job-Orientated Spreadsheet 
QUBECALC * Highly rated 3-DS/Sheet 
PQLITE * Pro-Cube3-D S/Sheet good reviews 



C 



FINANCE 



BILLPOWER * I imckccping. accounling (3) 
CHECKMATE * Home finance manager 
CASHBOOK * Freeways Best (3) 
FINMRG * Finance manager complete accounts 
PAYROLL * Freeway add on (3)A 



3 



****DISK CATALOGUE**** 
FORWARD 2XIST CLASS STAMPS 
STATING DISK SIZE FOR OUR 
LATEST CATALOGUE WITH 
OVER 15,000 TITLES 
(REFUNDED ON FIRST ORDER) 

***NOTICE*** 
DUE TO THE SIZE OF OUR 
CATALOGUE IF YOU REQUIRE 
THE CATALOGUE ON 360K DISKS 
A HARD DISK IS REQUIRED 



688 ATTACK SUB 
CAPTAIN COMIC 
COMMANDER KEEN 
EGATREK-STAR TREK 
SHOOTING GALLERY 
BLACKJACK 
BASSTOUR Fishing game 
GEMINI K3D Tank battle 
PACKMAN 3D 
EGA ARKNOIDS 
BLOCKOUT Tetris game 
FLYSWAT Space invaders 
KAMIKASI Shoot-em-up 
HDHELL Helicopter sim 
FORD SIMULATOR 
FROGGER 

ENTRAP Ball & bat style 
MARIO Mario-bros style 
NINJA Fight the Ninja 
PC DARTS 

PCPOOL Pool & 8 Ball 
SEA WOLF Submarine Cm 



STARGOOSE 
WIZARD Pinball game 
TRON Light cycles (3) 
WHEEL OF FORTUNE 
XWING Battleship game 
CHESS Turbo very good! 
DOMINOES 
CHECKERS 
SORRY 
MONOPOLY 
MAHJONGG Tile game 
BACKGAMMON 
NOUGHTS & CROSSES 
BLACKJACK CGA 
POKER 

7 CARD STUD POKER 
FI6 Interceptor game 
JETPILOT 

TUNE Name that tune 
PC TENNIS 
TRIVIAL PURSUIT 
GOLF2 Computer golf 



C 



DOS UTILITIES 



PKZI 10 * PK Ware s ZIP archiver the best! 
LHARC * Archiver for LHZ files 
ARJ * New archiver more powerful than PK ZIP 
SHEZ * Dos front end for Pk ZIP 
AUTOMENU * A superb menuing system 
POWERMENU * Brown Bags excellent menu 
ACCESS * Pass word protect your hard drive 
SCAN88 * MacFee's latest virus checker very good 
STD * STD tel no area code locator 
JLOG * Keep track of computer usage 
TUTORDOS * Very good Dos teacher 
ONEPASS * Disk Duplicator 
BENCH * AT Bench markingprogram 
RUBICON * Full feature Desk Top Publisher 
4DOS * Highly acclaimed Dos command add -to 
DSKSPEED * Check floppy disk speed 
HYPERDISK * A very fast disk cache 
EM87 * Co-Processor emulator for the 8087 
CMOS * Save CMOS settings for easy set up VG! 
ADDRAM * Use EMS 4.0 to expand 640k barrier 
EMM4 * Extended memory driver for Above Board 
MM * Memory Master improve your memory table 
1200 * Format a I.2K disk to I.5K 
LIGHT * Speed up your drives 
WORLD * 3D globe rotating in space 
DAZI * Amazing VGA Demo 
FMT * Format multiple drives 
GALLERY * Menu system that uses icons 



ALL PROGRAMS 




EACH 



MINIMUM ORDER 5 PROGRAMS 
POST & PACKING & £1.95 
NO SURCHARGE FOR 3.5" DISKS 
OVERSEAS ORDERS AND £2.95 



WINDOWS 



3 



ICONS ' 3.()()()cvcr\ icon you will cxcrnccci' 

APORIA Windows shell 

ADDPROG * Graphics demo of how to add apro 

ALMANAC * Calendar for windows 

ACTIVE LIFE * Scheduler, Calendat & more 

BIG DESK * Create a largevirtual desktop 

BIORYTHM * Biorythm chart maker 

CASE * Audio cassette inlay card printer 

EZFORM * FormMaster, WYSIWYG forms 

FMCENTRAL * Floppy disk formatter 

FMSOUND * Soundblaster sound driver for windows 

FONTS * 20 of the best hand picked (3) 

(ATM compatible also available in Truetype format 

GIF BMP & Convert GIFs BMFs 

GIF 'ICON * Convert GIFs to ICONS 

GRABIT * Screen grabber 

FPWIN * Fractal paint & design program 

FONTGHY * View and print Windows 3 fonts 

SMARTACC * Accounts package for windows 

METZ UTIL * Phone dialer, memory status, phone book 

.desktop manager, task manager 

WIN-INI * Win.ini file editor 

ICONMAG * Supposedly the best icon manager 

LENORD * Drawing program with many features 

ORGANISE * Sort of Filo Fax for windows 

PARWIN * Genealogy/Family tree charting 

PIFHLP*Pif Helper 

SMITH * Home/Business accounts program 
ZMANGER * Archive manager for windows 
SCR PEACE * Screen Peace screen saver, nice 
WSCAN * MacFee's virus scan for windows 
YOURWAY * Excellent personal info manager 



( WINDOWS GAMES 



AFORCE * Space shoot-em-up 

ATMOID * Asteroid games 

BG6 * Colour backgammon 

BLCEI2 * Block breaker game 

CHOMP * Packman style game 

CHOPTER * Helicopter game 

JEWEL * Jewel thief, steal jewels, avoid guards 

LUNAR * Lunar lander simulation 

KLOTZ * Tetris style game 

LIFE * The game of life 

MAHJONG * Tile game 

MINES * Avoid the minefield, pretty good 

MRMIND * Mastermind game 

PEGGED * Fun peg game 

PUZZLE * Slide puzzle, uses BMP pictures 

SPACEW * Spacewalls shoot-em-up game 

WINCHK * Checkers game 

WINCHS * Windows chess 

WILNHNG * Hangman game 

WINSLOT * Slot machine game 

WINJACK * Fast paced Blackjack card game 

W/WAR * Worm wars centipede style game 

ZONEONE * Risk style game 

YACHT * Yatzee type dice game 



NOTICE 

THIS SHAREWARE IS FOR 
EVALUATION PURPOSES 
ONLY. PAYMENT IS DUE TO 
THE AUTHOR IF FOUND 
USEFUL. 
**** TAKE NOTE **** 
REMEMBER TO INCLUDE 
YOUR NAME ADDRESS AND 
DISK SIZE WHEN 
ORDERING PROGRAMS 



Educational Software 

Over 70 of the best titles from tots to teens! 



WINDOWS 
FONT PACK 

A MOST DETAILED 
PERSONAL SELECTION 
OF UNUSUAL/ELEGANT 
FONTS 
TOTAL OF 100 

(Also available in Truetype form) 



PCX. CLIP-ART 
PACK 

OVER 10MB OF PCX 
FILES SUJITABLE 
FOR MOST STP 
PROGRAMS 



(JAMES PACK A 

SO OF THE BEST 
ARCADE 
GAMES 



SOI NDBLASTKR PACK 

A COLLECTION OF 
UTILS AD ADD-ONS TO 
ENHANCE YOUR SOUND 

BOARD MOD FILES/ 

VOC FILES/SOUNDBLASTER 
DIGEST MAGAZINE/ROL 

PLAYER 
A TOTAL OF OVER 10MB 



GENERAL PACK 

GENEALOGY/DIETING 
COOKING/HEALTH 

QUIT SMOKING/ 
COLLECTING AND 
MANY MANY MORE 
OVER 75 
PROGRAMS 



OUR LATEST 
CATALOGUE IS 
DESPATCHED 
WITH ALL 
ORDERS 



NEW PC USER PACK 

Then this is the pack for you !!! WORD PROCESSOR 

DATABASE/COMMS/GAMES/UTILITIES/ DOS-UTILS/ 
WINDOWS/TUTORIALS/AND MANY MANY 

MORE 

A TOTAL OF 100 PROGRAMS 
SAVE OVER £75 ON NORMAL PRICES 



GIF PACK 

SOME OF THE BEST 
GIF FILES AVAILABLE 
FROM SPACE TO 
SIMPSONS 
OVER 50 PICTURES 
(Complete with viewers & editors) 



BUSINESS STARTER PACK 

If you are running your business and thinking of 
using a Personal Computer then these are the 

programs for you From full 

accounting to invoicing to stock control. All 
you'll ever need in one PD 
package 



WINDOWS PACK 

AN EXCELLENT PACK 
TO ADD ON UTILITIES 

FOR WINDOWS INC 

ICONS/FILEMANGER/ 
FONTS/IMAGE VIEWER 
GAMES 



GAMES PACK B 

50 OF THE BEST 
BOARD & CARD 
GAMES 



GAMES PACK C 
50 OF THE BEST 
ADVENTURE 
GAMES 



GAMES PACK D 

50 OF THE BEST 
ASSORTED 
GAMES 



IF YOU HAVE 
A SPECIAL 

INTEREST LET 

US MAKE UP A 
PACK FOR 
YOU???? 
CALL FOR DETAILS 

(0623) 558057 



DISKS 

3.5 FUJITSU UNBRANDED HIGH DENSITY 

BOXES OF 100 
CERTIFIED ERROR FREE WITH LABELS 



CALL FOR 
AVAILABILITY 



£45.00 



INC P/P 



DIAGNOSTICS/ 
UTILS PACK 

AN IDEAL PACK FOR 
THE MORE EXPERIENCED 

USER INCLUDING 

MEMORY MANGERS/FILE 
MANAGERS/ FORMATERS/ 
SPEED CHECKERS 
A TOTAL OF 50 
PROGRAMS 



MEMORY 



FUJITSU 1MB SIMMS 70NSC 

CALL FOR 
AVAIL- 
ABILITY ^ ^ • \J \J INC P/P 



£25.00 



LUCKY- DIP PACK 

A LITTLE BIT OF 
SOMETHING FOR 
EVERYONE 

100 PROGRAMS 



SAVE ££££££££ ...BUY OUR 
VALU-PACK AT INCREDIBLE 
SAVINGS 

£14.99 

EACH PACK INC P/P 



ALL ORDERS 
ARE SHIPPED 
IN 24HRS 
BY FIRST 
CLASS POST 
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SHARESENSE 

98 Chatsworth Street, Sutton-in-Ashfield, Notts. NG17 4GE TEL (0623) 558057 



In the tennis i 
stakes, Mindscape 
wins, liands 
down. No other 
tennis software 
comes even close, 
whether it's on 
the practice 
court, or in the 
cauldron of the 
Centre Court at 
Wimbledon. 



Your dream... 

To become undisputed World Tennis 
Champion. 

And why not? With Mindscape's 
phenomenal tennis program, nothing lies 
in your path to the top. 

Nothing but hours of practice, 
coaching, exhibition matches, more 
practice and a series of tournaments 
that will drain you of every ounce 
of energy. 

World Tennis Championships will 
take you into the ranks of world tenhls 
as a raw, inexperienced recruit. Ahead 
lies five years of hard, serious gameplay. 

But the reward is, of course, beyond 




■ Design your own player 
ctuiracteristics. 

■ f^rdctice serve, volley, 
groundstrokes, lobs, 
smashes. 

■ Climb up through the 
world rankings, and watch 
your pri/e money grow. 

■ Select any perspective. 

■ Instant video playback 
facility. 

■ Unic^ue polyc^on graphic 
cTKjine simulates strcjkcfjiay 
with uncanny realism. 

■ Supports AdLib, 
Soundblaster and RolancJ 
soundf tircJs. 






Came, set and match to,. 



£34.99 RRP 

IBfVI PC and 
100% compatibles 



ft;1990, 1992 Oistiiul.ve SoUware 
iru. World Tonnis Cfiiimpionships"'' 
1992 Miruls( .ifM- Ififcrti.ilioruil 



MINDSCAPE 



For your local dealer, contact: Mindscape International Ltd, Priority House, Charles Avenue, Burgess Hill, West Sussex RH15 9PQ. 

Tel: 0444 246333. Fax: 0444 248996. 




SOFTWARE REVIEW 



■ Ultima VII: The 
Black Gate 

■ Origin/Mindscape 

■ £39.99 
(0444) 246333/239600 




R 



ather than launch into a detailed look at the whys and 
wherefores of Origin's latest role-playing extravaganza, 
I'm going to tell you about how the ganne has changed 
since our pre-review in Issue 2 and how it plays as a whole. I'll 
also give it a rating as 1 know that's what you have been waiting 
for all these months. 

Unlike Ultima Underworld or Ultima VI, The Black Gate fails 
to surprise. It's really what you'd have been expecting Origin to 
produce and, while in this respect it's perfectly competent, it's 
little more than Ultima VI without the menus. What is nice is 
the way Garriot and co have developed Britannia over the 
years. The town of Britain is now a sprawling city, with sewage 
systems, stone streets and houses, while something like Paws 
(a less developed area) is made primarily of wood, with dirt 
tracks and limited facilities. This kind of detail brings the game 
much closer to the kind of fantasy you get in popular fiction. 

The stories are also much closer to home than before, deal- 
ing with the dissolvement of magic in favour of science (a 
favourite fantasy theme), religious cults, serial killings and 
even drug problems (yes, even in Britannia). 1 wouldn't be sur- 
prised to see cars and pollution problems turning up before 
long. These are. of course, all sub-plots, leading into to the 
main story of the evil guardian attempting to take over the 
land, but they add a certain sense of realism to everything. 

However, and this is where things start to get troublesome. 
Ultima Vll contains a couple of (shock, horror) bugs, some of 
which are relatively harmless, others which make the game 
almost unplayable. Possibly the most harmless of them all is 
the red screen' effect (solved by the rather strange 
method of turning on a few lamp-posts). This seems 
to be an offshoot of the initial red moongate effect 
you get before starting each game, the main colour 
remaining on the screen and washing through to 
affect everything else. 



Ultima Vll: 

The Black Gate 
- review update 




Far more damaging are the mysterious invisible 
thieves' that seem to plague Britannia. At random 



points items from your inventory will go missing from 
your backpack. Keys are a prominent problem here, some- 
times going walkabout within minutes of picking them up. Ori- 
gin has already received a number of calls from the American 
public on these points and offers the response that at certain 
moments in the game. Ultima Vll initiates a 'clean-up routine', 
designed to ensure the player isn't carrying any garbage that 
plays no part in the game. Unfortunately it hasn't quite worked 
the way it was supposed to and will quite happily pluck items 
willy-nilly. There are ways around the problem (putting your 
keys into a container before you rest) and Origin assures us 
later versions of the game won't contain these problems, but 
for those of you who are already suffering, you may want to get 
in touch with Mindscape to see about the possibility of 
exchanging versions. 

Bugs aside. Ultima VII suffers from another problem, the 
same one Underworld suffered from. It is very, very big. almost 
to the point where it puts you off. The earlier success leads to a 
more lavish budget and a more lavish product and while this 
shouldn't be much of a problem. Origin does seem to have 
overstretched itself. Still, if you're into the Ultima series in a 
big way, you're not going to be displeased with this latest 
chapter. It has all the trappings of a good Ultima game, well- 



One QipecX ofUhima Vll that will be familiar with long-term players is the 
conversation interface. In keeping with the rest of the game there's no typing 
involved this time, you still get 'key' words that lead to further information, 
they're just displayed as an ever-increasing menu. 

crafted storylines, easy to use interfaces and bags of excite- 
ment, even if it isn't as accessible as The Savage Empire. 
. I suppose 1 was expecting something completely dif- 

w ferent and while still on a high with Underworld, it's 
1^ ^ going to take something very special to draw me 
away from the 3D spectacular. What might have 
been better would have been to increase the size 
^ of the cities, zoom in for a much closer, more 
>t immediate view and maybe include some real 
,J\/^ urban intrigue. Always using the entire world of Bri- 
tannia for every story becomes a bit tiresome after a 
while and basing stories in certain areas only could really 
help to develop characters and locations. 

The Ultima series has many loyal followers, but 1 would 
suggest some serious thought before you buy Ultima VII. at 
least before it becomes available in a bug-free version. It's a lot 
of money for a product that's been hurried through, and seem- 
ingly unplaytested. 



PAUL PRESLEY 




REQUIREMENTS 



You will need (deep breath) ... 2 1 Mb on 
your hard drive, 56 1 K of RAM, a meg or three 
~ of extra memory and a 386 if you can. The 
graphics are all VGA, a Roland would be astute, and for 
the speech you'll need one of the Sound Blasters to boot. 
Annoying pauses for disk accessing break up the 
atmosphere. 



VQAIj^ [Tandy jj ) 



Hercules j|) [Roland^ [MUbj^ 



76 



The Games Tl 



REVIEWED THIS ISSUE 



SHADOWLANDS 
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lACK NICKLAUS GOLF 




DREADNOUGHTS 




FASCINATION (CD) 




ULTIMA VII 




DARKSEED 




SAVAGE FRONTIER 





THE 
GAMES 
THAT 
GOT 
AWAY 



We would love to be able to reviev 
every game that ends up in our 
postbag, but If we did that PC 
Review would soon turn into an 
expensive doorstop. So we 



KONAMI'S NFL 

Konami, £TBA 

Another American football 
simulation which testifies to 
the growing popularity of 
the sport in this country. It 
offers one or two player 
action with full-play or 
coaching options. As with 
most of the other sims of 
this type around, it covers 
virtually every aspect of the 
game - from training camp, 
where you can customise 
your players and team, 
through the various leagues 
and - hopefully - on to the 
ultimate match, the final of 
the Super Bowl. Brief play- 
testing suggests this is a 
highly detailed and 
comprehensive game which 
compares well with its many 
rivals. 

BARGON ATTACK 

Coktel Vision, £TBA 

Sometimes it seems there is 
more than just the Channel 
separating the French and 
English. Bargon Attack is 
another French game which 
strikes Anglo-Saxon 
sensibilities as odd. 
It appears the mysterious 
Bargons are invading the 
planet by means of 
computer software. As the 
aliens are destroyed on 



screen they cunningly re- 
materialise of earth and 
Paris in particular. Your 
mission is thwart their evil 
plans by going to the planet 
Bargon. 

ETERNAM 

Infogrames, £TBA 

Not strictly a 'game that got 
away' because we will be 
reviewing this French 
product in a future issue. 
But it's worthy of mention 
now because it must be the 
one and only computer 
game ever to feature a 
Tracy. Imagine a world 
where fun parks have been 
taken to the extreme - 
that's earth in the not too 
distant future. The latest 
park is Eternam, which 
covers the entire planet and 
featuring life-sized 
reconstructions of past eras 
in a heady mix of fantasy 
and reality -but a deadly 
secret lurks being the glitz 
and the glamour. Tracy is in 
fact your guide and mentor 
to this fun-packed 
environment and you use 
your wits, skills and 
intuition in order to meet 
and survive the challeneges 
which await in this 
'planetopark'. 
Take it away, Trace. 



A QUICK GLIMPSE ... 



Bargon Attack 



Bargon Attack 



Bargon Attack 



Konami's NFL 



lit Got Away 
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ompromise by reviewing an interesting selection 
rom the software available, not necessarily the 
lest! But to keep everyone happy here's a quick 
ound-down of everything else that should be in the 
hops soon. 



HATEVER HAPPENED TO...? 



J 

If you 've eagerly turned to the review pages 
to check out a game that has been pre- 
viewed and advertised recently only to be 
dismayed by its absence, you'll probably 
find it in our lame excuses' Hall of Fame. 

LURE OF THE TEMPTRESS 
We previewed the game - which we billed 
as 'Britain's entry into the world of graphic 
adventures' - back in issue 7. 




Unfortunately it missed our reviews 
deadline by a matter of days, but Virgin 
Games is confident Lure of the Temptress 
will make it into the software stores by 
mid-|une and we hope to review it in our 
next issue. First impressions indicate this 
will be a very high quality entertainment 
capable of challenging the of the likes of 
US software houses Sierra On-line, 
Dynamix and Lucasfilm. 



PC REVIEW'S BEST BUYS 

This month's PC Review Recommended 
games are Shadowlands and Legend. You'll 
find these titles on specially dedicated racks 
in 100 of the leading software stores around 
the country. Set up in conjunction with 
Centresoft, the PC Review Recommended 
scheme helps you to make the right choice 
when it comes to buying your games. 
Games that have received the PC Review 
Recommended accolade are: 

ULTIMA UNDERWORLD 
DUNE 

THUNDERHAWK 

STAR TREK: 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

HEIMDALL 

ANOTHER WORLD 

SHAREWARE 

For those of you on a tighter budget than 



✓ 



our recommended list 
allows, you could always 
check out the PC Review 
Shareware section starting 
on page 123. Covering 
everything from games to personal 
organisers, the Shareware section is your 
indispensable guide. 



% 

o 



(onami's NFL 



Eternam 



Eternam 



Eternam 



QED 



Continuing our ever-expanding tips section, this month 
we bring you the first part of a complete guide to 
Heimdall, a run-through of Star Trek: 25th Anniversary 
and the final part (hurrah!) of our Gods guide. Plus all 
the usual cheats, tips and helpful hints. 



HEIJV 





two trolls sitting around a fire. You walk 
in and have your first fight experience. If 
you lull both of them, you find that one 
has a key on him to open door at other end 




the other has a bag of powder. SprinMe 
^is over the gap to reveal the bridge, then 
go over and get the scroll. 



Core Design's 
mythological 
tale of Norse 
warriors and 
ancient gods is 
proving to be 
too much of a 
challenge for 
most. Thanks 
to the 
programmers 
themselves, 
we can now 
bring you a 
monthly guide 
to each of the 
main islands In 
the game. 



Staircase to surface 



Nothin 
g on 

top of 
the 



1 Entrance 










Room A 



OALL 



...... 







The game starts at point A. Three pits 
block the way. In front of you are six 
switches, each activated by being stood on. 
Each activates or deactivates a 
combination of pits: 

Switch A = #l off. #3 on 
Switch B = #1 on, #2 on, #3 on 
Switch C = #1 off, #2 on, #3 on 
Switch D = #l on, #3 off 
Switch E = #1 on, #2 off. #3 on 
Switch F = #3 off 







SL 



V 














poor D is locked and needs key K to unlock it 
Q There are two possible spells to collect - X and Y. 

X = Descension 
Y = Useless 




0 



SWI = Deactivates pit P 
SW2 = Activates pit P 
SL = Unobtainable scroll (red herring) 



Random monsters inhabit this region. Enter the 
fTn^r room and find jewel J on the platform surround- 
ed by pits and pathways. The only way to get it is to 
cast spell X. Spell Y will destroy the jewel. 



Switches A to F 
(from top to 
bottom) 




Next month well bring 
you islands 3 and 4. 





Twilight 2000 

North Humberside is renowned the 
world over for breeding some of 
the toughest post-apocalypse free- 
dom fighters. Neil Thomson offers these 
tips for saving the day in Paragon's RPG: 
Firstly, it is important to select a good 
platoon from your squad. The default 
squad works fine and it is inadvisable to 
create your own as essential skills may well 
be missing. 

Always save the game at regular 
intervals because the language skills of your 
characters are vital and for this reason you 
cannot afford to lose any of them. You 
need to communicate with NPCs on every 
mission. If you can't understand them the 
game comes to a frustrating end. 

Combat can be made a doddle by select- 
ing Nick, Terri and FJ for each mission. 
When hostilities commence, use Nick and 
Terri as normal but when asked to select 
an action for FJ, order him to flee. Then 
immediately restart combat and repeat this 
until all the enemy are dead. They will not 
get a chance to fire at you so you are invin- 
cible-kill at will! 

It is vital to collect all the supplies you 
can but you are limited by the amount your 
characters can carry. This problem can be 
solved by positioning your character 
directly in front of and facing the object 
you wish to take and instead of selecting 
the pick up icon, select the inventory 
option. On the ground will appear the 
objects you wish to take and now you can 
pick them up manually and place them into 
the inventory of your characters. This way 
you can carry as much as you like. 



Wing Commander 2 

F 



ollowing on from last month's cheat mode, someone going by the fancy 
'monicker of Capt. Ghost Rider offers these titbits: 



• When engaging multiple fighters and you have no wingmen, lock-on to the 
closest fighter and concentrate on him alone. If he runs away from you and doesn't 
change direction, don't follow him. Lock-on to another ship (he'll be back) 
otherwise the bogeys will get on your tail and do significant damage. 

• When fighting heavy fighters, lock-on to the first oncoming target at about 
7500km, fire a Friend Or Foe missile so that it hits him at about 5000km. Then fire 

a gun barrage. If he survives, at 2000km fire 
a Dumb Fire missile. He won't escape. 

• When fighting a capital ship's escort, 
try to draw them away from the capital ship 
otherwise the massive firepower will 
weaken your shields and make you too 
vulnerable. 

• Never follow a heavy fighter's tail. 
Their turret guns will do some serious dam- 
age to your ship. 

• When fighting Jazz use all your missiles 
on him and he shouldn't survive. Never use the rear turret against him, he's way 
too fast (this also applies to Prince Thrakkath). 

• Prince Thrakkath has four missiles (very accurate ones too) so try to use the 
two chaff pods followed by afterburners to evade them. Keep an eye on him 
though, he's tricky and will try to attack you while you perform the evasive 
manoeuvres. 

• You don't need to destroy the starbase to win the game, just destroy Trakk 
and the five Drakkay. 

We were going to send a prize to the Capt. but he forgot to include his address 
(and real name) with his letter. Can the real Capt. Ghost Rider please get back in 
touch with us (and just to prove it's really you, please include your signature and 
your kills/mission ratio as proof). A piece of software is waiting! 




It took me 66 missions to finish the 
game and the final mission is always an 
attack by Czarny on Krakow so beware! 



Space Ace 

Thanks to D Watson of Bolton, all you 
desperate Dexters out there can now 
battle through to the end of 
Readysoft's cartoon caper. You'll still have to 
get the timing right yourselves but at least 
you know which way to go: 



Scene 1 


Left, right, down 


Scene 2 


Down, up 


Scene 3 


Up 


Scene 4 


Right, right 


Scene 5 


Right after the 


Basher has come 


down once, then up 


Scene 6 


Fire 


Scene 7 


Down, right 


Scene 8 


Down, left 


Scene 9 


Fire 


Scene 10 


Up 


Scene 1 1 


Up 


Scene 1 2 


Right 


Scene 13 


Up 


Scene 14 


Right 


Scene 15 


Left 


Scene 16 


Left 



Scene 17 


Right 


Scene 18 


Up 


Scene 19 


Fire, right 


Scene 20 


Fire 


Scene 2 1 


Fire, right 


Scene 22 


Fire, down (quicl<ly!) 


Scene 23 


Fire 


Scene 24 


Up, down 


Scene 25 


Left, down 


Scene 26 


Up, left 


Scene 27 


Up 


Scene 28 


Right 


Scene 29 


Right 


Scene 30 


Left 


Scene 3 1 


Right 


Scene 32 


Left, right 




Links 

"Hi 



iere is the ultimate cheat," says 
Michael Hurt of Surrey. "You 
will now be able to play a 
round of golf on any of the Links courses 
and only take two strokes per hole. 

"Once the game has loaded and you're 
on the tee, select the drop option. You will 
then be presented with three choices: 

Hit from this position, select another 
position or back up 50ft. 

Choose select another position, then 
move the cursor as near to the green as 
you can. Repeat this procedure until you 
are a few inches from the hole. Select hit 
from this position and play your shot. The 
flag will still be in place, but you will still be 
able to make the putt. Remember to select 
the putter before you take the shot. 

"You can also use this cheat if you're 
unfortunate enough to play your shot into 
the water. Select drop from the menu and 
follow the same procedure to the hole. 
You will of course still be penalised for the 
water fault but at least you won't have to 
take any more shots to get to the hole." 

This is all very well, Mr Hurt, but I 
always thought the cornerstone of golf was 
honesty and fair play? Still, I guess we can't 
all be Nick Faldos. A prize is on its way to 
you (probably PGA Tour Golf to stop you 
cheating). 



review \ 



REQUESTED 



After last month's expanded Help Wanted! page (the 
replies to which we're still sorting through — look out for 
them next month) we're back to our regular half page size. 
Our first query might look a little bit familiar as it was origi- 
nally printed last month, but without the map that went 
with it. So in order to help A Ranade of St. Albans with his 
dungeoneering dilemma look below. 

EYE OF THE BEHOLDER 2 

A Ranade of St. Albans is stuck on this section of level four. 

He can't find 



Stairs to level 3 




? ~ Inaccessible 



any useful 
keys, can't 
rest his party 
and doesn't 
know what 
the button on 
the wall 
does. 

Also stuck in 
Darkmoon is 
Paul Ovey of 
Tewkesbury. 
He wants to 
know how to 
open the 
door in the 
room with all 
the pressure 
pads on level 
4 and where 
the second 
Darkmoon 
key is. 



MONKEY ISLAND 2 

Brent Phillips is only 1 1 (aah! ) and is having trouble winning 
the spitting contest, working out what to do with the organ 
and opening the trap door on Phatt Island. Help the young 
scallywag out (forgive me for being patronising about your 
age. Brent, but it usually helps to bring a speedy reply) ! 

CORPORATION 

A man with more than his fair share of space-related 
problems is Daniel Halford of Colchester. Firstly, he's been 
walking around on level three (the ground floor and security 
access level 2) when the screen suddenly fades to black and 
the message "You have been incarcerated" appears over and 
over again. Secondly, he doesn't know what several objects 
do, the ones with the word Holo and the letters B or C after it. 
That's life, huh? 

MEGAFORTRESS 

We don't get many queries for flight simulators but it's the 
Flight Of The Old Dog mission that's causing problems for | A 
Kaye of Sleaford. He can't perform a sleight of hand' over 
Seattle and would appreciate any help. 

SPIRIT OF EXCALIBUR 

it's been a hard day's knight for Mr P Beckett of Great 
Yarmouth with Virgin's historical romp. He can't find Lancelot 
Du Lac in episode 2. Have you seen this man? He was last 
seen in the vicinity of the Round Table in Camelot and Mr 
Beckett would like him to help with his enquiries. 

DRAKKHEN 

Peter Brown of Poynton in Cheshire would like to know what 
to do with all the tears he's been collecting. I suggested 
making a cocktail but it didn't go down at all well (neither did 
the drink come to that). 



SUPPLIED 



COUNTDOWN - Paul Freeman. Plymouth 
To get out of the torture room, writes Tom Ranheim from Nor- 
way, you simply move the second bottom brick on the left of 
Hakeem Ababash, revealing a secret door. Before you leave 
the room you must read the newspaper, move the sack, get 
the postcard, the blueprint, the rod and the bag. If you use 
the CAD to analyse the postcard you'll find a micro-dot. 

KING'S QUEST III - lane Eaglen, St. Albans 
According to Daniel Robson of Stoke Newington, the best way 
to get past the path is to go into the first cave (after you've 
climbed down the cliff). When you come out, set the game to 
the slowest speed and go right to the very left of the ledge. 
Walk into the cliff and you'll start climbing. Climb down to the 
right hand side and go into the next cave. Climb up the next 
cliff and go right on to a ledge and into another cave. This will 
put you at the bottom of the screen. 



SORCERERS GET ALL THE GIRLS - Lawrence Harper. 
Redhill 

Nigel Polhill of Ealing is the man to thank for getting Mr Harp- 
er out of the maze. Ouoteth he: The letters in the maze spell 
THIS WAY OUT. Trace your way through it in this order, 
starting with T then H and so on. The full sequence is — SE, S, 
E, E, SW, W, S, W, W. This will get you to the meeting room 
where you will find something to help you retrieve the 
surfboard. Then just retrace your steps. 

THE ADVENTURES OF WILLY BEAMISH - Matthew Lynd. 
Godalming 

Of the 4,082 replies we had to this problem, Claire Davis of 
Birmingham was the one picked out of the bag. After the baby 
sitter turns into a bat, go upstairs into Brianna's bedroom. 
There is a cat on the red chair with a mouse in its paws. Get 
the mouse and go back downstairs and behind the sofa. 
Throw the mouse on to the table and the bat should land on 
it. Shoot at the bat a few times to kill it. 



PC Review is novy offering a free piece of software to everyone who gets a tip printed on this page. If you've any 
helpful advice, discovered any cheat modes or are just an all-round know it all, then send your tips to: QED 
TIPS, PC Review, EMAP Images, 30-32 Farringdon Lane, London, EC I R 3AU. Don't forget to mark your 
envelope QED TIPS as weVe having an awful time trying to sort out what's what in the postbag. Also, specify what 
kind of game you'd like (although we can't send out any specific requests, sorry. Just tell us the genre please), along 
with what type of machine you have, what type of disk drives you have (including CD-ROM!) and any games you 
really don't want. 
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HE] STAR TREK: 2 



Space ... the final frontier. These are the voyages of the starship Enterprise, its continuinA 
mission to explore strange new worlds, to seek out new life and new civilisations. Ttl 

boldly go where no man has gone befonfi 




Captain's Log, Stardate 4731.8: The 
Enterprise has been sent to Pollux V to 
investigate reports of... demon attacks. I 
have consulted Mr Speck as to the cause 
of such reports, but aside from relating 

the ship's computer records on 
demonology, he's come up empty. As 
always I remain sceptical as to the nature 
of such demons, but must bear in mind the 
prime directive when dealing with the 
planet's inhabitants. 



4^ v*« 

Having spoken with the High Prelate 
Robert Angiven, I have beamed down to 
the surface with Mr Speck, Or AlcCey and 
Security Ensign Everts. After going through 
the usual formalities. High Prelate Angiven 
has asked us to investigate the caves to the 
north. Bones suggested we talk to some of 

the colonists inside the complex first. 
Agreemg with him we discovered that one 
of them was fatally ill. Only some berries 
found near the caves will provide the cure. 



Speck suggested that our most logical 
course of action was to check out the 
caves for ourselves. We'd barely reached 
the entrance when the so-called demons 
attacked. We returned fire and managed 
to disable these Klingon robots. During the 
firefight a hand came loose from one of 
the robots. Spock suggests keeping the 
damaged limb for later analysis. In the 
meantime we are about to explore the 
cave entrance to the north. 




Proceeding to the cave entrance. Bom 
managed to find some of the berria ena 
needed for the colonist's cure. We've to r< 
them back to the laboratory next to (f lastt 
colonists complex and used the moleu onl 
synthesiser to produce the medicine. Aj Bei 
applying the cure to Brother Chub, Sp( op 
performed surgery on the robot hone obo 
Questioning the colonist about the ph the 
he's offered to let me take a few pec 
'seuveniers' in case they come in hone 



HIJACKED 




Captain's Log, Stardate 4842. S: Starfleet 
reports that the USS Masada has been 
attacked and hijacked by a band of Elasi 
pirates. The Enterprise has been sent to 
rescue the crew, apprehend the criminals 
and bring the whole situation to a paceful 

close. After arriving in the Masada's 
reported vicinity we were attacked by an 
Elasi fighter but managed to drive it off 
before it could do any serious harm. Seems 
like the pirates want to keep their booty. 




Our first step is to find a way on board the 

Masada, not an easy task as beaming 
aboard is prevented thanks to her shields 

being raised. If Mr Spock can find the 
Masada's prefix code from the computer 
files, Mr Sulu could lower the shields from 

here just long enough for myself and a 
security team to beam over. We could also 
just open fire on the bridge but the pirates 
would be bound to kill the hostages before 
we'd get close to rescuing them. 




I decided to beam aboard quietly and 
we've arrived in the Masada's transporter 
room to find it completely wrecked. Bones 
has revived the injured transporter chief, 
who in return has given us a Runcinate 
Transmogrifier, a device which Spock can 
use to temporarily repair the transporter 
beam. With this working we could set up a 

short distance beam on to the bridge of 
the Masada and surprise the Elasi, forcing 
a surrender. 



spock needs to find some more materk Ent 
to repair the transporters so we've moc coup 
our way into the corridor to scovenge phc 
wires and tools. Amongst the debris we ,ratt 
found wires, rods and a phaser welder he c 
Combining my own phaser with the welt he c 
applied enough power to shape the me oml 
rods into a suitable 'bit' for the les t 
transmogrifier. Spock attempted to fix op a 
wires to the transporter but found h trapi 
needs yet more. tha 



LOUE'S LABOR 
JEOPARDIZED 




Captain's Log, Stardate 4926.1: Space 
Station Ark-J has failed to communicate 
with Starfleet for several months so the 
Enterprise has been ordered to find out 
what's going on and help with any repairs 
thot moy need attending to. Upon 
reaching the Ark-7 system however, we 
we're been attacked by a Romulan 
warbird. I get the strange feeling that this 
is'nt going to be a simple case of 
communication malfunction. 





One Romulan down, several more to go. 

We've reached the space station only to 

find it under siege from another warbird. 

The ship's captain, Romulan Centurion 
Preax, has threatened to destroy the 

complex claiming it to be some kind of 
germ warfare plant. Dr Carol Marcus, the 

station's chief scientist, has always been 
firmly opposed to the military and I can't 

see this being true. I'm beaming aboard 
with Spock, McCoy and Lt Ferris. 




The station's bridge has been deserted, ] 
allowing Spock and Bones to rifle through ^ 

the computer database. With the 
Romulans holding the lower levels, it might] 
be worthwhile finding a way to knock i 
them out. Bones has also discovered that a{ 
rare virus has infected the station's air \ 
supply and is affecting Spock. Finding a ] 
cure for this disease is now my number one . 
priority and Bones suggests exploring the \ 
rest of the complex. i 




The science lab to the north revealed treati 
method for creating gases and liquids aiydro 
an anti-gravity unit to carry the cannistnow i 
The engine room turned up a very usef trogt 
spanner, a canister of nitrogen and some vit 
insulation which can be used to make \>c rep 
cure. Using the insulation on the distillccure. 
in the science lab we created an amouand f 
of polyberylcarbonate. We also found mes 
sample of the virus in the freezer unit re. N 
We're heading back to the science lal is co 



k 



TH ANNIVERSARY 

d these are the voyages of the starship QED, its continuing mission to bring solutions to 
|e toughest of games. What follows are extracts from the log of Captain James T Kirk 
iom the period that has become known as the 25th Anniversary missions. 





Heading back for the caves we 
ountered a large doorway blocked by 
jcks. Working from the top down I 
:ed away with my phaser revealing not 
ly the door, but a wounded colonist. 
jnes is giving him aid while I work on 
iening this door with the help of the 
ot's hand. The small panel is similar to 
?door panels on the Enterprise and if 
ck'j theory is correct, the robot's hand 
should operate it. 




■Mtering the Masada's brig we took a 
)up/e of Elasi guards by surprise. With 
chasers on stun we've eliminated the 
fltes and are working on a way to free 
ie crew. Unfortunately the controls to 
e cell have been rigged to a local area 
mb which is set to detonate if anyone 
e$ to disable the forcefield. One wrong 
?p and we might kill all of the Masada's 
rapped crew, it Christensen mentions 
that he's been trained in explosives. 





Spock suggests that this strange workshop 
is some kind of alien life-support system. 

I've discovered that one of the alien 
artifacts fits into a slot like a key but even 
Spock doesn't have enough strength to 
turn it. Also, if, as Spock suggests, this 
computer is linked to the eclipsing of 
Pollux's moon and if that diagram is 
anything to go by, I would guess that these 
controls need to be centred for the 
machine to activate. 




Christensen was able to remove the wiring 

connecting the bomb to the controls. 
Takmg both items we've released the crew 
who will stay here to guard the stunned 
pirates. One of the crew informed us of a 
forcefield that's surrounding the bridge, as 
well as the correct way to dismantle it. I'm 
working on that right now thanks to the 
Phaser welder. With this forcefield still in 
place we'll never be able to beam on 
board. 




Creating some water with the oxygen and 
hydrogen tanks on the synthesiser, we've 
now replaced the oxygen tank with the 
itrogen to create some ammonia. Taking 
he virus sample, we're attempting to use 
ie reproducer in the other room to create 
I cure. Adding the ammonia to the nozzle 
and putting the virus into the chamber 
]ones managed to create a sample of the 
jre. Not enough to treat anyone with but 
e is confident he can quickly create more. 



We're almost there! Putting the cure j 
sample into the synthesiser and using the ^ 
Hydrogen and Nitrogen tanks has 
produced enough of the cure to affect \ 
Spock and the Romulans. Now for the ' 
Romulans. Using the polyberylcarbonate in 
the synthesiser with hydrogen and oxygen 
tanks has produced a quantity of TLTDH 
the Romulan laughing gas. Putting this [ 
through the air vent in the engine room i 
has knocked out the guards downstairs. ^ 




The diagram was correct and having 
applied power to the computer systems, 
we managed to wake an alien life form 
from its millennia of sleep. I've greeted this 

new race in the name of the Federation 
and he has managed to turn the key in the 

lock, thereby deactivating the robotic 
defence systems. With an invitation to join 

the Federation and a promise to 
compensate the colonists, the away team 
has beamed back aboard the Enterprise. 




Returning to the transporter room, Spock 
has managed to fix up the short distance 

beam to the bridge. Despite McCoy's 
reservations we've arrived on the bridge 
and ordered the Elasi to surrender. Having 
been taken completely by surprise they've 
realised there's no escape and Cereth, the 
pirate leader, has ordered his men to 
comply. Having lowered the shields, Mr 
Scott has been able to beam over a 
security team and take us back. 




Bones evaluation of the Romulans reveals 
that they are generally okay but are 
severely dehydrated. Creating plenty of 
water with the synthesiser and the 
Hydrogen and Oxygen tanks and using the 
cure to save the Romulans, Bones suggests 
letting them drink enough to survive. 
Personally I'm more concerned about 
freeing Carol from her private lab to the 
north. Luckily the Romulan in there has 
been knocked out too. 




Captain's Log, Supplemental: Starfleet 
were pleased with the successful outcome 
of the mission and the safe return of the 
away team. Pollux V tought us something 

about human nature and I guess we all 
have demons of our own to encounter. For 
the colonists it was a fear of the unknown, 

for me it's what the future holds for the 
human race, for Spock it's coming to terms 
with his human 'failings' and for Bones ... 

it's that damned green-blooded Vulcan! 




Captain's Log, Supplemental: With the 
Elasi under custody and preparing to serve 

a long sentance for kidnapping, murder, 
pirating and numerous other offences (and 

the grateful appreciation of Starfleet 
received), the Enterprise is preparing to set 
course for our next destination. Imagine 
trying to take over a Federation starship. 
Although we never learned their reasons, 
I've no doubt we'll be hearing from the 
Elasi before too long. 




Captain's Log, Supplemental: Due to our 

honourable actions in rescuing the 
Romulans as well as the station's staff, and 

thanks to Carol's explanation of the 
accident with the virus culture. Centurion 
Preax has awarded me the Romulan medal 
of honour. If this doesn't ease our 
negotiations for galactic peace then 
nothing will. I'm just glad to have played 
my part. Mr Scott is preparing to beam us 
back onto the Enterprise. 



s 
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It's been one mighty long journey 
but we've finally made it to the 
fourth level of the Bitmaps' 
legendary Gods. Before you 
embark upon the last few steps 
between here and immortality, 
we'd just like to thank everyone at 
Renegade/Bitmap for all the help 
they've given us in bringing these 
maps and tips to you. 

Level 4 

World I 

Make your way to the top of the room and 
destroy the block that the door key is 
resting on. 

Collect the key and pull lever 2. Go through 
the door. 

Drop down through the opening above the 
trap. A moving block will appear and save you 
from falling on the spike. 

Go through the door on the right, jump 
across on to the ladder and climb down. 

Destroy the blocks to your left then pull lever 
4. Use the zap to kill the monsters then climb 
back up the ladder to get the room key. 

Go down to lever 5 and pull it to enter the 
trap room. 

Quickly jump up to your left and pull lever 6. 
This stops the moving block from knocking the 
world key into the traps. If it does you will need 
to get use the trap key to get the bomb to 
destroy them. 

Exit the room and then make your way up to 
the world end by lever 1 1 . 

Hidden puzzles 

I. To find a gold treasure chest. 

Use the trap key from the trap room to move 
block 2 and go down into the pit. There is a 
gold treasure chest here. You will be also find 
another trap key to move block 3. 

The Shop 

Buy maces, fireballs, hunters, power potions. 




I! ^ 




World 2 

In world 2 you must collect the three 
alchemical implements and return them to 
the alchemists room. Go right, down the stairs 
and jump on to the breakable blocks. 
Walk right and be careful not to release the 



trapped monsters. 

Down the ladder and collect the gold bowl. 

Enter the room by lever 7. 

Go lever 9 to blow up the trap. Collect the 
alien attract potion on the way. 

Pull lever 8 to trigger the thief who will be 
carrying the pestle and mortar. 

Go to lever 10 drop the potion to attract the 
thief. 

Kill thief and take the mortar. 
Pull lever 6, go left and pull lever I I and drop 
down. 

Go to the bottom of the 
map and collect the 
door key from 
behind the 
breakable blocks. 

Back to lever 
12, pull, enter 
room and collect 
the lamp. 

Pull lever 1 3 
to reveal a 
trap key to 
move 
block 2. 

Enter 
the alchemist's 
room collect the 
world key and 
exit the door 
to the right. 





reviewX 85 



Level 4 



Boss Room 




Hidden puzzles 

I . To enter the bonus section. 

There is a bonus section which can be 
entered by collecting the room key from the 
section above the first door and pulling lever I 
once collected. 

2. To find a free familiar. 

Collect the oil lamp from the bonus section 
and pull lever 4 to get a familiar. 

World 3 

In this world you simply need to find and 
collect the world key. 

Go left and kill the dog which appears at the 
bottom of the first ladder to reveal a spear. You 
will need to be carrying this when you pull lever 
I to move block I . Reset lever I and go 
through the door to the left. 

Go right and down the ladder. 




Pull lever 2, then 3 and through the door to 
the right. 

Go to lever 7 and pull it. 

Return to lever 4 and go back through the 
door. 

Collect the world key and go up the ladder. 
This takes you back to the left of lever 2. 
Make your way to lever 8, pull it to enter the 
final guardian's room. 

Hidden puzzles 

I . To get the treasure key. 

When you get to lever I , don't kill the thief 
and he will bring you the treasure room key. 
You will find the treasure room by dropping 
down the trap door by lever 7 and going 
through the door at the bottom of the pit. 

2. To get the axes. 

To move block 2 and get the axes you need 
to do the following. 

You need to get the thief to get the mace 
from above levers 5, 6 and 7. 

Pull lever 7 to open the trap door. 

Pull lever 6 to move block 3 to knock the trap 
key into the pit below. 

Reset lever 7 to close the trap door. 

Pull lever 5 to open the trap door by the thief. 



Wait for thief to collect the mace and come 
down to you. 

Kill thief, then collect mace. 

Pull lever 7 to open trap door and collect the 
trap key. 

You will now be able to move block 2 and use 
the mace to break the blocks to allow the axes 
to be dropped. This will make it far easier to kill 
the final guardian. 




The Gravis P.C. MouseStick® 

ONLY FROM R C SIMULATIONS 



Light Years Ahead ! 



High degree of accuracy Performance is far superior 
P.C. Format February '92 



Noticeably more accurate than the best 
ordinary joystick. The Gravis mousestick 
is designed to last, with proven optical 
solid state technotogy which will not 
degrade with hard use. 
The Mousestick is a fully featured three 
button bus mouse with 1200 line count 
resolutk>n. Designed to use minimal desk 
space, the Mousestick has full joystick 
emulatk>n. There is a pleasure in owning 
the BEST and the VERY BEST is the 
Gravis Mousestick. We know that the 
Gravis Mousestick cannot be beaten for 
performance. Therefore we say the 
folk)wing : Order your Gravis Mousestick 
NOW and if you are not genuinely 
satisfied that it is die best controller for 
games and simulations retum it to us within ten days and we will refund your money. 

Auto Calibrating. 

Foam Padded Handle with Adjustable Tension. 
Cok>ur Matched to your PC. 
Three Quarter Card including game port. 
One years guarantee. 
Full Technical Support. 
Only £89.95 inc P&P. 
Mac.. ST & Amiga version also available. 

NEW SUBLOGIC British scenery disk set compatible with atp & flight sIm 4. featuring 
accurate British scenery on 3 disks. PLUS new Californian game. 
RING NOW....for price and availability. 

Unit 1b Beehive Trading Estate 
Crews Hole Road, St. Gearge. Bristol BS5 SAY 

Tel: (0272) 550900 
Fax: (0272) 411 052 




Phone 081 977 8088 Fax 081 977 4822 

Mail Order and Overseas orders welcome. 
28 D&E Trie Courtyard, High Street. 
Hampton Hill, Middx. "rwi2 IPD. 

WS/r out SHOP or send £2.50 for 
Our New 8th Edition CATALOGUE. 




DREHlNOUGlTiS 



From Peter Turcan 

Dreadnoughts. . .(Game) £3 1 .99 

Ironclad Scenarios 1894-1916 £16.99 

Bismarck Scenarios.... WW2 £16.99 

HARPpOlV S^^ec^i 

Battlesets 1&2 IBM £35.99 
Harpoon BATTLEBOOK (300+ pages) £ 16.99 
Battleset #2 "North Atlantic Convoys" £22.99 import 

^Battleset #3 "The Med Conflict" £14.99 

Battleset #4 "Indian Ocean" £14.99 

Scenario Editor £19.99 



New Harpoon Designers Battleset Due Soon Call 





Pept PCF, 3 OAKLEA COURl; RHYL, CLWYD, LL18 4NP TEL: 0745 33« 



338094 



•Free Catalogue on request 'Same day dispatch on orders 'Free advice on all computer matt 
5.25 Disks £1 .60, 3.5 Disks £1 .90 Payment by Cheque or Credit Card (Telephone orders accept 
SPECIAL OFFER PACKS OF 10 IBM DISKS 5.25 @ £12, 3.5 @ £14.00 
Hundreds of other disks available for IBM, Atari ST, and Apple Mac. 
Shareware is not free, please register if you find the program useful 



Wins Games Pack 

Pack of 10 Disks with 35+ Gannes 
inc, Chess, Backsammon, Xword, 
Checkers, Cubic, Hextrix, Brick, 
WinPoker, Gravity, Monopoly, 

Taipei, etc 



Win 3 Music Pack 

Boxplot, Cassette Caselmer, Guitar 
Scales, FM (Adhb & Soundblaser 
Edit(, WinPlay, Win Music, MVP-Keys, 
Music collection Pros, Sounder with 
Samples, Toolbook Pro9s 



Win 3 Graphics Pack 

PaintShop, 2,000 Icons (2D), 
IconDraw, BMP Mono Clip Art 
(4D), Screen Capture, Calendar 
for Corel Draw, GCP, Icon 

AAanaser, Gif21con, WinFern 



MUSIC AND MIDI PACK 

Midi Misc Set of 3 Disks (too 
many progs to list) Piarx)man, 
Pianoman Music (2D), Composer, 
Speaker Device Driver, Music 
Blocks, Music Librarian 


COA (5am« Pack 

10 disk set of 40 Games inc , Par 
Pitfall, Qbert, Frogger, Mahjon 
Galaxy, Life, Centipede, Joirv 
Dragons, Paratrooper, Space 
Commander, etc, etc 


VGA Graohics Pack 

VGA Paint, VGA Cad, Desktop 
Paint, SPIot, VGA Demos (2D), 
VGA Games (4D) - Mahjong, 
Bananoid, Shooting Gallery, VGA 
Jigsaw 


EGA/VGA Games Pari 

Captain comic, EGA Trek, Pir 
Commander Keen, Dark Ac 
Othello, Moraffs Blast, Curr 
Football, Mahjong, Dalon 
Depths, Space Flees, et 


Art * Graphics Pack 

City Desk, Letterhead, PC Illustrator 
Mapmaker, DanCad, Draft Choice, 
Free Press, Painters Apprentice, 
Optics, Graphics Work Station 


AdytLfack 

10 Disks of Miscellar^ous 
Programs for the over 18's o- 
Mixture of Pinups, Animatio 
and Adult Games 



& 

SOUNDBLASTER 
SOUND & MUSIC FILES 



SOUND CARDS 

MEDIA SOUND CARD * £69.( 
SOUNDBLASTER PACK * El 34.5 

SOUNDBLASTER PRO CI 99.1 

• INCLUDES STEREO SPEAKERS 
2 FREE SOUNDFILE DISKS WITH ALL OAF 
BLANK DISKETTES (BOXED 1( 
5.25" 3.5" 
DSDD £2.95 DSDD C4.8Q 
DSHD £4.95 DSHD £7.95 

Realise the music potential of your ADLIB, SOUNDBLASTERi 
compatible sound card with hundreds of sound files to playi 
your leisure, includes ROCK, SIXTIES and POP, E.T.C 

Over 100 music & sound files on each DISK inc JUKEBOX & Rol player 

CHEQUES & POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE T 
MICRObase DIRECTORY SERVICES LIMITE 
94 BENNETT AVENUE, ELMSWELL, BURYS 
EDMUNDS SUFFOLK, IP30 9EY 
TEL (0359) 41654 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & DELIVERY 



1 disk £3.00 



2 disks £5.00 
No extra charge for 3.5" 
State size when ordering 



Matrix 

Buy Your Software From Us 
And We'll Buy It Back ! 

As a member of the Matrix you can choose from our extensive lists of the latest and the popular withj 
absolute guarantee to buy them back. AND you don't have to pay until you're decided. | 

* Top name games, business and ultility software (sorry no pd or sharewaJ 

* Great prices * No commitment to buy * Computer helpline I 

* Super fast service * . established 1981 - over 2.5 thousand member^ 

To find out more about our unique Matrix money saving scheme 
call our 24 hour hotline, (0920) 444224,now! I 



or, send large s.a.e stating your machine (IBM/PC 3.5". Amiga. Atari ST) to : Matrix Leisure Ser\i( 
Dept PCR7. Unit 4 Mill Studio Business Centre. Crane Mead. Ware. Herts. SGI 2 9PY 

1/2 price first years membership subscription! 
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"The Amstrad 
PC5286 Games 
Pack certainly 
scores in terms of 
size, packing all 
the basic 
components 
you'll need into a 
compact stick-it" 
almost-any where 
unit" 
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"Our extensive 
playtesting tends 
to slow 
development 
down a little, 
W^'ve invested 
over 2,000 hours 
playing Populous 
II for example/' 
says Bullfrog's 
Peter Molyneux 



"Soaring 
peacefully in 
civilian skies may 

be politically 
correct, but most 

of us would 
rather annihilate 
something with 
six feet of high 
explosive tipped 
steel" 



"Do not even 
think of buying a 
machine below a 
286, and, if 
possible, buy a 
386SX or 386. 
Pc games are 
increasingly being 
written to run 
optimally on a 
386 " 



"A virus isn't 
anything special. 
The first version 
of jerusalem had 
a bug in it; the 

Stupid virus 

often doesn't 
infect PCs 
properly because 

it's so badly 




"You can, of 
course, make up 
your own 
multimedia 
system by adding 
to your own 
equipment or 
specifying it 
when you buy 
your computer" 



"The combination 
of demos and 
information 
instantly 
available on the 
VJindows screen 
means that you 
may never need to 
bother with the 
manual again" 



"\n theory, the 
PC games pack 
should give you 
everything you 
need at once, 
ready configured, 
so that you 
return to the 
plug-in-and-go 
philosophy" 




If you're missing any of our previous editions, you can order back issues from the following address: 

PC Review Back Issues Department 
PO Box 500 Leicester LE5 OAA 

Each issue costs £3.95, including postage and packing, (£5.95 if you're ordering from overseas) and 
you should make your payment by cheque or postal order, payable to EMAP Images. Don't send 
cash through the post 

Please don't send your back issue requests to the magazine directly, but to the address given 
above. 
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Arts On the Spot; Secret of Monkey 
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On disk: Lemmings, Cods, Gallery. 
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Protect yourself from viruses; First 
Steps - MS-DOS; Miracle keyboard; 
EOTB 2, Chessmaster 3000, Gods; Tips 
for Conquests of the Longbow and 
Might & Magic III; Top 100 Classic 
Games Supplement (pt 2) 

On disk: Fingerpaint, Moraffs SuperBlast, 
Gallery. 

ISSUE 5 

CD-ROM - the future for games?; First 
Steps - fitting a soundboard; Darkseed; 
Midwinter II: Flames of Freedom; 
Shuttle; Twilight 2000; Thunderhawk; 
Tips for Eye of the Beholder II. 

On disk: Supaplex, Hugo's House of 
Horrvrs, Gallery 

ISSUE 6 

Windows: freedom from the DOS 
prompt; First Steps - upgrading to VGA 

and beyond; chess machines and PC 
chess programs; On the Spot: US Gold; 
Cruise for a Corpse; Star Trek; WC2 on 
CD-ROM; Tips for Longbow and Gods. 

On disk: Darkseed, Blox, Gallery 

ISSUE 7 

Essential guide to PC flight slms; First 
Steps: upgrading your processor; Ad 
Lib Gold 1000 soundboard; Disney 
Animation Studio, Another World; 
Sherlock Holmes on CD-ROM; Tips for 
Monkey Island 2, EOTB 2, more Gods 

On disk: Another Vforld, Timelord 

ISSUE 8 

PCs configured for games; SSI's war 
games; First Steps: adding memory; 
Ultima Underworld, Dune, Super Tetrls, 
King's Ouest V on CD-ROM; Tips for 
Star Trek, Civilization, more Gods 

On disk: European Championship Souer, 
Treacles miities 



PC REVIEW BACK ISSUES 

Please send me the following back issues of PC Review: 
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Tick where applicable 
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We don't want PC Review's cover disk to be deadly serious every issue, 
so tliis montli we've lightened the tone with two playable demos of 
forthcoming 'cute' platform games and two complete games. Magic 
Pockets, Cool Croc Twins and Wilf II should cater for most gaming tastes, 
but if you don't like action games, why not try the European version of 
Draughts played by Dynamo? It is 1992, after all ... 



MAGIC POCKETS 

Following their hugely successful Gods demo, the irrepress- 
ible Bitmap Brothers have once again put fingers to 
keyboard for PC Review and produced a playable level 
from their forthcoming cute platform game, Magic Pockets. 

The Bitmap Kid has had his toys stolen by the strange 
creatures that inhabit the huge worlds inside his magic pockets. 
The only way he can retrieve them is by entering his own pockets 



4 

• 



and doing battle with the denizens of those cavernous 
containers. 

In this level, the cave, your task is simply to get from the start 
to the exit. Each time you collide with a monster you will lose a 
life, and, once five lives are lost, the game is over. The number of 
lives in reserve is indicated by the number of fingers held up on 
the left hand. 

The Kid can fire whirlwinds to destroy the monsters. Some 
monsters are killed outright by a single small whirlwind, others 
will only be stunned and will have to be hit more than once 
before they die. You can build up the power of a shot by holding 
down the fire button and then releasing it to fire. The strength of 
a shot is indicated by the size of the right fist. 
If a monster is hit by a full size whirlwind it will be captured for a 
short while. Move into it to turn it into bonuses. Gold and silver 
stars can be collected for a special bonus weapon, which will 
appear automatically when you have collected enough. Other 
bonus objects can be collected for points. 
To pick up a helmet or bonus weapon, move over it and push the 
joystick down. If you enter the bonus room, collect as many 
bonuses as you can before your time runs out and you are 
returned to the game. 

The Kid can make himself temporarily invincible by going into 
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CONTROLS 



joystick 




Keyboard 


Left 


Move left 


Left arrow 


Right 


Move right 


Right arrow 


Up 


jump up 


Up arrow 


Down 


Pick up 


Down arrow 




helmet/bonus 






weapon 




Fire 


Fire whiri- 


Insert 




wind/bonus weapon 



How to load the programs 



Those who are experienced PC users should check 
the quick installation guide below. If youVe unsure 
how to proceed, read through the step by step 
instructions in this panel. 

Quick Installation guide 

Put the PC Review cover disk into your floppy disk drive and log on to it 
Type 

FRONT [Enter] 

to start the menu and follow the on-screen prompts. 

When the program(s) have installed, log on to the relevant directory, and 

type the following to start the programs. 

Magic Pockets: 

POCKETS [Enter] 

Cool Croc Twins: 

PLAYCOOL 



Wilf II: 

WILF [Enter] 
Dynamo: 

DYNA29SH[ Enter] 

Step by step instructions 

m Put your PC Review cover disk into your floppy disk drive. 
|g| Log on to that drive by typing 
A: [Enter] 

if your floppy drive is drive b:, substitute b : for a : in the 
example above, eg, B : [ Enter to log on to drive B:. 

jj^l Type the following: 
FRONT [Enter] 

to start the cover disk menu program. 



TWO PLAYABLE DEMOS 




review W 89 



a spin. Do this by creating the largest 
whirlwind and then walking into it. The 
Kid automatically goes into a spin when 
he falls a longdistance. 
To finish the demo, move into the open 
doorway at the end of the level. 

When you load the demo, if you do 
nothing, it will automatically go into demo 
mode. You can start playing by pressing 
the fire button. To change the graphics, 
sound and control options type. 

SETUP [Enter! 

and change the required options using the 
menus. 



The Bitmap Kid's 

Patent Pocket 
Identification Chart 




Me (The Bitmap Kid) 




Typical monster 




Small whirlwind 


• 


Large whirlwind 




Bonus object 






1 ... 



COOL CROC TWINS 

For the Cool Croc Twins, coolness is a way of life. In fact. Punk Croc and Funk Croc 
are so effortlessly cool that Daisy Crocette has fallen head over heels in love - with 
both of them! She is torn between the rough diamond charm of Punk Croc and the 
easy-going, laid back attraction of Funk Croc. 

It's all too much for a Crocette to handle, and to avoid disappointing one or the other of 
the Croc Twins, she runs away, vowing to love them both from afar. 

But the croc twins are having 
none of that! What's the point of 
being a Cool Croc without a 
Crocette to tell you how cool you 
are? Vanity is a Croc's second most 
important attribute; after coolness 
of course! 

So Punk and Funk set out, 
shouting 'Faint heart never won fair 
Crocette' to spur them on. Through 
four levels they must pursue the 
Crocette that loves them; they 
would love her back if it wasn't so 
uncool! 

This playable demo contains four levels from Arcade Master's forthcoming game 
published by Empire. The complete game will contain 10 worlds and 60 levels. 

In each level your aim is to light all three lights on each of the boxes. You do this by 
jumping into the boxes. Once all the boxes are lit you will go to the next screen. 

Avoid the nasties while you are on a platform, but they can be safely hit and destroyed 
for points if you hit them while jumping. Sometimes the nasties will switch off lights you 
have already lit. 

The strange gravity in Cool Croc Twins takes some getting used to. Each platform has 




Each level also contains a variety of 
special objects. You will have to 
experiment to discover what each of 
these does when you jump into it. 

When you start the demo an 
options screen appears. Make sure 
that you set the sound, 
control and difficulty 
options that you 
require, before 
starting the game by 
selecting the 
appropriate graphics 
mode. 



CONTROLS 




Move clockwise 


joystick left 


Move anti clockwise 


Joystick right 


lump 


Fire button 
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□ Use either a mouse or the cursor keys to select the program you 
wish to install. With a mouse, click on the bullet next to the 
appropriate program. With cursor keys, move the pointer to the bullet 
and press Enter. 

Taking Magic Pockets as an example, you should now see an on- 
screen message saying 

The program will be decompacted to C:\POCKETS. Is 
this OK? (Y/N) 

J If this is OK, ie, you want to install Magic Pockets Soccer to your 
hard disk C:, and you have no other directories called POCKETS, 
press Y and then Enter. 

If you are installing to another disk, or you wish to give the 
directory a different name, simply press N [ Enter ] , backspace 
over C:\POCKETS and retype your preferred destination, eg, 



directory (if you did change the drive and directory names, don't forget 
where you put them!): 

C: [Enter] 

CD POCKETS [Enter] 

will take you to the POCKETS directory on drive C: 

VWn Type the following commands to start the programs: 

POCLETS [ Enter ] to play Magic Pockets 
PLAYCOOL [Enter] to play Cool Croc Twins 
WILF [ Enter ] to play Wilf II 
DYNA29SH[Enter ] to view the Dynamo. 



B:\MAGIC [Enter] 

The program should automatically install, finishing with the words 
■™ All done! 
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To play the cover programs, log on to the correct drive and 
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Cover disk 



WILF II 

This, the second game to feature 
the lovable Wilf, has been 
written by Graham Cluley, 
author of such shareware 
masterpieces as Jacaranda Jim and 
Humbug. 

Can you guide wibbling Wilf around 
the maze madness? For reasons far 
too implausible to go into here, Wilf 
has found himself in a spot of bother. 

His only hope of survival is to fill in 
the mazes flung at him by the evil 
jelly-like Glumphs. Wilf fills in the 
mazes with jam. Boy, does this make 
the Glumphs angry!! 

So angry in fact that occasionally 
the Glumphs unleash their deadly 
weapon. Codenamed 'Frank' the 
Glumphs' secret weapon is cunningly 
disguised as a boiled sweet. But do 
not be fooled by this, it will do its 
level best to eat up your jam. 

Frank is indestructible, but the 
Glumphs can be zapped by firing 
pompoms at them. Watch out though, 
because they reappear shortly 
afterwards! 

The more mazes you manage to fill 
in with jam, the quicker the game 
becomes. Every now and then extra 
lives and extra 



pompoms appear 
so get them if you 
can! 

This program fea- 
tures amazing 
digitised sound 
effects, which you 
can hear if you 
have a Sound 
Blaster or 
compatible card. 

When a cursor 
key is pressed Wilf 
continues moving 
in his current direc- 



tion until motion in the specified 
direction is possible, or until he hits a 
maze wall, in which case he stops. 
Only one keystroke is remembered; 
the last key pressed indicates the 
desired direction of motion. 

A tip is that you should try to think 
ahead at all times. For example, if 
you want Wilf to take the next left 
turn, press the left arrow key at once. 
This will be remembered; if you wait 
too long, Wilf may move past the turn 
you meant to take, and you will need 
to turn Wilf around. Do not hold down 
any cursor key; just tap it, and be 
careful not to press two keys at a time. 

Bonus mazes 

Players can now load in libraries of 
Wilf mazes (distinguishable by their 
WLF file extension) into the main Wilf 
game. A bonus set of mazes (suitably 
titled BONUS.WLF) is supplied with 
this game. 





CONTROLS 



Up 
Left 
Down 
Right 



Up Arrow 
Left Arrow 
Down Arrow 
Right Arrow 



Space Fire a pompom in current direction. 

S To toggle sound between music, sound effects, and silence 

P Pause game. Press P again to continue. 
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TROUBLE- 
SHOOTING 

/ get the me%%Qg(^ ^Cannot run in 
Mono\ 

• The menu program will not run 
on mono machines. If there are 
mono compatible programs on the 
disk, you will have to install them 
manually by copying the disk files to 
your hard disk and using Pkunzip to 
decompress the .ZIP files. The 
syntax is Pkunzip [filename] 
[Enter]. 

When I try to start the menu 
program / get no response or the 
message 'Bad Command*, 

• Have you made the drive 
containing the cover disk the current 
one? 

• Is the disk properly inserted with 
the drive door closed? 

/ have correctly installed the 
program, but it won't work, 

• Have you followed the correct 
loading procedure? 

• Have you made the correct 
directory and drive the current one? 

• If the game was installed to floppy, 
is the correct disk properly inserted 
and the drive door closed? 

The program I have selected 
won't install properly, 

• Is there a blank, formatted disk in 
the drive you have selected, and is 
the drive door closed? 

• Is there enough room on the disk 
you have selected. You should only 
install programs to blank disks (one 
for each program you install). If 
installing to a hard drive, as a general 
rule, you should have at least two 
megabytes of free space for each 
month's cover disk. Sometimes the 
programs will not fit on to a 360K 
disk, even if it is completely blank. 

HELPLINE 

If you still have problems then please 
phone our helpline number below: 

DISK HELPLINE: 
(0443) 693233 

The helpline operates between 1 0.30 
am and 1 2.30 pm weekdays. If 
possible, please have your computer 
operating and your cover disk ready 
when you phone the helpline. If your 
phone is not near the computer then 
please note down as much 
information about the fault as you 
can and have pen and paper handy 
before you call. 



PC Review's cover disks are checked at each stage of production for all known viruses and duplicated under strict quality control. However. PC Review cannot accept responsibility for any 
consequences that may arise from using the disk or the programs on it. PC Review, its distributors and retailers, cannot be held responsible for any unnotified changes to the contents of the disk 
although we will always endeavour to supply suitable alternative software if circumstances dictate that we are unable to supply advertised programs. 



TWO COMPLETE GAMES 
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DYNAMO 



Just to really get you into the spirit of 
1 992 we've included this program by PC 
Solutions that plays a very strong game 
the European version of draughts. 
The aim of this program is to introduce 
the continental version of draughts to the 
UK, and hopefully get people interested in 
this game. Draughts has always suffered in 
comparison with chess. This is a great 
shame, as both the English 8 by 8 and the 
continental 10 by 10 versions are very sub- 
tle and complex games. Indeed the 10 by 
1 0 game arguably offers more 
permutations than chess, and is very highly 
regarded in Europe. This version is limited 
to 1 0 seconds maximum move time, but 
you will need to be a good player to beat 
it! 

Note how powerful the sweeping kings 
are in the continental game; the side that 
gets an early king usually has a decisive 
advantage. One rule that throws beginners 
is the one that stipulates that you must 
jump the maximum number of opponents, 
when given a choice. This is necessary to 
enable the winning side to force some of 
the endgames; you will get the idea when 
you are on the receiving end of the 
computer's shots! 



Playing the game 

European draughts is traditionally played 
on the black squares of a 1 0 by 10 board. 
Dynamo can re-size the board, but for clar- 
ity I'll discuss the 1 0 by 10 game. The 
squares are numbered from I (top left) to 
50 (bottom right), with black men on 
squares I to 20 and white on squares 3 1 to 
50. Men can move diagonally forward one 
step on to empty squares, or jump over 
and capture an adjacent opponent's piece 
in any direction, if there's a clear space 
immediately behind it. Note that men can 
leap backwards, unlike the English game. 
One very important rule: if you can jump, 
you must! If, after jumping, the same piece 
can make further leaps, it must do so. 
Furthermore, if you have an option of 
more than one series of jumps, you must 
take the option that captures the 
maximum number of pieces! 

When a man reaches the top row of the 
board, it becomes a king. In European 
draughts, kings can sweep any distance 
along a diagonal, rather like bishops in 
chess. Furthermore they can leap an oppo- 
nent, land on any space beyond, and then 
make further leaps, in a different direction 





CONTROLS 


ESC 


Abort game and return to main menu. 




Alter average response time in seconds. (Zero for 




easy mode) 


Fl 


Show moves, that is, alt of your movable pieces. 


F2 


Make me take your go. 


F3 


Auto-play. (Hit Esc to end) 


F5 


Make a move without computer response (for two- 




player game or position setup) 


F6 


Invert board, so that black is at the bottom. 



if necessary. You are still forced to make 
moves that jump the maximum number of 
opponents! 

One final rule: a man is not crowned 
until the end of a multi-jump sequence. 
That is, a man can leap into and then 
backwards out of the king row without 
being crowned. It is only crowned if it final- 
ly comes to rest on the king row. 

Well, those are the rules. Confused? 
This sort of thing is easier to see than 
describe, so play some experimental 
games, or set auto-play on and watch the 
computer play itself! 

When playing, move your cursor by 
using the numbers around the *5' on the 
numeric keypad and hit ENTER to select a 
piece. If that piece can move in more than 
one direction, you will then need to select 
a direction key ( 1 ,3,7,9). That is, 7 moves 
up-left. King moves may require you to 
select a destination and hit return. If you 
have a mouse you can simply click the left 
button on source and destination squares. 
To abort the computer's thinking, hit the 
Esc key once (you may have to wait a bit 
before the cursor appears). 

Added bonus 

As an bonus extra, and to placate lovers of 
the traditional English game of draughts, 
we've included a text file which explains 
how to win at draughts. 

You can read this text file on the screen 
by typing: 

TYPE M0VE0VER.DOC | MORE 

and pressing a key to bring each page up 
on screen. Alternatively, you can make a 
hard copy of the file by setting up your 
printer, and typing: 

COPY M0VE0VER.DOC PRN 

which will print the entire document for 
you 



FAULTY DISK? 

PC Reviews cover disks are checked and validated, 
but if you have reason to believe yours is faulty, 
pop the disk(s) in a jiffy bag with an self-addressed 
envelope and postage to the value of 28p (55p from 
overseas) for return of the new disk, and the form below 
(filled in) and send the package to the following address: 

PC Wise 

Unit 3, Merthyr Industrial Estate 
Pentrebach Merthyr Tydfil 
Mid Glamorgan CF48 4DR 

Please DO NOT send the disk back to PC Review - we 
don t hold stocks of spare disks. 




■^■^■¥^ 



Name.. 



Address.. 



The disk on my copy of PC Review was damaged. Please 
send me a replacement - I enclose return postage to the 
value of 28p (55p from overseas) and the original disk. 



I 

H 
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EXCLUSIVE TO 



Evesham 



DISK STORAGE 



Your choice of 42Mb or 105Mb Hard Drives 
High Density 3 5 " 1 44Mb Capacity F'loppy Drive 



VALE PRESTIGE SUPPORT 



Our new Vale Prestige PC range has 
been designed with the small 
business and home user in mind, 
attractively styled in a superb 
quality, low profile desktop case. 



HI-RES VGA DISPLAY 



High resolution, low radiation VGA Colour Monitor 
manufactured for us by Tatung All mc^dels feature a 
Trident 256K Video Card. 



All Vale Prcsf/iff models are covered by 12 Months On-Sile 
Maintenance, which can be extended if so desired. Our 

comprehensive backup support includes exclusive VALE 
HOTLINE l ifetime Technical Support and a no-quibble 
30 day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction. 



HI-RES VGA DISPLAY 



102-Kcy Enhanced Kc7l)oard • DR-DOS Version 6 • Digital 
Display with Turbo/Rcsot Switches • 2 Serial, 1 Parallel and 
1 Came port • Three Fu// S/:t' Expansion slots • AMI 
PROPFSSION Al. BIOS • Socket for optional Maths Co PnKL-SMir 
• 200* Watt Power Supply 




PRESTIGE 
386SX *1 6 



PRESTIGE 
3865X^25 



PRESTIGE 
386DX *40 

64K CACHE 



1S6 JccUiiolo^xi lit ii '2Hh p) 



• 16MHz Intel 386SX priK-essor 

• 1Mb high speed 0- wait state RAM, 
expandable to 8Mb on board 



^10 



- ^ C637 45 ♦VAT= 

42MB £749-M"^ 
105MB £849^-^ 



Ideal lou -cost Windows icorkstatia 



' 25MHz AMD 386SX prtxessor 

' 2Mb high speed 0-wait state RAM, 

expandable to 8Mb on board 
' Landmark Version 2.0 spwd of 31.6Mhz 



42MB £849^"*^ 

E807 66 »VAT= 

05MB £949*'*^ 



l\)wcr to the people 



' 40MHz AMD 386nx priKessor, 64K Cache RAM 
' 4Mb high speed 0 wait state RAM, 

expandable to 32Mb on board 
' Landmark Version 2.0 speed of 62 4Mhz 



£850 21 ♦VATr 

42MB £999^"^ 

^ _ _ C935 32 *VAT= 

105MB £1099^'^ 



Prc&Dgc 386SX 16 RAM Upgrade to 2Mb 
RAM Upgrade twyond 2Mb. per 2Mb add 
Internal High Density 5 25" ' 2Mb Dnve 
Microsoft Windows 3 1 



E34 04 *VAT= C40 00 

C68 09*VAT= C80 00 

C59 00 »VAT= C69 33 

CSOOO-VATr E58 75 



Microsoft Windows 3 1 ♦ Moose 
200Mb Hard Orrve. add to 100Mb pnce 
Maths Co Processor tor 386SX 25 
Maths Co Processor (or 386DX 40 



C69 00 -VAT= C8108 
C200 00 .VAT=C235 00 

t:99 00 ♦VATr C116 33 
C149 00 .VAT= C175 08 



VALE FAMILY PACK 



Turn your new computer into an entertainment, education & 
productivity centre with our Family Pack, available exclusivel 
with any VALE model at only (£127.66*^*^ ) £150.00. 

(tot*t con tfpunktttd imdividumlly £245.93) 

r 




TOQIWQRK? PFFICE MANACEK mavis beaco n typing tutc 



Popular pnxluctiv ity Software ttiat is 
exlri-moly oasy to use! Foaturos 
Spellchecking Word processor. 
Database and Spreadsheet 

PICITAL SOUND SYSTEM 

F idturoN the VIFDIA MUSIC sound card 
( Adl lb compatibli'). plus a pair of ZY Fl 
amplifiixl twin storc»> speakers for 
dynamii . qualify sound 



Attain professional typing skills wi- 
the world s best software typing tut. 
LEISURE SOFTWARE 
Two of the bi'sl ev er PC games, 
MONKFY ISLAND 2 and WING 
COMMANDER arc b»)th includixi 
featuring fantastic graphics and ^our 
PLUSt Smootli, high quality Mo> 
and Analogue Came* Joytlick 



MEDIA MUSIC 
PC SOUND CARD 



I Media Music Sound Card features an 11 -voice 
synthesizer and is fully ADLIB compatible - 
so PC Games can sound fantastic! 





I Well featured expansion card, capable of generating great music and 
I sound effects, the Sound Card incorporates an 1 1 -voice FM synthesizer for 
I realistic, good quality output Its full ADLIB compatibility gives PC games 
I and entertainment software a new dimension, 
■ because lots of titles are directly ADLIB 
I compatible The card also features an on- 
I board amplifier with volume control, which 
I outputs to speakers or headphones directly 
I Software includes Karaoke' and 'CD Studio' 



Only 
£69.99 



< PC HANDY SCANNERS 



QUALITY 400dpi SCANNING - AT 
THE RIGHT PRICE! 

Our Handy Scanners have all 
the right features, Including 
O.C.R. and extensive graphics 
editing facilities. 

• Genuine 400dpi Scanning resolution 

• Full 105mm wide scanning head 

• 4 selectable scan resolutions (100-400dpi) 

• Variable brightness control 

• Two versions available: 64 Halftone / True 256 Greyscale 
Full software even includes high speed, fully trainable OCR utility w^ich 

converts scanned text images into text files, saving hours of retyping! 
Works with any PC (including Amstrad PC1512 or PCI 640) 
with 640K RAM. Hard Drive and Mouse highly recommended. 



NEWl COMPLETE MULTIMEDIA PACKAGE 



ALL-IN-ONE ' 
MULTIMEDIA Kl 

- INCLUDES - 

• SOUNDBLASTER PRO' 
PREMIUM SOUND CARD 

• SOUNDBLASTER MIDI KIT 

• HIGH PERFORMANCE 
INTERNAL CD-ROM DRIVeI 

• lV/A/OOlVS/3 MULTIMEDIA S 
EXTENSIONS SOFTWARE ■ 

• PLi/S/ LOIS OF CD-ROM I 
STARTER SOFTWARE 

ana Micfosolt Windows Veision 3 installea 



EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO GET STARTED 
IN MULTIMEDIA - PLUS MUCH MORE! 

WINDOWS MULTIMEDIA 
SOFTWARE. INCLUDING: 

MICROSOFT BOOKSHELF' 
featuring Dictionary, Thesaurus, 
Atlas / Encyclopedia, Quotations 
'JONES IN THE FAST LANE' game 
•CREATIVE SOUNDS' sounds disc 



SOUNDBLASTER PRO 

Fantastic Digital Stereo Sound expansion card 
with an ama/ing array o( mustcal capabilities' 
Incudes full MIDI connections built-in amplifier 
with volume control and sound sampler Card 
also has built-in analogue games port for 
connection of up to two games joysticks 

FAST CD-ROM DRIVE 

Performance optimised CD-ROM drive 
connects directly to the Soundblaster card 



XS^rTn^' (£424.68^^"=) £499.00 

Also available with Exfema/ CD-ROM Drive for only (E509.79"*'-) £599.00 



PHILIPS CM50 CD-ROM DRIVE 




f f?£f CD 
SOfTWAM 
WITH EVERY 

DRIVE II 



• REFERENCE LIBRARY 
• 'WORLD ATLAS MK.II 

plus CD Games Pack including J 
• Chessmaster 2000' g| 
• Bruce Lee' • Black Hole' 

• Life & Death' • Gin & Cribbage 



64 HALFTONE LEVEL VERSION 
(DOS SOFTWARE) 


(£85.10"'-) 

Only £99.99 


TRUE 256 GREYSCALE 
VERSION (WINDOWS ONLY) 





YOU TOO CAN 
NOW AFFORD THE REVOLUTION IN 
MULTIMEDIA STORAGE, WITH THIS 
PHILIPS CD-ROM DRIVE! 

It offers the benefits of huge data retrieval, 
fast access speed and sheer convenience 
to the PC user in any given environment. 



The CM50 is a high performing mass retrie\;^ 
peripheral which accesses both data andtai 
audio from CD-ROM and CD-Audio discs.J^,''^ 

• Lat*st optical t*chno<ogy from Philips • Compact, fully salf-conti^al 
dasktop driva unit with controllar card • Allows instantanaous acci|(jr< 
to databasas up to a huga 600Mb in siza • Unsurpassad lavals old^ 
intagrity; uniqua arror corraction stratagias • Handlas CD data dixitro 
audio discs, plus mixad-moda CD-ROM discs • Usar intarfaca alln| 
liataning of audio discs via output sockat providad on tha main dn^od 
unit, which also has a voluma control for Una output ^ 



ONLY £299.99 



includes Softwan g 
VAT and deliver \ 



tesnamiiwrw 



• NEW TELESALES AND SHOWROOM SUNDAY OPENING FROM WAM - 4PM 



Evesham 



JOINT WINNER OF 
COMPUTER SHOPPER'S 

'Best Customer 
Service' 

AWARD FOR 1991- 



M'tLlrlLx^iiU.^ UIOUAL siekeu ni-ri juie.m run rv. o 



LATEST 
VERSION 
FEATURES 



To get the most from the superb digital 
nund quality from SOUNDBLASTER, our 

oackage also features ZY-FI Stereo 
Vnplfied Twin Speaker System which has 
Its own volume control and plug in power 
supply Quickshol OS-123 analog games 
loysticK IS also supplied, which connects 
directly to Soundblaster PLUS! We also 

supply the amazing Monkey Island 2 
nphic adventure - with SOUNDBLASTER 
il kK>ks and sounds absolutely fantastic' 



• Digital Sound Output 

• 11 Voice FM Synthesizer (fully ABLIB compatible) 

• Digital Sampling capabilities 

• On-board Analog Joystick I/O port 

• On-board Stereo Power Amplifier with external 
stereo speaker connections and volume control 

• Plenty of Software - including Powerful FM organ, 
Text to Speech & much more. 

• Fully ADLIB compatible - 
\NORKS WITH LOTS OF GAMES! 




in 





ZY-FI AMPLIFIED 
STEREO SPEAKERS 



QUICKSHOT 
QS-123 JOYSTICK 



MONKEY 
ISLAND 2 

TERIFFIC PC 
ADVENTURE 
GAME - 
SOUNDS 
ORE A T !!! 



imdblaster Version 2 card also available on its own 



COMPLETE PC SOUND PACKAGE 

ONLY £139.95 

- INCLUDING VAT AND DELIVERY - 



NEW Soundblaster PRO (ideal for Mjit media has CD ROM 'iterface) 



\NALOG EDGE Joystick 

by Suncom Technologies 



Suncom s analogue joysticks always set new standards 
In quality and perfornnance The Edge represents 
terrific value, incorporating Injected Resistor 
Technology, resulting in a product witti unmatched 
simplicity and breakdown resistance Features two- 
way switchable fire buttons, and Aircraft-style gnp. with 
game optimised ergonomics Complete with 
'Gamepon 2" dual input gameboard halfcard 





or 

INCLU 


^LY £29.99 

DING CONTROLLER CARD 


||stick or Games Controller card 


available separately for only £17.99 



\NALOG XTRA Joystick 



Featuring the same Injected Resistor Technology that 
gives the Edge uncommon durability and capability, 
the Xtra is possibly the most advanced flight sim joy 
stick on the marketl With variable autofire, throttle 
control, 4 switchable fire buttons and Aircraft style grip 
Accuracy and flexibility like nothing you've experienced 
beforel Supplied with Gameport 2+* variable 



NEW! FLIGHT YOKE 

by WINNER 



Gives Cockpit Realism to your 
Flight Simulation Software! 

The Flight Yoke 
clamps securely 
to your table top 
^ f"' or desk surface 

A r« gives 

^HHBI^^^P J^ijip Cockpit-like 
fjjjj^^^^^^^HjP n||H^ realism to 
^^^^^l^^r > fligl^t simulation 

^^^^^^ software. Compatible with 

^^^^^ many simulation games, including 
Microsoft Flight Simulator. Features 
Throttle Control and horizontal and vertical trim 
controls. Complete with clamps and suction cups. 




Only £39.99 



Including VAT 
and delivery 



V 


or 

INCLU 


MLY £39.99 

DING CONTROLLER CARD 


jystick or Games Controller card 


available separately for only £24.99 



TRUEMOUSE 



TRACKBALL 



cedent high performar>ce trackt>all. directly 
npatible to any PC, operating via the 
rial port Super-srrxxJth, accurate 
d versatile - perfect for WIMP 
nronment arxJ graphics intensive 
wlions, as well as games' With its 
(ured locking drag button and line 
d facilities, accurate total one-handed 
itrol IS a doddle Top quality construdiorr 
loplo-mechanical design, delivering high 
led and accuracy every time Full Mcrosoft 
ipatible driver software supplied 

Only £39.99" 





WE GUARANTEE that this Is the 
smoothest, most responsive 
and accurate mouse you 
can buy for the PC. 
Excellent performance, 
amazing low price ! Serial 
(&-way & 25-way), PS/2 and 
Amstrad PC compatible 
versions available - please state 
which version is required when ordering. 



PC VERSION when ordering 



Including VAT 
and delivery 



1 Golden Image OPTICAL MOUSE | 


Smooth action, excellent response 
• there are no moving parts, so 
this mouse will not wear out! 


SUPERB LOW PRICE! 

Only £34.95 



PRICES INC.DEUVERY ft VAT 9 17.5% 

Express Courier Delivery : 
(UK Mainland Only) £6.50 Extra 



HERE TODAY ~ HERE TO STAY 

Evesham Micros First First for choice, prices and service. Established 
(or over eight years, with a strong financial status and secure future. 
Our Computerised Telesales Order Processing investment means fast 
eHicient service Well appointed Retail Showrooms with large product 
range on display Our huge Customer database, high percentage of 
repeat custom and personal referrals underlines our popularity. 
REMEMBER - when you need us. we will still be here Our extensive 
expansion program means we could eventually be there as well ... 



Call us now on 

0386 765500 

TELESALES OPENING TIMES : 
9am - 7pm Monday-Friday 
9am - 5.30pm Saturday 
10.00 - 4.00 Sunday 



Send Cheque, Postal Order or 
ACCESS/ VISA cord details to: 



Evesham Micros Ltd. 
Unit 9. St Richards Road 
Evesham. Worcs. WR1 1 6XJ 

ACCESS /VISA 
Cards Welcome 



Government, Education & PLC orders welcome 
Same day despatch whenever possible 
Express Courier delivery (UK Mainland only) £6.50 extra 
Please note that 5 banking days must be allowed for 
cheque clearance. Immediate clearance on Building 
Society cheques or Bank Drafts. 

I Mail Order Fax: 0386-765354 I 



New showroom opening times: 
Mon-Sat. 9.00 - 5.30 
Sunday 10.00 - 4.00 



Unit 9 St Richards Rood, Evesham 
Worcestershire WRII 6XJ 
©0386 765180 

fax 0386 765354 



5 Gllsson Rd. Cambridge CBl 2HA 

^Br 0223 323898 

fox 0223 3228^3 

Corporate Soles Dept • IBM dealer 



251-255 Moseley Road, 
Highgate. Birmingham 812 OEA 

Tel 021 446 5050 • Fax:021 446 5010 
Corporate Soles Dept • Easy PorUmg 



320 WITAN GATE 
MILTON KEYNES MK9 2HP 

© 0908 230 898 

(ax 0908 230 865 



S 0386-40303 

Monday to Friday. 10 00 ■ 5.00 



12 MONTHS WARRANTY 
ON ALL PRODUCTS 

All details correct at time of going to press • All goods subiect to availability 
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AN 



ENTIRE STUDIO! 

Three copies of the Disney 
Animation Studio worth 
£300 are up for grabs 



Ever since Steamboat Willie hit 
the silver screens of 1940s cinemas, 
Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck, Pluto 
the dog and Goofy (what is he 
anyway?) have been entertaining 
audiences the world over. The 
recently released Disney 
Animation Studio might not help 
you create cinematic masterpieces, 
but you can keep your friends and 
family amused with your bizarre 
creations. 

Reviewed back in Issue 7 and 
receiving a more than healthy eight 
stars, the Disney Animation Studio 
enables you to create colourful 
mini-masterpieces with full musical 
and audio accompaniments or edit 
the existing demo cartoons. The 
program will also introduce you to 
the principles of Disney's own 
animation techniques, and if you 
have a Sound Blaster, Tandy Sound 
or Disney Sound Source, you can 
add music and effects to your 
finished cartoons. The only 
drawback to this otherwise 
painless animation package is that 
a single copy will set you back one 
penny short of a hundred pounds. 
Luckily we've got three copies to 
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How to enter 

Accompanying this you'll find a picture of quite the oddest couple 
we've been able to devise. They are, of course, composite bodies made 
up of sections of well-known PC game characters. 

What you have to do is work out which bit is which. For example, if you 
think that Beauty's head comes from Dune, then write Dune next to 
Beauty's head on the form below. 

To help you out a bit on this one, we've listed the games from which 
the sections are taken. But be warned — this list also contains a few red 
herrings! 



POSSIBLE SOFTWARE 
Disney Animation Studio 
Dragon's Lair II 
Dune 

Elvira: Jaws of Cerberus 
Gods 
Heimdall 
Leisure Suit Larry V 
Midwinter 2 
Realms 
Secret of Monkey Island 2 



pend the form to 

Beauty and the Beast 

PC Review 

EMAP Images 

Priory Court 

30-32 Farringdon Lane 

London ECIR 3AU 



and make sure it reaches us by 
July 17, 1992. We'll announce the 
results in our September 1992 
issue. 

Rules 

The winners of the copies of Disney 
Animation Studio will be the first correct 
entry drawn at random after the closing date 

No entries received after the closing date 
will be considered. 

Only ONE entry per person, please. 

No employees, or their relatives, or 
associates of Disney Software, Infogrames, or 
EMAP Images are eligible to enter the 
competition. 

The editor's decision in all these matters is 
unequivocally final. 



BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

I think the sections of the pictures 
correspond as follows: 



Beauty 

Head 

Body 

Legs 

The Beast 

Head and arms 

Body 

Legs 

Name 

Address '.. 

□ Tick this box if you do NOT 
wish to receive any further 
information from companies 
associated with this competition. 

Closing date: July 17, 1992 

PC Review )uly 1992 



Subscribe to 



pm GET A 

;i S S I C 



GAME ABSOLUTELY 

FREE!! 



Electronic Arts' software features heavih 
in the PC Review Top 100. Now you can 
receive one of those PC Review Top 10m 
recommended releases absolutely FREl' 
when you subscribe to PC Review! 



• Subscribing to PC Review guarantee 
delivery to your door of the next 12 issue 
of Europe's essential PC entertainmen 
guide. 

• By subscribing to PC Review you cai 
be sure of priority access to the essentia 
reviews, previews, features and ne^i 
stories each month. 
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• Over your next 12 issues we' 
working hard to deliver you the very 
in playable demos and shareware. 



• With our unique editorial mix, you ca 
access our comprehensive referenci 
section and shareware/public domaii 
catalogues. 

• Subscribe to PC Review and b 
confident of receiving the ONL^ 
authoritative guide to PC entertainmen 
and much more. 

• For only £34.99 you will receive 1 
issues with cover disk on the format o 
your choice, and your chosen FREE game 

Choose from the following classi( 
Electronic Arts games: 

Populous 3.5y5.23'' - CGA, EGA, VGA 

PGA Tour Golf 

- CGA, EGA, VGA 

Chuck Yeager's Air Combat 
3.3V5.23' ^ CGA,EGA,VGA 

Mario Andretti's Racing Challenge 

3.5y3.33'' - CGA, EGA, VGA 

Battle Chess 3.5^3.25'' - CGA, EGA, VGA, 
Windoxvs 



The Bard's Tale 3.3y3.23'' - 
CGA,EGA,VGA 




Yeager. Learn from the 
experience and guidance 



POPULOUS 

Out of the darkness were 
born two nations, fanatical 
followers of their own beliefs, 
warriors by nature. 
Ultimately there can only be 
one survivor to claim victory 
overall! Design your own 
worlds and conquer them! 
( bntrol the awesome power 
of nature and experience this 
classic, biggest selling 16 bit 
tide ever! 




from the man who has flown 
with them all. Will you have 
the right stuff? 

MARIO ANDRETTTS RACING 
CHALLENGE 

Prove your own racing 
prowess as you work your way 
up through 6 professional rac- 
ing circuits. Players face all 
the heart-stopping race car 




Mario 
Umlpetli's 



PGA TOUR GOLF 

PGA Tour Golf is the only 
computer game ever licensed 
by the US PGA. Panoramic 
fly-by shots and look-back view 
let you play real tournaments 
on real courses. Instant replay 
lets you relive great shots as 
you compete against 60 PGA 
pros! 



CHUCK YEAGER'S AIR COMBAT 

Choose from over 50 missions 
from World War II, Korea and 
Vietnam as you fly with the 
leading pioneer of modern 
air combat, General Chuck 



challenges in this brilliant 
professional racing 
simulation. 

BATTLE CHESS 

Batde Chess brings chess to 
life by combining a 




monsters, 3D full colour 
mazes and outstanding 
special effects. 



magnificent chess logic system 
with colourful and dramadc 
3D animations and digiused 
sounds. Winner of the 
Software Publishers 
Association award for best 
graphics. 

THE BARD'S TALE 

You are the leader of a ragtag 
group of freedom fighters in 
this stunning fantasy role play- 
ing game. Combat the evil 
wizard Mangar and 
experience animated colour 

\B: The free sofn\are offer is OM A' available to UK Residents 

Place your order by completing the coupon (photo-copies acceptable), or send your details 
on a post card, or ring our special 24 hour orderline service on 0838 410 888 and quote 
your credit card number. WTien ordering your subscription, please remember to tell us 
which size cover disk you prefer - 3.5" or 5.25". 

SUBS GUARANTEE: 

If you aren't completely satisfied with vour subscription, you may cancel at any time and 
receive a prompt refund for all unmailed copies. 

Vour software choice is mailed separately to your first magazine, please allow 28 days for 
delivers. 

Offer closes : Monday 6th April 1992 

SUBS SUMMARY 

12 issues (UK Residents) £34.99 

12 issues (Rest Of The World) £55.00 

Offer is not open to European residents 

We .suggest that overseas readers pay bv International Monev Order. 
ORDER FORM: 

Please send to PC Review Subscriptions Department, PO Box 500, I^itester, LE99 OAA 
(please make all cheques payable to P(> Review). 

NAME 



ADDRESS- 



POSTCODE - 



I would like a subscription for 12 issues of PC Re\iew. please start my subscription for the 
issue of PC Review (please enter month) 



I would like to receive my cover disk on the following size: 
3.5" □ 5.25" □ (please tick box) 

I would like the following FREE game: 



1 Populous 


□ 3.5" 


□ 5.25" 


source code: 0012L 


I Chuck Yeager's Air Combat 


□ 3.5" 


□ 5.25" 


source code: 0013Q 


1 The Bard's Tale 


□ 3.5" 


□ 5.25" 


source code: 0014U 


• Mario Andretti's Racing Challenge 


□ 3.5" 


□ 5.25" 


source code: 001.5Y 


j Battle Chess 


□ 3.5" 


□ 5.25" 


source code: 0016D 


1 Battle Chess (Windows) 


□ 3.5" 


□ 5.25" 


source code: 0017H 


1 PGA Tour Golf 


□ 3.5" 


□ 5.25" 


source code: 0018M 



I enclose a cheque/ postal order (payable to PC Review) for £ 

Please charge £ to my Access/ Visa/ Diners Club/AMEX 

C>ard Number 

Expiry Date 

Signature: 



Fulfilment: .\lan Wells Inteniational, Memlxrline House, Farndon Road. Market Harlx)r(>ugh. Irkester. LFIt) 9NR 




98 



Next month 



JUNE 1992 




Men 


Tubs 


WBd 


Thurs 


Fri 










17 


18 


19 


20 


21 

Longest day of the 
year 

Fathers' Day 


22 


23 


24 

Midsummer Day 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 




JULY 1992 


Sun 


Men 


Tubs 


WBd 


Thurs 


Fri 


Sat 








1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 




1 " 1 

1 St Swithins Day | 




17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


31 







JULY 18TH 

PC REVIEW ISSUE 10 GOES ON SALE 

Turn on the music 

From sampling to symphonies, and MIDI to Mantovani, next month sees the start of a series on the PC and 
music. We'll be explaining, in plain English, how to compose and edit music using the PC and popular 
music software. 

If you've ever wanted to exercise your musical talents with the PC, but have been put off by jargon and the 
sheer amount of kit that appears to be needed, read PC Review's music series to 
find out why it needn't be so difficult after all. 

loysticks and game cards 

The First Steps series shows you how to fit a game card to your PC and use a 
joystick, with a look a some of the huge variety of joystick-style game controllers on 
the market today. 

Plus... 

Wizardry VI — Bane of the Cosmic Forge: read the review to find out why this series 
has been snapped up by US Gold for official UK distribution ... the promised Harrier preview makes its 
appearance in Coming Soon ... and Sid Meier talks about life, the universe, and Civilization. 

Place an order with your newsagent now. 




Contents subject to change. 



CLASSIC GAMES GUIDE 





CLASSIC GAME 

GUIDE 



Classic action, classic thrills, 
classic games - brought to 
you exclusively in PC Review's 
new Classic Games Guide! Over 
the past few years there has 
been a massive increase in the 
number of software houses 
developing games for the PC in 
this country and the amount of 
products coming from the 
United States. The choice facing 
the lucky buyer is truly 



impressive! 

Each month we will feature 
top quality PC games, covering 
all aspects of computer 
entertainment, from action to 
brain teasers, fantasy to sport, 
and flight simulations to 
strategy. Quite simply the very 
best your money can buy. And 
each month we will also take an 
in-depth look at a particular 
classic game. 



EVDEX 

Featured classic game 116 

Action 117 

Flight simulation 117 

Driving simulation 118 

Other simulation 119 

Strategy/war 119 

Fantasy role-playing 120 

Brain teasers 120 

Sport 122 

Adventure 123 

Arcade/strategy 124 




CLASSIC GAME 
OF THE MONTH 
RICK DANGEROUS 2 

from Kixx 




This section of the magazine is 
not just a nostalgia trip, 
however. Classic games are 
being created all the time and 
they too will find a place here. 
So if you are a keen gamer or 
newcomer to the excitement of 
computer entertainment, there 
will always be something new 
for you to read each month. We 
are sure our Classic Games 
Guide will become an essential 
companion. 

This guide is about buying 
games as well. If you see a 
game you like the look of, you 
will probably want to buy it. 
But where? How can you be 
sure it will be in stock? Don't 
worry. Take special note of PC 
Review's up-dated Dealer 
Directory. 

The Dealer Directory lists 
nearly 40 of the country's top 
independent computer shops 
and, in conjunction with 
Centresoft, one of the UK's 
leading distributors of software, 
they have agreed to feature the 
games listed in this guide. 
When you visit, look out for 
the PC Review 
Recommended 
logo - the 
guarantee of 
quality games 
and quality 
service. 
The action 
starts now ... 



We have done everything 
humanly possible to check the 
information in this guide. But 
prices do change, distribution 
switches from one company to 



another, even brand names can 
alter. While we will update the 
information regularly to take 
account of this, we cannot be 
held responsible for errors. 



Anyone - suppie^rS/pSSlPJ^ or 
readers - who knows of any 
products suitable for inclusion, 
but which have been 
mysteriously omitted, can write in 



telephone ~ to PC Review, Priory 



)fease 



don6f 



Court, 30-32 Farringdon Lane, 
London EC1R3AU. 
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CLASSIC GAME OF THE MONTH 



COMPUTER 
WISE 

UNIT 17 
BROOKVALE IND 
ESTATE 
WHITTON 
BIRMINGHAM 



MICROBRIDGE 

SYSTEMS 
Kettlestrong Lane 
Cliffton 

York 
Y03 8XP 

Tel : 0904 690617 



ELM COMPUTING 

42 Cookson Street 
Blackpool 
Lanes 
FVl 4ED 



97 St nibans Road 
Lytham 
St.flnnes 
Nr Blackpool 



5C Vork Buenue 
Cleueleys 
Nr Blackpool 



Mck DwiMifMis 2 

Over the years, sequels have earned themselves something of a bad name, and 
usually deservedly so, as they rarely manage to capture the spirit or excitement 
of the original, or worse still, they resemble the original so closely that the only 
thing which has changed is the addition of a '2' to the title. 

Not so in this case though, as MicroProse's continuing adventure of the appropriately 
named Rick Dangerous ranks with the likes of The Secret Of Monkey Island 2 as being a 
true progression from an already exceptional original. 

The diminutive adventurer, who found himself dressed in true Indiana Jones style for 
his first affair (in which he took on the might of the entire Gcx)lu tribe and their Nazi 
chums) has now traded in his 40's style garb to don the identity of another matinee 
adventure hero. Flash Gordon. 

The plot thickens, as our hero returns to London to find Hyde Park has been overrun 
by alien space craft. Could this be the work of the infamous Fat Man, Rick's arch enemy? 
Of course it could ... 

Rick Dangerous 2 is arcade 
adventuring in its truest possible sense. 
There's just as much importance 
attached to working out how to get our 
hero through some of the trickiest 
situations he faces as there is to joystick 
dexterity and fire-button speed. 

However lessons have obviously 
been learned from the original. For 
example, where Rick as Indy Jones 
could walk, run, jump, poke things with 
a pointed stick, fire his revolver and 
plant sticks of dynamite. Rick as Flash Gordon has now developed the ability to punch 
and kick his opponents for good measure (although somewhere along the line he's lost 
the pointed stick and traded in the six-shooter and dynamite for a ray gun and sliding 
space mines). 

Other than that the object has remained the same: to work the mighty midget's way 
up and across (and sometimes even back down again) to the end of each multi-screened 
level, giving the imperialistic aliens the seeing to they deserve and avoiding the many 
pitfalls and zap traps along the way 

What this actually amounts to is five levels of puzzling action, 
each one harder than the last (unless you discover the cheat mode 
and tackle them backwards of course!), but styled with true 
progression, so that lessons learned on level one will 
undoubtedly come in handy later on. 

Better still, for once those of you who haven't got the latest 
hardware with the numbered chips and fastest clock speed can 
simply ignore all of that mullarkey for a change as RD2 is cunningly 
crafted to run equally well on even the humblest of specs. In fact, you don't even need a 
joystick or mouse, as every function is accessible from the keyboard, and as for VGA 
graphic . . . pah! This is one game where the four colours of CGA are not so much a 
restriction as a nostalgic and appealing aspect of the game. 

Sadly, the chaps behind this micro classic have gone on to greater things since 
applying its finishing touches in 1990 (Core Design started life purely as a third party 
developer for other publishers, but has since made a name as a publisher in its own right 
with such games as Corporation and Thunderhawk), so there's little or no chance of 
another sequel ever taxing your brain and twisting your fingers. 

But that shouldn't bother you for quite a few weeks yet, because if you're still reading 
this then you obviously haven't started playing yet. What are you waiting for? There's a 
Dangerous world out there just 
waiting to be conquered. 





■ Rick Dangerous 2 

■ Kixx ■ £9.99 
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GOLDEN AXE 

Virgin, £29.99 

All unusually successtul 
i Ml version (in PC tonus) of a 
ulitional hack and slash 
Mii-op - (iokk-n Axe offers a 
; K )ice ot male and female 

heroes, but it's still all just 

^t^aightfoPi^'ar(.l macho 
n u)dlelting really. 

PRINCE OF PERSIA 

Mirror Image, £9.99 

The amazing animated 
liaracters are only eclipsed by 
!ie depth of the play. An 

AlremeK' durable game, 
iiimber lour in our Readers' 
■ ' )p So, and a genuine 
> )ntender tor the greatest 
u lion game e\er. 

IVAN IRON MAN 
STEWART'S SUPER 
OFF-ROAD RACER 

Virgin, £29.99 

it's high-speed, four-wheel- 
driven action all the way in yet 
mother successful Virgin coin- 

>p cons ersion. More multi- 
i^la\'er tun than you can shake 
1 gearstick at. 

SPEEDBALL 

Mirror Image, £9.99 

1 lectic and brutal futuristic 
sporting action from the 
1 bitmap Brothers, with pinball, 
I )asketball and martial arts 
rolled into one great sucker 
punch. Only surpassed by ... 



MUDS 

Rainbow Arts, £24.99 

A peculiar 'future sport', where 
two teams of astonishingly 
ugly monsters try to throw an 
SFA (Small Furry Animal) into 
a basket. A strong blend of 
sick humour, action and 
strategy. Highly entertaining in 
a strange sort of way. 

VIRUS 

Mirror Image, £9.99 

A still-stunning 31) shoot 'em 
up (despite its advancing 
years), which rewards the time 
spent in mastering the controls 
with exhilarating and 
satisfying action. 

RICK DANGEROUS 2 

Kixx, £9.99 

As is this laugli-a-minule 
sequel, where the pint-sized 
hero once again has to 
negotiate his way through 
level after level of less than 
serious opposition. Pure 



platform-based arcade 
adventure over four levels 
packed with complex and 
testing puzzles. A hilarious 
masterpiece. 

SPEEDBALL 2 

Image Works, £30.99 

You gueSvSed it! A worthy 
sequel to the impressive 
original, featuring a larger play 
area, new rules, harder and 
faster action and a whole new 
management structure. The 
updated pitch allows for more 
violent plays plays. It appeals 
to sports fans as well as play 
tacticians. 

XENON 2 

Mirror Image, £9.99 

Still the ultimate in 
straightforward shoot *em ups, 
(above) featuring almost 
unlimited ship upgrades and a 
real difficulty curve. I1ie 
Bitmaps' signature metallic 
graphics are used to 
particulariy good efFea. 



INTERPHASE 

Mirror Image, £9.99 

A graphically 
impressive 'cyberpunk' 
3D action adventure set 
inside a 'Big Brother' 
computer. Unusual and 
playable in equal parts. 




SIMULATION 




CHUCK YEAGER'S 
AIR COMBAT 

Electronic Arts, £34.99 

Electronic Arts makes a real 
bid for MicroProse's king of 
the sim' title with this multi- 
plane flight and fight 
extravaganza, played out 
above three wars and 
scenarios and named after the 
first man to fly fasier than the 
speed of sound. 

F-29 RETALIATOR 

Ocean, £34.99 

An impressive, if slightly 
simplistic, simulation debut 
from the movie tie-in 
specialist. Gocxi speed, 
multiple missions and a choice 
of two experimental era It 
make this a good choice for 
those who value instant action 

CA tT .Ic C UI\K'\'. 

It also includes an option to 
play head-to-head with 



another human player via a 
modem. With the possible 
exception of Jetfighlcr, this has 
the easiest controls on any 
flight simulator. It's pure fun 
from the moment you take off. 

F117A STEALTH 
FIGHTER 

MicroProse, £39.99 

Nothing less than the state of 
the art in both subjea matter 
and programming technology, 
F117A features multiple radar- 
invisible missions rn er five 
theatres of war. Seeing is 
believing - an absolute must 
for serious flight fans. 
Apparently this simulation 
caused quite a .stir in military 
ciix \\ hen it came out l:)ecause 
of its accumcy. There are 
plenty of theatres of war in 
which to fly the craft, 
including Central Europe, the 
Middle East, Libya, Korea and 



Nortliem Cape, which vary in 
complexity and difficulty. 

FALCOH 3.0 

Spectrum HoloByte, 
£49.99 

Reviewed in PC Rc\ ic\s Issue 
4, Falcon 3.0 offers a strong 
action-based complement to 
MicroProse's F117A (see 
above). Beautifully presented, 
this simulation features head- 
to-head combat at the controls 
of the USAF's pride and joy, 
the F- 16 Fighting Falcon. As 
good as they come. 
Rated 9 

GUNSHIP 2000 

MicroProse, £39.99 

A nice break from the usual 
fixed- wing action, Gunship 
2000 is a strong progression 
from MicroProse's original 
(and highly popular) chopjxT 
simulation, with a strong 



MICROSNIPS 

25-29 GRANGE ROAD 
WEST 
BERKENHEAD 
MERSEYSIDE 
L41 4BY 

TEL: 051-6500500 



FAXMINSTER 
Specialist computer 
centre 

Unit 81 Tlie Galleria 
Hatfield, 
Hertfordshire 
AL10 9TF 

TEL : 0707 272919 
FAX : 0707 278449 



TOPSOFT COMPUTERS 

3 HAMBLETONIAN YARD 
STOCKTON-ON-TEES 
CLEVELAND 
TE18 IBB 

TEL : 0642 670503 
FAX : 0642 670956 

Specialists in all areas of home 
computing stocking a massive range 
of IBM PC Compatible leisure 
software 



BOLTON COMPUTER 

CENTRE 
148-150 CHORLEY OLD 
ROAD 

BOLTON 

BLl 3ET 

TEL : 0204 41937 
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SIMULATION 



ROMSOFT 
3 Abbey Walk 
Church Street 
Romsey 
Hants 
Tel 

0703 738505 



A/R COMPUTERS 

2GLASS STREET 
HANLEY 
STOCK-ON-TRENT 
STAFFS 
STl 2ET 
TEL : 0782 201471 



YORK COMPUTER CENTRE 

9 DAVYGATE CENTRE 
DAVYGATE 
YORK 
NTH. YORKSHIRE 
TEL: 0904 641862 
FAX: 0904 611375 

We stock a wide range of software 
hardware and accessories for most 
PC's try us!! 



WORTHING COMPUTER CENTRE 

7 Warwick Street 

Worthing 
West Sussex 

BNll 3DF 
Tel : 0903 210861 
Fax : 0903 232767 

Large selection of PC Amiga and 
Atari ST software as wellas a 
complete range of computer 
accessories 



storyline built in. Highly 
recommended. 

FLIGHT SIMULATOR 
v4.0 

Microsoft, £44.95 

An all-out 'simulator' as 
opposed to a 'simulation', 
version four offers precious 
little combat, but does offer 
the most realistic recreation of 
real flight that's possible to get 
from any home computer. The 
big Daddy of PC flight sims 
and a real learning experience. 

KNIGHTS OF THE 
SKY 

MicroProse, £40.86 

Chocks away for a historical 
joyride over the trenches of 
World War I in France. What it 
inevitably lacks in speed, 
Knights of the Sky makes up 
for with tense and gripping 
dogfight action. A nice break 
from the usual array of F-birds, 

LHX ATTACK 
CHOPPER 

Electronic Arts, £39.99 

Although it's now been 
superseded by MicroProse's 
Gunship 2000, LHX Attack 
Chopper still offers a mix of 
strong action, unusual 
gameplay (with unusual 
experimental aircraft) and a 
structure which works well 
enough for experts and 
amateurs alike. Control is 
simple yet comprehensive. It 
contains a wealth of gameplay 
options and three scenarios - 
set in Libya, Vietnam and 
Europe. 



MiG-29 SUPER 
FULCRUM 

Domarit, £40.85 

The sudden and unexpected 
end to the cold war allowed 
Western developers, game 
designers and programmers to 
check out and recreate a 
number of Soviet aircraft, the 
best result of which was this 
game, reviewed in Issue 2. 
In keeping with these changes, 
the aim of this game is to 
maintain the new world order. 
As a member of a UN peace- 
keeping force you are sent to 
free an unnamed area of South 
America which has come 
under rebel domination. 
Your goal is to knock out their 
headquarters. No easy task as 
the rebels themselves possess 
an impressive array of 
weaponry. Aircraft buffs will 



undoubtedly enjoy flying this i 
less technology-heavy plane. I 
Rated? 1 

RED BARON | 

Dynamix, £39.99 

It really needs a powerful PC 
to operate to its optimum 
ability, but once this is taken 
care of this is one of the most 
accurate and option-heavy 
simulations available. The 
most highly rated flight sim in 
our Readers' Top 50. 

JETFIGHTER II 

Veiocity, £39.99 

Concentrating on easily- 
accessible 'arcade-style' action 
rather than 'true'; simulation, 
Jetfighter II offers four aircraft, 
multiple enemies and 100 
missions. Neat, polished, 
accessible and lavishly 
presented. 



SECRET WEAPONS OF THE LUFTWAFFE 

Lucasfiim, £40.99 

Lucasfilm is a company which specialises in 
producing top-notch games in two distinct areas: 
animated graphic adventures (The Secret Of Monkey 
Island etc.) and historical flight sims, the best of 
which is this beauty, 
first reviewed in Issue 
1. The premise of the 
game is what if the jet 
and rocket-powered 
weapons the 
Germans were 
working on in the 
dying days of the war 
came into general use and their effect on the outcome 
of the war. Extra missions disks are now available. 
Rated 6 




SIMULATION 



mm 




4D SPORTS DRIVING 

IVIindscape, £30.99 

A hybrid of Domark's Hard 
Drivin' and Accolade's Test 
Drive games (more later), 
DSI's 3D racer is a one-on-one 
against an equally well 
equipped opponent. Comes 
complete with a course 
designer. 

BILL ELLIOT'S 

NASCAR 

CHALLENGE 

l\1irrorsoft, £35.99 

The trouble with North 
American Sports Car racing is 
that it all takes place on a 
circular course, which limits 
the game's variety. That aside, 
this is a good rendition of one 
of the fastest four-wheel 



activities there is. The game 
includes a host of options. 
You can choose cars, tracks, 
type of race - qualifying, 
apprentice or main event. 

CRASH COURSE 

Mirrorsoft, £30.64 

One of many 'clones' of 
Tengen's superb Hard Drivin' 
coin-op (the arcade world's 
most realistic driving 
simulator), this one features 
five courses plus your own 
track editor. 

INDIANAPOLIS 500 

Electronic Arts, £24.99 

Among the greatest 
simulations of any type 
available for the PC. You race 
against 32 other drivers in your 
bid for glory as the simulation 



lakes you from initial practice, 
warm-up laps, qualifying heats 
and the big race itself. 
Gasp in amazement at the 
realism ... then do it all again 
using one of the spectacular 
replay options. Unsurpassed. 

HARD DRIVIN' 2 - 
DRIVE HARDER 

Domark, £30.64 

Not so much a sequel, as a 
second attempt at converting a 
difficult coin-op - and good 
thing too as this is far better 
than the original. A real 
challenge. 

MARIO ANDRETTI'S 
RACING CHALLENGE 

Electronic Arts, £24.99 

Putting you at the wheel of 
everything from an Fl 
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TEAM SUZUKI 

Gremlin, £29.99 

Reviewed in Issue 1, 
Team Suzuki is almost 
like a flight simulator 
on the ground - and 
just as difficult to get 
to grips with! You get 
the chance to ride 
three classes of 

mototbikes, a 125cc with six speed automatic gearbox, 
and 250cc and 500 cc bikes both with six speed 
manual gearboxes. The game features a TV camera 
option so you can see yourself race. Team Suzuki is 
difficult to master but well worth the trouble - 
especially for bike fans. 
Rated? 




thunderbolt to a dirt-track 
buggy, MARC is as much fun 
as it is well executed. Only for 
users with faster processors 
though. 

TEST DRIVE III - THE 
PASSION 

Accolade, £30.64 

The 'passion' in the title 
presumably refers to the way 
that owners feel about the 
luxury cars featured here 
including a top of the range 
Lambourghini. Apart from that, 
it's a standard 3D driving sim 
with a few nice bells and 
whistles thrown in for good 
measure. 



SIMULATION..' 



SILENT SERVICE 2 

MicroProse, £35.75 

Historically and technically 
accurate (right down to the 
profusion of unreliable 
torpedoes), SS2 takes quite a 
bit of mastering but it's worth 
every minute. Some of the 
combat may seem over simple 
but they do provide an 
engrossing tactical exp)erience 
of being an American World 
War Two commander in the 
Pacific Ocean. It's got 
atmosphere in depth. 

DAS BOOT 

Three-Sixty, £35.99 

An unusually coherent and 
playable mix of action and 
strategy, this U-boat sim may 
not be as comprehensive as 
Silent Service 2, but it's a sight 
more accessible. The set-up 
screen consists of choosing the 
difficulty levels, type of 
submarine and how realistic 
you want the simulation to be. 
There are no huge manuals to 



read and you can get straight 
down to the action with 
training missions. These allow 
you to quickly get to grips 
with your submarine and get 
some quick battle exf)erience. 
Most combat elements are 
included such as torpedo runs 
and anti-aircraft gunnery 

TEAM YANKEE 

Empire, £35.75 

Based on Harold Coyles's 
novel, this is a similar game to 
MicroProse's Ml Tank Platoon, 
and a little more complex 
strategically. This is mainly 
down to having to control four 
platoons simultaneously. Team 
Yankee is also distinguished 
by the use of bitmapped 
graphics for the 3D rather than 
filled polygons. This helps to 
give the game a more 
absorbing atmosphere than 
many other simulations. Watch 
out for its sequel. Pacific 
Islands, which is coming soon. 



STIIATEGY 



COMMAND HQ 

Microplay, £34.99 

Similar in some ways to the 
popular board game 
Diplomacy, Command HQ 
puts the player in charge of 
everything the West's got in 
any one of three historical 
situations and one futuristic 
scenario set in 2023. The 
scenarios increase in 
complexity as the date 
progresses. For instance, you 
can start out with infantry, 
cruisers and subs in the early 
scenarios and end up with 
nuclear weapons, satellites and 
other high tech equipment in 



the later ones. Economics also 
plays a key role in the success 
of your war campaigns. 

SUPREMACY 

Virgin, £34.99 

Two huge civilisations battle it 
out for a single star system. 
Attack planets and then exploit 
them for resources vital to the 
war effort. 

Slick graphics and a more than 
user-friendly interface turn 
what's essentially a p>olitical 
power struggle into a hugely 
enjoyable mental workout - a 
most rewarding evening's 
entertainment. 



Ml TANK PLATOON 

MicroProse, £40.86 

A good tank simulation, made 
better by the faa that (as the 
name suggests), you take 
charge of a whole group of the 
metal beasts. There is a choice 
of engagements ranging 
between easy and hard, with 
optional enemy capabilities, 
from second line troops to the 
very best. Well structured and 
engrossing. 

RAILROAD TYCOON 

i\/licroProse, £35.75 

A completely unique game - 
and not just for trainspotters or 
overgrown kids either. Take 
control of a fledgling railway 
in the heyday of steam and use 
your best business acumen to 
take it across an entire 
continent - wiping out, or 
buying up, the opposition on 
the way. This forerunner of the 
superb strategy game 
Civilization is definitely not to 
be missed. 




HARPOON 

CHALLENGER PACK 

Three-Sixty, £49.99 

A good value package which 
comprises the highly- 
acclaimed naval simulator, 
plus its North Atlantic Convoy 
BattleSet - a must for serious 
naval strategists. 

UMS II 

Rainbird, £40.86 

Make your own wargames 
with this extraordinarily 
complex but powerful 
wargame generator. A program 
for anyone who feels serious 
about strategy gaming. 



AZURE COMPUTERS 

535 Bromford Lane 
Birmingham 
B8 2EA 
Tel : 021 789 6216 
Fax : 021 789 8499 

We stock latest software 
and hardware for PC free 
24hr despatch available 



GB MICROLAND 

7 Queens Parade 
(opposite MacDonalds) 
London Rd 
Waterlooville 
Hampshire 

Tel : 0705 25991 1 



MR DISK COMPUTER CENTRE 

8 SMALL BROOK QUEENSWAY 
BIRMINGHAM 
B5 4EN 

TEL: 0216161168 
FAX : 021 616 1256 

Birmingham's premier computer 
centre supliers of PC compatibles 
accessories and leisure software 
expert help always available. 





DATAGEM 


23 


Pitf ield Street 




London 




N1 6HB 


Tel 


: 071-608-0624 
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FANTAS 




COAST COMPUTING 

137/141 NORWOOD ROAD 
SOUTHPORT 
MERSEYSroE 
PR8 6EL 

TEL : 0704 501368 
FAX : 0704 533142 

We carry a full range of IBM PC 
Compatible hardware / software for 
business and leisure 



PLEASURE DROME 
6 Railway Court 
Dufferin Avenue 
Bansor 
Co Down 
BT20 3bu 

Tel : 0247 455327 
Fax : 0247 455327 

Because you're never too old to 
have a happy childhood 



VIKING COMPUTER CENTRE 
Ardney Rise 
Norwich 
Norfolk 
NR3 3QH 
Tel: 0603 425209 

One stop shopping for all your 
home and business computing 
needs - Norfolk's leading 
suppliers. 



BOLTON 
COMPUTER CENTRE 
148-150 CHORLEY OLD 
RD 
BOLTON 
BLl 3ET 

TEL: 
0204 41937 



BUCK ROGERS 

SSI, £34.99 

An unusual, highly successful, 
computer appearance for one 
of the cinema's early heroes. A 
conversion of a TSR board 
ganic, this lias all the usual SSI 
hallmarks: strong presentation, 
atmosphere and depth. It uses 
a variant of the AD&D 
computer games control 
system. 

BARD'S TALE 2 

Star Performers, £9.99 

The second - and arguably the 
most enjoyable - of the Bard's 
Tale series is one of the best of 
the 'old-style' (non-arcade) 
RPGs. Soon to be bundled with 
the other two in the series. 

CORPORATION 

Core Design, £34.99 

Very much in the '3D arcade' 
vein, Corporation achieves 
something which most 
computer games can only 
dream of - it creates and 
maintains a wholly realistic 
environment. It's a futuristic 
space opera in the confines of 
an ovemm conglomerate. You 
nnisl lead an elite team, 
e(iuipj)ed with stunning high- 
tech gear, enter the building 
and find out what is going on. 

ELVIRA, MISTRESS 
OF THE DARK 

Accolade, £40.86 

Although it's not exactly the 
type of game that you might 
expect from America's up-front 
queen of the B-movie (in other 
words, it's a tenuous licence 



tie-in), Elvira remains an 
impressive (if slightly shallow) 
adventure, nonetheless. 

TUNNELS & TROLLS 

New World, £30.99 

Once again based on a 
popular lx)ard-based RPG, 
T&T doesn't have a lot to ofFer 
in the presentation 
department, but makes up 
ground with a well structured 
plot. Combat can be automatic 
or manual and can even be 
humorous - such as pushing 
enemies away. Perhaps a little 
dated. 

WASTELAND 

Electronic Arts, £24.99 

Not notable for its up-to-date 
interface, Wasteland is 



however worth checking out 
for its unusual scenario - a 
post-holocaust nightmare 
replaces the usual dungeon- 
based stuff. 

MARTIAN DREAMS 

Origin, £36.99 

Origin's second adventure 
outside of the acclaimed 
I Itinia stable is an historic sci- 
fi jaunt in the style of H.G. 
Wells. Flawed, but enjoyable. 

THE SAVAGE EMPIRE 

Origin, £35.99 

The one that came before 
Martian Dreams, Savage 
Empire borrows from the plot 
of The Land That Time Forgot. 
It might not satisfy Ultima 
veterans, but who cares? 



EYE OF THE BEHOLDER 

SSI, £30.99 

Conceived and executed in the style of the classic 
Ehingeon Master, Eye of The Beholder is exciting and 
challenging in equal measure. It's one of the highly- 
successful Advanced Dungeons and Dragons games 
based on the TSR role-playing tabletop game. First you 
must choose your party 
of adventurers, their race 
(human, dwarf, elf etc) 
attributes (strength, 
intelligence) and a whole 
host of other details. The 
adventurer's view is of a 
3D dungeon and all the 
controls are mouse- 

driven. SSI has managed to maintain the feel and 
atmosphere of the original game while making the 
AD&D experience available to a lot more people. 





LOGICAL 

Rainbow Arts, £19.99 

Nicely paced and colourful 
arcade-based teaser which may 
just fail to provide any long- 
term interest. 

E.MOTION 

US Gold, £25.99 

An infuriatingly compulsive 
arcade teaser that's as hard to 
describe as it is to put down. It 
involves matching coloured 
balls together causing them to 
disintegrate. When they have 
all gone you move to another 
level - of which there are 50. 
Only approach it if you've got 
a lot of time on your hands. It 
was - and still is - an wholly 
original game. 



SARAKON 

Virgin, £19.99 

Similar to Shanghai, and also 
based on Mah Jongg, Sarakon 
stands head and shoulders 
above most of its 
contemporaries - in terms of 
difficulty at least. A I6xl6 
squared grid forms the basis, 
Square tablets each with a 
variety of symbols are placed 
randomly on the grid. 
The idea - as with many card 
games - is to combine and 
discard pairs of tablets until the 
grid is cleared. However, 
tactical play adds complexity. 
The first level of play is called 
'Stupid' and that's how you'll 
feel when you fail to complete 
it. Not for the faint of heart. 



THE SENTINEL 

Firebird 

No Longer Available 

Worth scouring the bargain 
bins for, Geoff Crammond's 
masterpiece is a rare breed - a 
strategy game comparable to 
chess which can only exist 
inside a computer. Easily the 
most atmospheric game of all 
time. 

SPOT 

Virgin, £24.99 

Easily confused with the board 
game Othello, this is actually 
an original game of its own - 
and a rather good one too. The 
original game is now quite old, 
but was recently rcx ainpcd 
and relaunched. 
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SoundBlaster Pro FEATURES 

* CD-ROM Interface 

* Digital & Analog Mixer 

• 22- Voice FM Music (Ad-Lib Compatible) 
• Digitised Voice Output (DMA) 

* Digitised Voice Input (DMA) 

* MIDI Interface included 

* Miaophone Amplifier & Jack 

• Power Amplifier * Volume Control 

• Bundled Software 

* And much, much more! 



SOUNDBLASTER v2 



SOUNDBLASTER Pro 




SOUNDBLASTER v2 SOUNDBLASTER Pro 
£97 £169 



SoundBlasterv2 is the best choice 
in stereo sound cards for the PC. 
With 1 1 FM sounds, built-in sam- 
pling from 4KHz to 23KHz. built-in 
MIDI interface, various bundled 
software; text-to-speech synthe- 
sis, josystick port, microphone am- 
plifier & jack, and Ad-Lib compat- 
ibility ensurethattheSoundBlaster 
card gives you a high specifica- 
tion sound card at an affordable 
price. 



The SoundBlaster Pro includes 
all the features of the original 
SoundBlaster and more! The Pro 
has 22 FM sounds, 4KHz to 44KHz 
sampling rate, CD-ROM interface, 
MIDI interface & cables as stand- 
ard and Stereo mixer & Sequencer 
software to give you complete 
control of your music and graphic 
presentations. The SoundBlaster 
Pro is the ultimate sound card for 
your PC. 




CD ROM & Multimedia Kit £349. 

Also with Midi Kit/Sequencer 
& Selection of Disks, £449 

West Point Creative have now released a complete 
Multimedia upgrade kit for the PC. Comprising of the 
stunning SoundBlaster Pro card, a high performance 
internal CD ROM drive, MS Windows + Multimedia 
extensions and a host of bundled software. The CD 
ROM has a 64K cache buffer and 1 50K per second 
data transfer rate. Also available is a further upgrade 
witch includes a MIDI Kit, SB Pro sequencer and the 
disks - Creative Sounds, Microsoft Bookshelf, Select 
Ware Systems demos, and 'Jones in the Fast Lane' 
game. Complies with the Multimedia PC standards, 
giving full multimedia compatability. 




TechnoLOG Digital Systems Limited, 
59 Friar Lane, Leicester LEI 5RB 
Tel: 0533 510610 Fax: 0533 514280 



All prices exclude VAT & Deliv- 
ery. Prices and specifications 
subject to change without notice. 
All trademarks acknowleged. 



Open 
Mon-Sat 
9am-6pm 
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ELECTRIC DREAMS 

C/0 ALLDERS 
NORTH END 
CROYDON 
SURREY 

TEL : 081 681 2577 



JOYSTICK 

130 Victoria Road West 
Cleveleys 
Blackpool 
Lanes 
Tel: 0255 862718 



DEVRON 

167 SHENLEY RAOD 
BOREHAM WOOD HERTS 
WD6 lAH 

TEL : 081-953-1283 



CRAZY JOES 

145 Effingham Street 
Rotherham 
South Yorkshire 
S65 IBL 

Tel : 0709 829286 



CHESSMASTER 3000 

Software Toolworks, 
£35.99 

Computer chess is computer 
chess - right' Well, yes ... but 
this one (reviewed in Issue 4) 
takes the pride of place 
through its presentation and 
u.ser friendliness. 
Rated 9 

VAXINE 

US Gold, £25.99 

A sort of follow-up to 
E.Motion, this adds an extra 
dimension - well, in graphic 
terms at least. You roam as an 
abstract representation of the 
body shooting rogue virus 
cells. The action ranges over 99 
levels with faster and meaner 
germs being introduced all the 
time. A new age pastime for 
the modem puzzle addia. 

WELLTRIS 

Infogrames, £39.94 

From the same fomer Soviet 
scientists who brought you 
Tetris comes this 3D variation 
on the original theme. The 
object is to manipulate falling 
shapes. The 3D aspects means 
the pieces appear to fall from 
alx)ve. It's good enough but 
how can you improve on 
perfection? 



SHANGHAI II 

Activision, £30.99 
A test of memory and 
skill using the Mah Jongg 
card set, this is now 
available in numerous PD 
incarnations, although 
none as polished as this 
'official' version 
(reviewed in Issue 1). 
Rated? 



PIPEMANIA 

Empire, £25.53 

Second only to the great Tetris 
as an invisible hour eater, this 
tale of twisting pipes and water 
will provide a challenge to 
even the hardest gamer. 

KLAX 

Respray, £7.99 

An unusual block-based game 
which uses colour coding 
rather than shapes to generate 
its puzzles. Not as addiaive as 
Tetris, but a nice short-term 
diversion. 

LOOPZ 

Audiogenic, £25.99 

Unusually compulsive puzzler 
which adds a new twist to the 
art of shape manipulation. 
Hard to find, but worth 
keeping an eye out ffn 




4D SPORTS BOXING 

l^indscape, £30.99 

They don't look very much like 
boxers, but the strange 
polygon-based pugilists 
featured here certainly move 
like them. The game features 



multi-views of the fights and 
also allows you to train and 
develop your fighters. 
Control of the fighters is also 
comprehensive, allowing you 
to walk towards an opponent, 
back off, circle left and right 



TV SPORTS BASKETBALL 

Cinemaware, £30.64 

Unlike most previous attempts at producing a realistic 
computer basketball 
simulation, this game 
doesn't try to fit in the 
whole court at once - 
and is greatly enhanced 
because of this. 
Essentially you control 
one on-screen player at 
a time, the rest of the 
players behave according to chosen tactics. Action 
ranges from pure arcade friendly game to hard-fought 
league matches. Competitive and playable. 




NIGHT SHIFT 

Lucasfilm, £30.99 

More of an arcade game than a 
pure puzzler, this does 
however have enough teasers 
incorporated to keep most 
gamers happy. Nicely 
humorous too. 

TETRIS 

Infogrames, £24.99 

The greatest puzzle/dexterity 
game of all time. This Soviet 
sensation involves moving 
different shaped blocks to fit 
them together. Everytime a 
horizontal line is completed it 
disappears. The more lines 
completed, the more points 
you collect. Watch out for the 
original Mirrorsoft version, 
which is still the best around. A 
classic timeless game. 




and punch. The game is most 
fun if played in company. 

BUDOKAN 

Star Performers, £10.99 

Pretentious in tone it may be, 
but Electronic Arts' multiple 
event martial arts challenge is 
still the best game of its type 
available. Players train in four 
forms of combat: karate, 
kendo, nunchaku and the bo 
staff During fights you must 
keep an eye on stamina and ki 
levels as these determine your 
state of health and the power 
of your blows. Excellent sound 
and graphics and an unusual 
level of depth and excitment 
for this type of game. 

HARDBALL 2 

Accolade, £25.53 

The defmitive rendition of 
America's favourite sport 
available for your computer. 

LINKS 

Access, £40.99 

A graphically impressive and 
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option-filled variation on the 
age-old theme of computer 
golf. Be warned though, it's 
only for those of you with 
powerful machines. 

PGA TOUR GOLF 

Electronic Arts, £25.99 

Overall, this has to be the best 
golf game currently available 
on any computer. It may not 
have Links' looks or options, 
but it makes up for this in 
terms of sheer playability. 

POWERBOAT USA 

Accolade, £30.99 

A deceptively playable 
simulation of a sp)ort which 
most of us would never even 
think about taking part in. 
Ignore the poor presentation - 
this could becomr :i taNourite 




HEART OF CHINA 

Dynamix, £39.99 

Another attempt at producing 
an interactive movie, Heart of 
China is notable for its arcade 
subseaions and - more 
importantly - its beautiful 
digitised graphics. 
Set in the 1920s in Hong Kong, 
the basic plot involves the 
fescue of a nurse who has 
been kidnapped by a ruthless 
tyrant. The point and click 
game control interface works 
smooth, removing the need for 
any typing. This evocative 
action adventure is a must for 
VGA users. 

EISURE SUIT LARRY V 

ierra, £39.99 

The other side of Sierra 
(contrasting nicely with the 
'family' style of King's Quest, 
etc,) is best depicted by Al 
Lowe's luckless lover boy, who 
this time around goes in search 
of the missing disks of Leisure 
Suit Lany IV. 

Here Larry must interview 
women to find a hostess for a 
sleazy TV show. But to Larry's 
cost, the Mafia becomes 
involved. More cheeky 
chuckles for fans of the series. 

SORCERERS GET ALL 
THE GIRLS 

Legend, £30.64 

Not as saucy as the title 
suggests, this is nevertheless an 
engrossing and perplexing 
adventure from the old school. 
It's really just a text adventure, 
but a complex, entertaining 
and satisfying one nonetheless. 



PRO TENNIS TOUR 2 

Ubi Soft, £29.99 

Multiple options are available, 
it looks good, it plays well - 
what more <j:ould you want** 
Choices include singles and 
doubles matches and type of 
court surface. There's even an 
option to play two on one. 
Reviewed in Issue 2, this is a 
definite ace. 
Rated 8 

SKI OR DIE 

Electronic Arts, £25.99 

A multi-event affair which 
takes a lighthearted view of 
Fergie's favourite winter 
pastime. There are five sub- 
games: snowball blast, 
downhill blitz, aero aerials, 
snowboard halfpipe and the 

ADVENTURE 

MAGNETIC SCROLLS 
COLLECTION 1 

Virgin, £34.99 

Reviewed in Issue 1, this three 
game package updates some of 
the adventure specialist's best- 
loved works using the all-new 
'Windows' system (as seen in 
Wonderiand).The games 
included are Corruption, Fish! 
and Guild of Thieves. Good 
value. 
Rated? 

THE SECRET OF 
MONKEY ISLAND 

Lucasfllm, £30.99 

A real joy to play, Lucasfilm's 
first tale of dark doings on the 
high seas used the wealth of 
experience gained over five 
years of development, Indiana 
Jones, etc, to produce one of 
the best adventures yet. 
The game is divided into three 
parts: the first deals with hero 
Guybrush Threepwood's 
attempets to become a pirate; 
the second his journey to 
Monkey Island; and the third 
all about the island itself. Good 
music, neat animation and 



intertube thrash. Points are 
scored for being the fastest or 
being able to leap the furthest. 
The presentation and 
execution are impeccable. Easy 
to get into and most enjoyable 
to boot - check it out. 

TV SPORTS 
FOOTBALL 

Mirror Image, £9.99 

This is, of course, American 
football rather than soccer. It 
combines strategy plays with 
fast arcade action. 
No longer the state of the art in 
terms of programming, but still 
a comprehensive and 
enjoyable rendition of the 
sport. Made more accessible 
than most by the usual 
cinema ware TV presentation. 



detailed graphics and a superb 
control system all combine to 
produce an enjoyable 
experience. 

THE SECRET OF 
MONKEY ISLAND 2 

Lucasfllm, £39.99 

More buccaneering brilliance 
with a smile on its face, as the 
original's hero, Guybrush 
Threepwood, once again takes 
on the evil ghost pirate 
LeChuck. this game 
demonstrates just how many 
brain-teasers can be 
constructed within the 
limitations of an icon-based 
control system. 
Outstanding VGA graphics 
with impressive lighting and 
shading add to the piratical 
atmosphere. It's also packed 
with jokes. Reviewed in issue 
3, this is a perfect progression 
from the original. 
Rated 9 

SPACE QUEST IV 

Sierra, £34.99 

In yet another ongoing saga, 
Sierra's comical space hero, 



INDIANA JONES AND THE LAST CRUSADE 

Lucasfilm, £30.99 

One of the great animated graphic adventures, with 
plenty of atmosphere, 
and humour, which has 
only really been 
surpassed by Lucasfilm's 
subsequent efforts (now 
available in a double 
pack with Zak 
McKracken And The 
Alien Mindbenders). 
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TOMORROWS WORLD 

27-33 PARAGON STREET 
HULL 
HUl 3NA 

TEL : 0482 215585 



AB COMPUTERS 

2 WHITE FRIAR 
COVENTRY 
CVl 2DU 

TEL: 
0203 550999 



DATA DIRECT 

53 RUGBY ROAD 
WORTHING 
WEST SUSSEX 
BNll 5NB 

TEL : 0903 700 811 



HARRODS 

ELECTRIC DREAMS 
COMPUTER 
DEPARTMENT 
87 Brompton Rd 
KNIGHTSBRIDGE 

LONDON SW7 
Tel : 071-730-1234 
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PC PROMOTION 
COMPUTER HOUSE 
86 GEORGE STREET 
NEWCASTLE UNDER 
LYME 
STOCK ON TRENT 
SD5 ION 

TEL : 0782 711237 



COMPUTERWISE 

394 Birmingham 
Rd, 
Wyld Green, 
Sutton Coldfield 
Tel : 021-382-3252 



ROADRUNNER 

Distribution 

Unit 14 
GUILDHALL IND ESTATE 
KIRKSANDALL 
DONCASTER 
DNS 1QR 

TEL: 0302 890000 



REWARDS HOME 
STORES 

822-824 KINGSTANDING 
ROAD 
KINGSTANDING 
BIRMINGHAM 
B44 9RT 
Tel : 021-354-2083 



Roger Wilco, once again boldly 
goes on a mission that's about 
as much to do with time travel 
as space exploration and never 
takes itself too seriously. Sierra 
fans will know exactly what to 
expect - the unexpected! 
And that means he has 
somehow landed slap bang in 
the scenario for Space Quest 
XII: Vohaul's Revenge and 
becomes involved with the 
Sequel Police who believe 
Roger's adventures have gone 
on far too long. Easy point and 
click interface control, odd-ball 
puzzles and digitised artwork. 



SPELLCASTING 

Legend, £39.99 

Like Sorcerers Get All The 
Girls, this one was develop)ed 
by the master of the tongue in 
cheek adventure game, Steve 
Meretzky. Reviewed in Issue 1, 
Spellcasting will appeal to any 
adventurer who doesn't take 
things too seriously. 
Rated? 

WONDERLAND 

Virgin, £34.99 

An adventure built and played 
through an all-new 'Windows- 
style' user interface, Magnetic 
Scrolls' Wonderiand turns 
Lewis Carroll's masterpiece into 
an absorbing beautifu' i n. 



KING'S QUEST V 

Sierra, £44.99 

Roberta Williams' King's Quest 
was the original animated 
adventure game - and over the 
years the series has gone from 
strength to strength. Highly 
entertaining and user-friendly, 
this is well worth clearing out 
your hard disk for. 

OPERATION 
STEALTH 

US Gold, £30.99 

A Bond-style adventure 
featuring the impressive 
Cinematique user-interface as 
developed by the ground- 
breaking French development 
icam, Delphine. 



Wtrate 




BATTLETECH 2 

Infocom, £39.99 

Based on a highly popular 
futuristic combat board game, 
Infocom's Battletech showed in 
no uncertain terms that there 
was potentially more to that 
late, great company than text 
adventures. 

Here huge mechanised 
monsters - Mechs - stride the 
land battling out with huge and 
powerful weapons. But this 
isn't just a shoot 'em up. There 
is a large degree of strategy 
involved. Reviewed in issue 3. 
Rated 5 

3D CONSTRUCTION 
KIT 

Domark, £44.99 

Build your own 3D worlds with 
this unusually powerful game 
creator from the team that 
brought you Total Eclipse and 
Driller. As well as constmcting 
the geometric scenery, you can 
also add your own borders and 
music, and set up animated 
effects. 

CASTLES 

Electronic Arts, £34.99 

Probably the only computer 
game ever to be set in Wales, 
Gistles sees the player design, 
build and then defend a castle. 
One for the long-term 
strategist. 

BATTLE CHESS II 

Electronic Arts, £24.99 

A follow-on from EA's original 
animated chess game, this 
brings the pieces to life in the 
same humorous way as its 
predecessor, while introducing 
the more unusual rules of 
Chinese Chess to a Western 
audience. 



DRAGON'S BREATH 

Palace, £31.64 

Almost a board game in its 
style (although this is defmitely 
a computer original). Dragon's 
Breath sees three human or 
computer-controlled players do 
battle through growing and 
nurturing battle dragons. 
Curiously underrated. 

ELITE PLUS 

MicroProse, £39.99 

Not so much a sequel as an 
upgrading of the classic space 
trading game. The aim is to 
achieve elite status in the areas 
of combat, trading and piloting 
your ship. The space battles are 
immense fun, providing a clean 
contrast to the trading sections. 

GODS 

Renegade, £34.99 

Reviewed in Issue 4, this was 
the first attempt at an arcade 
adventure by the Bitmap 
Brothers. "The best platform 
game to appear on the PC to 
date." 
Rated 8 



LIFE & DEATH II 

Software Toolworks, 
£35.99 

Your chance to work in the 
theatre - the operating theatre 
that is. Hilarious, messy and 
harmless, exactly what 
computer games should be. 

MIDWINTER 

Rainbird, £35.75 

An instant classic, Maelstrom 
Games' 3D extravaganza looks 
so good that you might just 
forget it's an all-action game 
too. It covers 'green' issues 
including global warming ani 
the threat of a premature ice 
age. Essential purchase and a 
landmark in computer 
entertainment. 

POPULOUS 

Electronic Arts, £29.99 

This is one of the rare breed 
that's so mould-breaking that 
it's almost become a generic 
term. Now available in a 
double-pack with Sim City, this 
is unusual, indescribable and a 
true work of genius - buy it. 



CIVILIZATION 

MicroProse, £39.99 

From the pen of Sid 
'Railroad Tycoon* Meier, 
Civilization (reviewed in 
Issue 1) takes the player 
on a power trip through 
history. As the leader of 
a pre-historic wandering tribe you start out by finding 
a place to setde, expanding your population and the 
lands they inhabit. Slowly you lay the foundations of a 
society, building roads, towns, cities etc, and prepare 
for attacks from barbarian tribes. An immensely 
satisfying strategy game of planning, conquest, 
negotiation and exploration. Thoroughly addictive. 
Rated? 
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POWERMONGER 

Electronic Arts, £29.99 

i bullfrog s next ont* on trom 
Populous didn l ha\c (juilc the 
same impact as its predecessor, 
but it remains a t lassie 
warganie and graphically 
impressive lo lxK)t. 
There is an option to connect 
computers together via a 
modem or direct cable so two 
human players can compete 
head-to-head. The game also 
supports a network option 
allowing four-player 
competition. 

The amount of detail in the 
game is incredible - birds 
Ristling feathers, voices of 
blacksmiths in their workshops 
and cheering. An epic 
entertainment. Check out the 
review in Issue 3- 
Rated 8 



SIM CITY 

Infogrames, £30.64 

Anotlier game to have 
spawned a thousand clones, 
Maxis' mix of town planning, 
ci isis management and 
downright megalomania has 
achieved the imp>ossible - to 
make urban politics fun! 
Build up your town from a 
green field site, populate it 
\\ ith people, give them a 
transport network and 
services, and then try to 
maintain law and order as they 
take on a life of their own. 
Defintiely not to be mi.s.sed. 

SIM EARTH 

Ocean, £40.86 

Not so much a worid manager 
as a worid builder, Maxis 
followed Sim City with an 
educational tool based on the 



Gaia hypothesis and puts the 
player in charge of every single 
aspect of a living planet, from 
the raising and lowering of 
land masses to the creation 
and population of the seas. 
The program is enormously 
flexible. You need a 286 or 
above to really appreciate the 
game. Complex in the 
extreme, and detailed enough 
to keep your interest for many 
months. 

STELLAR 7 

Dynamix, £44.99 

Remember the original arcade 
game Battlezone? Dynamix' 
interpretation is a bit more 
colourful, but thankfully the 
old-fashioned game play has 
not been thrown out with the 
old-fashioned presentation. It's 
just as addictive now as then. 
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ATTENTION: 
MANUFACTURERS, 
DISTRIBUTORS, 
PUBLISHERS AND 
RETAILERS 

While we aim to make the buyer's 
guide as comprehensive as possible 
we need your help to keep our 
readers informed of all your special 
offers and promotional deals. If you 
have any forthcoming promotions or 
special offers which would be of 
interest to PC owners, let us know and 
we'll tell our readers. 



ATTENTION: READERS 

We hope that you've found the 
buyer's guide useful and entertaining, 
but we also want to keep improving it 
to meet your needs. Tell us what you 
like or dislike, what sections you'd 
like to see added or changed, and 
we'll do our best to accommodate the 
most popular suggestions. Please 
write to us at: 

PC Review, Priory Court, 30- 
32 Farringdon Lane, London 
ECIR 3AU. Tel: 071-972 6700. 



THE COMPUTER STORE 

21A Printing Offfice Street 
DoncasterDNl ITP 
Tel : 0302 325260 

40 Trinity Street Arcade 
Leeds LSI 60N 
Tel : 0532 429284 

13 Westmoreland Street 
Wakefield WFl IPN 

Tel ; 0924 290159 

14 St Sampsons Square 
York YOl 2RR 

Tel : 0904 646934 

10 Square 
The Woolshops 
Halifax HXl IRU 
Tel : 0422 369077 

4 Market Place 
Huddersfield HDl 2AN 
Tel: 0484 514405 

10 St Peters Way 
The Eagle Centre 
Derby DEI 2NR 
Tel : 0332 202960 

34-36 Ivegate 
Bradford BDl ISW 
Tel : 0274 732094 

44 Market Street 
Barnsley S70 ISN 
Tel : 0226 284124 

5 Cole Street 
Scunthorpe DN15 6RA 
Tel : 0724 827985 

41A Broadwalk 
The Braodmarsh Centre 
Nottingham NGl 7LH 
Tel : 0602 598645 

125 Pinstone Street 

Sheffield 

SI 2HL 
Tel : 0742 780083 

75 Prospect Street 
Prospect Centre 
Hull 
HU2 8PW 
Tel : 0482 25536 

THE COMPUTER STORE 



PCRgVIEWWLY W2 




OFTWARE CITY 



Unit 4, B.D.C., 21 Temple Street, Wolverhampton. WV2 4AN. 
Tel: 0902 25304. Fax : 0902 712751 

CALL US ON : 24 HOUR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 0902 25304 
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3D Construction Kit 34.99 34.99 

3D Pool 9.99 9.99 

A10 Tank Killer Enhanced Version 27.99 27.99 

ATP (Airline Transport Pilot) 27.99 27.99 

Advantage Tennis 21.50 21.50 

Are we there yet 21 .50 21 .50 

Bards Construction 21 .50 

Battle Chess 2 17.50 17.50 

Battle Chess 2 Windows 24.99 24.99 

Battletech 2 24.99 24.99 

Blues Bros 17.50 17.50 

Brian Clough's Football Fortunes .10.99 N.A 

Bridge Player 21 50 21 .50 21 .50 

Budokan 9.99 9.99 

Cadaver (EGA or VGA) 24.99 24.99 

California Games 7.99 7.99 

Castles 24.99 24.99 

Charge of the Light Brigade 24.99 24.99 

Chesmaster 2100 17.50 17.50 

Chessmaster 3000 24.99 24.99 

Chessplayer 2150 17.50 17.50 

Chips Challenge 1 7.50 1 7.50 

Chuck Yeager Air Combat 24.99 24.99 

Civilisation 27.99 27.99 

Colossus Bridge 4 13.99 N.A 

Colossus Chess 10 17.50 N.A 

Conquest Longbow 27.99 27.99 

Double Dragon 9.99 9.99 

Elite Plus 27.99 27.99 

Elvira Arcade 17.50 17.50 

Emperor (N«w) 27.99 27.99 

European Super League 17.50 17.50 

Eye of the Beholder 21.50 21.50 

Eye of the Behokler 2 (ftow) 24.99 24.99 

F1 4 Tomcat 24.99 24.99 

F15 Strike Eagle 2 .24.99 24.99 

F19 Stealth Fighter 27.99 27.99 

F29 Retahator 24.99 24.99 

F1 1 7A Nighthawk 27.99 27.99 

Flight Sim 4 36.99 36.99 

Flight Sim 4 Add on Package 

Desgign Scenery & Extra Planes . 21 .50 21 .50 

Flight Sim 4 Digital Sound & Specch24.99 24.99 

Flight Sim 4 Great B Scenery Disk 27.99 27.99 

Flight Sim 4 New Facilities Locator21 ,50 21 .50 

Flight Sim 4 Pilot Scenery East USA55.99 55.99 

Flight Sim 4 Pilot Scenery West USA55.99 55.99 

Fkx)r13 24.99 24.99 

Football Manager 2 & Expansk>n Pk9.99 9.99 

Fun School 3 (U5) 17.50 17.50 

Fun School 3 (5-7) 17.50 17.50 

Fun School 3 (7+) 17.50 17.50 

Fun School 4 (under 5 17.50 17.50 

Fun School 4 (5-7) 17.50 17.50 

Fun School 4 (7+) 17.50 17.50 

Geisha 17.50 17.50 

Godfather 21.50 21.50 

Gunship 2000 27.99 27.99 

HarpVer 1 2.1 + Battteset 2 (N«w) 24.99 24.99 

Harpoon Battleset 3 (New) 10.99 10.99 

Harpoon Battleset 4(N*w) 10.99 10.99 

Heart of China (EGA or VGA) 27.99 27.99 

Heroes of the Lance (New Price).. . 7.99 7.99 

Home Alone 21.50 21.50 

Indiana Jones Last Crusade (Act) ...7.99 7.99 

Jack Nicklaus Golf and Course Des27.99 27.99 

Jet Fighter 2 27.99 27.99 

Joe Montanas American FootbaJI.. 24.99 24.99 

Jungle Book 7.99 7.99 

Kick Off 2 17.50 17.50 

Kings Quest 5 HD (EGA or VQA) ..27.99 27.99 

Kings Quest 5 HD (VGA) 31 .99 31 .99 

Klax 7.99 7.99 

Le Chucks Revenge (Monkey l82) 24.99 24.99 

Leather Goddesses of Phobos 9.99 9.99 

Leisuresuit Larry (VGA) (New version) 27.99 ...27.99 

Leisuresuit Larry Looks for Love ...27.99 27.99 

Leisuresuit Larry 3 27.99 27.99 

Leisuresuit Larry 5 (EGA or VGA) .27.99 27.99 

Lemmings 24.99 24.99 

Links 27.99 27.99 

Links Bayhill Additional Course 12.99 12.99 

Links Bountiful Additional Course . 12.99 12.99 

Links Firestone Additional Course. 12.99 12.99 

Links Hyatt Addtiional Course 12.99 12.99 

Links Pinehurst Additional Course. 12.99 12.99 

Manchester Unt 17.50 17.50 
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Mario Andretti's Racing Challenge 21 .50 21 .50 

Martian Memorandium (LD or HD) 27.99 27.99 

Mavis Beacon 2 (Typing Tutor) 24.99 24.99 

Mavis Beacon 2 (Windows) 24.99 24.99 

Megatraveller 2 24.99 24.99 

Might and Magte 3 (HD or LD) 27.99 27.99 

Mike Ditkas Football 24.99 24.99 

Moonwalker 7.99 7.99 

North and South 7.99 7.99 

Nova 9 .27.99 27.99 

Outrun 7.99 7.99 

PGA Tour Gotf 21.50 21.50 

Paperboy 2 (New) 17.99 17.99 

Pitfighter 21.50 21.50 

Polk» Quest 3 (VGA) 27.99 27.99 

Pools of Darkness (HD) 21 .50 21 .50 

Populous 9.99 9.99 

Poulous/Sim City 24.99 24.99 

Populous Promised Lands Add On .5.99 5.99 

Ports of Call 24.99 24.99 

Prince of Persia 21 .50 21 .50 

Railroad Tycoon 24.99 24.99 

Red Baron (EGA or VGA) 27.99 27.99 

Resolution 101 (New Price) 9.99 9.99 

Rklers of Rohan 24.99 24.99 

Rise of Dragon (VGA) 27.99 27.99 

Rules of Engagment 24.99 24.99 

Sarakon 13.99 13.99 

Secret of Monkey Island 21 .50 21 .50 

Secret of Monkey Island 2 

(Le Chucks Revenge) 24.99 24.99 

Secret of Silver Blades 21 .50 21 .50 

Secret Weapons of the Luftwaffe ..27.99 27.99 

Secret Weapons P38 (Add on Di8C)12.99 12.99 

Sherman M4 7.99 7.99 

Shinobi 9.99 9.99 

Shufflepack Cafe 7.99 7.99 

Silent Servk» 2 24.99 24.99 

Sim City Popukjus 24.99 24.99 

Sim City Architecture 2 10.99 N.A 

Sim Earth 27.99 27.99 

Simpsons 21.50 21.50 

Sorcerers Appliance 27.99 27.99 

Sorcerers Get all the Girls 21 .50 21 .50 

Space Ace 2 (New) 27.99 27.99 

Space Quest 1 (VGA New version 3D Graphks) 

27.99 27.99 

Space Quest 4 (VGA HD) 27.99 27.99 

Speedball 9.99 9.99 

Speedball 2 (VGA or EGA) 24.99 24.99 

StargWer 9.99 9.99 

Strip Poker Deluxe 2 21.50 21.50 

Stunt Car Racer 7.99 7.99 

Terminator 2 21.50 21.50 

Test Drive 3 .21.50 21.50 

Tetris 17.50 17.50 

Their Finest Hour 21 .50 21 .50 

Thier Finest Missions 10.99 10.99 

Thunderhawk 24.99 24.99 

Thunderstrike (N«w Prlc«) 9.99 9.99 

Time Quest 24.99 24.99 

Trivial Pursuit 17.50 17.50 

TV Sports Football 9.99 9.99 

UMS 2 27.99 27.99 

Ultimate Golf (New Price) 1 1 .99 11 .99 

Volified 17.50 17.50 

Watertoo 9.99 9.99 

West European Scenery Disk 12.99 12.99 

Western Front (HD) 24.99 24.99 

Willy Beamish (EGA or VGA) 27.99 27.99 

Wing Commander -t- Missnns 1&2 (CD ROM) 

Wing Commander (HD or LD 24.99 24.99 

Wing Commander Mission Disk ...10.99 10.99 

Wing Commander Secret Missions 

(HD or LD) 10.99 10.99 

Wing Commander 2 LD N.A 27.99 

Wing Commander 2 HD N.A 27.99 

Wing C.r 2 Speech Access Pk (HD)12.99 12.99 

Wing Commander 2 Special Op (HD) 13.99 13.99 

Wings of Fury 7.99 7.99 

Wizard of Oz 15.99 15.99 

Wonderiand 24.99 24.99 

World Class Leaderboard 7.99 7.99 

WWF Wrestlemania 21.50 21 .50 

Xenon 9.99 9.99 

Xenon 2 9.99 9.99 

Zork 1 or 2 or 3 9.99 9.99 



SIX TKKN HIT ( OMPILATIONS 



★ AIR, SEA AND LAND if 

688 ATTACK SUB. INDIANAPOLIS 500 & 



★ ACTION MASTERS ★ 

F16 Combat Pilot, Turbo Outrun. Welltris. Italy '90 



★ VIRTUAL REALITY VOL 1 ★ 

Midwinter, Carrier Command, Stunt Car Racer, 
Starglider 2 & Int Soccer Challange 



•k AIR COMBAT ACES ★ 

Falcon Gunship & Fighter Bomber 
PC ALL FORMATS £24.99 



★ MOVIE PREMIERS 

Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles Gremlins 2 Back to 
the Future 2 & Days of Thunder 
PC ALL FORMATS 



-k VIRTUAL WORLDS^ 

Driller, Total Eclipse, The Crypt, & Castle Master 



★ AIR & SEA SUPREMACY ★ 

Silent Service Gunship F15 Strike Eagle Carrier 
Command & P47 Thunderbolt 
PC ALL FORMATS 



★ TEST DRIVE 2 COLLECTION* 

Test Drive 2 (The Duel), Musclecars. Euro 
Challenge, Super Cars & California GamesPC 



★ THE TOP LEAGUE* 

Speedball 2 Rick Dangerous 2, Falcon Midwinter 
& TV Sports Football 



MEGA SOUND 

(Ad Lib Compatible) Audio Card 
The perfect Audio card for your PC. FM Music Synthesiser Micro Chip. 11 
Melody Voices or 6 Melody Voices -i- 5 percussion Instruments. Digital 
Surround effects. Power Amilfier 2/4 Watts per channel. Standard " Walkman 
Gold plated Earphones included Drives Stereo Power Amplifiers or Ster HiFi 
Sets. Fully Ad Lib Compatible. Adjustable Volume Control 
NEW LOW PRICE £55.00 
INCLUSIVE OF CARRIAGE 



3.5" POUeiE SIPEP. POUPLE PENSITY 



1 0.59 




5.25 100 PIECE DISC BOX 


£7.99 


10 5.50 




3.5 40 PIECE DISK BOX 


£6.99 


25 12.50 




3.5 80 PIECE DISK BOX 


£7.99 


PIECE DISC BOX £6.99 




MOUSE MAT 80mm 


£2.99 


HINT BOOKS 




HINT BOOKS 




688 Anack Sub 


5.00 


Kings Quest 1 ,2.3,4 


8.99 


Bards Tale 1 or 2 or 3 


5.00 


Leisuresuit larry 1 ,2,3 


6.99 


Black Caukjron 


7.99 


Loom 


5.00 


Buck Rogers 


7.99 


Man Hunter in San Francisco 


8.99 


Champions of Krynn 


7.99 


Might and Magk; 2 


5.99 


Colonels Bequest 


8.99 


Police Quest 2 


8.99 


Conquest of Camelot 


8.99 


Pool of Radiance 


7.99 


Curse of Azure Bonds 


7.99 


Powermonger (New) 


7.99 


Death Knights of Krynn 


7.99 


Quest for Gtory 2 


7.99 


Dragons of Flame 


4.00 


Rise of the Dragon 


7.99 


Elvira 


4.99 


Savage Empire 


5.99 


Eye of Behokler 


7.99 


Secret of the Silver Blades 


7.99 


Gateway Frontier 


8.99 


Secret of Monkey Island 


5.99 


Heroes of the Lance 


4.00 


Space Quest 1 ,2,3 


8.99 


Heroes Quest (Quest for Gtory 


8.99 


Starflight 1 ,2 


5.00 


Hillsfar 


7.99 


Ultima 5.6 


5.99 


Immortal 


7.50 






Indiana Jones the Adventure 


4.99 







ORDER FORM AND INFORMATION 

All orders sent FIRST CLASS subject to availability. Just fill in the coupon and send it 
to: SOFTWARE CITY, Unit 4, The BDC, 21 Temple Street, Wolverhampton. WV2 4AN. 

QRPER FORM 

NAME 

ADDRESS. 



POSTCODE TEL NO : . 



Name of Game 


Computer 


Value 








Postage 




TOTAL 





POSTAGE RATES : Please add 50p for post & packing on all orders under £5. EEC countries add £1 

per item. Non EEC countries add £2 

PAYING BY CHEQUE - Cheques payable to Software City. 

Card Type Expiry Date 

Card No: 

EUROPEAN ORDERS 

Signature: master cars 

Date : eurocard accepted PCR 04/92 
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Because all of us here at PC Review are PC users 
as well as reviewers we're perfectly placed to 
know that shopping for your PC can be a 
veritable nightmare, even if you're looking for 
something as simple as a joystick. The PC's open 
architecture has meant that expanding the machine is a 
fairly simple operation, but it's also meant that, during 
its 10 years of existence, the machine has attracted an 
enormous number of manufacturers of both hardware 
and software. The choice facing the potential buyer is 
vast and continually growing. 

That's why we've set aside more than 10 pages in 
each issue to guide you through the quagmire of 
hardware and software. Within this section you'll find 
up to date information on the very best hardware and 
software available. Not only will we tell you what you 
can buy, but where you can buy it from and how much 
it will dent your pocket. 

We don't claim that the guide in a single issue is 
exhaustive, but over the course of a few 
months you'll find it builds up into an invaluable 
reference work for PC buyers. 
Happy browsing! 




HARDWARE 

Memory Upgrades 112 

Hard Cards 112 

Hard Disk Drives 112 

Graphics Cards 113 

ADD-ONS 

Soundboards 113 

Joysticks 113 

Mice and Trackballs 113 

Modems 114 

Dot Matrix Printers Under £300 114 

InkJet Printers 115 

Laser Printers 115 

External Disk Drives 115 

CD ROM Drives 115 

Hand Scanners 116 

Digitisers 116 

SOFTWARE 

Graphics 116 

Desktop Publishing 116 

Communications Il6 

Composing Software 117 

Anti-Viral Toolkits 117 

Miscellaneous Utilities/Productivity Software 117 

ANCILLARY 

Portable Computers 118 

Maintenance and Repair 119 

DIRECTORY 119 



HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE ] 

We've divitlcd the j^iiide into four easy to use section**:! 
Harchvare lists add-ons and upgrades that will improve^ 
your 1H:\s performance or add features not available] 
on the basic model; Software j;;ives y*)u a run down of? 
a wide-range of productivity software and utility! 
programs; Ancillary is for those of you who want tai 
invest in a new machine or simply keep your existing^ 
machine In tip-top condition. \ 
Within each section you'll llnd tliat we ve listed the, 
basic capabilities of eiicli pnKluct as we ll as any majors 
plus or minus points. If youVe a little confused by^) 
Technos|H*ak (and aren't we all from time to tinje) justi 
turn to our I tu hniinf Irrws pan<'ls lor a simple] 
explanation. "{ 
All of the prices ]L;iven are inc lusivi of V Al a( I 
although where tliere is no recommended retail pricey 
for a particular product we've listed the average price^ 
thus: ci5S0. Please bear in miiul (hat these prices dc^ 
not include postage anti packaging, courier charges,] 
etc. j 
If you require further details on a product then sini|)ly| 
l<M>k up the supplier in our diret tory when- ><mi II lind? 
an appropriate telephone number and addre ss. I 
What could he simpler}^ \ 



We have dttnv evetylhiuf* htimnnly Itosstble to check the 
infottnatiifti in this f^tiide. Hut Itrlces ilo chan}»e, disttibution 
switches /mm aue company to another, evett brand names can Iw 
updated While we will update the infonnation re^tdarly to take 
account of this, we can't be held responsible for any errors 
contained herein 

Any<fne - suppliers, publishers, readers - who ktmws o>f 
products suitable for imlusion hut which have mysterufusly been 
omitted can write in with details (write, please, dont phone) to 
the atidress at thefnmt of the magazine. 
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OHM ELECTRONICS LTD 
515 PINNER ROAD NORTH 
HARROW MIDDX 

HA2 6EH 
Tel : 081-427-0545 
Fax : 081-863-7930 

AMSTRAD COMMODORE 
OLIVETTI ALSO PCS BUILT TO 

YOUR SPECIFICATIONS. PC 
GAMES ACCESSORIES WE ALSO 
REPAIR AND UPGRADE PCS 



COMPUTER ADVENTURE 
WORLD 

STRATEGY, RPG, SIMULATION 
SPECLVUSTS 

BANK BUILDINGS 
CHARING CROSS, 

BIRKENHEAD 

051-666-1132 
318 KENSINGTON, 

LIVERPOOL 

051-263-6306 



AR COMPUTERS 
2 GLASS STREET 

HANLEY 
STOKE - ON TRENT 

STAFFS 

STl 2^J 
TEL: 0785 222551 

150 NEWPORT ROAD 
STAFFORD 
ST16 2EZ 



CRAWLEY COMPUTERS 
(CROWBOROUGH) LTD 

1 THE PARADE, 
ERIDGE ROAD, 
CROWBOROUGH, 
EAST SUSSEX 
TN6 2SH 

TEL : 0892 667122 



MEMORY UPGRADES 

Most PCs will take extra memory chips, either 
on a slot-in card, or directly onto the 
motherboard - and just as well, given the latest 
crop of memory hungry games. The minimum 
RAM acceptable these days is 640K; some 
older PCs (such as the Amstrad PCI 5 12) were 
sold with 512K. However, an increasing 
number of games make use of extended or expanded memory above 640K, and you'll need a good 
2Mb should you ever want to run Windows. The prices quoted here are for a seleaion of IBM and 
Amstrad machines. Prices for other clones may vary. 



Size/Type 


Price 


Comments 


Supplier 


IMb/Card 


£94 


For IBM XT 


Memory Direct 


2Mb/Card 


£146.88 


For IBM XT 


Memory Direct 


2Mb/Card 


£164.50 


For IBM AT 


Memory Direct 


2Mb/Card 


£246.75 


For IBM AT (LIM 4) 


Memory Direct 


4Mb/Card 


£339.57 


For IBM AT (UM 4) 


Memory Direct 


640K/Chip Set 


£29.95 


For Amstrad PC1512 


Evesham Micros 


4Mb/Chip Set 


£160 


For Amstrad PC2286 


Evesham Micros 


l6Mb/Chip Set 


£815.45 


For Amstrad PC2386 


Memory Direct 



TECHNICAL TERMS 

The original XTs and ATs could only directly address a maximum of 640K of RAM, but there are 
two methods of extending the available RAM on these machines. Tlie first is known as Extended 
Memory (memory located above the first megabyte which can Ix* directly addressed by the 80286 
and its successors), while the alternative is Lotus Intel Microsoft Expanded memory 
Specification (LIM EMS), named after the three companies that developed it. LIM 4 is the latest 
version of this, designed to work with DOS version 4.0 and beyond. Most software that uses 
extended or expanded memory is configured to work with only one of these systems, so you 
should check which of them your applications support before you make a buying decision. 

HARD CARDS 

No room for a hard disk drive? Want a simple plug in, cheaper solution? Hard cards fit into a fret- 
expansion slot and can be used as a conventional hard drive. 

• The XL versions of Time's Smartcards are supplied without driving software. If you wish to buy the 
version with the software please add 147 to the listed price. 



Model 




Type 


Capacity 


Speed 


Width 


Price 


Supplier 


Smartcard 


30XL 


XT/AT 


32Mb 


24ms 


1 Slot 


£205.62 


Time 


32MbXT 




XT 


32Mb 


40ms 


1.5 Slots 


£186.83 


RSC 


Smartcard 


40XL 


XT/AT 


40Mb 


24ms 


1 Slot 


£229.13 


Time 


45MbXT 




XT 


45Mb 


19ms 


1 Slot 


£233.83 


RSC 


45MbAT 




AT 


45Mb 


19ms 


1 Slot 


£233.83 


RSC 


Smartcard 


lOOXL 


XT 


100Mb 


19ms 


1 Slot 


£417.13 


Time 


Smartcard 


lOOXL 


AT 


100Mb 


19ms 


1 Slot 


£534.63 


Time 



TECHNICAL TERMS 

Cards which occupy 1.5 slots will prevent you from plugging a full length card into the adjacent 
expansion slot, so check the arrangements of existing cards in your PC and plan carefully if you 
intend to utilise any unoccupied slots in the future. The speed of a card is an indication of its 
average seek time (the time it takes for the read/write heads to reach the appropriate location on 
the disk). 

•RSC's cards are supplied with a free copy of Norton Utilities v.5 (RRPJil39) 

HARD DISKS 



Model 


Interface 


Capacity Speed Size 


Price 


Supplier 


Seagate ST325N 


SCSI 


32Mb 


28ms 


3.5" 1" high 


£205.63 


Dataplex 


Seagate ST351A/X 


AT/XT 


42Mb 


28ms 


3.5" 1" high 


£193.88 


Dataplex 


Seagate ST125A 


IDE 


21Mb 


28ms 


3.5" half height 


£170.38 


Corporate Upgrades Licl 


Seagate ST157A 


IDE 


44Mb 


28ms 


3.5" half height 


£163.33 


Corporate Upgrades Ltd 


Seagate ST225 


MFM 


21Mb 


65ms 


5.25" half height 135.13 


Dataplex 


Conner CP3024 


IDE 


21Mb 


27ms 


3.5" 1" high 


£176.25 


Unimart Computers Ltii 


Conner CP3044 


IDE 


42Mb 


25ms 


3.5" 1" high 


£217.38 


Unimart Computers Lid 



TECHNICAL TERMS 

You can only fit an internal hard drive if you have a suitably sized spare drive port in your 
machine. If you are at all unsure you should first check with the supplier of your machine which 
size of hard drive you will be able to fit. There are a numl^er of different hard drive interfaces in 
use so make sure that you buy the appropriate drive. 
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If you're using a PC which has only floppy disk drives, then a hard drive could change your life. 
With capacities ranging from 20Mb to well over 100Mb (more in business heavyweight machines), 
you can store all your programs, all your data, on the one drive, and still access it far more quickly 
than on floppy. No more disk-swapping every five minutes, no more booting DOS from floppy 
every time you switch on. Also, more and more games these days actually require you to install 
them on a hard disk. 

GRAPHICS CARDS 

The PC has had a long and chequered history of diff^erent graphics standards, thanks to IBM's 
decision not to include graphics at all in the original machine. The current best standard now for 
games is VGA (Video Graphics Array): with a maximum of 256 colours on-screen, this really shows 
ofi^ the potential of PC games. 



Type 


RAM 


Size 


Resolution 


Colours 


Price 


Supplier 


Hercules 


64Kb 


8-Bit 


640x350 


2 


£28.20 


Watford Electronics 


CGA 


64Kb 


8 bit 


320x200 


4 


£37.60 


Watford Electronics 


EGA 


256Kb 


8-Bit 


640x350 


16 


£76.38 


Watford Electronics 


VGA 


512K 


16 bit 


1024x768 


256 


£92.83 


Dataplex 


SVGA 


1Mb 


16 bit 


1024x768 


256 


£92.83 


DS Computers 



• Watford Electronics graphics cards are all supplied with a built-in parallel printer port. 

SOUNDBOARDS 

Until recently, the best the PC could produce in the way of sound was 'beep'. But the advent of 
soundboards has changed things dramatically. A soundboard will take up a single expansion slot 
and produce genuine music and background sound effects in the games which support it - which is 
an ever-increasing numlx^r these days. Below are the 'standard' soundboards catered for by most 
titles. 

Name Supplier Price 

AdLib Mindscape £89.99 

Comment Currently the most popular system, and a good trade-off between price and 
performance. 

LAPC-1 Roland £379.00 

Comment Superb sound quality probably priced out of the reach of many games players. Non 
AdLib-compatible. 

SoundBlaster v2.0 WestPoint Creative £139-95 

Comment AdLib-compatible and capable of producing sampled sounds. Try it with Wing 
Commander 2 to hear what we mean! 

SoundBlaster Pro WestPoint Creative £249.95 

Comment Has all the features of soundblaster, but is compatible with many CD ROM games. 

JOYSTICKS 

No provision is made in the design of the 
standard PC to plug a joystick in directly. 
You'll need a joystick card in one of your 
expansion slots which allows an analogue 
joystick to be plugged in. A number of 
manufacturers sell both cards and joysticks 
together. For flight sims and racing games, 
yoke and pedal style controllers are also available. 

• The Tecniche stick is available without games card for £17.61 

• The Analog sticks are both available without games cards for £12 and £15 lower than the marked 
prices respectively. 



Product 


Price 


Supplier 


Comments 


Anko AK-GC27A 


£19.95 


ABS Computer Supplies 


Auto-fire option 


IBM Joystick 


£19.95 


Computer Mates Ltd 


Includes games card 


Powerport 2 


£63.45 


Power Mark 


Self-adjusting PS/2 Twin Port 


The Yoke 


£57.58 


Power Mark 


Self-centring Yoke 


Gravis Analogue Stick 


£48.18 


Power Mark 


8 Tension adjusters! 


Tecniche PC Power Stick 


£23.49 


RSC Ltd 


Includes games card 


Analog Edge 


£29.99 


Evesham Micros 


Includes games card 


Analog Xtra 


£39.99 


Evesham Micros 


Includes games card 


Gravis PC Mousestick 


i«9.95 


RC Simulations 


Includes games card 



MICE AND TRACKBALLS 

Many games are tailored to be easily controllable with a mouse, which is much more of a standard 
PC add-on than a joystick. Then again, there is the trackball, which in effect is an upside-down 
mouse, with you moving the ball directly to control on-screen movement - useful if your desk space 
is limited or you're using it with a portable machine. 



Product 


Price 


Supplier 




Comments 


Genius GM6000 


£28.95 


ABS Computer 


Supplies 


Includes pocket, pad and software 


Genius GMF302 


£37.95 


ABS Computer 


Supplies 


As above, higher resolution 



SPA COMPUTER CENTRE 

68 CLARENDEN STREET 
LEAMINGTON SPA 
WARKS 
CV32 4PE 

TEL: 0926425985 

Home and business computers, 
hardware software peripherals disks 
stationery 
Spares repairs service. 




CRAWLEY 
COMPUTERS 

54 THE BOULEVARD 
CRAWLEY 
SUSSEX 

TEL: 0293 561656 



TOWN COMPUTERS 

30 Town Road 

Hanley 
Stoke On Trent 
ST1 2JQ 

Tel : 0782 287540 
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GAME LIMITED 

Unit 15 
The Pavillions 
Birmingham 
Tel: 021 643 4979 

Unit 22 

West Orchards Shopping Centre 
Smithford Way 
Coventry 
Tel : 0203 256148 

Units 2-8 
Victoria Walk 
Schofield Shopping Centre 
The Headrow 

Leeds 
0532 465320 

Unit 59 
Arndale Centre 
Market Street 
Manchester M4 4HA 
Tel : 061-839-5101 

Unit 12 
Bargate Shopping Centre 

East Bargate 
Southampton §01 IHF 
0705 237771 

Unit 15 
Liberty Shopping Centre 
Romtord 
0708 734803 

Unit 106 

Thurrock Lakeside Shopping Centre 
West ThurrocK 
Essex 
RM16 IWT 
Tel : 0708 890008 

Unit 12 
The Marlowes Centre 
Hemel Hempstead 
Tel : 0442 233882 

Unit 6 

The Glades Shopping Centre 
Bromley 

Kent 
BRl IDD 
Tel: 081 466 0199 

Unit A17 
The Harlequin Centre\ 
Watford WDl 2AT 
Tel : 0923 213494 

3 Chevy Chase 
Eldon Square Centre\ 
Newcastle-upon- Tyne 
NEl 7IJG 
Tel : 091 230 0239 



GAME LIMITED 



Product Price 


Supplier 


Comments 


Anko AKTB500 £49.95 


ABS Computer Supplies 


Trackball with 'drag button' 


Logitech Mouseman £62.28 


Acolyte Services 




Cordless Mouseman £116.33 


Acolyte Services 


Uses radio technology 


Logitech Pilot £45.83 


Dataplex 




Tec-Mouse £34.08 


Dimension Computers Ltd 


Includes paint software 


Microsoft Ballpoint £104.58 


Dimension Computers Ltd 


Trackball for p>ortables 


Amstrad Mouse £22.33 


Dimension Computers Ltd 


Works with Amstrad PCs 


Axelen Mouse £21.15 


DS Computers 




Truemouse £22.99 


Evesham Micros 


Serial/ PS/2 /Amstrad versions 


Cordless Truemouse £49. 95 


Evesham Micros 


As above but with infra-red link 


Golden Image Mouse £34.95 


Evesham Micros 


Optical Mouse 


Trackball £39.99 


Evesham Micros 


Features lock drag 


Mousepen £1 16.33 


KSI 


Mouse shap>ed like a pen 


Unmouse £15980 


Picture Perfea UK Ltd 


Tablet - use finger as 


mouselNakasha Mouse £41.13 


RSCLtd 


Includes DPaint II 


Squik Mouse £19.98 


RSCUd 


Low cost serial mouse 


TECHNICAL TERMS 






A Mouse or Trackball requires a suitable driver to be installed before it will operate. Most 


devices are supplied with suitable software, but you should check first with the manufacturer. 


You should also note that there are 


different typ)es of mice and trackballs designed to work with 


different systems (eg Serial and Microsoft Compatible), so make sure that you are buying the 


device that is correct for your model of PC. 




MODEMS 






Get your PC to be more sociable. A modem will connect you to other PCs via the telephone lines, 


giving you access to bulletin boards, public database networks and multi-user games - or you can 


simply use it to send messages to friends. 




Product 


Price 


Manufacturer 


Biscom (internal) 


£258.50 


Dataflex 


Biscom (external) 


£323.13 


Dataflex 


Comfax (internal) 


£387.75 


Dataflex 


Comfax (external) 


£517.00 


Dataflex 


Courier 2400e Quad (internal) 


£464.13 


Miracom 


Courier 2400e Quad (external) 


£522.88 


Miracom 


Keycard 3000 V22 


£346.63 


Minicom 


Keycard 3000 V22 BIS 


£464.13 


Miracom 


PC Professional 


£517.00 


Dataflex 


Quadcom (internal) 


£387.75 


Dataflex 


Quadcom (external) 


£517.00 


Dataflex 


Rapier (internal) 


£646.25 


Dataflex 


Stradcom (internal) 


£193.88 


Dataflex 


Stradcom (external) 


£229.13 


Dataflex 


WS4000 (SB2422) 


£186.83 


Miracom 


Quattro 2400 


c£500.00 


Dowty 


Smartmodem 2400 Quad 


£339.57 


Hayes 


SM2400 


£222.08 


Amstrad 


Milgo Maxam IV 


£468.83 


Racal 


2400 MNP Class 5 


£468.83 


Worldport 



TECHNICAL TERMS 

PC Modems come in two types: internal and external. Internal versions require a spare 
expansion slot, but they are usually £50 to £100 cheap>er than their external counterparts. 
External versions plug into a serial port instead. If you are going to use your modem mainly to 
communicate with one other party (e.g. a particular bulletin board) then you should first check 
which protocol is in use by them and buy the appropriate modem. 



DOT-MATRIX PRINTERS UNDER £300 

Dot matrix printers are coming down in price, but at the same time the quality is improving: letter 
quality modes are no longer dotty or lacking true descenders on letters such as 'g' or 'y'. This is 
particulariy true of models with a 24-pin printhead. This is probably a good time to buy. 



Company/model 


Price 


Speed 


Buffer 


Type 


Amstrad DMP3160 


£233.83 


160/40 


16K 


9-Pin 


Brother M-1209 


£264.38 


168/35 


2K 


9-Pin 


Citizen 124D 


£292.58 


120/40 


8-32K 


24-Pin 
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Company/ model 


Price 


Speed 


Buffer 


Type 


Epson LX850 


£269.08 


200/30 


4-32K 


9-Pin 


Mannesmann Tally MT81 


£186.83 


155/26 


8K 


9-Pin 


Olivetti DM109 


£257.33 


240/36 


21K 


9-Pin 


Panasonic KX-P1180 


£252.63 


192/38 


2-K 


9-Pin 


Samsung SP 0930N 


£222.08 


300/50 


3-1 IK 


9-Pin 


Seikosha SP1900AI 


£116.33 


192/40 


IK 


9-Pin 


Seikosha SP2000 


£233.83 


160/40 


6K 


9-Pin 


Victor VPIOD 


£210.33 


175/30 


None 


9-Pin 



TECHNICAL TERMS 

A printer's speed is a measurement of the number of characters it can print per second. The first 
figure is for draft mode and the second figure is for Near Letter Quality (NLQ) mode. TTie 
Buffer Size is an indication of the amount of internal memory the printer has Tlie higher this 
figure is, the quicker your PC will be released to perform other tasks. 



INKJET PRINTERS 

Ink jets are the newly fashionable item for style-conscious PC owners: with distinctly better print 
quality than dot matrixes , the advantage of being virtually silent. 



Company 


Model 


Price 


Speed Resident fonts 
(Ps^es per minute) 


Mannesmann 


Tally 


£1,0994 


PP 


14 bitmap 


Seikosha 


OP-104 


£940 


4 


14 bitmap 


I lewlett-Packard 


LaserJet III 


£1,749 


8 


8 Scalable 


Samsung 


SL-1081A 


£891 


8 


24 bitmap 


Oki 


OL830 


£1,499 


8 


7 scalable Adobe 


oki 


OL400 


£899 


4 


25 bitmap 


( )livetti 


PG308 


£1,399 


4 


24 bitmap 


\EG 


Laserstar 6 


£999 


6 


9 Fonts 


LASER PRINTERS 








Laser printers have the same advantage of being quiet as ink jets and while they are not much more 


expensive, the resolution is markedly better. Laser printers are rapidly replacing dot matrix models as the 


standard office "workhorse'. 








Company 




Price 


Speed 


Buffer 


Brother HJlOO 




£405.38 


142/83 


37K 


Canon BJ300 




£699.13 


300/150 


30-128K 


Epson SQ850 




£903.58 


600/198 


8K 


Hewlett-Packard DeskJet 500 


£586.33 


240/120 


16K 


IBM 4072 Execjet 




£868.33 


600/300 


30K 


Mannesmann Tally MT9 


£938.83 


220/110 


32K 


Olivetti JP350 




£586.33 


360/120 


8K 


EXTERNAL DRIVES 








If you don't have space for any more floppy disk drives - 
can always add an external mcxlel. 


- a problem with newer slimline models, you 


Model 


Size 


Capacity 


Price 


Supplier 


IBM compatibles 


3.5" 


720Kb 


£109.95 


ABS Computer Supplies 


IBM Compatibles 


3.5" 


1.44Mb 


£119.95 


ABS Computer Supplies 


IBM Compatibles 


5.25" 


360Kb 


£119.95 


ABS Computer Supplies 


IBM Compatibles 


5.25" 


1.2Mb 


£129.95 


ABS Computer Supplies 


Amstrad 2000 range 


5.25" 


360K 


£57.58 


RSCUd 


Amstrad 2000 range 


5.25" 


1.2Mb 


£76.38 


RSCUd 


Olivetti/Amstrad 3000s 5.25" 


1.2Mb 


£175.08 


RSCLtd 


CD ROM DRIVES 








Are you looking to make your PC the ultimate games machine? Then a CD ROM drive is the perfect 
addition. CD ROMS offer a huge storage capacity, typically the equivalent of about 700 720Kb floppy 
disks! The only disadvantage is the slow access speed. There are not too many games or odier CD 
ROM applications available at the moment, but the list is growing larger every month. 


Model 


Price 


Supplier 




Comments 


Chinon CDS431 


£351.33 


SMC Computers 


Internal 


Goldstar GT2000 


i.398.33 


SMC Computers 


External 


Philips CM50 


£316.08 


Diamond Computers 


Portable 



CUSTOM GAMES 
Incorporating 
Just Micro 

22 Carver Street 
Sheffield 
SI 4SF 

TEL : 0742 752732 



STARGAZER 
Amiga and PC Specialists 
37 Upper Ththing Street 
Worcester 
WRl IJZ 

Tel : 0905 726259 



GALLERY SOFTWARE 

140 ARNDALE CENTRE 
WANDSWORTH 
LONDON 
SW18 4TQ 

Tel : 081-877-1017 
Fax : 081-870-4941 

PC Software and hardware retailers • 
Contact us for all your PC 
requirements. 



• The Philips drive comes with a free copy of World Atlas and Audio Player 
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BYTES N' PCs 

4 STOCKWELL HEAD 
HINCKLEY 
LEICESTERSHIRE 
LEIO IRE 

FAX : 0455 615164 
TEL : 0455 613232 



A-Z LEISURE 

23A LOWER MALL 
WESTON FAVELL CENTRE 
NORTHAMPTON 
NN3 4JZ 

TEL : 0604 414528 



COMPUTER RUN 

21 STATION WAY 
COXETERS YARD 
ABINGDON 

OXON 
OX14 3RJ 



TEL: 0235 528393 



BVTES AND PCS 

4 STOCKUIELL HERD 
HINCKLEV 
LEICESTERSHIRE 
LEIO IRE 

TEL : 0455 613232 



HAND SCANNERS 

If you use any sort of Desktop Publishing package, then a hand scanner is an invaluable addition to 
your PC. While most hand scanners can only read small images and at a relatively low resolution, 
they are considerably cheaper than flatbed scanners. 

• The PC Hand Scanner comes with a free copy of Microsoft Windows. 

• The Marstek M105 Plus and M800 Plus are also available in versions for Windows. Add the suffix 
W to the model number and read the price as £ 139 83 and £ 186.83 respectively. 



Model 


Price 


Colours 


Supplier 


AG-256 


£164.50 


256 grey shades 


Watford Electronics 


Genius GS-B105G 


£176.25 


256 grey shades 


Reeves 


PC Hand Scanner 


£82.19 


16 grey shades 


UK Home Computers 


Marstek M105 


£81.08 


64 grey shades 


RSCLtd 


Marstek M105 Plus 


£110.45 


64 grey shades 


RSCUd 


Marstek M800 Plus 


£169.20 


64 grey shades 


RSC Ltd 


Marstek M-6000 CG Color Artist 


£327.83 


262,144 colours 


RSC Ltd 



DIGITISERS 

While not Ix^ing quite so high up on the essential DTP buy list as a scanner, a rudimentary digitiser 
can transform the appearance of your documents. Digitisers will allow you to import line-based 
artwork by tracing it with a stylus or puck. They're also ideal for Computer Aided Design 
applications. 

GRAPHICS SOFTWARE 

So you're the artistic type? If so then in the PC 
you have a potentially limitless canvas, not to 
mention a huge choice of software with which 
to realise your potential. Here's a seleaion of 
the b>est for budding Renoirs. 



Product 


Price 


Supplier 


Comments 


VBase 


£175.08 


Highland Grafix 


Full colour picture database 


Clip Art 


£5.88 


Cybernetic Imagination 


Range of disks containing 30 images 
each in PCX or IMG format 


Deluxe Paint II Enhanced 


£99.99 


Electronic Arts 


The standard cheap paint program for PCs 


Deluxe Paint Animator 


£99.99 


Electronic Arts 


One of a range of DPaint add-ons 


Disney Animation Studio 


£99.99 


Empire 


Cel animation package 


Corel Draw v2 


£270.25 


Corel 


Very popular and versatile 


Designworks 


£149.00 


GST Software 


New drawing package, comprehensive 
and great value 



DTP SOFTWARE 

The PC has always been a superb machine for DTP applications, and now that Windows 3 is firmly 
established this is even more the case. There are already a host of excellent DTP packages available 
for the PC at prices to suit every pocket. Here is just a small seleaion. 



Product 


Price 


Supplier 


Comments 


Page Plus 


£160.98 


Serif 


Budget priced page layout for Windows 


Timeworks Lite 


£41.13 


GST 


Simple DTP 


Deskpress 


£235.00 


GST 


Timeworks and more! 


Pagemaker 


£457.08 


Aldus 


Professional DTP package 


Ventura Publisher 


£587.50 


Ventura 


Professional DTP Package 


Timeworks DTP 2 


£116.33 


GST 


Improved version of the budget system 



COMMUNICATIONS SOFTWARE 

If you're one of those sociable typ)es that likes to to link-up, go on-line, and download from time to 
time then you're going to need some suitable software to get in touch with your fellow PC owners. 



Product 


Price 


Supplier 


Comments 


Sage Chit-Chat 


£66.98 


Computers By Post 




Crosstalk 


£71.68 


Computers By Post 


For Windows 3 


Eazlink 


Shareware 


Various 


Try before you buy! 


Mirror 3 


£121.03 


Computers By Post 


With teletext emulation 


PC Anywhere IV 


£101.05 


Computers By Post 




Procomm Plus 


Shareware 


Various 


Very Powerful System 


Odyssey 


£104.57 


Shareware Marketing 


Cost effeaive advanced 
comms 
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There are plenty of packages to choose from, especially in the Public Domain libraries. Here are a 
few we recommend you consider. 



COMPOSING SOFTWARE 

Gone are the days when you had to sit huddled over a second-hand Bontempi scratching notes onto 
a piece of torn manuscript. Most modem PC music packages make life a lot easier, some will even 
construct the score for you! 



Product 


Price 


Supplier 


Comments 


Music Studio 3 


£70.50 


Datel 


Sequencer, composer, score 








printing. 


SPJunior 


£163.325 


Computer Music Systems 


Music package 


Sequencer plus Junior 


£64.63 


Computer Music Systems 


64 track sequencer 


Sequencer Plus Classic 


£193.88 


Computer Music Systems 


500 U^ck sequencer 


Cadenza 


£198.58 


Digital Music 


Sequencer with graphic editing 


The Musicator 


£368.95 


Digital Music 


Notation based sequencer 


The Composer's Pen 


£146.88 


Composit Software 




Pianola 


£29.38 


Clockwork Software 




SongWright 


m 


PC Services Scorewriting system 



ANTI VIRAL 

It's a sad state of affairs that Anti-Viral software is needed at all, but unfortunately there are still lots 
of people out there in computeriand who haven't grown up and think it's ftjnny to wreck other 
people's work and enjoyment of their machine. Naturally the same people don't think it's very ftjnny 
when it happens to them. If you are one of these people then may we express complete contempt 
for your activities on behalf of the computing community. If you're one of the remaining 99.9% of 
decent, honest computer users, here are a few useful pieces of software to protea you from the 
aforementioned nerds. 

Product Price Supplier 

Dr Solomon 's Anti-Virus Toolkit £69.33 S&S International 

Comments: £99 for 4 quarterly upgrades; £275 for upgrades, monthly newsletter and fax alerts. 
Complete kit of tools for identification, removal of and immunisation against the dreaded virus, with 
other disk goodies too. 

The Computer Virus £27.00 Sybex 

Protection Handbook (Colin Haynes) 
ISBN 0-89588-696-0 

Comments: Includes 5.25" disk. The what, how and why of viruses including simulated ones on 
disk for quick recognition. Also covers disaster plans and industrial sabotage. 
The Computer Virus Handbook £22.95 Osborne McGraw-Hill 

(Richard B. Levin) 
ISBN 0-07-881647-5 

Comments: Lots of advice and short programs to avoid vims attacks. Covers hard disks too. 
PC Immunise II £39.95 SA Software 

Comments: Protects hard and floppy disks and files with three levels of deteaion and help 
screens. 

Virus Buster #95 VB Software 

Comments: Comprehensive and easy to install software. Checks for more than 550 viruses; first 

update free then #50 per year for maintenance. 

Norton Anti Virus Version 1 .5 ^149 Symantec 

Comments: Comprehensive, provides protection against 700 viruses, price includes opportunity 
to attend Virus Clinic and access to Virus InfoLine for latest information. 

MISCELLANEOUS UTILITIES AND PRODUCTIVITY SOFTWARE 

Can't find what you're looking for in our other software sections? Then you'll probably find it here. 
Below we present a pot pourii of the very best of the rest. 



Product 


Price 


Supplier 


Comment 


Autoroute Express 


£61.10 


NextBase 


First rate route planning software 


Coursemaster 


£29.38 


IntraSet 


Betting aid for flat & hunt racing 


Eight In One Gold 


£115.15 


Logman Logotron 


Integrated WP, spellchecker, outliner. 








spreadsheet, database etc. 


Flexibak Plus 


£35.25 


Nildram 


Hard disk back-up utility 


Framework IV 


£458.25 


Ashton-Tate 


One of the better integrated systems 


LogoLink 


£34.08 


Locomotive 


Transfer files PCW-PC 


Microtext Adaptor 


£198.58 


Microtext 


Half card adding teletext to your PC 


Mini Office Personal 


£29.38 


Europress 


Database, WP, spreadsheet, label 








printer and comms. 


Money Manager 


£58.75 


Connea Software 


Household Finance 


PC2 Teletext 


£176.25 


Microboss 


External teletext adaptor and software 


Printing Press 


£45.83 


Power Up 


Make letterheads, posters etc 


ProBook 


£52.88 


BBHW 


Database and address book 


Scoredraw 


£72.00 


RDN 


Comparative analysis system for 








football result prediction 



SOFTSPOT LTD 

OXFORD COMPUTER 
CENTRE 
4 LINCOLN HOUSE 
TURI STREET 
OXFORD 
0X1 2DS 

TEL : 0865 794202 



ERA VIRTUAL REALITY 

Unite 
The Capital Exchange 
Centre 
Queen Street 
Cardiff 
CF1 41 IQ 

Tel : 0222 641089 



ERA / BEATTIES 

UNITS 
THE SHIRES 
LEICESTER 
LEI 4FR 

TEL : 0533 512697 



THINK PLAN LTD 

3 RIVERSIDE WALK 
BISHOPS STORTFORD 
HERTS 
CH23 5AJ 

TEL : 0279 506535 
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ULTIMA RETAIL 

UNIT 2 
THE FRIARY CENTRE 
2 FRIARS WALK 
READING 
BERKS 
RGl 1B4 
TEL : 0734 568510 

118 EAST STREET 
SOUTHAMPTON 
SOI IHD 

TEL : 0703 639419 

UNIT 28 
WHITE LION WALK 
GUILDFORD 

SURREY 
TEL : 0483 506939 



M.D.S COMPUTERS 

UNIT 47 INSHOPS 
RIGHTON HOUSE 
THORNBY 
STOCKOE-ON-TEES 
CLEVELAND 
TS17 9EP 
TEL : 0642 764199 



THE CARTRIDGE 
FAMILY 

151 HIGH STREET 
TEWKSBURY 
GLOS GL20 5JP 

TEL : 0684 290097 



Product Price 

Trackmaster £20.00 

Xtree Easy £58.75 

386AMAX £79 

Hijaak £95 

Fast Lynx £124.95 

Mace Utilities #59.00 

Magellan £115 

Microsoft Works #145 

Microsoft Works #145 
for Windows 

Microtext Adaptor £198.58 

Mini Office Personal £29.38 

Norton Utilities Version 5 £100 

Pinch and Punch 5 #30 

PC Tools V 7 #139 

ProBook . £52.88 
Professional Master Key $25 



Supplier 

Intraset 
Softsel 

International Data 
Systems 

Software Paradise 
Ctrl-Alt-Deli 
Software 
Construction Co 
Lotus Development 



QEMM 
Spinrite II 



System Sleuth 



£65 
#89 



#99.95 



Windows 3 

Microtext 
Europress 

Symantec 
lolo Davidson 
Central Point 
Software 
BBHW 
Shareware 

Quarterdeck 
Software Paradise 



Megatech 



Comment 

Greyhound racing tipster 
DOS File manager 
Memory Manager 

Easy to use screen capture programme 
File transfer between PCs 
Intelligen full function disk recovery 
and optimiser. 

File viewer that finds a file in seconds. 
Capable and comprehensive 
integrated package 
integrated package - excellent value 

Half card adding teletext to your PC 
Database, WP, spreadsheet, label 
printer and comms. 
Classic disk recovery & optimiser 
Simple to use screen grabber 
Good range of easy to use utilities 

Database and address book 
Shareware counterpart of Norton 
utilities 

Memory Manager 

A disk optimiser specially designed to 
detect and correct disk problems 
before they occur 
Tells you what's inside your PC 



PORTABLES 

Whether for games or more serious use, a portable enables you to take your programs with you. 
Most are best used when you are able to plug into the mains on-site: battery power normally lasts 
between 1.5 to 3 hours. Portables are now becoming genuinely slim and light enough to cany 
around in comfort. 



Company/Model 


Price (ex. VAT) 


Speed 


Disk Size 


RAM 


Screen 


Slots 


Weight 


Size (mm) 




Amstrad ACL-386SX 


£3,999 


20 Mhz 


120 Mb 


4Mb 


VGA LCD 


Yes 


8.0 Kg 


320x400x113 




Compaq SLT 386S/20 


£4,195 


20 Mhz 


60 Mb 


2Mb 


VGA LCD 


Yes 


6.4 Kg 


106x343x216 




DeU System 320LT 


£1,999 


20 Mhz 


20 Mb 


1 Mb 


VGA LCD 


Optional 


6.8 Kg 


318x89x360 




Epson AX 3/33 


£5,999 


33 Mhz 


80 Mb 


4Mb 


VGA LCD 


Optional 


7.8 Kg 


360x325x110 




NEC Prospeed 286 


£3,145 


16Mb 


40 Mb 


1 Mb 


VGA LCD 


No 


6.8 Kg 


330x376x89 




Olivetti A12 


£1,199 


12 Mhz 


20 Mb 


1 Mb 


CGA LCD 


No 


2.95 Kg 


297x210x52 




Panasonic CF-270 


£2,195 


16 Mhz 


20 Mb 


1 Mb 


VGA LCD 


No 


3.1 Kg 


310x245x44 




Philips PCLlOl 


£799 


10 Mhz 


No 


1 Mb 


CGA LCD 


No 


1.6 Kg 


220x280x28 




Samsung 386S/16 


£2,220 


16 Mhz 


60 Mb 


1 Mb 


VGA LCD 


No 


3.2 Kg 


297x213x51 




Sanyo MBC-17NB 


£1,495 


12.5 Mhz 


20 Mb 


1 Mb 


VGA LCD 


No 

310x255x52 


3.2 Kg 






Sharp PC-8501 


£7,995 


20 Mhz 


100 Mb 


2Mb 


VGA LCD 


No 


6.9 Kg 


318x399x94 




Tandy 1500HD 


£1,300 


10 Mhz 


20 Mb 


1 Mb 


CGA LCD 


No 


2.7 Kg 


309x245x94 




Toshiba T3100SX 


£3,850 


16 Mhz 


40 Mb 


1 Mb 


VGA Plasma 


Optional 


6.8 Kg 


360x310x80 




Zenith Supersport SX 


£2,795 


16 Mhz 


40 Mb 


1 Mb 


VGA LCD 


No 


7.7 Kg 


380x310x85 
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MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR 

\ variant of Parkinson's Law states that your computer probably won't go wrong while you still have 
hat 12 month, on-site warranty intact. Once it expires, that's when the machine will start playing up. 
Below we list some of the companies which will provide you with a service contract and then come to 
your rescue. 



Company 


Price 


Duration 


CaUOut 


Data Recovery Service 








AEM 


10-12% value 


5 years 


24-48 hours 


FMG 


Up to £470 PA 


5 years 


Next day 


Kalamazoo 


9-12% of valtie 


5 years 


8 hours 


Newbury Data 


6-12% of value 


Flexible 


8 hours 


Response 


8-11% of value 


Flexible 


8 hours 




Below you'll find contact numbers and 
addresses for all the suppliers we've 
mentioned in the sections covering 
hardware and serious software. 



ABS Computer Supplies 071 224 8320 

4 Shouldham Street, London, WIH 5FG. 

Acolyte Services 041 848 0055/0066 

Victoria Buildings Business Centre, Violet Street, Paisley, PAl IPA. 
AEG Olympia 

The Ridgeway, Iver, Bucks SLO 9HX 0753 630111 

AEM 0684 850505 

Unit 4, Tewkesbury Ind Est., Green Lane, Tewkesbury, Glos., GL20 8HD 

AKORE Limited Shareware 0800 252221 

7 Fishergate Point, Lower Pariiament Street, Nottingham NGl IGD 

Freepost, Akore, Nottingham, NGl IBR 

Amstrad (Centresoft) 021 625 3302 

Amistrad pic 0277 262326 

PO Box 462, Brentwood, Essex, CM14 4EF 
Brother 

Shepley Street, Audenshaw, Manchester M34 5JD 06l 330 6531 

Canon UK 081 773 3173 

Manor Road, Wallington, Surrey SM6 OAJ 

Citizen Europe 0895 272621 

Wellington House, 4/10 Cowley Road, Uxbridge UB8 2XW 

Compaq 081 332 3000 

Hotham House, 1 Heron Square, Richmond TW9 lEJ 

Composit Software 0952 595436 

10 Leasowe Green, Lightmoor, Telford, Shropshire, TF4 3BR 

Compuadd 0272 637488 

^ Great Western Way, Bristol BSl 6HA 

Computer Manuals 021 706 6000 

50 James Road, Tyseley, Birmingham Bll 2BA 

Computer Mates 0753 631 101 

Pinewood Studios, Iver Heath, Bucks, SLO ONH. 

Computer Music Systems Ltd 071 482 5224 

5-7 Buck Street, London, NWl 8NJ 

Computers By Post 081 760 0014 

12 Sutton Lane, Banstead, Surrey, SM7 3QP. 

Connect Software Ltd 081 743 9792 

3 Flanchford Road, London, W12 9ND 

Corel 0703 899321 

Xitan, 1-4 Chevron Business Park, Lime Kiln Lane, Holbury, Southampton S04 IQL 
Corporate Upgrades Ltd 081 861 2370 

Premier House, 2 Daton Road, Harrow, Middx HAl 2XU 

Ctrl-Alt DeU 0908 662759 

26 North 12 Street, Central Milton Keynes, Bucks MK9 3BT 

Cybernetic Im^ination Systems Ltd 0923 252196 

21A Church Road, Watford, Herts, WDl 3PY 

Datacom 0256 76391 1 

Landata House, Station Road, Hook, Hampshire RG27 9JF 

Dataftex 081 543 6417 

10/12 Lombard Rd., South Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ 

Dataplex 0753 535557 

129 Bath Road, Slough, Berks, SLl 3VW 

19 High Street, Old Town, Swindon, Wilts SN14 4EG 0793 488448 

Datel Electronics Ltd 0782 744707 

Govan Road, Fenton Industrial Estate, Fenton, Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 2RS 



MICROCOMP 
DEVELOPMENTS 

UNIT 47 INSHOP 
WRIGHTSON HOUSE 
THORNBY 
STOCK-ON-TEES 
CLEVEIAND 
TF17 9EP 
TEL : 0642 764199 



PV COMPUTERS 

104 ABBEY STREET 
ACCRINGTON 
LANCS 

TEL : 0254 35345 



CHIPS GAMES CENTRE 

CLARK YARD 
DARLINGTON 
CO DURHAM 

TEL : 0325 381048 



CHIPS 

7 Dundas Street 
Redcar 
TS10 3RD 



Tel : 0642 488522 
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LOGIC SALES 

50 LYNTON PARADE 
CHESHUNT 
HERTS 
EN8 8L8 

TEL : 0992 25323 



Pudsey Computers Shop 

161 Richardshaw Lane 
Pudsey 
Leeds 
LS28 6AA 

Tel: 0532 360650 



INVICTA SOFTWARE 

49 QUEENSROAD 
HASTINGS 
SUSSEX 
TN34 IRE 

Tel : 0424 444515 



Data Day Computers 

31A Farringdon Road 
Swindon 

Wilts 
SWl 5AR 
Tel : 0793 512073 



Datel London Shop 

222 Tottenham Court Rd, London Wl 
Dell Computer Corporation 

Millbank House, Western Road, Bracknell, Berks RG12 IRW 

Diamond Computers 

232 Tottenham Court Road, London, Wl. 

Digital Music 

27 Leven Close, Chandlers Ford, Hants, S05 3SH 
Dimension Computers Ltd 
Dimension House, High Street, Leicester, LEI 4FP. 
Dowty Information Systems 

Newbury Business Par, London Rd., Newbury, Berkshire RG13 2PZ 
DS Computers 

Unit 206, Belgravia Workshops, 157 Mariborough Road, London, N19 4NF. 
Elonex 

2 apsley Way, London NW2 7LF 
Epson 

Campus 100, Maylands Avenue, Hemel Ehmpstead, Herts, HP2 7EZ 
Evesham Micros 

Unit 9, St. Richards Road, Evesham, Worcs, WRll 6XJ 
FMGLtd 

Newcombe Way, Orton Southgate, Peterborough PE2 6SF 
GST 

Meadow Lane, St Ives, Cambridgeshire PE17 4LG 
Hayes Microcomputer Products Inc 

1 Roundwood Avenue, Stockley Park, Uxbridge, Middx UBll lAE 
Hewlett Packard 

Cain Road, Bracknell, Berks, RG12 IHN 
Highland Graphix Ltd 

18 Albion Way, East Kilbride G75 OYN 
IBM 

Freepost, London W4 5BR 
International Data Systems 

37-41 Gower Street, London WCIE 6HH 
Intraset Ltd 

10 Woodside Ave, Clayton-le-Woods, Chorley, Lanes, PR6 7BR 
lolo Davidson 

Scrubbetts, Bagpath, Tetbury, Glos GL8 8YG 
Kalamazoo 

Mill Lane, Northfield, Birmingham B31 2RW 
Kodak 

PO Box 66, Station Road, Hemel Hempsted, Hertfordshire HPl lJU 
KSI 

Unit 1, Braxton Courtyard, Lymore Lane, Milford-On-Sea, 
Lymingtyon, Hants S041 OTX 
Logitech 

Hawes Hill Court, Drift Road, Windsor, Berks SL4 4QQ 
Longman Logotron 

Dales Brewery, Gwydir Street, Cambridge CBl 2LJ 
Lotus Development (UK) Limited 
The Causeway, Staines, Middlesex TW18 3AG 
Mannesman Tally 

Molly Millars Lane, Wokingham, Berks RGll 2QT 

Maplin Electronics 

PO Box 3, Rayleigh, Essex SS6 8LR 

Megatech 

111/113 Wandworth High Street, London SW18 4HY 
Memory Direct 

33 Grosvenor Road, Aldershot, Hants., GUll 3DP 

Microsoft Technology Limited 

Excel House, 49 De Montford, Reading, Berks RGl 8LP 

Microtext 

Birdlip Close, Homdean, Hants, P08 9PW 
Mindscape International Limited 

The Coach House, Hooklands Estate, Scaynes Hill, W Sussex RH17 7NG 
Miracom 

Premier House, Telford Way, Colchester Business Park, C, Ess C04 4QP 
Mitsubishi Electric UK Limited 
Travellers Lane, Hatfield, Herts ALIO 8XB 
Naksha 

29 The Wharf, Warrington, Cheshire WAl 2HT 
NEC 

1 Viaoria Road, London, W3 6UL 
Newbury Data 

Hawthorne Road, Staines, Middx TW18 3BJ 
Newstar International 

The Widford Old Reaory, London Road, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 8TE 
NextBase Ltd 

Unit 18, Central Trading Estate, Staines, Middx, TW18 4XE 



071 580 6460 
0800 414535 
071 580 4355 
0703 252131 
0533 517479/621874 
0635 33009 
071 281 5096 
081 452 4444 
0442 61144 
0386 765500 

0733 371304 

0480 496789/496666 

081 848 1858 

0344 369369 

0355 264888 

081 747 0747/995 7700 

071 436 2244 

0257 276800 

0453 860872 

021 411 2266 

0442 61122 

0590 644255 

0344 891313 
0223 323656 
0784 455445 

0734 788711 
0702 552911 
081 874 6511 
0252 316060 
0734 270000 
0705 5956947 
0444 831761 
0206 844834 
0707 276100 
0925 56398 

0800 181368 
0784 461500 
0245 265017 
0784 460007 
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DEALER 
DIRECTORY 



Olivetti 


OOflH 600700 


1 Deltic Avenue, Rooksley, Milton Keynes MK13 8LD 




PC Services 


081 6^8 72S1 


!' > Kowden Road, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4NA 




Pace Micro Technology 


0274 532000 


u loria, Saltaire, Shipley BD18 3LF 




F'anasonic 


0344 853915 


1 anasonic House, Willoughby Road, Bracknell, Berks RG12 8FP 




Philips & Pye 


081 689 4444 


iiy House, 420/430 London Road, Croydon CR9 3QR 




Picture Perfect UK Ltd 


0264 333643 


i loneysuckle Cottage, Green Meadow Lane, Goodworth, Clatford, Andover SPll &HQ 










Precision Software 


Uol Oj\J /lOU 
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Prestige Network Ltd 




iu'vnolds Green, Camberley, Surrey, GU15 4FL 




PC-SigUk 


nSl ft77 110^ 


1 1 1 1 1 ^ Wandwotth Hiah Sfrepr \r^r^<\c^r\ <sWlk 4T-rv 

' ' ' *■ J w tiii\_tw\^l Uli 111^X1 »jllv;d, lAyllVJl^Il O W J.O Till 




Psion 


071 1(^0 ^^ftO 
U/1 ZDZ jjoU 


I Ictlll^lVJIl OUCCl, LAJIIUDII l>WO ol>V^ 




Quarterdeck 


094^ 40/^00 


I lu^ WiHforH Hall WiHforH Hall Ton** CV^tAtr^c^rwA Pccov <^M0 CTT^ 

1 K wiun^Jiu odii, wiunjiu ridii LMdnc, v^neimsiorci, ussex v^iviz oiu 




KDN Datasystems Ltd 




l'( ) Rrw 4.4 Ha«;ttno«; Pact Qiicc^^v TM^4 9QV 




Reeves PLC 




I hnoloDV Hnusp 7S Tpntfr Roar! Han«;r>n Rii<:in*=»«:c Parb- 




ulton Park, Northampton NN3 IPZ 








K.i\ s House, North Circular Road London NWIO 7XB 




Roland UK Limited 


n9^9 QI/^IQI 


K \ c Close, Ancells Business Park, Fleet, Hampshire GUI 3 BUY 




A%4JV> V>VrA LFVFA V^V^AAELf UtXlAK 


009^ 9/£22A1 


7S-77 Oiieens RfKid Watford Hert*; WDI 70NI 






Uol t>y\. UlOo 


Samsune House 22S Hook Rise South Siirhiton Snrrev K"T^^ 71 n 






uyz:) z4o:5o3 


Ottersnool W iv Watford Tn2 8TX 




SA Software 


AQ1 OCK2 OaCI 


28 Denbigh Road, London W13 8NH 




Seikosha 




LJnit 14 Povie 14 Newlands Drive Colnhroolc Berks ST ^ ODY 




Serif (Europe) Ltd 


/V^9 491 ^n9 


PO Box 15, West PDO Nottingham NG7 2DA 




Sharp 


061 90*^ 9^^^ 


Sham House Thorrv Rri^iH Newton Heath MIO QRP 




SMC Comnuter^ 




26 Famham Road, Slough, Berks SLl 3TA 




Softsel UK 


Ofti ^/'xft fiO/^ 
Uol jOo c5oOO 


Softsel House, 941 Great West Road, Brentford, Middx 




Software Paradise 


0ft00^7$ift7^/0999 ftfl7^91 


Avenue House, King Edward Avenue, Caerphilly, Mid Glam CF8 IHE 




Symantec 




MKA House, 36 King Street, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 lEF 




Tandy 


OQ99 710000 


Tandy Centre, Leamore Lane, Walsall WS2 7PS 




Technomatic 


0«1 90^ Q^«ft 
Uol ^U9 y9c50 


Techno House 468 Chiirrh T.ane Trinrlon NTWO ft! IF 




Time 


02S4 691822 


Time House, Devonport Road, Blackburn, Lanes, BB2 lEJ 




Total Control (UK) Ltd 


0488 685299 


Unit 3, Station Yard, Hungerford, Berks, RG17 ODY 




Toshiba 


0932 841600 


Weybridge Business Park, Addlestone Road, Weybridge, Surrey KT15 2UL 




Triumph Adler 


0206 845251 


Ipswich Road, Colchester, Essex C04 4EG 




UK Home Computers 


0793 695034 


Unit 22, Cheney Manor IndusU-ial Estate, Swindon, Wilts, SN2 2PJ 




Unimart Computers Ltd 


081 893 8161 


2 Popes Court, Popes Avenue, Twickenham, Middx TW2 5TR 




Victor Technology 


0494 461600 


Unit 1, Valley Centre, Gordon Road, High Wycombe, Bucks HP13 6EQ 




Watford Electronics 


0923 237774/233383 


250 Lower High Street, Watford, WDI 2AN. 




Westpoint Creative 


0743 248590 


Delta House, 264 Monkmoor Road, Shrewsbury SY2 5ST 




Zenith 


0268 668588 


452 Bath Road, Slough, Berks SLl 6BB 





INVICTA SOFTWARE 

82 GROSVEIER RD 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
KENT 
TN11 2AS 

Tel: 0892 511542 



CHIPS 

151-153 LINTHORPE ROAD 
MIDDLESBROUGH 
CLEVELAND 

TEL : 0642 232096 



CHIPS 
GAMESCENTRE 



SILVER COURT 
SHOPPING CENTRE 

SILVER STREET 
STOCKTON ON TEES 
CLEVELAND 



TEL: 0642 618256 



YARM COMPUTERS 

137 HIGH STREET 
YARN 

TEL: 0642 786922 
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SHAREWARE GAMES SETS 



EACH DISK SET COSTS ONLY £12 

From the numerous shareware and public domain games and leisure programs available we 
have selected and tested the finest and compressed them into six collections updated regularly 

GAMES COMPENDIUM 1 (100 of the best PC games) 

Titles include: Dark ages. Commander Keen, EGA Bomb, Capt Comic, Joust, Americas Cup, 
Pharoah's Tomb, Batleship, EGA Poker, Global Warfare, Gravwars. Dominoes, VGA Pinball. 
3DTetris, Seahunt, Snarf, Banaoid. Eatit. Breakout, Bloxter. 3D Chess, VGA Roulette, VGA * 
Miner, EGA Solitaire. ...dozens more adventure, arcade, board, card, word and strategy games 

GAMES COMPENDIUM 2 (Another 100 quality games) 

Titles include: Wizards Lair, Hurkle, Kursk, 3D Startrek, Condo, Bass Tour, Tron, Golden 
Wombat, Monuments of Mars. PC Railroad. Sorry, Frigate, Antix, EGA Casino Games, 
Dungeons of Doom, Shooting Gallery, Viking, Ninja...and many, many more! 

GAMES COMPENDIUM 3 (Yet another 100 great games) 

Arctic Adventure. Duke Nukem. Aliens Laughed. Moraff's World/Pinball / Superblast, Popcorn, 
Kroz II. Dracula in London, Groundwar, Picture Puzzle. lots of joke programs. ..and much more! 

WINDOWS SHAREWARE 1 (Over a 100 general programs) 

Includes Aporia, Almanac, Active Life. Command Post. Icon Draw. Icon Tamer, Icon View, all nine 

Metz utilities, Bigdesk, Back Menu, Winzip, Whiskers, Navigator, Organise, PaintShop. Snagit, 
Winpost, Winedit, Dozens of utility programs, over 340 icons, Windows fonts, bitmaps, picture file 
conversion utilities. Over 10mb of Windows programs when unarchived. 

WINDOWS SHAREWARE 2 (Over 100 games programs) 

Titles include :Atmoids, Backgammon, Chaos, Checkers, Fractal Paint, Fireworks, Islands, Klotz, 

Lunar Lander, Magic, Mines, Pente, Pool, Screenpeace, Spacewalls, Sage, Space War, Tile 
Puzzle, Pipe Dreams, Taipei, Winfract, WInchess, Winjack, Winpoker, ...and many, many more. 

NEW : GAMES FOR CGA DISPLAYS ONLY 

Over 1 1 5 of the best CGA games selected from compendiums 1 ,2 & 3. 
Each set comes on 12 5.25" or 6 3.5" disks and has its own fully descriptive 6 page leaflet. 
PRICES : Buy one set for £12, 2 sets for £22, 3 or more sets for £10 each. 

please send me the shareware sets ticked below, add £1 P&P per order. 

[□ I enclose a cheque/PO for £ □ Please debit my credit card attach 

I details & signature 

■□ Games 1 □ Games 3 □ CGA Games Disk Size Required 

!□ Games 2 □ Windows Games Leisure □ 3.5" □ 5.25" 

■NAME : 

■ADDRESS : 



SHAREWARE CONNECTIONS . Tel (041) 7751937 
49 BOGHEAD ROAD, KIRKINTILLOCH, GLASGOW. G66 4ED 



225 TOP PC GAMES 



£24.95 



£2.00 P&P 



NEW! NEW! GAMES MEGA PACK 2 

225 MORE GAMES!! 
INCLUDING ALL THE LATEST EGA/VGA TITLES 
Commander Keen 2 - Goodbye Galaxy*: Duke Nukem; Crystal Caves; 
Jumpman Lives; Artie Adventure; Secret Agent Man; 
Danj^erous Dave; MorafPs World; Moraffs Kntrap; Anacreon; Mega 
Dario; Hugo's House of Horrors; Hugo II- Whodunnit; Heyond the 
Titanic; Dracula in London; Alien's Laughed at My C^ardigan; Sea 
Dragon; Prospector; Paganitzu; Spell Chick; Water; Flygame; Groundwar;; 

Drop-It; Goal; Cunning Foot-ball; Miistang; McMurphy's Mansion; Road ' 
Warrior; Sl dozens more Arcade, Board Adventure, Jokes, Strategy, Pu/zles, 

Basic, etc. 

Games marked* supplied on 3-5" disks only. 

ONLY £24.95 + &2 p+p Supplied on 26 5.25 or 14 3.5" Disks 

SllLL A VAIIJKBLH - CAMES MEGA PACK I 
OVER 225 GAMES ! INCLUDING 

Ford Simulator 11; Captain Comic; Railroad; Bushido; Master Spy; Jacaranda Jim; Tetris 
Sh<K)tinK Gallery; Commander Keen; Jetset; I)u n^eons ik Dragons; Blast; Banaoids; EGAn>ids. 
Roulette; 3D Tetris; Bass Tour; Pharoes Tomb; Grand Prix; Popcorn; Alrlrax; 3D Chess; 21; EGA 
Trek; Egalx>mStarGcx)se; Cribbage; Dark Ages; Wizards Lair ; Global Warfare; Maximus; Pc Tennis. 
Pc Pool; Americas Cup; Golf; + Dozens more Arcade , Adventure, Pinball, Cards, Strategy, 
Simulations, 
jokes. Board, etc.etc!! 



Please send me:Games Mega Pack 1 (« 
Games Mega Pack 2 ( 



Name : .. 
Address : 



£24.95 ^ £2 p&p 
£24.95 -I- £2 P&P 



~l Overseas Postage 
1 EC - £3 Non Ec - E4 



Postcode 



I enclose £~ 
I 



I require 5. 25" J 3.5" J Disks PGR 



* E.G. SOFTWARE * 

★ ★ 13 SHANNON DRIVE, HUDDKRSFIELD HD3 31 I ** 
★ ★ ACCESS/MSA ORDERS ON 0484 460070 ★* 
★ ★10 AM -9PM TDAYS^^ 



The P.C. Leisure 



SALES ACTION LINES 

South : 081-893-3630 North : 0506-63650(1 



SOUTH 
60 CONSTANCK ROAD 
WHITTON 
TWICKKNHAM 
TW2 7JA. 



NORTH 
32 KIRK ROAD 

BATHOATK 
WKST LOTHIAN 
1RW 




NEW MULTIMEDIA 
UPGRADE KIT 



£459-00 Including VAT, P&P 



SOUNDBLASTER PRO 



WINDOWS 3.1 
BUNDLED CD TITLES 



SOUNMI.ASTKII V.2.0 
C104.98 

SOUNMLASTKfl MCV 
For PS2 CIM.M 

SOUNMLASTm PRO 2 
C184.9S 

NKWI SOUNDBLASTKR 
MCV PRO CARD 
C1M.9S 

VIDBO BLASTKR 

Tlw MulUiindla VMm 
liftoff MA Fof Your PC 

Soundblaster Accessories 

J306 Mains Speakers 

C/MS Chips Option 

Midi Adaptor 1/1 with Voyetra SpPro 

Midi Adaptor 1/5 with Voyetra SpJr 

Voice Editor Software 

Software Developers Kit (Dos & windows) 




£39.95 
£19.95 
£49.95 
£69.95 
£49.95 
£59.95 



Software 

Leisure Suit Larry 5 
Police Quest 3 
Red Baron 
Civilisation 
Willie Beamish 
Hyperspeed 
Falcon 3 
Gunship 2000 

Midwinter 2 Flames Of Freedom 
Silent Sen/ice 2 
Wing Commander 2 

Wing Commander 2 Special Operations 1 

CD-Rom Game Titles fuii ust Of Over 200 cd mes 
Stellar 7 

Sherlock Holmes Consulting Detective 
Composer Quest MFC 
Battlechess 
Kings Quest V 

CH Products Joysticks A Gamecards 

Mach I 
Mach I Plus 
Mach II 
Mach III 
Flightstick 

Gamecard Automatic - SOMhz 
Gamecard Automatic - 33Mhz MCA 

Music Software 

Tetra Compositor 

Song Wright Symphony No. 5 

Midisoft Studio tor Windows 



£34.95 
£29.95 
£29.95 
£29.95 
£29.95 
£31.95 
£39.95 
£29.95 
£31.95 
£24.95 
£27.95 
£15.95 



£39.95 
£49.95 
£69.00 
£49.95 
£39.95 



£14.95 
£17.95 
£21.95 
£25.95 
£34.95 
£29.95 
£34.95 



£59.95 
£99.95 
£179.95 



All prices mclude VAT and Postage 
No hidden extras !! 



Extensive range of PC Entertainment titles in stock and full range 
of Soundblaster accesories - please phone for full price list 
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Introducing 

share 
ware 



Although shareware has been 
in existence for several 
years, many PC users are 
unclear as to exactly what it is. 
There is such a wide choice of 
software these days that it can be 
very difficult and costly to choose 
the right program for an 
application. The only realistic way 
to know whether a program is 
suitable is to try it out first. With 
shareware you can do just that. 
The basic principle is that users 
I can obtain shareware programs for 
i just a few pounds from an 
: authorised shareware vendor. If 
they find them useful, they are 



asked to make a payment, directly 
to the author and register 
themselves as a user. By registering, 
they can expect printed manuals, 
updates and technical support from 
the author. 

The amount and level of support 
required and documentation 
depends upon the complexity of 
the program. 

The registered version of a game, 
may , for example, be just £5 but a 
full Business Finance package 
could be £125 or so. 

However in most cases, the 
registered version is likely to be 
considerably cheaper than the 



equivalent commercial program. 

Of course, if a program is not 
found suitable, the user just re- 
formats the disk and uses it for 
something else. 

Shareware software is NOT public 
domain. It is copyright software in 
the same way as any regular 
commercial program is - it's the 
method of promotion and 
distribution that differs. 

Public domain software is where 
the author has relinquished his or 
her copyright permitting others to 
distribute the software. There is no 
request for payment from the 
author 



ABOUT THIS REVIEW SECTION 

The purpose of this section of PC Review is to offer concise 
but informative reviews of what we believe to be the best 
programs in each respective category. 
We offer a points out of ten score based on three criteria:- 

1. How well does it perform the task? 

2. How easy is it to use, particularly in terms of getting 
started? 

3. Understandable documentation and help files. 

Each review identifies the name of the program, author and 
the registration fee, where known. 

In popular fields there are often many different programs 
available to cover a particular function. In these cases the 
standards are very high and consequently the rating is 
higher. There would be no point in offering you a sub- 
standard program in a well-served category. 
However, in more specialised fields, there will be relatively 
few programs available so there may be cases when a lower 
rating will have to be tolerated as there is no better 
alternative. 

shareware programs may be obtained from a variety of 
sources. However, for your convenience, we have arranged 
that all programs featured in this review may be obtained 
from one source - Advantage which is a well-established, 
authorised shareware mail order company, based in 
Cheltenham. 

PC Review readers can order their disks directly from 
Advantage either by phone, fax or post and can expect fast 
delivery.Advantage will also provide getting started support 
and advice. 

As a special offer to PC Review readers, Advantage is offering 
a 25% discount on its regular price of £3 a disk - quote PC 
Review when calling or use the special priority order form at 
the end of this section and get your disks for just £2.25 each 
(both 5.25" and 3.5") including VAT. 



WHICH COMPUTER? 

There are so many varieties of computer and operating 
system (DOS) around today we cannot guarantee that all 
programs will work on all computers. However most 
programs mn on a 512K RAM PC compatible running MS- 
DOS version 2.0 or above. A single floppy drive is usually 
acceptable but a dual drive or hard disk is more beneficial 
not just for these programs but for most of your other work 
as well. 

A code is placed by each program if the minimum 
requirement is more than a basic PC compatible with a 
Hercules mono monitor: 

CGA: Colour Graphics Adapter required with Colour 
Monitor. 

EGA: Enhanced Graphics Adapter required with high 
resolution monitor. 

VGA: Video Graphics Array required with high resolution 
monitor. 

HD: Hard Disk Drive required. 

\ 

Mono and CGA programs will run on an EGA or VGA moni- 
tor. Also, many CGA programs will run on a mono monitor 
if you load a CGA emulator program (also available as 
shareware). 

Programs are written by a USA author unless otherwise stat- 
ed. 

Programs which make use of a printer expect to find an 
IBM or Epson-compatible. Most modern printers are. 

If you have any questions about shareware or 
wish to discuss your requirements please call 
Advantage (not PC Review) on (0242) 224340. 
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SHAREWARE REVIEWS 



PERSONAL ORGANISERS 

Calendar Mate 

(one disk) 

Author: Hawk Software 
Registration: $22 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 7/10 

Calendar Mate is designed to 
create personalised 
calendars. The user defines 
events to the program and it will 
display them on the calendars 
when printed. There are three 
types of calendars that can be 
printed - a monthly block calen- 
dar, a one page yearly calendar 
and a daily appointment 
calendar/scheduler. The month- 
ly calendar can display up to 
three events per day. 

In addition to the attractive 
printed calendars, Calendar 
Mate's can handle different types 
of repeating events - simple 
intervals like 'yearly', 'weekly' or 
'third Monday of the month' or 
'Wed-Fri' for example. It can 
even delete or reschedule single 
occurrences of a repeating 
event. 

Defining events to the system 
is a simple task. Much effort has 
been invested in making the 
program intuitive and user 
friendly. There is context 
sensitive help available 
anywhere in the program. 

As well as the simplicity and 
ease of use built into the 
program there are several 
powerful features including 



Readability Plus (one disk) 

Autlior: Scandinavian PC Systems 
Registration: $25 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 9/10 

Don't confuse Readability Plus with 
grammar and style checkers. It starts 
where those programs leave off In fact, most 
users have a fine command of the English 
language and don't need grammar checkers. 

Grammar checkers correct many grammar 
and word usage errors. And they'll let you stip- 
ulate how strict you want those grammar rules 
applied through the selection of what they call business, technical and personal "styles'.But their 
definition of style applies to word usage, not writing rhythm and word and sentence cadence. 

In contrast. Readability Plus assumes that what you've written is mechanically correct. Rather 
than look for errors, it looks for sentences and words that aren't appropriate for your intended 
audience and purpose - those things that make writing boring and unintelligible to the reader. 
Compare your text with any of the nine writing style models provided with the program. 'Align' 
the style of your draft with the model's so that they're indistinguishable. 

Whether you want to want to write love letters that read like advertising copy (not such a daft 
idea!), or technical papers that read like well-crafted magazine articles. Readability Plus gives 
you the writing edge that only other Readability Plus users enjoy! 
Readability Plus really works! 

It produces graphical and statistical analysis of any passage which can be tested under a wide 
variety of categories - newspaper, technical, magazine article, novel etc. 




automatic computation of Easter 
and lunar cycles, mouse 
support, optional Julian dates, 
automatic event repetition. 
Calendars are printed in English, 
French, German or Spanish. 

DESK TOP PURLISHING 

Print Partner 

(one disk) 
Autlior: Robert 
Bequette 



Registration: $20 
Performance: 9/10 
Ease of Use: 9/10 

Print Partner is three 
programs in one, each fully 
menu-controlled and very easy 
to operate. It produces printed 
banners, signs, and calendars for 
any year/month. You can also 
save and reload any of your 
compositions for later use. 

First, Banner prints text of your 
choice on a roll of paper with 



■ cttit^t en ptioiu necidl 



; Reniiidcr DaIc iUhcn Text (CLASS:"ALL") 



elp 4 55 «■ 



•Early Bird Ucrsioii l.Of released? 
*S<iMple :^tArtii)g Tile - add, delete or 
•"ncrge" in HOLIDflYSREH rcninder file, ► 



! (A.\-yi/ \ Hun':, il ! r t.fi;ic.t: ' 



Early Bird 

Author: Allan Computer Products 
Registration: $30 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use 8/10 

There are several programs available which 
offer desktop diary and appointments 
functions. Most of them are 'memory-resident', 
that is, they are available at the touch of a key, 
while you are in the middle of another applica- 
tion, for example your WP or Accounts. 

Early Bird is probably one of the best user- 
friendly, full-featured reminder and calendar 
programs available. 

It features simple or complex reminder types (for instance, third from the last Thursday of every 
ninth month), desktop calendar and scan (AUTOEXEC.BAT) modes, colour pull-down and pop- 
up menus, context sensitive on-line help, alarm, DOS shell, mouse support, file manipulation 
commands, and selectable group printing. 

In addition. Early Bird offers user definable classes, notice, print, colour and display options, spe 
cial sound and visual effects and reminder creation defaults. Once you try it, you'll never stop 













-J 
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letters about six inches high. 
You can have a graphic on either 
end and use any font you 
require. Print Parmer attempts to 
smooth the text and graphics to 
make them look better. 

Next, Sign, usually the most 
popular function, produces an 
A4 sheet containing lines of text 
each of which can be printed 
again with your choice of font. 
Signs may have any number of 
two different graphics you seled 
and may be placed anywhere 
on the page. 

Third, Calendar, prints an A4 
size desk top or wall-mounted 
monthly calendar with a box for ^ 
each day to fill in manually as 
required, for any month from 
1980 to 2098, with the month 
name in any font you select. 
Print Partner can be configured 
for most printers and comes with 
a varied interesting set of fonts. 

Mossbum Clip 
Art Collection 

(one disc per title) 
Autlior: Mossbum 
Graphics 

Registration: £12 per 

title 

Performance: 9/10 
Ease of Use: 9/10 

This UK author has created a 
large collection of high 
quality line and continuous 
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tone drawings of celebrities, 
great statesmen, animals, 
cartoon characters and artists. 
The drawings, by a variety of 
new artists are presented in sets 
of up to 5 disks in 3 5" media 
(720k) or 10 disks of 5.25" 
(360k). They are available in 
GEM (for Ventura Publisher) 
and in TIFF and in PCX formats 
for all other DTP routines. Sets 
cost the same price whatever 
the format or media. 
The authors state that the 
collection, will be continually 
updated and extended. Many 
artists are already working on 
new titles. Their work will 
include great painters, writers, 
composers, poets, film stars, 
television personalities, world 
leaders, scientists, comic 
heroes, explorers, royalty... and 
so on. 

All Mossbum Clip Art Disks, 
including Ornamental Drop 
Capitals and Scalefonts are 
offered free of copyright, which 
means that you may use them 
freely in publications. 
The following clip-art titles are 
released as shareware (1 disc 
per title) 

•Clipart: Artists writers & 
composers (TIFF) 
•Clipart: Artists writers & 
tomposers (PCX) 
•Clipart: Animals, cuties & 
critters (TIFF) 
•Clipart: Animals, cuties & 
critters (PCX) 
•Clipart: Film stars (TIFF) 
•Clipart: Film stars (POO 
•Clipart: Great statesmen 
(TIFF) 

All Mossbum Clip Art disks, 
including omamental drop cap- 
itals and scalefonts are offered 
free of copyright, which means 
that you may use them freely in 
publications. 

(Please specify GEM, TIFF or 
PCX format when ordering 
shareware) 

DRAWING AND 
PAINTING 

Desktop Paint 

256 i.4r 

Author: Steve Rimmer 
Registration: $35.00 
Performance: 9/10 
Ease of Use: 7/10 

Desktop Paint 256 is a full 
colour bitmapped paint 
program written to use the 
extended resolution of super 
VGA cards. It features a mouse 
driven user interface, full 
colour manipulation and draw- 



ing tools and a choice of popu- 
lar image file formats. Desktop 
Paint 256 supports the 
following image file formats: 
•PCX (as used by ZSoft's PC 
Paintbrush) 

•GIF (as used by CompuServe) 
•IFF/LBM (as used by 
Electronic Arts' Deluxe Paint) 
•TIFF 

Desktop Paint 256 will work 
with image files having 
between two and 256 colours. 
However, if you're working 
with two colour... 
monochrome... graphics, you'll 
find that our monochrome 
Desktop Paint package is better 
for handling them. It's faster, 
requires much less memory and 
has tools designed for 
monochrome applications. 
Desktop Paint 256 is a paint 
program, rather than a drawing 
program. It does not support 
GEM, Corel Draw, Designer, 
DXF or EPS files. 
Unlike many other paint 
programs. Desktop Paint 256 
features complete EMS and 
XMS support. It will handle 
enormous images... pictures 
which unpack into several 
megabytes... if you have 
sufficient expanded or 
extended memory in your 
system. Note that you must 
have at least 300 kilobytes of 
EMS or XMS to edit a 640 by 480 
pixel picture under Desktop 
Paint 256. 

You can theoretically run 
Desktop Paint 256 on an 8088 
based system, although it will 
be very slow and cumbersome. 



We recommend at least an 
80286 system. An 80386 system 
will improve its performance 
considerably. Desktop Paint 
256 requires a Microsoft 
compatible mouse and VGA 
driver. If you've got the kit — 
this is a great package. 
For those who do not have 
VGA we recommend the EGA 
version which is also available 
as shareware. 

HOME FINANCE 

Page Cheque 
BcSk ^ 

(one disk) 
Author: Gary Finlay 
Registration: Not 
specified 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

At last someone has 
developed a practical 
system for UK users to manage 
financial transactions with ease 
and accuracy. Page Cheque 
Book will track your bank, 
credit card, building society 
and savings accounts online. 
Page Cheque Book will:- 

• remember all of your regular 
payments and receipts. 

• remind you when recurring 
entries are due to be posted. 

• accept your adhoc payments 
and receipts. 

• reconcile your statements 
simply and quickly. 

• analyse your account in 
detail. 



• save you time and might save 
you bank charges. 
You can tell Page Cheque Book 
about any 'standing orders' you 
have. An order is any regular 
payment or receipt, eg 
magazine subscription, the 
monthly mortgage or your 
salary cheque. Once told. Page 
Cheque Book never forgets to 
remind you to 'post' the order 
on the correa date. If you 
attempt to 'post' it too early, 
you will be alerted to that fact. 
You can tell Page Cheque Book 
about your adhoc payments 
and receipts, e.g. cheques 
written, bank charges, interest 
charged and received. 
When a statement is received 
you can 'reconcile' Page 
Cheque Book's transactions 
against it. 

Home Accounts 

(one disk) 
Autlior: Blackwood 
Software UK 
Registration: £io 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

How many times have you 
received your monthly 
statement from the bank, show- 
ing a final balance of lots of 
money, only to find that the last 
half dozen cheques you wrote 
out have not been cashed yet' 
Here's a solution to end this 
confusion for once and for all. 

With Home Accounts you can 
keep an up to date record of 



mmm 



EGA Colouring Book 

(two disks) 
Autlior: Kinderware 
Registration: £20 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 9/10 

All children enjoy colouring in pictures. 
You can now avoid all the mess of paint 
pots, water and dirty brushes by using the 
modem hi-tech method of your PC running 
this neat program. 

EGA Colouring Book (ECB) allows children to 
use over 500 colours and patterns to colour full ' 
screen pictures. A selection of five pictures is supplied with the shareware version — more when 
you register. 

Children will enjoy bringing the pictures to life with colour. ECB teaches eye-hand co-ordination 
and encourages artistic expression. ECB is very easy to use and is suitable for children as young as 
3 years — there is no need to be able to read. The only problem reported is that children have 
difficulty getting the parents and grandparents to stop using ECB. 

Most of the common commands have picture icons which can be easily identified. EGA Colouring 
Book is a great program to use to introduce the computer to children. They will have so much fun, 
they won't even realize that they are learning basic computer skills. 

ECB runs in the EGA high resolution (640 x 350) 16 colour mode to provide beautifully detailed 

pictures and hundreds of vivid colours (produced by mixing the 16 screen colours). 

EGA Colouring Book will provide many happy hours of entertainment for the entire family. 
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your account(s). You can enter 
all your Standing Orders and 
Transfer them to your monthly 
account when due. 

At the end of each month, the 
final balance can be carried for- 
ward as the starting balance for 
the next month. A full 
breakdown of your monthly 
expenditure is available at the 
press of a key. 

The program also includes 
Loan Calculator which works 
out the total interest on a given 
amount, and will display the 
monthly and weekly payments 
required to pay the loan in the 
given time. 

The third feature in this 
program is Mailing List. All you 
have to do is enter the Names 
and Addresses into the 
database. 

When you want to print out a 
Name and Address, just select 
the Name you wish to print, 
enter the size of envelope you 
are using and the program will 
do the rest. Your Name and 
Address will be centred on the 
envelope. 

Checkmate Plus 

(two disks) 
Author: Custom 
Technologies 
Registration: $15.00 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 7/10 

One of the most popular uses 
of a home computer is in 
the control and monitoring of 
domestic finances. These can 
range from a straightforward 12 
month breakdown of incoming 
and out going monies through to 
a mini-accounts package 
offering detailed analyses and 
reports. 

Checkmate Plus falls more in 
the latter category, however. It is 
sufficiently well-presented and 
well-documented to be used in 
any simpler application. You 
don't have to make use of the 
more advanced features initially 
or at all. The strength is that the 
more powerful features are there 
to be used as you gain 
confidence and explore the 
potential of the program. 

CheckMate Plus is a full- 
featured, easy to use,cheque 
book-based accounting 
package. It is a real accounting 
package, with real double-entry 
transactions. You can produce 
true balance sheets and income 
statements as well as numerous 
budgeting and graphical reports. 
CheckMate Plus is intuitive, 



easy to use, and has extensive 
on-line help. To use the more 
sophisticated features you will 
need the user's guide to fully 
exploit its power. It comes with 
a disk-based introductory user's 
guide to aid you in evaluation. 
This is quite large. 

Household 
Register 

(one disk) 
Registration: $34.95 
Performance: 7/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

Most people have no real 
idea of the value of their 
possessions.Whilst this may not 
be important most of the time, 
should a disaster strike and they 
need to fill in a wad of forms for 
their insurance claim, it can 
often be difficult to persuade the 
insurance company of the full 
value of your things. 

So, before a problem occurs it 
is wise to take an inventory,- 
itemising all your goods and 
chattels and attaching their 
value. What better way to do this 
than on your PC? 

Household Register is a fully 
equipped database system 
specifically tailored to log all 
your household possessions 
with their corresponding values, 
analyse the data and produce 
valuation reports and statistics. 

You can use the reports to initi- 
ate your insurance assessment 
and present it to the insurance 
company along with any claims 
you may need to make. 

HOME MANAGEMENT 

Collect! 

(1 disk) 

Auttior:GL Alston 
Registration: $25 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

A collector's program should 
be a tool. Not just one to 
record stuff on a computer disk 
instead of paper, but one that 
can analyse and manipulate the 
information. Many programs, 
for instance, allow you to enter 
the price you paid for such and 
such an object, but offer very 
little manipulation. You are not 
really doing anything that 
cannot be done with a 
notebook 

Collea! is an advanced 
specialty database that is used 
to keep track of the things 
people collect. It can also be 
used by small dealers. It will 



also serve to keep track of 
household inventory. 
Collect! offers unique features 
that make this collector's 
database faster and easier to 
use than any other product: - 

* Common spelling file 

* Works in RAM memory, not 
the disk 

* All data on one screen 

* User changeable database 
templates 

* Mouse Support 

* Financial data 

* Masked printing 

Collect! is not as cryptic as some 
database products can be. 
Rather than using the standard 
menu system (Add, Change, 
Delete, etc.), Collect! uses pop- 
up windows and a mouse and 
is laid out to be easily 
understood. 

GENEALOGY 

Trees H 

(one disk) 

Author: Tomorrow's 

Designs 

Registration: £49.95 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

In some families, there already 
exists a wealth of information, 
stored in various forms, just 
waiting to be ordered and exam- 
ined. In others, records are 
patchy. Tracing further into the 
past involves careful 
investigation, following clues, 
hunting through public records 
for new leads. 

The science and art of 
investigations, (and it has all the 
attributes of both), is genealogy. 
Investigating your heritage 
produces vast amounts of data, 
and the genealogist must find 
ways of recording it, then 
correlating it to discover the 
stories that lies behind it. 

Trees has been designed to aid 
the genealogist so as to make his 
or her job as simple and as fun as 
possible. While requiring no 
great specialist knowledge about 
either computing or genealogy, 
it nevertheless has all the power 
and scope of other fully 
professional genealogical 
software. 

We are all proud possessors of 
a heritage that goes back to the 
dawn of recorded time and 
beyond. 

Our ancestors have many tales 
to tell, can we but find them. 
And having found them, what 
better way to manage the 
information than with your PC? 



Brother's 
Keeper 

(three disks) 
Author: John Steed 
Registration: $40 
Performance: 9/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

Brother's Keeper is a set of 
programs which will help 
you organise your family tree 
information, and which will 
print the information in several 
ways. 

You will be able to print 
descendant charts which show 
how anyone named in your file 
is related to everyone else. You 
may also print ancestor charts, 
family group sheets, 
alphabetically-ordered name 
lists, descendant trees, lists of 
birthdays, and customised 
reports. 

For each person entered in the 
file you may include a date of 
birth, a date of death, and three 
other significant dates and you 
may store a place of birth, a 
place of death, and a place for 
three other noteworthy events. 
You also may enter two 
additional fields for any other 
events or information you feel is 
relevant, the subject matter for 
which you may define. 

Each person can have up to 
seven message lines of addition- 
al data, or a text file of unlimited 
size containing notes and adden- 
da. Each person may have up to 
eight marriages stored (enough, 
even, for Elizabeth Taylor). Each 
marriage record can hold a 
marriage date, a place of 
marriage and one additional 
date and place,and can store up 
to 24 children. 

Brothers Keeper is a very com- 
prehensive system which offers 
all the features required by the 
average genealogist. It therefore 
comes highly recommended. 

PUaiECQBNER 

Cipher 

Author: Nels Anderson 
Registration: $15 
Performance: 7/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 
Monitor IVpe: 
VGA/EGA/text mode 
(colour or mono); 
best on VGA/EGA 
iMouse: Yes (optional; 
VGA/EGA modes 
only) J 
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X-Word Wright 

(one disk) 
Author: Peter Milne 
Registration: £15 
Performance: 7/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

Here is a great way to produce your own 
( 



customised crossword puzzles, quickly 
and accurately. You can use ready-made shells 
or design your own. 

Registered users benefit from a word search 
utility giving the ability to search puzzles for 
words that will fit in the spaces in the grid. Can 
get you out of some nasty comers. 

You also get the ability to search dictionary files for words that will fit in the spaces in the grid and 
the ability to search puzzles for clues that match words in the grid. Can save a lot of typing, but 
also allows you to review treatments that you have used before and modify them, or choose 
another. And if you're stuck for time, it's a must! 

Sample puzzles are provided and these can be printed out on any standard printer. In addition to 
your own amusement, this program is ideal for filing up the pages of your local newsletter, club 
magazine or for keeping the youngsters entertained on a rainy afternoon. 
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Cipher is a crypto-quotes 
type game, updated to sup- 
port hi-res EGA and VGA 
graphics and mouse play. It 
includes many puzzles to solve 
plus options such as help, hints, 
save/restore, etc. You can also 
create your own puzzle files. 
All game play can be done with 
a mouse or with the keyboard 
according to the players prefer- 
ences. 

The objective of Cipher is to 
solve a word puzzle. You must 
try to discover the real meaning 
of a quotation or other phrase 
that has been encrypted. 

Also available from the same 
author - Cipher for Windows. 
Just like regular Cipher, only 
this runs under the Microsoft 
Windows 3 environment. It 
includes standard Windows 
help with complete game 
instructions. 

SP ORT$ 

Pools! 

(1 disk) 

Author: Kerry M Walsh 
Registration: £19.95 
Performance: n/a 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

This Football Pools Draw 
Predictor works by 
computing a unique weighting 
factor for each team in the 
various divisions. This factor is 
based upon the performance of 
that team, at home and away, 
over the most recent 15 weeks. 
You are required to keep these 
performance data up to date by 
entering the number of goals 



scored by each team and it's 
opponent weekly. The program 
automatically calculates all the 
other data it requires from this 
input and discards data over 15 
weeks old. 

To predict the draws for the 
next week's matches you just 
enter the team numbers of the 
opposing teams and the 
program compares their 
weighting factors and predicts a 
result. If the program predicts a 
drawn game it also displays the 
'odds' for that drawn game. 
Low odds (1:1 is the lowest) 
indicates that the two teams' 
weighting factors are very 
close. Higher odds indicate 
increasingly less likely draws. 
This is useftil if the program 
predicts more draws than you 
require for your particular 
pools entry. Just discard the 
higher odds draws until you 
have the correct number for 
your perm plan or entry. 
The author says "1. 1 chose to 
use the previous 15 weeks data 
in the prediction routine rather 
than the 'season so far' data 
because I found from 
experience that the predictions 
produced by the program grew 
less accurate as the season 
wore on. In other words a team 
is only considered as good as 
it's last 15 games". 

Golf 

Performance 
Analysis System 

(one disk) 

Autlior: O Systems UK 
Registration: Fee 
optional 



Performance: 9/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

This unique computer 
system will not cure your 
slice, hook, shank or yips — for 
that you need the advice of 
your PGA professional! 
However, by identiying, and 
more importantly quantifying, 
key strengths and weaknesses 
any serious golfer can learn to 
overcome their real handicap 
— inadequate course strategy. 
Simply recording a few details 
for each hole played produces 
lOOO's of useful statistics about 
your game. This fascinating 
insight into your performance 
can be used to develop a whole 
new approach to the Royal & 
Ancient Art of Golf. 
The various functions of the 
Golf System are selected from 
menus along the bottom of the 
screen. To the left of the menu 
is its title, and the current 
option on the menu is 
highlighted. 

This program is designed to 
work with even the most basic 
PC system and automatically 
introduces improved features 
such as graphics, colour, mouse 
control etc, if the hardware is 
there to support them. 
The whole of the user 
instruction manual is contained 
in the File GOLF.HLP and is 
available on-screen by selecting 
the ? option at the start of each 
menu. If help is requested topi- 
cal information for the current 
menu will be displayed, and 
other sections of the user 
manual can be accessed by 
selecting an option from the 
help menu. 
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The evaluation edition of the 
Golf system is distributed with 
three sample data files 
containing records for courses, 
players and scores. This will 
enable you to evaluate the 
features of the system. 

Owzat! 

(two discs) 

Autlior: Brian Williams 

Registration: £35 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 9/10 
Hard disk required 

A comprehensive cricket 
scoring and statistic 
generating program designed 
to provide detailed and 
accurate analyses of match 
results. Club and Players' 
averages etc. both on screen 
and printed, with the minimum 
amount of data input. 
A wide variety of reports, 
aggregates and statistics can be 
generated, configured by any 
combination of date, 
competition and other 
qualification criteria. 
These can then be printed with 
enhanced titles etc (where a 
suitable printer is employed) 
making them highly suitable for 
club notice boards etc. 
The program takes you 
intelligently through all of the 
data entry stages, in a format 
consistent with popular cricket 
score books, basing input upon 
the amount of information you 
wish to record. 

Useful features include facilities 
to allow the generation and 
maintenance of a squad of 
regular players to reduce the 
amount of keyboard input. In 
addition a file of up to 50 
Leagues and 50 Cup 
competitions can be held, 
allowing selective reports to be 
generated. 

These features not only keep 
typing effort to a minimum, but 
also help to maintain a 
consistency of quality in 
printed reports and reduce the 
likelihood of data entry errors. 
Screen colours are coded to 
their respective menus. This 
helps keep the user always 
aware of his position in the pro- 
gram structure. 

The program provides informa- 
tion and instruction in a 
consistent format throughout. 
Windows pop up to provide 
information, such as the squad 
table or a list of previously 
played matches. A red message 
line provides options. 
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instructions and messages at 
various stages throughout the 
program. If you make an 
incorrect selection from a 
menu, you have the opportuni- 
ty to escape back to menu by 
pressing the ESC key. 

FOOD AND DRINK 

Edna's Cook 
Book 

(one disk) 
Author: specialty 
Microware 
Registration: $29 
Performance: 7/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

Edna's Cook Book is for 
recording, filing, listing, and 
printing recipes. Essentially, it is 
the equivalent of the cookbook 
in which you now keep all your 
recipes, except that it is 
electronic. 

The program may also be used 
in the preparation of cook books 
for publication, since it facilitates 
organisation and printing. 

If you can type, you no longer 
have to deal with disorganised 
slips of paper and clippings 
thrown together in a drawer or 
box,only to be frustrated when 
you can't find that particular 
recipe that you remember you 
had, except you can't remember 
where it is,or what the precise 
name of it is. 

Edna's Cook Book will take 
care of the tedious part, so you 
can get on with the real work. 
Good cooking. 

The only thing we are not told 
is who Edna is! 

Kim's Kitchen 

(two disks) 
Author: N/A 
Registration: n/a 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

Kim's Kitchen is more than a 
recipe management system. 
It features a fully operational 
database system of items and 
recipes from which the user can 
create menus, shopping lists and 
stock control management. 

It is a useful tool for both the 
home cook and professional 
restaurateur and eliminates 
much of the drudgery in 
maintaining stock levels and cre- 
ating shopping lists (or purchase 
orders). 

The program contains an 
alarm, a note pad, a calculator. 



a conversion table and context 
sensitive help, all accessible by 
function keys. 

Recipes are a set of quantities 
of items with instructions. Menu 
plans are a set of recipes and 
items, while your shopping lists 
can be created from either items, 
recipes, menu plans,stock levels 
or any mixture of the above. 

There is a very comprehensive 
set of report handling features to 
complement the functionality of 
Kim's Kitchen.Supplied with the 
software are example databases 
and indexes. 



LIFESTYLE 

Wedding 
Organiser 

(1 cfek) 

Autlior: Chris Irwin 
Registration: $20 
Performance: 7/10 
Ease of Use: 9/10 

The Wedding Season is now 
upon us and this disc is 
bound to have something 
useful on it — it comprises a 
comprehensive invitation 
Manager, a Budgeting 
Spreadsheet, a To Do List, a 
Vendor Notebook and even a 
series of Sex Lessons (!). All 
fully menu-driven. 
The Invitation Manager 
automatically sorts guest lists 
alphabetically, tallies RSVP's, 
tracks gifts and thank you's and 
sorts and prints guest lists. 
The Budgeting Spreadsheet lets 
you create a budget, with up to 
45 expense categories, 
compare actual costs vs. 
budget, keep track of who 
paidand print it all out. 
The To-do List is preset with all 
standard wedding tasks which 
you can edit to create your own 
version. 

The Vendor Notebook keeps 
track of all the vendors (florists, 
caterers, etc.) that will be 
involved in your wedding. 
And finally, for those who want 
to know more about the birds 
and the bees there are some sex 
lessons included. 

FIRST STEPS 

Sarah and 
Katie's First 
Disk 

Autlior: Meg Noah 
Registration: $15 
Performance: 8/10 



Ease of Use: 9/10 

Requires a colour 
monitor (VGA, EGA, or 
CGA) 

There are many software 
packages for children ages 
three or four, but SarahWare is 
specifically aimed at infants and 
toddlers. It is not^ intended as 
educational but more as a 
stimulation by allowing them to 
interaaively select colours and 
designs which fill the screen in 
an animated way. 

Infants quickly become 
fascinated by the quickly 
changing bright pictures. Those 
as young as three months old 
will learn to press the keys to 
change the design. By five 
months, two fisted banging 
begins but can be controlled by 
parents encouragement. By 
nine months the baby will have 
learned that certain function 
keys play music and have 
favourite letter keys. 

Katie's Clock is designed to 
help youngsters tell the time. It 
operates in five time modes: 
normal, random, sequential, 
input, and digital. All times are 
clearly displayed on a 
colourful, easy to read clock 
face. 

Options are to type in the 
displayed time or, conversely, 
set the hands of the clock to 
match the time stated. Good 
use is made of the graphics dis- 
play and colours to stimulate 
interest. 

Wunderbook 

(one disk) 
Author: Hung Fam Li 
Registration: $10 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease Of Use: 9/10 

There is something for aU 
youngsters in this selection 
for 3-10 year olds. Each game is 
fiin but contains a strong 
educational element too. Each of 
the five topics uses simple 
symbol-type menus which are 
selected from the keyboard or 
using a mouse. 

Whilst the disc contains six 
basic topics, additional ones can 
be added at a later date as the 
child progresses. 

The topics covered are objects, 
numbers, alphabets, words, 
shapes and language of different 
cultures, the latter may also be of 
interest to adults. 

Each program is designed to 
stimulate children's memory, 
perception pattern recognition 
and language manipulation 
whilst also encouraging the 



child to explore and play. 

Parents can also track their 
child's progress using scoring 
tables built into the program. 

Animated 
Alphabet 

(four disks) 
Author: Tom Guthrey 
Registration: $8 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 9/10 

Requires EGAA^GA and 
Hard Disk. 

The authors have decided to 
make full use of graphic 
animation techniques to teach 
youngsters their alphabet. The 
correct answer is rewarded 
with a variety of clever little ani- 
mated sequences. 

Each letter of the alphabet is 
displayed on the screen and, 
when the child presses the 
corresponding key a picture of 
an everyday object is displayed 
whose name begins with the 
letter selected. 

Each picture then undergoes a 
clever animated sequence 
lasting for about 15 to 30 
seconds eg A for Acorn shows a 
falling acorn which then grows 
into an oak tree which then 
sheds an acorn which falls and 
grows into a tree and so on ... 

The registration copy is 
personalised with you child's 
own name which is used 
during the program's operation. 
It also includes an extra 
program called ABC Song. 

EARLY LEARNING 

Fun with Maths 

(1 disk) 

Autlior: Paul T Dawson 
Registration: None 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 9/10 

Requires at least CGA 

At the outset, there is no 
attempt to hide the faa that 
these programs look like and 
plays like arcade games. So it is 
likely that children will want to 
get stuck in to playing them. 
The subtle part is that they will 
be learning elements of 
arithhmetic at the same time. 
The games are all classic 
favourites including Space 
Invaders, a ladders and 
platforms game like Donkey 
Kong and a Hungry Snake 
game. They all offer a choice of 
four skill levels and, in order to 
score points, the player has to 
answer a series of arithmetic 
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problems. All four basic 
function — addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and 
division — are exercised. 
The concept and overall 
presentation of this program is 
good and it will appeal to 
parents and children alike. 

Fun with 
Letters & Words 

(one disk) 

Author: Frank Holmes 
Registration: $15 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 9/10 

Developed specifically for 
the authors daughter to sat- 
isfy her curiosity about the 
alphabet Fun With Letters & 
Words has now grown into a 
multi-level reading program. 
The development has been 
done in conjunction with 
reading specialists and parents. 
The authors have also picked 
up ideas watching other 
children use the program to 
ensure that it provides a good 
balance between play and edu- 
cational activity. 
The program offers plenty of 
on-screen help for both the 
child and parent. All levels are 
menu-selected. To get the best 
out of the program we 
recommend activities are done 
together. 

A good introduction to the sub- 
ject which has obviously had a 
lot of thought put into it. 

Fun with 
Designs 

(one msk) 

Author: Frank Holmes 
Registration: $15 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 9/10 

Fun With Designs introduces the 
concept of simple geometric 
shapes and pattem recognition to 
youngsters (suggested age range 4-9). 
It mns in either CGA or EGA 
mode depending what is 
available and, of course, offers 
a wider range of colours and 
beter graphics on EGA. 
Selection of shapes and colours 
is all straight from the screen 
using symbols and not words. 
Control is via the cursor key 
pad and lettered keys. 
Picture elements can be moved 
around, erased, added and 
coloured. Facilities are 
provided for saving and 
loading part-fmished or 
completed creations. 



LANGUAGES 

Macbeth Tutor 

(two disks) 
Author: Steve Herbert 
Registration: Apply 
Performance: 7/io 
Ease of Use: 9/10 

Macbeth is one of 
Shakespeare's most 
powerful tragedies, and its 
elements of ambition, 
witchcraft and murder make 
any performance of it 
memorable. Just reading the 
play from a textbook can make 
it dry and lifeless so, this author 
has devised a neat computer 
program to make study more 
interesting. 

The program consists of a series 
of activities to assist secondary 
school students learning the 
play part of their English 
literature studies. The student 
can select the activity of his 
choice from a series of menus. 
Activities include several 
quizzes or games, notes on a 
wide variety of topics, graphics 
of the Globe Theatre and even 
a competition with the chance 
to win worthwhile prizes. 
The games are designed to be 
fun and at the same time to pro- 
vide a fairly painless way to 
memorise quotations, learn 
important speeches, and in 
general, to become familiar 
with the plot, characters and 
themes of the play. 

GCSE French 

(two disks) 
Author: Mike 
Greenwood 
Registration: £28.75 
Performance: 7/10 
Ease of Use: 9/10 

Although there are a few 
French tutorial programs 
available on the shareware 
circuit, most of them only cover 
the basics and are not 
specifically aimed at students. 
Now UK author Mike 
Greenwood has produced a 
useful nee program designed to 
offer practical help to GCSE 
French students. 
GCSE French offers a range of 
menu-controlled options for 
learning the language and 
testing your knowledge of the 
language. 

The general presentation is 
good and encourages the user 
to explore further. GCSE 
French is suitable for age 10 
upwards. 



A good revision aid but note 
that the shareware version 
restricts the options available in 
this mode. The full version has 
already undergone successful 
trials at a local college. 

MATHS 

X-YSee EGA 
X-YSeeVGA 

(one disk each) 
Registration: $30 each 
Performance: 9/10 
Ease of Use: 7/10 

XYSee supplements 
secondary school and 
college level studies in 
Algebra, Geometry, and 
Trigonometry. 

XYSee is an interactive, com- 
puter-aided-instructional 
program featuring high 
resolution colour graphic 
displays of standard equations. 
XYSee includes extensive 
coverage of points, lines, conic 
sections, trigonometry, 
parametrics, composites, and 
artistic mathematics. The 
adaptive power of this unique, 
menu driven program s 
enhanced through the use of 
macros to illustrate 
mathematical principles and 
implement fully automated test- 
ing. 

XYSee's game module 
challenges the student to solve 
puzzles with complexities. The 
goal is to duplicate the form, 
position, and orientation of 
functions by selecting proper 
variable values. Special help is 
available for identifying bound- 
aries and zeroing in on 
solutions. A performance 
reporting module continuously 
tracks solution attempts and the 
difficulty level attained. 
A version of X-Y See is also 
available for Hercules/CGA 
users (2 disks) 

Learning Maths 

(one disk) 
Author: Robert J. 
Farrell 

Registration: $9.00 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 9/10 

How does a busy parent get 
his/her child to sit down 
and work out thirty or forty 
arithmetic problems without 
resenting the "punishment"? 
How can a busy parent cope 
with checking the answers and 
monitoring the performance? 
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The "Wizard" offers the 
solution to this dilemma. It is a 
comprehensive, competitive 
exerciser for arithmetic. It lets 
child and parent work together. 
Parents don't have to waste 
time making up problems or 
correcting right answers. The 
Wizard takes care of that. And 
after each 10 problem game he 
calculates the new average, 
checks the score against the 
best ever and the player's own 
previous best performance, 
announces the score, and 
celebrates the player's 
progress. 

The program provides random- 
ly generated, graded problems 
that cover a wide selection of 
the elementary school 
mathematics curriculum. Each 
type of problem has 10 levels. 
Each level has a target score. A 
score is determined both from 
the number of errors and the 
time it takes to solve 10 
problems. 

Since the Wizard asks for and 
remembers a player's age, it can 
and does restrict access to 
easier problems by age. 
From age 13 up, Learning 
Maths presents the option of 
playing with negative numbers. 
Any level from 5 up of any type 
of problem may be played at 
any age level when using nega- 
tive numbers. 

Disc also includes Funnels & 
Buckets and the Times Tables 

HUMANITIES 

The World 
About Us 

(one disk) 
Author: HinhVan 
Nguyen 

Registration: $15.00 
Performance: 9/10 
Ease Of Use: 8/10 

Requires CGA, EGA, or 
VGA board and a compat- 
ible monitor 

World Info is not only a 
useful aid to geography 
students but also makes an inter- 
esting way of finding out more 
about the world and testing the 
family's knowledge of countries, 
capitals and rivers. Of course 
with recent events some 
changes are inevitable but this is 
true of any World atlas. 

The program displays on the 
screen a map of the entire world 
or part selected from the menu - 
Africa, America, Asia, Australia, 
Europe. You then have the 
options of country names, 
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capital names, information by 
country, information by capital 
or information by maps. 

The first two of these will ask 
you the name of the Country or 
Capital highlight on screen 
according to the continent you 
preferred before. The second 
two will wait for you to type the 
Country or the capital . After you 
ENTER, the computer will try to 
Match your input of the Country 
or the Capital and display the 
country name, the capital, popu- 
lation, population/square mile, 
largest city, area (square miles), 
languages and religions. 

Option 6 has a circle on the 
screen and waits for you to 
move. You can use arrow keys 
or Home, PgUp, End, and Pg Dn 
keys to move the circle. Press 
Enter will let you know the 
Country and Capital names. 

Other options available 
include the 12 Longest Rivers in 
the World, the 12 highest 
Mountains, the 12 largest Lakes 
and Seas. 

Historical 
Calendar 

(one disk) 
Author: Bemd Kratz 
Registration: $10 
Performance: 7/10 
Ease of Use: 9/10 

This disc features The 
Historical Calendar of 
Western Europe AD 550 to 1970 
(1 to 2700). Users can select 
from a variety of different 
calendar systems — Gregorian, 
Julian, Jewish, Moslem, French 
Revolutionary, Icelandic and 
liturgical. 

Each calendar may be viewed 
on-screen or printed out. Each 
one features sp)ecial days as 
appropriate to that particular 
year. Historical information is 
included. 

The program would be useful 
top historians and as an aid in 
education. 

SCiENCES 

Senior Physics 
Facts 

(one disk) 
Author: R Lamont 
Registration: £io 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

Senior Physics Facts is a 
physics tutorial for students 
of 15+ years of age. The topics 
covered in the tutorial are:- 
1. Waves, 2. Sound, 3. Light, 4. 



Mechanics, 5. Heat and temper- 
ature, 6. Electrostatics, 7. 
Current electricity, 8. 
Magnetism, 9. Atomic physics, 
10. Electronics, 11. Nuclear 
physics. 

The tutorial features interesting 
historical facts about many 
famous physicists. It is built on 
a hypertext system ie there are 
multiple levels of descriptive 
text "below" each key word in 
the text. 

The tutorial makes an excellent 
learning and revision aid for 
second year students. It can be 
operated by either the 
keyboard or mouse. 

Cell Biology 

(one disk) 
Airttion 

Leonard Ginsberg 
Registration: $20 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Ifee: 8/10 

Requires EGA or VGA 
card and a mouse. 

The subject of Cell Biology, 
particularly DNA synthesis, 
lends itself well to being taught 
on a computer as a picture 
displayed at the right time can 
explain a point far more readily 
than dry text. 

This program is intended to 
help students assess their level 
of knowledge and review the 
basic concepts in the subject 
area. It is not intended to 
replace lectures or the reading 
of the text. 
The program was designed to 



allow students to move through 
this difficult material at their 
own pace. 

Cell Biology uses a PC tutorial 
System called U-Tutor and this 
has been applied to a number 
of other tutorials. 

The system makes learning 
more interesting by combining 
text and graphics plus a series 
of question and answer 
routines to get you on to the 
next topic. 

The author is a college 
lecturer and so is well acquaint- 
ed with the needs of students. 
The complete Cell biology 
Program is available to 
registered users ( four tutorials 
in all). 

CHRISTIAN SOFTWARE 

SamFindex 

(seven disks) 
Author: David Bayliss 

Registration: £io 
Performance: 9/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

SamFindex can be used by 
Bible students, ministers 
and theologians to search the 
bible for words or groups of 
words and to display the 
relevant verses. It can also be 
used to browse or read sections 
of the bible. Built into Findex is 
a simple text editor to enable 
notes to be written 
concurrently with using Findex. 
The simplest action is to search 
for occurrences of a single 
word (the current word.) The 



word is entered and the search 
initiated. Findex will then find 
the first occurence of the word 
and you can ask it to continue 
finding it until it reaches the 
end. 

Often you will wish to look at 
verses surrounding the one that 
is selected. The power of 
SamFindex really becomes 
apparent when searching for a 
verse using a more complex 
pattern. 

SamFindex is designed to run 
on PC's and complete 
compatibles with Mono, CGA, 
EGA, VGA or Hercules display 
adapters. By default it writes to 
the screen in a way which is 
very quick but relies heavily on 
the memory layout of the PC. 

MUSIC 

Musician's 
Toolbox 

(one disk) 
Auttior: D T Richards 
Registration: £io 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 9/10 
Requires EGA or VGA 

The Musician's Tcx)lbox com- 
bines these functions:- 
The Chord Analyser provides 
the musical spelling of the chord 
symbol sprinted on most sheet 
music. The relevant notes are 
sounded and displayed 
graphically on a simulated 
keyboard. Accepts a variety 
ofstyles of chord symbols and 
no difficulty should be 



Melissa's Music 
Flashcards 

(one disli) 

Author: Roger A Johnston 
Registration: £15 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

Requires EGA and mouse 

In watching children try to learn the notes and 
keys of the music staff for piano lessons, the 
use of old-fashioned flashcards was boring to 
them (and the adults). This program was 
written with those flashcards in mind. 

An interaaive computer environment would be both entertaining and interesting. The use of this 
program probably requires some knowledge of music, such as what a note is, what sharps and 
flats do, the difference between treble and bass clefs, etc. 

However, when this program is used in the context of learning a musical instrument, the theory 
should pose no problem. Fundamentally, this program allows one to choose the clef and the num- 
ber of sharp or flats in the key signature after which key signatures and notes are displayed at 
random on the staff. You can guess at the note or have it displayed as a key on the keyboard. 
Animating the notes adds interest to the process of learning the names of the notes and keys. 
You can either supervise the sUident along with the progam or let them practice at the students 
own pace. 

A useful aid to learning the principles of musical notation. 
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Dress Me Up 

(one disk) 

Author: Christopher Gunn 

Registration: $35 
Performance: 7/io 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

Requires EGA or VGA Mouse 
recommended 

Dress Me Up is an imaginative paper doll 
game with a rather endearing colleaion of 
animals to dress up. 

A girl and a boy may be picked from any of the _ r i u • 

four kinds of stuffed animals on the shelf to play with. The idea is to select a range of clothmg to 
dress the doll up in. , . j i . 

There are blouses, skirts, slacks, hose, purses, jackets, shoes, hats, coats, shirts, sweaters and socks 
hidden behind the cabinet doors to choose from. , , c- 

Dress Me Up comes with two complete outfits for the girl and boy animals and eight more outfits 
can be added to their wardrobes. 1 1 u 

In addition to all the different clothes, a water colour box will appear on the screen and let the 
child paint the clothes or the animals themselves. The paint box includes polka dots, stnpes, and a 

wild plaid. . u 2 i n 

Dress Me Up quietly enhances neatness, memory and word skills and is suited to the age 
range. Using a mouse is an automatic option. 



experienced on this account. 
Guitar Chord Dictionary. By 
luessing the space bar after 
ising the keyboard Chord 
\nalyser, a graphical display of 
lie equivalent chord shape for 
guitar may be obtained. Three 
alternative possibilities are given 
w hich may vary in suitability 
depending on the current 
Inlaying position on the guitar 
neck, the degree of proficiency 
( )f the player,etc. 

Ear Training. Most musicians 
are aware of the importance of 
car training (particularly in 
improvised music). This is also a 
requirement in the examinations 
( )f the Associated Board of the 
Koyal Schools of Music and simi- 
lar bodies. This module plays 
random intervals and requires 
the student to select the 
appropriate description. 

Metronome provides a usable 
metronome, supporting all prac- 
tical tempos and any time 
signature in either simple or 
compound time. The audio 
output is accompanied by a 
matching visual display. 

Transposer provides an instant 
reference for transposition of 
notes between any two keys. As 
the transposition is shown for 
the entire chromatic scale (so 
allowing for the inclusion of 
accidentals) it is irrelevant 
whether the key is major or 
minor. For this reason, only the 
tonic note of the key should be 
entered (e.g. "G" rather than 
"Gminor" or "Gm"). 

Instrument Information 
provides details of the range and 
usability of all the most common 
instruments of the orchestra This 
information is indispensable to 
musicians who wish to arrange 
for ensembles of instmments 
with which they may not be 
wholly familiar. 

UTILITIES 

Essential 
Utilities 

(one disk) 
Aiitlior: Various 
Registration: Mostly 
Public Domain 
Performance: N/A 
Ease of Use: N/A 

As the name implies, this 
collection of utilities is an 
essential addition to anyones 
collection. Out of the 50 
programs crammed on to the 
disc there have got be at least 
two or three which are worth 
the price of the disc alone. 
Highlights include the 



Command Line Editor which 
replaces the exteremely limited 
Function key F3 repeat last 
command with a full "logbook" 
of all commands entered since 
the machine was switched on. 
These are accessed by simply 
operating the cursor up/down 
keys -great for repetitive work. 
CWEEP is a great enhancement 
to the standard directory 
command. Each file on the disc 
is presented individually and 
you can view, print, rename, 
delete, copy, change status etc 
at the touch of a key. A 
powerful tagging system 
enables you to do operations 
on groups of files at the same 
time. 

Other utilities include Sorted 
Direaory, Disc Catalog, Clock, 
Clockfix, Alarm, Cover, CPU, 
DVShell, HOTDOS, Partner, 
Hyde/Unhyde, MDSecret, 
CDSecret, RDSecret, FDate, 
RenDir, Tree, 

Treecopy,Treedir, Undelete, 
Whereis, Lock/Unlock, Lockit, 
NO, Cursor, Nocursor, 
Normcursor, RAMFree, Vprint, 
Readonly/Readwrite, Park, 
Timepark, Slow, CGA 
Emulator, etc. 

CHILDREN'S GAMES 

Pallanda 

(one disk) 
Author: ShareGames 
Registration: $15 
Performance: 7/io 
EaseofUse:8/io 

Requires EGA or VGA. 
Mouse recommended. 



This is a fun game for young- 
sters age between five and 
10 but it offers enough strategy 
and luck to make it challenging 
for Mum and Dad too. 

Prince Pallanda can be includ- 
ed as one of the four players. 
The name, Pallanda, comes 
from 'Pal Land' where everyone 
plays happily together and 
King Pallanda makes sure 
everyone plays fair. 

The object of the game is to 
land on the gold circle in the 
centre by moving to the closest 
colour shown on the spinner. 
There are hidden surprises 
everywhere along the way with 
pictures you can watch being 
drawn. It sounds simple. 
However, the nearest matching 
colour is often in the wrong 
direction! 

Pallanda is designed so even 
youngsters that aren't reading 
yet can learn to play well. 
Finding the closest colour 
enhances counting skills. 
Learning the easy way. 

ARCADE GAMES 

Monuments of 
Mars 

(one disk) 
Author: Apogee 
Registration: £29.95 
Performance 8/io 
Ease Of Use 8/10 
Requires CGA, EGA or 

VGA 



In the game, NASA lias sent 
several manned missions to 
explore the mysterious 
monuments but every one has 
ended in disaster. Soon after 
the astronauts landed on Mars 
NASA lost contact with them 
and no one knows why. 

You're the last hope. You 
have been chosen for a special 
mission to rescue the missing 
astronauts and to discover the 
secrets of the Martian 
monuments. The game begins 
just after your ship lands on 
Mars near the site of one of the 
many monuments. 

This is an arcade/adventure 
game set in the near future in 
which you explore a secret 
underground city on Mars. In 
the first volume (First Contact) 
you need to survive 20 unique 
and challenging levels/screens 
filled with puzzles, traps, 
creatures and useful artefacts. 

This game features great 
graphics and sound effects, 
plus a compelling and 
fascinating story. Features 
include save/restore, high score 
chart, sound on/off and 
keyboard configuration. This is 
the first game to give you 
unlimited lives! You never see a 
"Game Over" message in The 
Monuments of Mars!: you just 
restart the level whenever you 
die so you can focus on solving 
each level without the hassles 
of constantly saving and restor- 
ing your game. 

MorafPs 
Superblast 



pC REVIEW JULY 1992 



SHAREWARE 




Captain Comic 

(one disk) 

Author: Michael A. Denio 

Registration: $10 
Performance: 9/10 
Ease Of Use: 8/10 

Requires EGA 

You are Captain Comic, galactic hero. 
Your mission is to recover three 
treasures from the planet Omsoc, which 
have been stolen away and hidden 
somewhere on the remote planet of Tambi. 

Your task will not be easy, you will need to 
gather tools to increase your fighting and defensive capability, navigate dangerous terrain,and avoid 
or destroy a hoard of deadly creatures. It will take all of the Captain's skill and wit to see the 
treasures returned to Omsoc. 

The Captain Comic character displayed on the screen is controlled from the keyboard using the 
cursor control keys. The Space Bar makes him jump and, once he has collected his first can of BIAS- 
TOLA COLA the Insert key makes him fire. 

When COMIC has possession of the DOOR KEY, this key is used to open doors. To open a door 
and pass through, position COMIC in front of the door and press Alt. The door will slide open and 
COMIC will disappear, finding himself elsewhere. 

When COMIC has possession of the WAND, this key is used to teleport to another place on the 
screen. Press Caps Lock and COMIC disappears in a cloud of smoke, and re-appears in a new place 
on the screen. The teleportation is not random, and when used properly, can allow COMIC to reach 
places on the screen that are normally inaccessible. 

COMIC starts the game with 5 lives, and no objects in his inventory.The game will end after 
COMIC retrieves all three treasures or when all spare lives are exhausted. The treasures include rare 
gems, a sack of rare coins and a jewelled crown. 



(one disk) 
Autlior: Moraffware 
Registration: £35 for 
complete set of 

Pames 
erformance: 8/10 
Ease of Use:9/io 

There have been many games 
based on the original 
Breakout theme where your task 
is to bounce a ball at a wall using 
a simple paddle, chipping away 
at the bricks until you get to the 
other side - but none of them is 
in the same class as MorafPs 
Superblast. 

This one has so many new fea- 
tures that it brings a whole new 
life to the theme. The action is 
fast but not so fast that the game 
is unplayable (and it can be 
adjusted) but interest is 
sustained by the fact that each 
time a screen is completed a 
totally new and very different 
one comes up. 

The variety of objects is also 
quite wide, some break up, 
some explode into a myriad of 
more balls, some bounce off, 
some make your paddle bigger, 
others make it smaller, others 
are one-way only. 

The program has been cleverly 
designed to work on all types of 
monitors and adjusts the 
resolution and graphics 
accordingly. This is the sort of 



game you shouldn't start late at 
night or you'll be going to bed in 
the small hours! 

EGA/VGA GAMES 
Quatris Pro 

(one disk) 
Author: Eugene 



Ignatius Kim 
Registration: $10 
Performance: 7/10 
Ease Of Use: 9/10 

Requires An EGAA^GA 
card 

This is an extensive and 
compulsive version of the 



now legendary game Tetris, 
designed specially for PC's with 
EGA or VGA graphics. 
You may either move your 
mouse or use your cursor pad 
to select a choice in the menu 
and then play the game. A 
robot instructs you what to do. 
For those of you who are 
unfamiliar with the rules of the 
game:- 

You see four sets of blocks in 
the top of the window at the 
beginning of the game. These 
blocks will slowly fall to the 
b>ottom. You can rotate these 
blocks by pressing Enter. You 
can also move them Right, Left, 
and Down by using the cursor 
pad. However, you can not 
move them upwards. You can 
move and rotate the blocks so 
that you will have no space in 
between each blocks when 
they fall to the floor. 
The main purpose of this game 
is to completely fill in one or 
more rows with these blocks. 
When you do so the filled line 
will be removed by the 
computer giving you more 
space to fill up. The more times 
you do this, the higher your 
score. If you make mistakes 
and leave "holes" the blocks 
will fill up to the top of the 
screen and the game will stop. 

Sticky Wicket 

(one disk) 

Author: Mark Carter 



Arctic Explorer 

(one disc) 

Author: Apogee Software 
Registration: £29.95 
Performance: 9/10 
Ease of Use:9/10 

This is the second exciting adventure of 
Nevada Smith. Nevada wasn't satisfied 
with finding the elusive pharaoh's tomb in his 
first adventure. After months of searching and 
studying ancient maps, Nevada has stumbled 
upon the location of a tremendous Viking trea- 
sure cave. Join our intrepid hero as he heads 
for the Araic in this stunning and chilling new adventure series! 

Arctic Adventure contains 80 all-new diabolical levels, packed with mind bending, puzzling 
arcade action designed to keep you from ever succeeding. Nevada will face freezing waters, 
diabolical traps, slippery ice patches, falling stalactites, runaway snowballs and even abominable 
snowmen! 

There are many, many more obstacles for Nevada to overcome in this highly adventurous series. 
You will start on a vast arctic "worid" map and must find your way around the hazardous ice caves 
You are searching for the remaining fragments of a map that will eventually lead you to the 
location of the hidden treasure cave. Gadier pick axes to break walls and bullets to shoot 
dangerous enemies, or find the boat to cross the freezing waters to unknown caves. Throughout 
your adventure you'll also find many bonus items to increase your wealth (and score). It's up to 
you to learn the use of any objea you discover, and whether it should be altogether avoided. This 
game uses the FAST (Fluid Animation Software Technology) system which allows for flicker free 
movement even on the older IBM PC's. 
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Registration: £10 
Performance: 9/io 
Ease Of Use: 8/10 

Requires EGA 

Sticky Wicket is the ultimate 
cricket game for the PC. It 
combines the art of captaincy 
with week to week action of 
[flaying. 

Your objective is to win the 
league and 'Sticky' cup. Your 
predecessor has left, 
despondent with the teams 
poor run of recent results. By 
selecting the team, choosing 
field placings, who bowls the 
crucial overs, where everyone 
bats and even when a player 
must run you aim to return the 
team to its former glory. Your 
success at doing so will be 
compared to the greats e.g W.G 
Grace , M.Brearly in the hall of 
fame. Hence the term 'Sticky 
Wicket' hence the situaton you 
face where winning is the 
difference between glory and 
failure! The shareware version 
is limited to 1 LEAGUE season 
only. 

Features include: 
•Database of 128 players, 8 
teams each with career figures 
(updated seasonally) 
•Ability / Form / Fitness ratings 
• Seasonal and Career Averages 
•A season of 40-over Sunday 
League matches including 
league table, fixture list and full 
results service every week 
•Edited highlights of the game 
including all the action shots, 
LEW and other dismissals 
•Umpire decisions in response 
to appeals 
•Team selection 
•Five different field settings 
•Your personal career page 

SKILL AND STRATEGY 

Seabattle UK 

(one disk) 
Author: S. Rooney 
Registration: n/a 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

In the period between the early 
1900s and just after the 
Second World War, the 
battleship was considered to be 
the capital ship of the world's 
navies. Starting with the British 
Dreadnought and culminating in 
the United States Iowa class of 
battleships, which were in 
action in the Gulf albeit using 
weapons not heard or dreamed 
of initially. 

Seabattle is an historically 
accurate simulation based on 



these famous warships. The 
objective is for the player of 
either side to achieve the 
minimum conditions for victory. 
Victory is not simply determined 
by the number and type of ships 
sunk on both sides. There are 
four different types of objective 
a player may be set: 1) Destroy 
Enemy Naval Forces 2) Move 
Ships To Objeaive 3) Deny 
Enemy Its Objectives 4) Perform 
Raiding. 

Seabattle requires either CGA 
or EGAA^GA. In its registered 
form it enables a player to take 
on the computer or another 
player whilst in command of up 
to 20 ships and more than 50 
squadrons of aircraft (both carri- 
er and land based) 

Megagopoly 

(one disc) 
Autlior: Visualk Data 
Communications 
Registration: $15 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease Of Use: 8/10 

You have just inherited one 
hundred thousand dollars. 
Your current employment 
enables you to save $5,000 per 
year. Your challenge is to 
become financially 
independent within a twenty 
year period. 

Each year will offer three 
investment opportunities, a 
MEGAGRAM, and a summary 
of current investments. 
Decisions to buy and sell assets 
should be based upon econom- 
ic conditions, risk factors and 
yield characteristics. All 
accounts are up-dated at the 
time of transaction. 
Financial independence is mea- 
sured by the value of net worth. 
Net worth is the difference 
between assets and liabilities. 
Investments can be one of five 
types: real estate, stocks, 
bonds, oil, or gas. Each 
investment has associated risk 
factors, which weigh the specu- 
lative nature of said investment. 
Megagopoly can be played at 
many levels. The users' manual 
provides detailed instructions, 
investment strategies and a 
glossary of terms. 

Army 

Manoeuvres 

(one disk) 
Autlior: Dwain 
Goforth 
Registration: $20 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease Of Use: 7/10 



Requires VGA and a 
mouse and 286 or better 

Army Manoeuvres is an 
interesting blend of Risk 
and Chess with the added 
bonus of colourful animated 
graphics. 

The object of the game is to 
defeat the opposing captain 
while proteaing your captain 
from attack ("capture the flag".) 
There are four kinds of pieces, 
a board with various kinds of 
terrain and two rafts which can 
be used to cross the lake. 
The fundamental gameplay is 
based on determination of a 
game strategy then acting out 
attack and defence using rolls 
of the (computer) dice to deter- 
mine the outcome. The game 
does, however, have a lot of 
rules — which the computer 
sees to it are enforced. These 
rules make the way the game 
plays out far more interesting 
and realistic. 

Each piece, ranging from 
Captain, through Artillery, 
Calvary through to Infantry 
starts has its own unique 
characteristics and game rules, 
these are fully described in the 
accompanying documentation. 
The natural features also play a 
part — water, walls, rafts etc. 
Army is fun for one player and 
even better for two. Highly rec- 
ommended. 

GRAPHICS 
ADVENTURES 

Hugon 
WhoDunnit? 

(one disk) 
Author: David P. Gray 
Registration: $20.00 
Performance: 9/10 
Ease Of Use: 9/10 
Requires EGA and 
Hard Disk 

It's adventure time again as 
Hugo and Penelope get swept 
up in another superbly animated 
3D EGA extravaganza! This time 
a murder mystery is afoot with a 
couple of fiendish twists and a 
large helping of humour along 
the way. 
Just look what's in store; a 
revolving bookcase, a saucy 
French maid, and a murderer!! 
Hugo II, Whodunnit^ follows the 
same look and feel of Hugo's 
House Of Horrors but with 
many more screens and 
characters. 

If you enjoyed the original 
Hugo adventure, Hugo II is a 
real treat in store for you! 



Use simple English to instruct 
Hugo to perform an action. For 
example "look around" or "look 
at door" to look at things. To 
pick something up try "pick up 
the gun" or "get gun" or "take 
gun" etc. Many synonyms are 
allowed but if Hugo doesn't 
seem to understand, try re- 
phrasing your command. 

Kingdom of 
Krozn 

(one disk) 
Autlior: Apogee 
Software 
Productions 
Registration: £9-95 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 9/10 

Kingdom of Kroz II uses 
high-speed l6-colour text- 
based graphics and therefore 
works on all machines. It 
features a tremendous sound 
effects library. This shareware 
game is the first in a series 
totalling seven different games. 
The author has adopted an 
unusual and effeaive method of 
registration, instead of asking for 
payment for this, the first game 
in the series, he asks satisfied 
users to pay for the subsequent 
games in the series. 

You must navigate through 
dangerous chambers, solving 
puzzles and avoiding pitfalls. 
CoUea gems, whips, chests, 
nuggets, tablets,keys and scrolls 
to aid your progress. This game 
is as much strategic as it is pure 
arcade fun. 

ZZT 

(one disk) 
Author: Tim Sweeney 
& Allen Pilgrim 
Registration: £5 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease Of Use: 8/10 

TO complete the Town of 
ZZT, you must master 43 
game boards filled with 
creatures and ingenious 
puzzles. The game is very 
challenging and requires a 
good amount of brain power as 
well as fast reflexes. 
ZZT includes a game editor so 
you can create your own game 
worlds using a set of ready 
made objects. You can also 
write small programs to control 
objects using the built in ZZT- 
OOP programming language. 
When you discover a new 
objea, try touching it. Nearly 
everything has some sort of 
purpose (but watch out for red 
herrings!) 
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You can expect to play ZZT a 
total of about 20 hours before 
you finish the game. It is well 
worth the effort and you can 
always take your journey one 
step at a time. 

ZZT requires a PC compatible 
computer with at least 512k 
RAM and any graphics adapter 
with a colour or monochrome 
screen. Keyboard, Joystick and 
Mouse operation are fully 
supported. 

Super ZZT 
(one disk) 
Author: Tim Sweeney 
& Allen Pilgrim 

Registration: £5 
Performance: 9/10 
Ease Of Use: 8/10 

This is a great sequel to the 
popular Town Of ZZT 
game. Journey through the 
giant seven-level Monster Zoo, 
shooting monsters and solving 
puzzles every step of the way! 
This game boasts an ultra- 
colourful four-way scrolling 
playfield and offers hints at the 
press of a button, plus all of the 
diabolical tricks that made the 
original ZZT worthwhile. 
Super ZZT is a graphics 
adventure style game similar in 
style to the famous Kroz series 
but with a more active playing 
field and plenty of taxing 
puzzles. 

CLASSIC ADVENTURES 

Cliff Diver 

(one disk) 

Author: Patrick Farley 

Registration: $10 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

This is the author's first 
attempt at computerised 
interactive fiction; an adventure 
novel entitled, Crime to the 
Ninth Power. In this game, 
you'll be introduced to a 
character named Cliff Diver; a 
private investigator living and 
working in San Francisco. 

Knowing your way around 
would certainly be an 
advantage in playing the game. 
Cliff may talk about something 
down by the waterfront, and 
you may remember driving 
along the waterfront. But as to 
going there and trying to find 
the building Cliff mentioned, I 
don't think you'll have a lot of 
luck. 

The game is quite challenging 
but is interspersed with 
Infocom-style humour which 



makes it entertaining too. 

For those of you who get 
stuck easily and hate wasting 
hours poring over a problem, 
the author has very sensibly 
produced a companion "Hints" 
disk which is also available as 
shareware. 

AMUSEMENTS APfVEB- 
SIQNS 

3 Ball Juggler 

(1 disk) 
Autlior: First 
Ma&nitude 
Registration: $15 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease Of Use: 9/10 

Requires EGA 

Yes, now your PC can teach 
you how to juggle your 
balls. Using EGA graphics as a 
minimum, a neat, animated 
character shows you how to 
perform a wide variety of tricks. 
You can try some juggling 
yourself using the keyboard 
and you can slow the speed 
right down to get a better idea 
of how it's done. 
The program teaches all the 
fundamentals of three ball 
juggling and demonstrates 
some common mistakes most 
beginners make. 
Graphic and text instruction of 
several tricks are also provided 
so once you've got the hang of 



the basics, you can start 
showing off. 

A challenging multi-level non- 
violent arcade game is also 
included. This game simulates 
juggling with control over each 
hand by the computer user. 
'Armless fun. 

CLASSIC GAMES 

Two Can Play 

(one disk) 
Author: Various 
Registration: various 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease Of Use: 8/10 

Three great games which 
make good use of EGA or 
VGA graphics but will also 
operate on Hercules or CGA 
based systems. 
Boggier is a word game that 
challenges the players to find as 
many words as possible from a 
4x4 square of random letters. 
Players can connect the letters 
to form words. The path 
connecting letters does not 
have to be straight — you can 
connect any letter to any other 
adjoining letter to form large 
words. The only restriaion is 
that you can use each letter 
only once per word. 
DoubleCross is a strategy game 
for two players. The goal is to 
build a solid connection 
between two sides of the 



playing board. Each player tries 
to connect their sides while 
blocking their opponent's 
attempts to do the same. 
Pentrix is a strategy board game 
for two players. It was 
originally written for color VGA 
displays and EGA support was 
added later. This version also 
incorporates the ability to run 
in text-based mode for 
universal compatibility. The 
text mode uses block-graphic 
characters and retains all the 
payability of the graphics 
versions (including point-and- 
click mouse support). All 
display modes are supported 

Mummy's Busy 

(one disk) 
Autlior: Various 
Registration: Various 
Performance: 9/10 
Ease Of Use: 9/10 

The title sums up the 
thinking behind this collec- 
tion of games for young 
children (suggested age range 
4-10) 

Cards is based on the popular 
TV program called Play Your 
Cards Right. You have to guess 
whether the next hidden card is 
going to be higher or lower 
than the one on display. Points 
are awarded for successful 
answers. 

Memory is a game of 












WibUngWilf&the 
Dunjax 

(one disk) 
Autlior: Various 

Registration: various 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 9/10 

Requires CGA 

Wilf is in a spot of trouble. Can you 
guide wibbling Wilf around the maze 
madness? His only hope of survival is to fill 
in the mazes flung at him by the evil jelly- 
like glumphs. Wilf fills in the mazes with 
jam. Boy! Does this make the glumphs angry!! 

So angry in fact that occasionally the glumphs unleash their deadly weapon. Codenamed "Frank" 
the glumphs' secret weapon is cunningly disguised as a boiled sweet. But do not be fooled by 
this., it will do its level best to eat up your jam. Frank is indestructible, but the glumphs can be 
zapped by firing pompoms at them. Watch out though, because they quickly come back! 
Sound Blaster music card. Yes! This program features amazing digitised sound effects. Sorry, but 
you'll only be able to hear them if you own a Sound Blaster-compatible music card. 
Dunjax is a side-view action game challenging you to shoot and jump/levitate your way through 
massive underground labryinths filled with hazardous traps and relentless creatures. Full-screen 
tile graphics are used to simulate the dungeons about you. 

As an intrepid astral explorer you have discovered many uncharted solar systems and their 
respective planets. On your latest starship-propelled expedition you have found a previously 
unknown planetoid with a liveable atmosphere, a rarity of outstanding proportions. However, in 
attempting to touch down on its surface mechanical problems have caused you to crash land on 
a muddy mountain basin, your ship nearly meeting destruction. 
This games compendium disk also includes Bit-Bat, Droid, Robotron and Leaper. 
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Concentration or Pelmanism. A 
deck of 54 cards is laid out face 
down. You try to match the 
cards. If the two cards match 
you receive two points and 
they will be removed. The 
cards are animals and there are 
four of each, with the exception 
of hyena, of which there are 
only two. Matching the hyena 
cards will give you four extra 
points. Be careful: if you match 
cat and mouse or hawk and 
dove you will lose two points 
— they hate each other. But, on 
a one-time basis, if you match 
dog and horse or lion and tiger 
you will get a bonus of two 
points — they love each other. 
Wari is played on a board 
which has 12 compartments 
arranged in two rows of six (the 
arrangement is similar to that of 
an egg carton). The numbers of 
the side represent the quantity 
of the computer's 'counters', 
and the numbers on the lower 
represent the 'counters' on the 
player's side. A movement con- 
sists of taking all the counters 
from one compartments on 
your side and distributing, one 
counter into each of the 
adjacent compartments in a 
counterclockwise direction. 
You score points by capturing 
counters. A capture occurs 
when you sow your last 
counter in an opponent's 
compartment which previously 
contained either one or two 
counters. The counters from 
that compartment are then 
removed from play. 
The game can end in several 
different ways. Play must end 
however when the board is 
empty and all the counters have 
been captured or whenever 
one player has captured more 
than half of the counters. Wari 
also permits a stalemate, where 
each player chases the other 
around the board fruitlessly. 
Numgame is a counting game 
for 5 year olds. It asks the child 
to count up the faces on the 
screen and type the number. 
Remind them to press the Enter 
key after entering the number. 
Finally, Battle is a 
straightforward shoot 'em up 
game for under seven's. 

STOCKS AND SHARES 

Noyes 
Investment 

Ledger (one disk) 
Author: James Noyes 

Registration: £18 UK 



Performance: 7/io 
Ease of Use: 7/10 

The author has produced an 
investment program which 
is fairly easy to use. It is assumed 
that you have been using 
manual records so far and know 
a little about book keeping. 

Data is entered on to a main 
input form on the screen. Once 
you have mastered this part of 
the program, the various reports 
will keep a good control over 
your investment portfolio. 

The author is an accountant 
who has spent many years 
sorting out manual and comput- 
erised accounting problems and 
is therefore well suited to 
creating a program which is 
appropriate to the task without 
confusing the user with jargon 
and complex setting up 
procedures .The Investment 
Ledger features analyses of 
purchase and sales of 
investments, calculates the profit 
and losses and analyses cash 
payments and receipts. 

There is also a bank reconcilia- 
tion facility, memorandum 
database, and several reporting 
funaions. It can handle up to 99 
cash/bank accounts, 999 
nominal ledger headings and a 
maximum value of posting 
currency of £100 million which 
should prove more than enough 
for most investors! 

HOBBIES & PASTIMES 

The Gardener's 
Assistant 

(one disk) 
Author: shannon 
Software 
Registration: $25 
Performance: 6/10 
Ease of Use: 9/10 

Most hobbies and pastimes 
are enhanced by sourcing 
information on the subject and 
getting things better organised. 
As with most things,the PC can 
come in handy. 

Not much software has been 
written on the subject of garden- 
ing, Landscape Plants (reviewed 
earlier) and this one, Gardener's 
Assistant, are about the only two 
we know of. They are American 
and therefore some of the plants 
and weather conditions are not 
applicable to the UK but most of 
the information is still relevant. 

Gardener's Assistant was 
designed to help gardeners plan 
and plant their vegetable patch 
and obtain optimum 
performance from the soil they 



use, the seeds they plant and the 
seasons. 

It works on both mono and 
graphic display adapters but not 
on Hercules. The graphic 
adapter displays are more 
flexible. 

Registration entitles you to a 
copy of the 60 page 
manual, notification of up-dates, 
and reduced price upgrades. 

ASTRONOMY 

The Night Sky 

(four disks) 
Author: A C Stevely 
Registration: £24.95 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

The Night Sky is a computer 
planetarium capable of 
plotting depending on your disk 
system, either 24,000 stars to 
magnitude+7.49, or 45,000 stars 
to magnitude +8.49. 

It is a very easy to use menu- 
driven program. This program 
was written by an amateur 
astronomer who, when he is not 
looking at the stars, drives a 
London Transport bus! 

He has spent many hours 
working on The Night Sky, 
which was originally started as 
an exercise in programming. 
Only when it was almost 
finished did the author think of 
distributing it as a shareware 
program by which time it had 
expanded to four disks. 

Users can select from 28 differ- 
ent locations worldwide. If your 
city is not on the list then you 
will have to look up the altitude 
and longitude of your city in an 
atlas. 

For anyone interested in the 
subject and for serious 
astronomers this program is a 
must.Best used on a hard disk. 

EXPIQRIN C 

Exploring 

Physics (one disk) 
Author: Bruce N. Baker 
Registration: $20 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease Of Use: 9/10 

Exploring Physics comprises 
a suite of programs for 
secondary school students and 
covers: 

- Classical Physics Menu - 
Traditional physics formulas.- 
Relativity Physics Menu - 
Formulas for velocities 
approaching the speed of light.- 



Electrostatics/I>ynamics Menu - 
Formulas involved electricity .- 
Optics Menu - Formulas dealing 
with the study of light.- Math 
Menu - Process vector and 
quadratic equations. - 
Conversion/Calculator Menu - 
Convert units and perform 
simple math.- Display 
Information Menu - Formulas 
and equations displayed. 

Each subjea is split into a 
series of sub-categories. For 
example, 

Electrostatics/Dynamics covers 
a) Coulombs Law. b) Electric 
Field and Voltage Potential by a 
single particle, c) Series 
Capacitors. d)Parallel Induaors. 
e) Parallel Resistors. 0 
Inductance Defined, g) Parallel 
Plate Capacitance. 

The subjects are handled well 
and this disc comes highly 
recommended 

Exploring 
Chemistry 
Author: 

David W. Ostler 
Registration: $29.95 
Performance: 7/10 
Ease of Use: 7/10 

This disk features two 
programs designed to aid 
secondary school chemistry 
students. 

The first is Elements which 
presents the periodic table on 
the screen giving information 
about Atomic Numbers and 
Atomic Weights along with the 
standard symbol for each 
element. 

The Periodic Table appears to 
be fairly up to date and it 
features elements that have not 
even been named yet. It can 
also be printed out. 

The information and periodic 
table can be presented on any 
type of monitor screen and 
graphics card but, as with most 
programs, is clearer and better- 
presented on EGA or VGA. 

The second is Molecule which 
is an an interesting introduction 
to molecular structure, illustrat- 
ing the subject graphically. 

Exploring 

Maths (one disk) 
Authors: Various 
Registratlon:various 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

This suite of programs, an 
upgraded version of a pop- 
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ular title, is ideally suited as a 
tutorial and revision aid for sec- 
ondary school maths students. 
By using a PC-presentation they 
make the subject easier to 
understand and absorb. 

Topics covered are Algebra, 
Fractions, Areas and Volumes. 

Problem solving exercises are 
presented by the program and 
these may be amended by the 
parent or teacher. Answers are 
checked for accuracy and 
scored. 



FILE AND DISK 
MANAGEMENT 

DOS Toolbox 

(two disks) 
Author: 

Computer Tyme 
Performance: 7/10 
Ease of Use: 7/10 

The Computer Tyme DOS 
ToolBox contains powerful 
and simple to use utilities. Some 
of the programs are written for 
beginners, others for 
intermediate and advanced 
users. The Computer Tyme DOS 
ToolBox programs come with 
help screens and on-line 
documentation which give 
quick proficiency with each pro- 
gram. The toolbox was 
originally written in 1985 to pro- 
vide the same funaions for MS- 
DOS as a program called Sweep 
did for CP/M. The main function 
of this program is to be able to 
select files from a list of files, 
then either copy them, move 
them, or delete them. Thus the 
design of this program is such to 
make these functions as easy as 
possible. 

The files are displayed in a ver- 
tical list. The up and down 
arrows, page up, page down, 
home and end keys move you 
through the list. The 'G' (GOTO) 
command is provided to help 
you get to a desired place in the 
list quickly. Files are selected 
(marked)using the right arrow 
key, and unselected (unmarked) 
using the left arrow key. All files 
can be marked using Ctrl-Right 
Arrow and unmarked using the 
Ctrl-Left Arrow. A wild card 
mark is provided to mark all files 
that match a particular mask. 
When files are marked they are 
simultaneously highlighted for 
action. 

For anyone with a lot of 
'housekeeping' to do on the 
mass of anonymous files which 
have accrued on hard and 
floppy disks (and who hasn't?) 



this is a very useful tool which 
let's you get things sorted out 
efficiently. 

Maxiform 

(one disk) 
Author: Heme Data 
Systems Ltd 
Registration: $10 
Performance: 9/10 
Ease of Use: 9/10 

Are you tired of running out 
of space on your floppy 
disks? How would you like to fit 
420k on a 360k disk, 800k on a 
720k disk, 1.4 meg on a 1.2 meg 
disk, or an incredible 1.6 meg on 
a 1.44 meg disk? 

Sound impossible? Well not 
any more. lif you are using DOS 
version 3.2x or later, then this 
innovative new shareware 
program from Heme Data 
Systems is just the thing for you. 
Using Maxi Form for all your 
floppy disk data storage needs is 
like getting an extra one and a 
half disks free with every box of 
floppies that you buy. 

In most cases, no special 
software driver programs are 
required to access these disks 
from DOS. However, in cases 
where reliable standalone 
operation cannot be achieved (it 
is a complex function of ROM 
BIOS details, DOS version and 
disk controller characteristics), 
the simple device driver 
SMAX.COM can be used to 
patch the BIOS code and 
provide resident support. 

To use Maxi Form you will 
need a 1(X)% IBM compatible 
computer (PC, XT, AT, PS/2, 
Convertible, etc) with at least 
one 360K 5.25", 1.2 meg 5.25 
720K 3.5" or 1.44 meg 3.5 " 
floppy drive. The 1.44 meg drive 
can be used to format 800K 3.5" 
disks; and the 1.2 meg drive can 
also be used to format 420K 
disks or 800K 5.25" disks. 
Note that with many BlOSes, 
you will need to use the TSR 
driver program SMAX.COM sup- 
plied with Maxi Form to read 
and write MAXI-style disks 
(especially 800K, 5.25" disks). 

Integrity Master 

(two disks) 
Author: 

Wolfgang Stiller 
Registration: $35 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease Of Use: 8/10 

Integrity Master combines 
several useful disk 
management and file recovery 



functions with powerful virus 
detection and elimination. It 
claims to recognize known 
viruses by name and will 
describe their characteristics and 
then guide you through their 
removal. 

It can detect not only existing 
viruses, but will detect as yet 
unknown viruses. This means 
that, unlike other programs, 
which you must constantly 
update to keep ahead of the cur- 
rent crop of viruses, Integrity 
Master needs no updating. 

Integrity Master will detect any 
form of file or program 
corruption, not just that caused 
by viruses. This makes Integrity 
Master a useful tool to provide 
PC security, change 
management and hardware 
error detection. Why spend your 
time merely checking for viruses 
when you give your PC a 
complete check out with 
Integrity Master? 

Integrity Master can reload sys- 
tem sectors on disks which are 
so badly damaged that DOS can 
no longer recognize them. It is 
useful as an aid to PC security. If 
someone changes, adds or 
deletes any of your files you will 
know. You can run your normal 
test programs to check if your 
disk drive is working OK It will 
even detect if a disk error 
damaged some data yesterday. 

Flexibak Plus 

(one disk) 
Autlior: 

Adrian Mardlin 
Registration: £29.95 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

Flexibak Plus is a flexible, 
easy to use hard disk back- 
up system that takes a logical, 
simple and unique approach to 
the back-up problem. 

With a conventional back-up 
system, you are required to take 
a full back-up approximately 
once a week and do daily 
incremental back-ups which are 
placed on separate disks. Should 
you need to restore from the 
back-up, you must first restore 
the full back-up and then each 
of the incremental back-ups up 
to the last back-up taken. 

With Flexibak Plus Plus, all this 
is different as the concept of full 
back-ups and incremental back- 
ups is removed. Instead, you 
only need to take a full back-up 
once and then all subsequent 
back-ups are placed on the same 
back-up disks, giving some long 



term speed increases, simpler 
file restoration and an improved 
back-up management capability. 



USING THE COMPUTER 

Getting Started 
on Computers 

(One disk) 

Author: Amir Pirouzan 
Registration: $15 
Performance: 9/10 
Ease of Use: 9/10 

There are quite a few 
programs on the market 
which are intended to teach the 
computer. Many of them suffer 
from over-complication and do 
not allow sufficient 'space' for 
the totally new user to get to 
grips with the subject matter. 
Often they do not deal with the 
basic practical necessities of 
getting started. 

Now, the author of Professor 
3T has come up with a really 
practical first-step tutorial for 
PC users which does not make 
any presumptions about the 
user's existing knowledge, nor 
does it drone on and on about 
DOS commands. 

The Professor 3T First Tutor 
teaches novices from scratch 
and covers practical topics 
starting with How To Switch 
On The Machine! Subjects 
covered include Sources of 
Misunderstanding, Computers 
Simplified, Hardware, Memory, 
Software, Human and 
Computer Languages, 
Programming Languages, 
Number Crunching, Program 
Organisation. It tests and scores 
and even issues a printed 
certificate. 

If you need it First Tutor offers a 
wealth of knowledge and a 
comprehensive computer 
literacy course. Recommended 
to anyone who wants to know 
more about the PC without 
wanting to be baffled by techo- 
speak. 

PC-Tutor 

(one disk) 
Autlior: Computer 
Knowledge 
Registration: $15 
Performance: 9/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

The majority of PC users have 
little or no knowledge of the 
way in which the computer and 
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user interaa, ie, the operating 
system. It is true to say some 
knowledge certainly is needed 
even to undertake a few simple 
tasks, such as finding out what is 
on a disk, deleting files, copying 
files, taking back ups and 
formatting blank disks. 

Most PC manuals are virtually 
incomprehensible to the 
newcomer. Reading them can 
often make matters worse. What 
better way to learn how to use 
your computer than on the com- 
puter itself? 

The author of PC-Tutor has 
gone to great lengths to ensure 
that his program helps, not 
hinders, and he does not assume 
any previous knowledge. The 
course is interactive, presenting 
the user with information, then 
asking for a response on the 
keyboard. 

The program covers computer 
history, introduction to DOS,- 
computer terminology, sub- 
directories, hardware, batch 
Tiles, the keyboard and an 
introduction to programming. 

Material is presented in a series 
of screens and the user has the 
ability to move forward or back- 
ward through the tutorials, or 
jump to seleaed locations using 
a menu. Short quizzes test you 
on your knowledge but you may 
bypass these when reviewing 

Fasttype 

(one disk) 
Author: Trentech 
Registration: $20 
Performance: 8/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

Fastype is a typing instruction 
program specifically 
designed for PC styled 
keyboards. These quick-start 
instructions will get you going 
right away. You must have a 
Colour/Graphics Adapter Card- 
(CGA) or equivalent (EGA), 
(NOT Hercules) 

For Drills: Place the fingers of 
each hand on the home keys 
(ASDF JKL:) and type each letter 
as you are prompted for it. The 
selection of letters to type is ran- 
dom: the number of characters 
you successfully type is 
displayed before you start. 
When the drill is finished your 
WPM and other data will be 
displayed in the text panel. For 
Lessons: type each character 
pointed to by the cursor and 
when you reach the symbol, 
press the enter key i\) i tor 



carriage-return). When you 
finish the lesson your WPM and 
other data will be displayed in 
the text panel. 

There are 5 drill, lesson, and 
feature selection menus and two 
sub-menus for selecting 
additional keys to learn. The 
primary menus can be displayed 
by pressing function keys Fl to 
F5 anytime while the screen key- 
board is displayed. And, while 
any selection menu is displayed 
you can go to another menu 
either by selecting it from Menu 
#1 or by first holding down the 
ALT key and pressing Fl, F2, F3, 
F4, or F5. All menus have the 
Help Facility available 

DOS Summary 

(one disk) 
Author: 

Computer Tyme 
Registration: Freeware 
Performance: 7/io 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

A good companion to the PC- 
Tutor and from the same 
author. There is no registration 
fee - the program is yours for 
the price of the shareware copy. 

For anyone who is likely to use 
more than one or two DOS 
commands this program is 
invaluable. 

When starting DOS Summary 
you have the option of accessing 
either an alphabetical menu of 
DOS commands or a menu 
where commands are grouped 
by function. 

A second way of accessing a 
command is by starting the 
program with a command name 
as a parameter. DOS Summary 
will find the closest match to the 
command you entered - so exact 
spelling is not necessary. Only 
DOS commands are in this 
version; batch commands and 
CONFIG.SYS commands are 
not. Support is given up through 
DOS version 4.01. 

MENU SYSTEMS 

Menu Direct 
Gold 

(two disks) 
Althor Applied Micro 
Systems Technology 
Registration: $39.95 
PerforaiaBce: 9/10 
Ease Of Use: 8/10 

Menu Direct Gold is the new 
name for the Point & Shoot 



Hard Disk Manager originally 
released as a commercial 
package. It was nominated for 
one of BYTE's best produa 
awards at Spring COMDEX 1991. 

For anyone with a hard disk 
full of assorted programs and 
files located in a variety of sub- 
directories it makes excellent 
sense. 

Menu Direct Gold is essentially 
a file/directory/program manag- 
er but offers a wide range of 
associated features that make it' 
very powerful. Yet the author 
has ensured that all functions are 
easy to use and clearly 
explained. 

The program offers unlimited 
user menu entries with single 
keystroke execution of 
programs. Split screen file list 
and directory tree. 

The normal Copy, delete, edit, 
find, print, and view single or 
tagged files, Delete, make, 
rename, hide, and print- 
directories are offered plus the 
very useful Undelete files and 
directories. 

Instant DOS access, user- 
defined program colours, floppy 
disk formatting, and mouse sup- 
port are all provided. Menu 
Direct Gold features Pull-down 
menus, hypertext help system, 
password protection, usage 
logging and a host of other 
features make this an excellent 
DOS Shell. 

Power Menu 

(one disk) 

Publisher: shareware 
Publishing 
Registration: £49.95 
Performance: 9/10 
Ease of Use: 8/10 

One of the biggest 
frustrations for a new user 
of a PC is the unfriendly 
operating system which comes 
with it (unless of course you are 
fortunate enough to have a high 
performance computer and 
Windows) 

A newly unwrapped computer 
with a hard disk drive will 
probably just present you with 
the C> prompt when you switch 
it on. You then have to know 
about sub-direaor tree 
structures, DOS commands and 
the appropriate name to type in 
to get any programs running. 

To overcome this problem sev- 
eral authors have written new 
•front-ends* to MS-DOS which 
improve the interface between 
you and your programs. 
These are usually in the form 



of an on-screen menu system 
which lists the options and 
programs available, tells you 
which keys do what. 

Power Menu is one of the best 
examples of the genre. It is easy 
to install and menus are 
completely user-configurable. 
You just type in the title you 
require, the name of the 
program and where it can be 
located. Plenty of on-screen 
context sensitive help is 
provided and there are several 
useful additional utilities if you 
want them. 

Disktree 

(one disk) 

Aytlion Richard Smith 
Registration: $20 
Performance: 9/10 
Easeof llse:8/io 

Making order out of the 
chaos of thousands of files 
contained on even the smallest 
of hard-disk drives is both 
important and incredibly 
tedious. 

Without control and order, files 
get lost, space gets wasted and 
productivity drops as users 
spend more and more time just 
keeping track of what files are 
where. 

Of course, in a perfect world, 
users would save their data 
according to a sensible and logi- 
cal standard of what files should 
go where. Unfortunately, no one 
does this with any real 
conviction and when things get 
confused, there is no quick way 
of sorting the mess out. 

DiskTree is an attempt at creat- 
ing an affordable, powerful and 
above all, easy-to-use disk 
management tool. It offers full 
Microsoft mouse support, 
extended screen resolutions, i.e. 
43 and50 line modes, up to 26 
drives in memory at once and 
betweenlO,000 and 13,000 files 
and directories held in memory. 

Should be quite capable of 
keeping your files in order! 

ImportantHfl 

Tlie prices given are for 
registration of the programs. 
You do not have to send this 
amount when you order 

disks from Advantage 
Shareware. Please send just 
the amount specified on the 
order form for each disk and 

postage and packing. 
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SHAREWARE 



THE ADVANTAGE TOP 50 



1 (1). Classic Games 

2 (2). Tutor Com 

3 (4). Print Partner 

4 (11). Commander Keen 

n 

5 (7). Arcadia 

6 (3). Duke Nukem 
7(6). World Atlas 

8 (5). Henrietta's Book Of 
Spells 

9 (8). Ford Simulator H 

10 (13). Hugo's House Of 
Horrors 

11 (19). Educating Junior 

12 (10). PC Key Draw 

13 (12). French Tutor 

14 (NE). Galaxy Word 
Processor 

15 (14). Exploring Maths 

16 (17). Printer Toolbox 



17 (20). Mummy's Busy 

18 (21). Monuments Of 
Mars 

19 (16). Amy's First Primer 

20 (29). Brother's Keeper 

21 (30). The World About Us 

22 (31). Commander Keen I 

23 (28). Signsmith 

24 (18). Exploring Words 

25 (22). Page Financial 
Controller 

26 (24). Andy's Word 
Games 

27 (26). Dark Ages 

28 (27). PC File V 

29 (37). As-Easy-As 

30 (NE). Shooting Gallery 

31 (NE) Home Accounts 

32 (NE). Space Shades 

33 (23). Zephyr Database 



34 (25). Fun With Maths 

35 (32). Essential UtiUties 

36 (45). Fun And Games 

37 (44). Crossword 
Creator 

38 (34). Dungeons And 
Dragons 

39 (36). Maths Tutor 

40 (41). Grand Prix 

41 (35). Crossword Solver 

42 (42). Power Chess 

43 (47). Fastype 

44 (48). Keep Them 
Amused 

45 (50). Power Menu 

46 (49). Soccer Star 

47 (43). Desk Commando 

48 (38). PC Draft H 

49 (33). Print Shop 

50 (NE). Jump Jet 



PC REVIEW SHAREWARE ORDER FORM 

Enter the titles you require and pay by cheque, PO or credit card. 
Our special price per disk is £2.25 including VAT. 



PLEASE STATE DISK SIZE WHEN ORDERING 



































P&P 


£1.95 


TOTAL 




1 authorise you to debit my ACCESS/VISA card with £ 
NUMBER 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 EXPIRY 
NAME 


ADDRESS 



COMPUTER DISK SIZE 5.2573.5" 



ADVANTAGE (PR) 56 Bath Road, Cheltenham GL53 7HJ 
Tel 0242 224340 Fax 0242 226755 
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FOR SALE 



Hardware 



AMIG A 1500, Monitor, Mouse, 
Joystick, Manuals, Promotional 
software pack value £200; unwanted 
prize, still boxed, ONLY £650. Phone 
(0203) 473340. 



FALCON 3.00 £25, Soundblaster V2 
£80. 25 new formatted 3.5 HD Disks 
£15, Also segate 143MB Hard Disk 
(IDE) £280. Tel: Amer 0836 565987 
Anytime. 



Arena 0^ 

"The Arena for all your sales and wants" 



Software 



WANTED: Red Storm Rising IBM 
3.5" DISKS , Will pay cash or swap 
for Harpoon 1 .2.1 Tel: Kevin 081 950 
7690 

GAMES FOR SALE : UMS II Silent 
Service II - £10 Supemacy - £8 
Midwinter - £6 Waterloo - £3. Ring 
Peter 0954 61032 

FOR SALE : Sierra Games, Police 
2& 3, Space 3 & 4, Kings 4 & 5, Larry 
5, Camelot, Hero's, Iceman, Quest 
Series, Monkey Island 1 , Gods. EGA, 
VGA. £10 -£15 each. 
Phone 0444 241 456. 



MISCELLANEOUS 



KINGS QUEST 5. The complete 
solution. For return of post help. Send 
PO/Cheque £3.00 to A. Monkton, 43 
Ambleside Road, Blackpool. Lanes. 
FY4 4SH 



To advcilisc in 
PC Arena 
please fill in Uie form 
below and send it to 
us at the usual address. 



I M / ^ I ^ J I / Bit was awarded one star). 

Icould be produced to the 
*niga would be to make it 
■only, which would make 
llow, particularly in the 
went ahead and bought it 
I review must have been 



Welcome to PC Reviews new PC Arena! Now you have 
the chance to buy, sell, or just ask for something you*ve 
wanted for weeks! 
What could be easier 



Here's how it works : 

1. All entries cost £5 for a maximum of 25 words, includ- 
ing your address and/or telephone number. Each entry 
must be sent separately with its own £5 cheque. Please do 
not send cash. 

2. All entries are personal, this is strictly a reader service. 

3. All entries must be written on the form below (photo- 
copies are accepted but anything else submitted will not 
be). 

All entries will be served on a first come first served 
basis. If we don't have the space to run your advert we 
will hold it until the next issue unless you clearly state 
otherwise. If we cannot accommodate it in that issue, we 
will tear your cheque into several small and unbankable 
pieces. 

TO APPLY 

Fill in the coupon, along with your name, address and 
telephone number. We'll print all your details, unless you 
specify otherwise; and post it, along with a cheque for £5 
(made out to Emap Images) to 
PC Arena, PC Review Magazine, Emap Images, 
30-32 Farringdon Lane, London. ECl R 3AU. 



I the Amiga and it would 

nfortunately, it was. 
Ii late complaint, but my 
■ excuse made by Anco 

I true then, but now with 
people owning 386 
Yo of the new releases 

I disk and 20MHz at the 
isn't it about time Anco 
rsion of Kick Off, or at 

I or 386 machines only. I 
2r this data disk being 
Md PC Leisure - where is 

liave to invite myself into 

(friend's houses so as to 
e game for ever? Or is 
to produce a PC version 
■\vorth having? 

*rts 

I'ont say what type of 
iard you have, Antony, 

I it works happily with 
thing else, I thinic it's 
iy to be "non-standard" 
I jpta at Anco talis us 

*kw JULY 1992 




mterrTaispealcer. I have read about the 

Gravis UltraSound but I have not seen any 

shop selling it. Has it been released on to 

the market yet^ 

Nick Pom/ret 

Barford 

Warwickshire 

Without linowing anything 
else about the machine you 
C describe, it sounds a 
^^J^ reasonable price to me, 

though you'll have to contain 
your soul in patience for Strike 
Commander, which is now due for release 
in the autumn. PCs with 386 processors 
are indeed perfectly reasonable for 
gaming, but as ever, PC Review's advice is 
to buy the most powerful PC you can afford 
(whether that be a 16MHz 386SX or a 486). 
Finally, the UltraSound should be In the 
shops within weeks rather than months 
and we'll be looking at it detail in the 
magazine ASAP. 

Helping out 

You may recognise my name from Issue 
6 of PC Leisure, under the QED con- 
tacts section where I offered to give people 
assistance with various computer games. 
Since that issue was published, I have been 
helping out hundreds of people with vari- 
ous games (not just the ones I had written 
down). During this time, I enjoyed helping 
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The PC vs Amiga sound debate 1 
rages on, and Kick Off 2 rears its 
ugly head once more. If you want to 
^ let off steam, the Letters page is 
■ just the place to do it. 



Good gammon 

Please could either you or your readers 
help me? I would like advice on 
whether there is such as thing as a good 
backgammon game available. If so, please 
could I have details? Chess players are well 
catered for, but I never see reviews of 
backgammon software. 
NPWebh 
Edinburgh 

Both Software Toolworks and 
Oxford Softworks have 
produced backgammon 
games, which can play a 
reasonably fast game witha 
number of playing options. Unfortunately, 
Toolworks' version is currently only 
available on CD-ROM as part of the Games 
Pack II, but Oxford Softworks 
Backgammon is available on disk. 

Contact Software Toolworks on (0444) 
246333, or Oxford Softworks on (0993) 
823463 for more details. 

Don't dilly with Dali 




been pleased with the Sound Blaster's 
capabilities on the whole. The 8-channel 
board mentioned in Issue 7 would proba- 
bly drive me (and all my PC-owning mates) 
up the wall. Amiga sound is good, but it's 
not as good, nor ever will be as good as a 
Sound Blaster. And with recent develop- 
ments such as the Ad Lib Gold and Sound 
Blaster Pro, the future of games music is 
going to get better. Companies cannot 
refuse to support these cards for the simple 
reason that an interactive movie is every 
company's final intentions. To put a final 
point across, the new cards are designed 
for the MPC market and I could never see a 
CD game running with Amiga-type sound. 
The Sound Blaster Pro is the favourite card 
for MPC at the moment and in a few years I 
could see that card's capabilities fully used. 



Peter Ffynn 
Hartlepool 
Cleveland 

... Sounds superior 

If I may reply to Chris Thompson (Letters, 
Issue 7) concerning the relative merits of 
Amiga sound compared to the Sound 
Blaster, I can only think that he has not 
heard the sound from the latest Sierra, 
Lucasfilm or Origin games. Speaking as 
someone who has recently upgraded from 
an Amiga to a 486 PC, could I say that the 
above-mentioned companies, plus others, 
have sound in their games as good if not 
better than Amiga sound (although I would 
add that there is a lot of crap as well). 
I would also add that if he likes the 



I was appalled to read the "Dangerous 
Dal 



virus due to strike 



t to strike article in 



in the 



What about 
MCA? 



Being in a very small minority, especially outside the business 
arena and amongst the masses of other PC users, I guess I 
J (fj^JP ^ 2Li shouldn't hope for too much. But I, and I guess a few of 
J ^ readers, own one of IBM's MCA machines. Now I 
Entei: the titles you require and pay :an hear you say that it serves me right and maybe it 
Our special price per disk isioes, but I always find it disconcerting that you and 
p^g^gjjg STATE DISK SlZf^^^^ magazines completely ignore any mention of 

^^is type of machine. Do you know that it is very diffi- 

t to obtain certain types of expansion board (eg, 

boards) for this type of machine at a reasonable price? 

^X)ards don't exist, they do. It's just more difficult to 

Cand of course they're usually about 50% more expen- 
1 always hoped that magazines such as yours would 
^graph at the end of your articles for us oddballs, but 



-g very interested buying a soundboard for my PC, I 

in your review in the May issue. Your reviewer pre- 
~l article about the Ad Lib Gold Card, but he did not 

lot it would be available for MCA machines. 

I am in a minority and I don't expect you to devote 
-zine to this architecture, but it would be nice if your 

re could also advise us MCA owners what options, if 
~ y, I suppose I live in hope. 



I authorise you to debit my AC( 
NUMBER I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

NAME request is entirely reasonable, and we can 

i include this information in future. With regard 

ADDRESS d Lib Gold Card, yes, an Micro Channel 

COMPUTER :ture version will be produced later this year, 

/ in September, and yes, it will cost more than 
ADVANTAGE (PR) 56 Bath Rocrersion, although UK distributor Mindscape 
Tel 0242 224340 F^xactiy how much more you'll have to pay. 
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sound of the Amiga that much, he should 
invest in a public domain program for the 
PC called Trackblaster (v2.0), available 
from Kwikware and other good PD 
libraries, which is compatible with the 
majority of Amiga blaster programs. He 
could also invest in some Amiga mods to 
run on it. 

To finish, may I say it's not the fault of 
the Sound Blaster if you find the sounds in 
certain games below par, but the person 
who creates the sound. 
/^jOT (who appears to have no sur- 
name) 

North Shields 
Tyne and Wear 

... Sounds stunning 

I am writing in response to the two letters 
from your May issue (Sad Sounds and 
Misleading Cases). These two characters 
who wrote to you praising the Amiga don't 
know what they are on about. I am the 
owner of a Sound Blaster compatible 
sound card and the music and sound 
effects from this piece of hardware is 
unbeatable. You just have to hear the 
speech in Wing Commander 2 or the sound 
effects and music in Monkey Island 2 to 
know what I mean. I know a few owners 
of the Amiga, and even they were stunned 
when they saw and heard these two 
games. 

I also have a couple of questions which I 
hope can be answered. Why don't you 
show the type of copy protection used 
with the games in reviews? I have twice 
bought key-disk games which crashed on 
me. I know you can send them back to the 
manufacturer but it is a big pain. Also, I 
bought Turbo OutRun off a friend and 
found that it does not work with DOS 5.0 
but it does with DOS 3 31 was wondering 
if the version in Action Masters compilation 
is compatible with DOS 5.0, or is there any 
way of making it work. 
SnahalNaik 
Coventry 

We do try to mention copy 
protection wherever it is 
C relevant In reviews and we'll 
make sure this is done 
rigorously from now on. As 
for Turbo OutRun, US Gold's technical 
department says they've been made aware 
of this recently, and believe that it should 
only be early copies of Turbo OutRun which 
don't run under DOS 5.0 (or DOS 4.x either). 
They suggest you return your copy of Turbo 
OutRun to them, marking the envelope for 
the attention of the returns department 
with a full covering letter and they'll send 
you a replacement. 

Own goal by Kick 
Off 

I recently bought Kick Off 2 by Anco for 
my Elonex 386SX. After following the 
set-up instructions to the word I found that 



all animated graphics were indistinguish- 
able. The ball was in two pieces and the 
players were coloured squares. This hap- 
pened in both EGA and VGA modes, 
where there was no apparent difference in 
the mess that appeared before me on the 
screen. 

I rang Anco and they responded that I 
was running the game on an incompatible 
VGA card and there was nothing they 
could or would do about it. I have many 
VGA games, some from the late 80s, but I 
have never had this problem before. I am 
now left with a £25 game which is useless. 
How do I know when buying a game if it is 
going to be compatible with VGA cards? PC 
game packaging appears with the words 
"VGA graphics", which is the case with 
Kick Off 2. Has anyone else had problems 
running this game on their PC or is my disk 
bug-ridden? I've noticed that I have two 
files with the EGA file extension, but none 
for VGA. 
Antony Setby 
Tonbridge 
Kent 

And a red card 

With recent releases for high perfor- 
mance PCs, such as Monkey Island 
2, Police Quest 3, Falcon 3 and Indiana 
Jones and the Fate of Atlantis, being pro- 
duced to such a high standard in terms of 
graphics, gameplay and depth, I simply 
cannot believe that Anco's Kick Off 2 con- 
version for the PC was the best they could 
do. 

I remember reading the review in PC 
Leisure (in which it was awarded one star). 
Anco's excuse was that the only way in 
which Kick Off 2 could be produced to the 
standard of the Amiga would be to make it 
for 386 machines only, which would make 
their sales very low, particularly in the 
States. I however went ahead and bought it 
thinking that the review must have been 
comparing it with the Amiga and it would 
not be that bad. Unfortunately, it was. 

I know this is a late complaint, but my 
point is this. The excuse made by Anco 
was probably very true then, but now with 
more and more people owning 386 
machines and 50% of the new releases 
requiring a hard disk and 20MHz at the 
least to run at all, isn't it about time Anco 
made a decent version of Kick Off, or at 
least a data disk for 386 machines only. I 
seem to remember this data disk being 
mentioned in my old PC Leisure - where is 
it? 

Am I going to have to invite myself into 
my Amiga-owning friend's houses so as to 
play my favourite game for ever? Or is 
Anco finally going to produce a PC version 
of Kick Off that is worth having? 
Robert Mat/in 
Berkhamstedy Herts 

CYou don't say what type of 
VQA card you have, Antony, 
r but if it works happily with 
^^1^ everything else, I think it's 
unlikely to be "non-standard" 
in this case. Anil Qupta at Anco tells us 



that while there can be display problems if 
you have a Super VQA card rather than 
standard VQA, your description doesn't 
match those particular glitches. It sounds 
to me as though your disk is faulty, and 
needs to be replaced by your dealer. 

Kick Off 3 is due out for the PC at the 
end of this year, and will, we hope, address 
the problems of the existing version to give 
us a game approaching the playability of 
other formats. 

A mother of a PC 

I have recently found myself in the market 
for a new computer due to a little money 
I happened to come across one day. I've 
spotted a rather nice 486 33 with SVGA and 
a 105Mb hard disk for about £1,300 
(including Vat). I cannot wait to get Falcon 
3 0 and Strike Commander. 

Is this a good price for the computer? 
Would I be better off getting a slower one 
as I am only going to be playing games on 
it. There seem to be a lot of 386s around 
which seem perfectly reasonable for gam- 
ing. 

Actually, there is another reason for 
wanting a 'mother' of a computer. I have a 
friend with an Amiga, well, a CD-TV, and 
he is constantly putting the PC down and 
bragging about his machine. I admit its 
graphic capabilities are good and the 
sound is excellent, but a 486 should shut 
him up for good. 

I am also in dire need of a sound card 
after years of burpy grunts coming from my 
internal speaker. I have read about the 
Gravis UltraSound but I have not seen any 
shop selling it. Has it h>een released on to 
the market yet? 
Nick Pom/ret 
Barford 
Warwickshire 

Without Icnowing anything 
else about the machine you 
^ descrilie, it sounds a 
reasonable price to me, 
though you'll have to contain 
your soul In patience for Strike 
Commander, which is now due for release 
in the autumn. PCs with 386 processors 
are indeed perfectly reasonable for 
gaming, but as ever, PC Review's advice is 
to buy the most powerful PC you can afford 
(whether that be a 16MHz 386SX or a 486). 
Finally, the UltraSound should be in the 
shops within weeks rather than months 
and we'll be looking at it detail in the 
magazine ASAP. 

Helping out 

You may recognise my name from Issue 
6 of PC Leisure, under the QED con- 
tacts section where I offered to give people 
assistance with various computer games. 
Since that issue was published, I have been 
helping out hundreds of people with vari- 
ous games (not just the ones I had written 
down). During this time, I enjoyed helping 
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people immensely, but the calls are finally 
starting to die down. 

As the column in PC Leisure was so suc- 
cessful, I wonder if you could start another 
similar column in PC Review. I think this 
kind of assistance to readers is much easier 
than using the many helplines available 
from software companies because they are 
often engaged. 

If my request could be considered, then 
I would be pleased if you could include 
my name with my new list of games that I 
can help with: King's Quest I, II, III, IV and 
V, Space Quest II and IV, Leisure Suit Larry 
I, II, and III, Monkey Island and Monkey 
Island 2, Indiana Jones and the Last 
Crusade and Hitchhikers' Guide to the 
Galaxy. 

I'd be happy for my phone number to be 
published: 0442 833833, and I'm avaUable 
at any time. 
Tom Barnes 
BovingiUm 
Herts 

Anyone who wants to offer 
assistance on a general, on- 
C going basis should write to 
QED at the usual PC Review 
address with details. Do 
check with the rest of the household that 
it's all right to offer help over the phone, 
because It's hard work and you can 
guarantee you'll get lots of calls at the 
most inconvenient times. 

Falcon update 

When reading your review of Falcon 
3.0 in Issue 4 I was dazzled by the 
game, the graphics, complexity and vast- 
ness until ... I read the part about installa- 
tion. I know nothing really of DOS, let 
alone DOS 5, which even my Dad has diffi- 
culty understanding. So when I heard 
MicroProse was going to re-release it after 
taking ut all the flaws on DOS and internal 
speaker (hopefully) I was very pleased and 
decided to get it then. But how do I make 
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sure I get the new version when buying 

Falcon 3 0? Also I would appreciate it if 

you could tell me when MicroProse is 

releasing it. 

Rahul Sareen 

Wembley 

Middlesex 

The new version is In the 
shops now, and there 
shouldn't be any danger of 
buying the wrong version. 
The Falcon bugs became a 
major topic of conversation in bulletin 
boards in the US, and most people doubted 
everything would be sorted out In a single 
release. MicroProse says, however, that its 
new edition is clean, and we'll be carrying 
an update in the next issue. 

Configuring Wing 
Commander 2 

Ive just been reading the letters page 
with regard to the people having trouble 
with Wing Commander 2, specifically 
Graham Keen and Leigh Caddy. 

Firstly, Graham. Why on earth is he allo- 
cating 32-plus megabytes of expanded 
memory in his Config.sys, and poor old 
Leigh has only 587K of memory free. 

These are the relevant lines I use in my 
own Config.sys file: 




DEVICE=C : \DOS\HIMEM . SYS 
DEVICE=C : \ DOS \ EMM386 . EXE 
M9 RAM 

DOS=HIGH,UMB 



1024 



I also have several TSRs loaded and still 
have 626k of memory free. Bear in mind 
that the above will only work on 80386 
and above machines, and you really need 
DOS 5.0. Some machines might replace 
EMM386.EXE with EMM386. SYS, which 
can be used exactly as above. 

Line one is loading the extended memo- 
ry manager, which also gives you access to 



the high memory area (HMA). This is the 
first 64K of memory after the normal 640K 
limit. 

Line two loads EMM386, which is an 
expanded memory manager, and also 
gives you access to the upper memory 
blocks, which are just a larger area of RAM 
between the normal 640K limit and 1Mb, 
which you can't normally access other 
wise. 1024 is 1024 bytes of memory allocat 
ed as expanded memory, usually enough 
for most games, but you can up this to 
2048 if necessary. There is no way you'll 
need 32,768 bytes, even for Wing 
Commander 2! The M9 switch relocates the 
64K expanded RAM page higher up in 
extended memory, leaving a larger free 
block of RAM lower down, and the RAM 
switch turns on EMM386's ability to access 
upper memory blocks. Normally this func 
tion is disabled when you use expanded 
memory. 

Line three loads as much of the RAM res- 
ident DOS operating system into the high 
memory area as i can. The UMB switch just 
tells the system that the upper memory 
blocks are there, so use them! 

After this replace all your Device com 
mands with DeviceHigh, and use the com 
mand LoadHigh in your Autoexec.bat file 
(this can be abbreviated to LH), before all 
your TSRs, ie, 

LH C:\DOS\MOUSE.COM 

Most TSRs should work, but if they don't 
you'll have to resort to loading them nor- 
mally. 

Martin Spencer 
Worthing 
West Sussex 

Takeaway chips 

With reference to your reply to 
Anthony Steele (Q&A, Issue 6) who 
wants to increase the speed of his IBM PC 
XT, you neglected to mention the other 
solution of replacing the 8088 cpu chip 
with an NEC V20. Doing this will nearly 



WINNERS 



Chess competition (Issue 6) 



This slighdy out-of-the-way conipetition (since the prizes weren't PC-specific) generated a healthy postbag for the 
chance to win one of the excellent Mephisto range of dedicated chess machines. It was also one of the few competi- 
tions in which we had a virtually 100% correct entry. 

Anyway, first out die hat and the proud winner of the Mephisto Milano chess machine is Keith Findlay, of Ellon, 
Aberdeenshire. Well done, Keith. 

Six My First Mephisto devices go to the following runners-up: N Ford, of Burton-on-Trent; Mrs P L Law, of 
Lanceford, Bristol; Visharad Venugopal of Cardiff; B Smith, of Brighton; R Hacker, of Carlisle, and Philip Moyes, 
of Mickleover, Derbyshire. 

The answers for anyone still mulling over the diagrams: diagram A showed the possible bishop's moves; B, the 
rook's; C, the king's, and D, the knight's. 

Flying lessons (Issue 7) 

The winners of this competition will be announced in the next issue. 



PC REVIEW JULY laaa 



LETTERS 



143 



double i!k' cxisim^^ sp^wl tioni i ~^MHz to 
over 8MHz at a very minimal cost of around 
£15. These cpus are obtainable by us should 
anyone want one. 
55 Computers 
16 Keer Avenue 
Canvey Island 
Essex SS8 7NS 

"Complete" con? 

You seem to have a problem describing 
the programs you put on your cover 
disk. On the April 1992 cover disk you have 
printed "Blox - a complete brain-bursting 
puzzle game". Not until you have loaded the 
game do you find that it is in fact not com- 
plete, but only four levels of a shareware 
game and to get the complete game you 
have to register with Mr Richard L Wright of 
Richmond. Now, seeing that your grasp of 
the English language is not as good as mine, 
I have included the definition of the word 
"complete" so you will not make this mistake 
again: 

Reference Oxford Minidictionary: com- 
plete, a. having all its parts; finished, thor- 
ough in every way. 

Reference PC Review Minidictionary: com- 
plete, a. two halves joined together to make 
one. 

I though there were laws governing the 
way things are described. And before you 
attempt a sarcastic comment at the base of 
my letter, I have been a regular reader of 
your magazine right from the first issue of PC 
Leisure, so watch it. 
Simon Constable 
Cbesbam 
Bucks 

Blox is a complete game. Not a 
very big one maybe, but If you 
bought Blox from a shareware 
library, what you would receive 
is what you got on the cover 
disk. Shareware authors invite you to 
register for two reasons: firstly, to recoup 
some of the costs of writing and duplication, 
and also to pay for later updates or more 
detailed documentation to the original 
program, in the case of Blox, Richard Wright 
chooses to offer four extra levels, but if you 
applied this as meaning incomplete' to other 
programs, you could argue Lemmings Isn't 
complete until you've bought Oh No! More 
Lemmings, SWOTL incomplete until you've 
bought the extra missions disk, etc. I hope 
that wasnt too sar caatic for you, Simon, 

j PC Review welcomes letters on any 
I subject under the PC sun. The editor will 
chop them to fit the space if need be, 
and we'll assume letters are to be 
considered for publication unless you 
specifically state otherwise. Send all 
correspondence to Letters, PC Review, 
EMAP Images, Priory Court, 30-32 
Farrlngdon Lane, London EC1R 3AU. If 
you have access to CIX (Compulink 
Information Exchange) you can send 
your letters to our mailbox - our ID is 
pcreview. Star Letters win software 

I - 




ON THE SPOT 



p 



f Review arranges regular visits to the UK's top PC companies, taking 
with us a selection of readers who have filled in the form below. This 



gives you the chance to talk to various movers and shakers within the 

industry: interview them, ask them about their PC plans, how they design, 
write, produce their games, why PC games are so expensive (you might as 
well, everyone else asks that). The exaa nature of the visit, and the degree of 
formality, depends on the companies concerned, but you usually get a chance 
to see some sneak previews of forthcoming products, meet the programmers, 
and have a guided tour of company HQ. 

A full report of the visit then appears in a later PC Review - useful for those 
who didn't go, because they'll read the answers to the questions you asked. In 
other words, the issues which you, the readers, care about, rather than we 
think is important. 

Next month, you'll be able to read about our trip to Microprose, the flight sim 
specialist. 

If you want to take part in an On the Spot visit, fill in the form helow 
and send it to: On the Spot, PC Review, EMAP Im^es, Priory Court, 30- 
32 Farringdon Lane, London ECIR 3AU. 

Note: we don't take very many people at any one time, so that if selected, 
you'll have every chance to have your say. Because of this, the places get filled 
quickly, but we'll be doing return visits to all the most popular companies. If 
you miss out the first time round, sit tight, because another visit to the same 
place will come up and we don't throw your forms away. 



Name 

Address. 



Daytime tel no: 

Evening tel no: (leave this blank if you prefer ) 

Age: Under 1 6 □ 1 6-25 □ 25-40 □ Over 40 □ 

NB if you are under 16, please get your parent or guardian to sign this form as well giving their consent 
for you to take part. 

Which company would you like to visit? 

Domark □ Virgin □ Mindscape □ Bitmap Brothers □ 

Psygnosis □ Other (if applicable) 

Any particular reason for your preference(s)? 



Send this completed form, or a photocopy, to 
On the Spot, PC Review, EMAP Images, 30-32 
Farrlngdon Lane, London ECIR 3AU. 



ML 



PC Review July 1992 



PC REVIEW JULY 1992 



WERIES 



Bemused, bothered or bewildered about 
the mysterious workings of your PC? 
Confused by hardware options? Stricl(en 
with software seize-ups? Share your 
problems with Q&A's Mike James and 
he'll endeavour to help. 




DR'DOS versus 
MS-^DOS 

tif I buy DR-DOS will it run all the 
software which is MS-DOS com- 
patible? And second, will VGA soft- 
ware work on a SVGA card and 

monitor? 
John Mulvany 
Aberdeen 

The answer to both your questions 

JHrk is yes. 
^^f^ But you wouldn't expect me to 
leave It at a one word answer, 
would you! First the easy bit. The answer to 
the SVGA card really Is just 'yes' as it runs all 
the original VGA modes on an SVGA monitor, 
so you lose nothing. 

The DR-DOS part of the question is not 
quite such a clear-cut 'yes', because software 
Is like that. DR-DOS Is a nice alternative to 
MS-DOS 5 and It does have some advantages 
but you can never guarantee that all software 
designed to work with MS-DOS will work 
perfectly with DR-DOS. All I can say is that It 
isn't a big problem and 1 can't think of 
anything major. 1 suppose the situation is 
best summed up by saying that if 1 already 
had DR-DOS I wouldn't make any efforts to 
get rid of it but otherwise I would pick MS- 
DOS 5 just to be sure 1 was 101% compatible. 

486 uperade 
wanted 

tl am currently using a 386SX- 1 6 
using 5Mb of memory (EMS) and 
have a 90Mb hard drive, Sound 
Blaster card and twin floppies of 
both sizes. I am also thinking of 
buying a 387 maths co-processor for it. 

My problem is this. I would like to either 
buy a new 486-33 or upgrade my present 
computer to a 486-33 (preferably 256K) by 
changing the motherboard. Is it difficult to do 
— I would like to do it myself, both to cut 
costs and to learn more about computers? 
Michael Hurt 
Sutton 
Surrey 

IQk As long as the existing 

motherboard is In a standard size 
^Vj^ case then it should be very easy 
Indeed to change. Going from a 
386SX to a 486 is one of the easier changes 
because you can carry on using all of your 
existing hardware — hard disk, hard disk 
controller, etc — and you don't even have to 
reconfigure it. The only hidden cost might be 



the new RAM that you have to buy. The RAM 
Installed on the 386SX motherboard is likely 
to be too slow to work with a 486 and so 
would have to be replaced by new devices. 

You will learn a lot about your machine by 
replacing the motherboard and be in a better 
position to deal with problems and future 
upgrades. For more information about 
motherboard replacement 1 can recommend 
a new book. Inside The Grey Box by Dr P D 
Coker (ISBN 1-871962-14-5, £14.95) which 
goes into the practicalities in some detail. 

Slowing things 
down 

tl am having problems with Gunship 
2000. Firstly, while playing the game 
with a joystick, the centring 
becomes more erratic as the game 
goes on, making the game very difficult to 
control. Secondly, whenever I land back at 
base or get shot down during a mission the 
game locks up and I have to reboot. I have 
phoned MicroProse about the problem and 
they have replaced my original disks. They 
also suggested I started it with a system disk 
to increase the memory and also by using the 
DOS Loadfix command. .1 have tried both 
these but they do not make any difference. 

The strange thing is that the game seems 
to work normally with a slower speed (10 
Mhz). 

This also happens on the Supaplex demo 
on March's PC Review which locks up, unless 
the slower cpu speed is selected. I have 
other games like Fl 5 II that work fine at the 
faster speed. It seems crazy to have to select 
a slower cpu speed on such a new game 
especially as the graphics are slightly 
smoother at the higher speed. 

My computer is a Multiplex 386DX 33Mhz 
(switchable to 10 Mhz) with 4Mb RAM, VGA 
graphics with I Mb video RAM, 1 1 SMb hard 
disk. I also have a Sound Blaster board fitted 
with an Analog Edge joystick. I use MS-DOS 
5. 

C C Webb 
Kings Lynn 
Norfolk 

You seem to have tracked the 
MMPk problem down in that you know 
^Hj^ that it goes away at the slower 

speed. A higher processor speed 
does sometimes cause problems running 
software — that's why there is an option to 
run at the slower speed. However, most new 
software, and certainly the two that you 
quote, work fine at the higher speed. This 
suggests that there is a problem in the 
joystick Interface. As well as the processor 



Speeding up the 
Amstraa 2086 

« Please help me! I have an Amstrad 
PC2086 hard disk computer and I 
would like to know if it is possible to 
increase the processor speed from 
8Mhz to 1 6Mhz or 20Mhz. I am told that you 
can change the motherboard or add an accelei 
ator card, but Tm not sure how you do this. 
Obviously I want to do this to let me play the 
latest games without changing the whole sys- 
tem. 

Tim Treleaven 

Ashford 

Devon 



I have read your magazine since Issue 
and find it very informative and if, like 
me, you have purchased an Amstrad 
2086 it is a necessity, as it is the only 



having a clock speed associated with It, the 
expansion (ISA) bus also has a clock speed. 
In most cases this Is a standard 8MHz but 
some systems do try to squeeze the last drop 
of speed by running the bus faster. In most 
cases this doesn't cause a problem but It 
sometimes does with analog joystick 
Interfaces. 

Without actually getting my hands on the 
machine it is difficult to be sure what Is 
causing the problem but 1 would suggest that 
you try to find out what speed the expansion 
bus is working at, and, if It Is faster than 
8MHz, try slowing it down. The only trouble Is 



Tlie PS/2 range 

tl have recently been given a IBM 55 SX 
(PS/2) computer and IBM PS/2 colour 
display by a relative who has moved 
abroad. I have had it a month or so an( 
know nothing about it because it was not left 
with the manuals, or even its specification 
explaining how much RAM, which processor, 
etc, it has. Please help because the games 
around these days need high processors (and 
the rest) so it is difficult to choose which ones 
to purchase. I have consulted several magazines 
to find information about the computer but 
have had no luck, Please, please help! 
A. Vijay 
Cranford 
Middlesex 

tl have an IBM PS/2 model 30 (8086) 
running at 8Mhz. In Q&A issue 5, you 
advised an owner of an XT that it is 
possible to fit a 386SX card to a 8-bit 
bus. Will this fit a PS2/30 and can I still add on 
things such VGA cards and sound cards ? How 
involved is the fitting of a new card, is it similar 
to fitting a soundboard? 
Nick Knowles 
London 

arw The PS/2 range was Intended to be 
Jin IBM's replacement for the PC that we 
JfUj^ all know and love. Despite IBM's size 
It didn't succeed in getting its own wa: 
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ty to find out if a game will run on such 
tlow machine. 

I purchased an Amstrad 2086 in 
ecember 1 990 and paid £730 for a 
SA 30Mb system. I was told that the 
: 1 640 and PC 1 5 1 2 were old hat and I 

o iWy should go for the 3.5" 2086 
ichine. I now feel very cheated. 

' Ipiease can you tell me what I can do to 

er- jgrade the machine, and the best way of 
ling it, without spending more money 

- fen I could buy an Amiga for. 
idy Ridley 
mingham 



I own an Amstrad 2086/30 8Mhz 
640K with VGA monitor — not 
the ultimate games machine, but 

it works — and I was wondering 

lether I could replace the old proces- 
r with a faster one to speed things up 



and maybe something to boost up the clock 

speed (or change the clock altogether). 

Steven Edworthy 

Bordon 

Hants 

Personally I think that Amstrad's 
Mjpk model numbering system Is potentially 
JPWIS confusing to the customer (to put it 

more strongly might be libellous!). The 
serial numbers of the processors used in the PC 
are, in order of increasing power, 8088, 8086, 
286, 386, 486. Now which processor do you think 
that the 2086 uses? No, not the 286 but the 
original 8086, the same one used In the 
1312/1 640 that the 2000 series was designed to 
replace. In fact all Amstrad models ending in 
086 are based on the old 8086 processor, and 
not a particularly fast (8MHz) version at that. I'm 
sure that Amstrad would say that their 
numbering system is perfectly logical but you 



can see the potential for muddle. The 8086 is an 
XT class machines, no matter how modern the 
external packaging makes it look. So really 
you're not just asking for just a clock speed 
increase but a complete change of processor. 

There's a lot of life left in the 8086 processor 
if you want to use a word processor, a 
spreadsheet and so on, but the latest games 
really benefit from a 386SX as a minimum. 

So what to do about it? It is possible to add 
accelerator cards to the 2086 but I doubt that it 
is cost-effective and 1 also doubt that you will 
end up with a machine that will keep you happy 
for long. My recommended solution is to sell the 
machine to a user who wants a machine for less 
demanding duties such as running a business 
and then find a good deal on a 386SX-23 
machine. Don't worry too much about brand 
names because they are all selling more or less 
the same product. 



that this is usually a very technical procedure 
involving the deepest depths of the BIOS set- 
up routine. Perhaps Multiplex's technical 
department could be persuaded to give you 
the exact details. 

And now the PS/1? 

tYour recent article has whetted my 
appetite for a sound card, but my 
IBM RSI already has an IBM joystick 
and audio card. Would I notice 
much improvement with an Ad Lib or Sound 
Blaster card? Additionally, would I need to 



d the PS/2 has to be seen as a backwater in PC 
ivelopment. However this said, if you have one, 
pecially a free one, don't complain! The PS/2 
nge includes machines that are essentially just 
yXT's in a new box (ie, the Model 30) all the 
ly up to 386 and 486-based machines. 
The Model 30 is a fairly ordinary PC/XT and it 

the same 8-bit bus — so a 386SX card 
ould work but I would ask before you buy one 
it to make sure (the one from Memory Direct 
252) 316060 does). As far as other add-ons go 
u should be safe treating the Model 30 as a 
sindard PC/XT. 

Now when it comes to the PS/2 model 55 you 
ive a moderately standard 386SX machine with 
least 4Mb of RAM and a hard disk. The only 
ing strange about the 55 Is that It uses the MCA 

for expansion cards. This means that you 
innot use standard PC/AT expansion cards for 
•und and joystick interfaces, etc. Apart from this 
lU should be able to run any software that works 
I a PC including the more demanding modem 
mes software. If you want some manuals then 
mtact IBM, they will usually supply them but at 
cost. 

My final word has to be that the PS/2 range is a 
range collection and I cannot guarantee that 
[>u will not come across the occasional piece of 
C software that refuses to work in some way. 



buy an adapter card unit, or could I use the 
slot previously used to hold my existing 
card? 

R Goodliff 

Spalding 

Lines 

If you think that the PS/2 is a 
JHg^ strange family (see panel) then 

wait until you meet the PS/I . This is 
IBM's attempt to take the home 
market by storm — at least it is a reasonably 
powerful 286-based machine. 

The trouble with the PS/I , from the 
expansion point of view, is that the basic unit 
doesn't have any standard expansion slots — 
just MIDI, loystick and memory slots. To add 
something like a Sound Blaster card you 
would need the expansion chassis which 
takes three AT (ISA) style cards. There is 
nothing wrong with this apart from the 
increase in cost. As to whether or not it is 
worthwhile to upgrade, I can't say because 1 
haven't heard what the IBM audio card can 
do, but given the costs you could probably 
put the cash to better use in buying a new 
and more powerful machine! 

VGA upgrades 

tLast year I was given a PC with won- 
derful 4-colour graphics. In Issue 2 
you ran a competition to win a VGA 
monitor and in the grey box you 
said that the PC 1512 and 1 640 could not be 
easily upgraded. Then in the Q & A section 
you were telling somebody how to upgrade 
their 1 640. Does this mean you can also 
upgrade the 1 5 1 2 to EGA or even VGA? If 
so is it just a new graphics card that is need- 
ed or is it more complicated? 
Chris Exon 
Stoke-On-Trent 
Staffs 

my. Well I suppose it all depends what 
you mean by "easily upgraded" and 
jflK^ PC Review has always tried to steer 

\/ people away from upgrading 
graphics on these machines because of the 



Inconvenience it causes. The trouble with 
both the 1512 and the 1 640 as far as video 
upgrading goes is that they have the 
necessary electronics on the motherboard. 
Now, it is perfectly possible to bypass the on- 
board video electronics and install a 
graphics card in the usual way, and the new 
VGA card will co-exist with the PCI 5 1 2's 
built-in CGA card - which can't be disabled. 

However, the rub, in the case of the 1512, 
is that the PC will only run two cards happily 
if it can distinguish between them by running 
one in colour and one in mono. Since the 
CGA card Is the number one card, and can't 
be switched out, it will inevitably be 
designated as the colour one, so your 
wonderful VGA graphics will be mono only. 
So the fact that it can't be disabled is a 
serious drawback, and frankly, not worth the 
expense and hassle. 

The other problem is that the 1 640 and 
1512 are both powered by the standard 
monitor that comes with them and this isn't 
suitable for use with a higher resolution 
graphics card. The cost of an additional 
monitor plus a graphics card probably comes 
quite close to the residual value of the 
machine! So while it can be done, it probably 
isn't worth it unless you can find a surplus or 
second hand EGA (VGA is too expensive) 
monitor and graphics card and are prepared 
to spend some time setting it all up. Even In 
this case you will end up with two monitors 
sitting on your desk! 



Don't forget if you have any i 
answers or ideas to help other PC ; 
Review readers, drop us a line and j 
we will publish them. Send your 
letters to Q&A, PC Review, Prior/j 
Court, 30-32 Farringdon Lane, j 
London EC I R 3 AU. If you have 
access to CIX, the Compulink 
Information Exchange, you can 
send your query to us there - our . 
ID is pcreview. ^ 
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A right 
royal 
DOS! 

OK, what do DOS 5.0 and 
the British Royal family 
have in common? Not a 
great deal, you might think, but 
one of our national newspapers 
thinks they could be made for 
each other. As Princess Anne 
and Mark Philips' marriage 
formally ended at Heathrow 
Airport recently. The Sun 
decided to step in as match- 
maker, and find a suitable 
husband for the Princess 
Royal. Much to PC 
Review's bafflement, 
Microsoft boss Bill Gates 
fought off the charms of 
John Fashanu, Scottish 
rugby player John 
Jeffrey, jockey Marcus 
Armytage, the Duke of 
Atholl, and youthful Liberal 
MP Matthew Taylor to be first on their list of 
potential suitors. "No-frills Anne would love Bill's business style 
and they would make a great team," trilled The Sun helpfully, 
although perhaps his quoted fortune of $2.2 billion might just 
sway things as well. 

The Sun also reported that Gates works a 15-hour day, and still 
finds time for golf, tennis and swimming, which even on Quit's 
shaky arithmetic, means that pcx:)r old Bill must be seriously short 
of sleep. 

Finally, just as an afterthought, do you think Gates and David 
Mellor could possibly be related ...? 



pusb- 



team 



but be ^^^^^s 



day 



Who's saying 
what ...? 

The pictures which have arrived in PC 
review's office over the past month have 
been disappointingly sane and dull. 
Sensible, ivory coloured PC packages sitting 
squarely in front of the camera; executives in 
suits wearing appropriate neutral expressions. 
So this time we've dug into the PC Review 
archives, and we thought we'd continue this 
month's Quit royal theme. 

Isn't this picture just screaming for a caption? 
Whoever sends us the wittiest, most apposite 
caption for the picture (right), while still man- 
aging to remain printable will win a software 
prize. 

Send suggestions to PC Review Captions, 
EMAP Images, 30-32 Farringdon Lane, London ECIR 3AU (preferably by July 
15), and we'll print the best. 



If the name 
fits 

It was J R R Tolkien w ho started it all, ot course. ( .i\c soft- 
ware designers a computer game concept and voli c^n see 
that much midnight oil lias been burnt coming up with 
those atmospheric, authentic names for people, places, alit^ ns. 
tribes and weaponry. 

The Kilrathi in Wing Commander sound suitably alien and 
The Immortal's Mordamir is clearly Tolkien-inspired, whik 
there are a host of WASP (or Jackie Collins) style inventions tor 
lantern-jawed heroes* — Todd Marshall, Blade Hunter, Bret 
Conrad, "Lucky" Jake Masters ... 

But what frequently strikes us is how often they simply don't 
seem to strike the right note. But surely Skara Brae should be 
one of the Scottish Isles, and Treihadwyl a village in north-west 
Wales (instead of indeterminate locations in Bard's Tale and 
Blood wych/Legend) . 

Leading contender for most inappropriate name has got to be 
•King Graham of Daventry, from Sierra's King's Quest series. I 
mean, how seriously could you take Daventry's case for UDI, 
particulariy if the pretender to the throne was called Graham? 

• from Wing Commander, Rise of the Dragon. CJoid of the Aztecs and Heart of 
China respectively. 

Positive vettinft,^^ 

Sierra founder and author Roberta Williams evidently doesn't 
believe that there's no such thing as bad publicity. When we 
expressed an intenest in having a quick w ( )rd on tlie subject of 
the Dagger of Amon Ra, the vSierra hotline txnween Berkshire 
and California began sizzlijig with faxes. 

Rolx^rta Williams sent a questionnaire ov er to European HQ 
demanding to know the credentials of Pc: Rev iew's staff writer 
Paul Presley. What would he use the "interv low" for? Would it 
be published anywhere else? What would In- the benefit to 
Roberta Williams jxid Sierra On-Line?. 
At any rate, we must have been vette.. , -uively, since the 
fruits of the chat appc ir in Coming Soon, 
on page 16, but it all srems a little exces- 
sive just for "Hi, can noli tell me when 
you expect to comj^lru Dagger of Amon 
Ra?" 




/ 







... ff s like flying the real thing! 



"...for many recent releases a 386 PC is a, minimum 
requirement." ^ ^-'^'^'^'^ 

It IS a simple fact of computing ttiot the more information you try to 
process the slower everything becomes Not much fun when the 
subject is Gunship 2000 in glorious 256 colour oraphics Try 
playing the latest generation simulations on a 286 Tor example 
The graphics are very 'lerk/ and the response is fustratingly slow 
The effect is unconvincing and not worthy of simulator status. 

Realism is what it's all about We use high power 386 and 486 
processors, very fast clock rates, high speed video cards and quick 
hard drives Coupled with todays latest software you'll experience 
a totally new dimension in P C. leisure. 





GamePeo/M^£l^ SPECIFICATION 

lAAb System RAM (Expandable to 16/32/64Mbl 

3 5-inch 1 44Mb Floppy Disk Drive 

80Mb formatted capacity Hard Disk |45Mb physical medial 

14" SVGA Monitor, 1024x768, 0.28mm d p. 

256Kb SVGA Display Card 

Slimline / Desktop / Mini-Tower Case & 102-Key Keyboard 

Megasound 100% Ad-Lib comp Soundcard 

SWatt 12 5-^2 5W1 Stereo Speakers with Internal Amplifier 

Stereo lin-earl headphones 

Analogue Joystick 

3-button Microsoft compatible Mouse 
Digital Research DOS v 6 
LIFETIAAE Warranty 



Gravis Analog Joystick 

Gravis Optical Mousestick 

Thrust Master Control System 

"Zy-Fi" Stereo Speakers with Internal Amp. 

Soundblaster v 2 

Soundblaster PRO l-f-MIDI Interface) 
Megasound llOO%IAd-Lib comp. Soundcard 
Tseng-Labs ET4000 1Mb SVGA Card 

Upgrade to 2Mb Ram* 
Upgrade to 4Mb Ram* 

Upgrade to 105Mb Drive* 



ANY MICROPROSE 
GAMES. INCLUDING 
CONFIGURATION. 
ONLY £25 



GamePI^O-$y 
GamePI^O-DX 
GameH/»$T6l^ , 



386SX-25/V\Hz 
386DX-40/V\Hz 
486DX-33/V\Hz 



£869-00 
£999-00 
£1249-00 



ALL PRICES 
EXCLUSIVE OF 

DELIVERY / 
(AT COST) & VAT 



- DESERT STORM 



M 0672 64080 



Fordbrool< &;sin3bs Centre 
Moriborojcj/HoC'd 
Peusev. UJ tsh re^Q 5NU 

Focsinile i{]tf2) 62410 
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Ants. You've Shared your food ' your home and your planet with them, 
you've stepped on them^ sprayed them ; cursed them and homhed them. 
Nowyoucanb|diem. 

CBM AMIGA * APPL^ MAC * IBM PCp COMPATIBI^S 
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